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NAUTICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION 
10 A NEW DITION OF 


SIR EDWARD SEAWARD’S NARRATIVE, 


AS NOW REPUBLISHED, IN THE YEAR 184). 


Tw 1831, the first edition of this work was published. 
Several editions of it have since succeeded; during which 
time, many discussions have oceurred, betwoen reviews 
and other porlodicals, respecting the identity of tho islands 
wherein the principal scenes of Sir Edward Seaward’s 
Narrative took place. Some of those reviewers, doubting 
even the islands’ existence, concluded the whole to be a 
total fiction of the Editor’s fancy ; and ended with a no 
gentle animadversion besides, on hor presumption, (as 
they inferred,) in attempting to insinuate a work of her 
own invention, upon the Public, as a true story. A 
sweeping blame, had there been any justice in it, that 
must have included no less names than those of Daniel 
de Poe, and Sir Walter Scott, in the sentence of literary 
delinquency. She, however, had written a Preface to 
her work: and, to those who chose to disbelieve its lan- 
guage, she did not return any response to their changes ; 
but left the facts of her data to be proved, in the progress 
of time; and the verification of her land and sea marks, 
by some probable actual observation, perhaps at no very 
distant period, of a more widely-spreading political and 
commercial international relations than then existed ; 
which might carry the enterprising mariners of England, 
to every nook of the ocean's boundaries. And, such an 
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brewlth; forming the northern boundary of a harbour, 
(thence named) affording secure anchorage, in from two 
to three and a half fathoms. But these islands are very 
hilly, and, on approaching them, present a 

variety of scenery. On the authority of one of the oldest 
inhabitants, the channel between the islands is said to 
have had eight or nine feet water; at present, however, 
it bas, at its eastorn entrance, only two fect, This change 
of depth, may be accounted for by the drift of sand amd 
stones from off the reefs, whence there is almost a com- 
stant set Into the cut, owing to the prevalence of the xm 
and &.N. x. winds, 

“Tn tracing the history of these islands (which may 
‘be found, on reference to Kingrose's translation of the 
Lives of the Buceancers, published in 1684); the larger 
may be identified as St, Catherine, of which much men= 
tion is made. From whom, or when, it received its pre~ 
sent name of Old Providence, it is not easy to aay.” 

‘The Editor of the Seaward Narrative, would presume 
to enggest, it might have been so named, in grateful 
memorial of somo such providential escape, a8 that found 
by Sir Edward Soaward himsolf, on that same formidable 
shore, But to resume the Report :— 

“Old Providence, is nearly four mileé and a quarter 
longs and two and a half in ils greatest breadth : of an 
irregular and oval shape. ‘The highest ground (which 
can hardly be called a point), near the centre of the island, 
rises 1190 foot above tho level of the sca, From this 
hill, others, mostly wooded to their summits, diverge 
towards the shore, und terminate boldly. ‘The island is 
surrounded by an extensive bank of coral, and coarse 
sand, strotehing to the northward, for ten miles and a 
half. A roef, in muny parts dry, extends in a northerly 
direction, at a distance of three-quarters of a mile, along 
the eastern side, till within about three miles of the north- 
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east angle of the bank, whence it tronds west across the 
bank, for two miles und a half; having at its western 
extremity a small cay, about two or three feet high, com- 
posod of coral, sand, and stones, brought there by fisher- 
men from the islands. On this northern part of the reef, 
and three-quarters of u mile to the eastward of the cay, 
H, M. schooner Jackdaw, was wrecked on the morning 
of the 11th March, 1835, Its wreck was complete ; and 
the lives of the crew, were only saved by the presence 
of mind and decision of Lieutenant Barnett, her com- 
mander; who, secing at once the impossibility of avoiding 
the reef, ran his vessel directly on the most favourable 
spot for enabling him to construct rafts: by which, with 
the assistance of a sloop, his crew and provisions were 
landed with safety, This unfortunate occurrence (the 
shipwreck), was occasioned by the inaccuracies of the 
Spanish plan of the island, with which the Jackdaw had 
been supplied, being the best then published; but which 
mude the reef to extend only four miles and a half from 
the island, instead of ten miles; nddod to a strong south- 
west current. Since that time, a very accurate chart of 
the islands, and cays adjacent, has been completed, on 
the scale of four inches to a mile; which represents all 
the features of this extensive bank, and coral reef, very 
minutely. 

“This reof, binding the eastern shore of the island, 
extends to, and terminates at, the distance of a mile and 
‘@ quarter from its southern point; whence the soundings 
extend in a southern direction, from two miles and a 
quarter, to three milos. The sea almost constantly bronks 
‘on the reef; so that it enn be discovered long before the 
bunk is approached; and although the openings in the 
reef have a depth of from three to five fathoms water, 
@ passage is seldom uttempted, except by small vessels. 
‘The coral rocky heads within, (that is, the westward of 
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the reef,) are very numerous and dangerous; and some | 
small wooded cays are situated to the northward of the 
islands. 

“Old Providence should always, if possible, be ape 
proached from the northward; and by day; in conse- 
quence of the prevalence of the x. x, winds, making it in 
the parallel of 13° 82°33"; soundings will be first got on 
the bank, in from fifteen to seventeen futhoms, course 
coral sand; then steer w. bys. § nb nae ae 
along to the northward of the reef, at about 
of a mile disinnee, till the highest peak on the ‘alan 
bears 9. 3° 2.; then shape a course towards it, rounding 
the western elbow of the reef, at one and a half or two 
cables’ distance, when, after a run of about three-quarters 
of u mile, good unchorage may be obtained in five, 
eight, or ten fathoms, with the Low Cay bearing x... 
If, however, intending to proceed to the anchorage off 
Santa Catalina; on rounding the reef, steer s. by w. § We 
nearly six miles, until Morgan's Head transits the highest 
peok in the island ; then haul up sx, bys, and stand om 
till Basalt Cay bears x, Morgan's Head, s. x. } ., and 
anchor immediately on obtaining soundings in five or six 
fathoms, Por « vessel coming from the southward, and 
Ly night, the most advisable plan would be, on making 
the land, to lie-to till daylight, keeping it in sight. 
When, in the morning, the beat up to anchorage would 
not be above six or seven miles, with a certainty of @ 
good breeze and smooth water. In working up, the 
clearness of the water enables the eye to detect the shallow 
rocky beads, which abound within three cables’ length of 
the whole edge of the bank. No dependence cam be 
placed on the currents, as they vary in strength and 
direction ef the bank, while determining the outer eastern 
part of which, an almost invariable set to x. w. was expe~ 
rienced, Tho tides are variable, sometimes, in north- 
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westerly breezes, rising ax much as two feet; but no 
greater rise or fall, than six or seven inches, was observed 
during the six weeks (part of April and May,) that our 
boats and the ship were employed surveying tho island. 

“The only harbour ix that of Catalina, before meus 
tioned; to enter which a pilot is almost indispensable, 
‘The anchoring ground is good, and although open to the 
winds from x. w. to s, w., the reefs in thnt direction form 
« barrier to the setting in of a heavy sea. 

“ Morgan's Head (named after the noted buccaneer,) 
is a very remarkable rock, nearly detached from the s. w. 
point of Catalina Island, Tt rises forty feet from the level 
of the sco, and from its proximity to the rocks of the 
island, i# not easily distinguished till closely approached. 
On entering the harbour, it will be found to bear a 
striking resemblance to the figure of a man’s head, and 
gradually developes the profile of au elderly-looking 
rafian, 

“Split Hill, near the northern end of the island, is 550 
feet in height, and has the extraordinary appearance of « 
hill having been, by some sadden convulsion of nature, 
rent in twain us far as one-third down from its summit, 
It is peaked on ech side of the chasm, which is about 
sixty feet wide, and eighty feet deep. The geological 
structure of this island, would seem to be chiefly lime- 
stone, containing numerous small but deep coves near the 
water's edge. The rocks generally are precipitous, 1 
am not aware that basalt has been found on tho island, 
But at Basalt Cay, about 400 yards to the northward of 
Catalina, the basaltic columns rise to forty-five feet above 
the sea, and stand about fifteen degrees from the perpen= 
dicular, inclining tothe southward. The coral formations, 
appear to resemble those in other parts of the West 
Indies. 

“The watering-place for ships, is situated on the 
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* Cotton is the staple export.—This, with turtle-shell, 
und « fow hides, are the principal articles of trade.—And 
are annually taken away by the traders, in exchange for 
English calicoes, cloths, etc, brought from Jamaica. 

* In the boginning of 1835, the population, by the Inst 
censay, was 842 persons; about one-half of whom are 
slaves. They have three vessels, of from ten to fifteen 
tons burthon, employed in turtling; which, from their 
size, ure very easily managed among the banks they 
frequent—such as the Serrana, Serranilla, Roncador, ete. 
Old Providence is visited by the traders who frequent the 
coasts from Cape Gracios & Dios to San Blas. The 
island is under the government of the republic of New 
Granada, (one of the three divisions of the recently libe- 
rated port of Spanish-Amerioa, to which its memorable 
liberator, Simon Bolivar, gave the name of Columbia): 
and at Old Providence, a collector and a civil magistrate 
reside, who administer the government, with two assist- 
ante, English is the language spoken,” 

‘Such was the state of the islands, at the time of Mr. 
Collett’s survey; but the succeeding extract from his 
carious, and interesting paper, will show something of 
what thoy were previously; at least n century before the 
period of Sir Edward Seaward’s Narrative, 

“Daring a short war with Spain, in 1625-6, the 
Spanish Guarda Costas were constantly employed in 
aggressions apon the trade of the English and French ; 
and, by their own severity, gave room for the system of 
buocancering, at first adopted in self-defence, and retalia~ 
tion; and, subsequently persevered in, from habit, and a 
love of plunder. If time did not permit the buccaneers 
to lavish their booty away, they used to hide it in the 
bays which they frequented; and where much treasure 
is still supposed to be concealed. In 1664, when the 
Spaniards were in quict possession of tho islands, 
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Manavelt, colebrated alike for his daring ond crimes, 
took them by storm, considering them well adapted for 
the hend-quarters of the Jawless band of which he was 
the leader, At his death, Morgan assumed the command, 
taking possession in December 1670. At this time, the 
small island of Santa Catalina was well fortified, having 
no less than nine batteries on it, mounting in all forty- 
nino guns. And remaining some time, he and his followers 
continued their depredations upon the Spaniards, always 
bringing the spoil here. But before he left it, he threw 
the guns of the forts into the sea, and set fire to the houses 
and forts; proserving one of the latter only, from complete 
destruction, Morgan was knighted 1675, In 1677, he 
was appointed deputy-governor of Jamaica, with a salary 
of 600). In the ensuing reign of James Il, he was 
recalled to England, on account of his not only conniving: 
at, but assisting in, the depredations committed by the 
English buceancers on the fleets, and subjects, of Spain.” 

Hence, if these islands may be identified with these 
of Sir Edward Soaward; and as we read of Morgan's 
destroying all vestiges of their buccanoering strong 
holds, and even of every human habitation, (about the 
year: 1675,) previous to his taking possession of his 
now magisterial dignity in Jamnica; and as we see that 
Scaward did not land on the “ reef-girt” shore, till 1733, 
the intorvening half contury, of thoir abandonment by 
mun, might be expected to allow both islands to be overs 
grown into the trackless, though beautiful sulitudes, in 
which the young Bristol merchant found them. 

Mr. Collett then proceods to say, that little mention 
wes made of these islands, after the affair of Morgun dis- 
mantling them, until the year 1795; when (they being 
thon under the domiaion of Spain, though left to be o 
desert,) a few industrious families from Blue fields on the 
Mosquito const, settled there by permission from the 
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Spaniards. From that time, until 1817, the poor litile 
colony remained in penceful possession. But just at that 
era, of an almost universal agitation over the political and 
the moral world, when the Spanish South American pro- 
vinces separated themselves from the sway of the mother 
country, & bold adventurer, of the name of Aureysob- 
tained a commission from one of them, to proceed amongst 
the isles; and arriving at Old Providence, he found no 
difficulty in assuming its government. He repaired its 
principal fort; and being sccompnnicd, and followed, by 
many spirits as daring as his own, he collected a no con- 
temptible number of armed yersels within his harbour; 
which, sullying forth at opportune occusions, annoyed 
the Spanish trade, and filled his own coffers with spoil. 
He built a town, (the one now on the islund,) ta which 
he gave the name of Isabella, ‘It stands,” obscrves 
Mr, Collett, “at the northern end of Old Providence, at 
the head of Catalina harbour, close tothe channel between 
the two islands. Not more than eight or nine houses, or 
hats, now remain of whut was then a populous and flourish- 
ing place, Several housos, however, and plantations are 
scattered over the island, accessible only by a sort of road 
which passes round the island. No one resides now 
on the island of Catatina: all the ground there, capable 
of cultivation, is laid in plantations of corn, cotton, 
‘ete. One of the oldest inhabitants of the larger isle, is 
McKellor, the pilot, who boasts of being a Scotchman ; 
and was in the habit of amusing us with many interesting 
exploits of General Aurey, and his followers; in which 
the narrator, generally figurod as a principal character. 
‘The prinicipal trader at present with the island, is a Mr. 
Shepherd, of San Juan de Nicoragua, who has several 
sloops und schooners.” 

Mr. Collett concludes his observations, with the follow- 
ing remark ;— 
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“On reading Miss Jane Porter's interesting narrative 
of Sir Edward Scaward’s Shipwreck, little doubt can be 
entertained but that the islands, to which she alludes, are 
the same that have been above described; for there exists 
no two islands, so large, and closely situated, as Old Provi- 
dence and Santa Catalina, along the whole line of the 
Mosquito coast, Tn hor preface to that work, she states = 
©The islands which form so large an object of interest in 
this work, may be found in the neighbourhood of the 
Seranillas; but until Sir Edward Seaward, on being cast 
ashore there, discovered them to be habitable, they fad 
been marked down as a cluster of barren rocks only, 
whose dangerons reefs warned ships to avoid them.” 
Had she favoured hor readers with a copy of the chart 
to which she occasionally allades, as having been con< 
structed under the direction of Sir Edward Seaward, a 
more certain conviction na to the identity of the islands 
on which she has founded her work, would have beea 
obtained. As it is, we are left to conclude, from her 
accuracy in delineating their situation, resources, produe~ 
tions, and proximity to tho Seranilla Cays, (which are 
only a composition of wind and stone, not more than six 
foet in height;) that the islands of Catalina and Old Provi« 
dence, were the scone of the events sho has so admirably 
narrated.” 

After the above just quoted suffrage from so accredited 
an authority, the Editor of Sir Edward Seaward's Nar- 
rative, trusty thet no more may be deemed necessary to 
prove the real existence of the islands her pen hos 
described ; and also, from the preceding corresponding: 
historical extracts, their perfect identity with those now 
bearing the names of Old Providence and Cutatina. 


Green Street, Growewor Seeare, 
August 234, 1842, 








* 


PREFACE BY THE EDITOR, 
mo 
THE FIRST EDITION OF THE WORK. 


‘Tar manuscript papers, or rather manuscript books, con- 
stitating the Diury from which the following Narrative is 
taken, were put into my hands by the representative of 
their much respected writer, merely a¢ a curious speci- 
men of old-fashioned times, the perusal of which might 
wmuse me. On reading the manuscripts, I found, not 
only amusement, which may be called the least worthy 
effect of any written production, but a deep and affecting 
interest;-—such as a man might feel while listening, at 
his own comfortable fireside, to the strange adventures. 
and hair-broadth oseapos, of some deur and long-absent 
friend, just returned to his kinsfolk and neighbours, after 
a widely wandering, and chequered travel in distant lands. 

Thus impressed, I ventured to recommend the publi- 
cation of Sir Edward Seaward's Diary, to its owner. He 
smiled, and objected, saying, “ He should expect the spirit 
of the worthy knight, would haunt him to his dying day, 
did he make such an exposition of family history, and of 
‘the unpretending abilities, a8 an author, of the journalist 
himself; who had evidently penned it, for no other eves 
than those of his kindred.” 

But this delicacy was afterwards persuaded to the 
desired point, by the judgment of a person whom he held 
in the highest respect; and by the very arguments which 
my friend had used as objections; namely, the unpre- 
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tending simplicity of the relation, the family events de- 
scribed in it, as well as those of an extraordinary or more 
general nature; also its sound and truly British prin 
ciples, religious and moral. The style is certainly homely, 
but not that of an ignorant man; the Diary being kept in 
the common diction of yrenteel persons in those times, 
respectably educated, but without aim at the elegance of 
man of letters. The manner of the Nurrative may 
sometimes bo found a little woo particular; yet it is whut 
might be expected in a careful, and therefore minute, 
record of daily occurrences. That it was begun with ag 
other viow than to keep such a table of reference for the 
writer's own futare use, appears from certain internal 
evidence in the early part of the journal itself; snd that 
it was afterwards completed for a dearer object, a note, 
which was annexed to it, most affectingly shows. 

T shall here mention, that, besides the regular Diary 
books in the possession of my friend, there aré many 
lose papers in tho same case with them; by which it 

that Sir Edward Seaward was born in the year 
1710 or 1711, and departed this life in the year 1774, 
at his seat in Gloucestemhire, His wife, 90 affectionately 
referred to by him throughout, was removed from earth 
to heaven, not long after their last visit to London, in the 
spring of 1749. And there is a note or memorandum 
concerning the mournful event, as I mentioned before, 
appended to the first book of the Diary, of which the 
following is a copy ; 

# 1 feel her loes so deoply, that nothing less than the 
power of God could support me under my bereavement, 
But [ live in the certain hope of mooting her again, and 
for over, in the mansions of the blessed. Aed I thank 
her Heavenly Father and mine, that he has put it into 
my mind to set in ordor the narrative of my lifv, to amuse 


ae 
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me the while. Por, in so doing, I seem to live my days 
over again with her, who was every thing to me on earth. 
And in this, I not only find consolation, but sometimes 
feel a bright sunshine, like one of hor own smiles, warm 
the sepulchral chamber of my heart, Should my nephews 
and nieces read it, when T am again with her, they will 
the better know her worth, whose tender rogard fostered 
their infanoy, in those dear islands, where with her I 
found an earthly Paradise, and lived in a sacred happi- 
ness without alloy. 


“10th Peh, 1750-7." 


At the earnest desire of my friend, the possessor of 
this interesting manuscript, I cheerfully undertook the 
task of being its editor; but my task has beon light, 
being chiefly confined to alterations in the old style of 
orthography, tv that of the present standard; and a 
little similar change, where the wntiquated grammatical, 
or rather unti-grammatical, construction, presented any 
awkwardness. [ have also divided the Narrative into 
chapters, for the convenience of resting pauses for the 
readers and, to facilitate reference, have given u table of 
contents annexed to eueh volume. 

In tho earlier part of the Diary, from tho Ist of Janu- 
ary to the middle of March, the date of the past, and what 
was very soon after fixed on for thnt of the present year, 
are both preserved at the head of the pages: a mode of 
dating, which, I believe, arose out of an ancient custom 
of beginning the year at the vernal equinox; and we see 
in the Spectator, that Addison, who lived a little before 
Sir Edward Seaward’s tine, used the double dates during 
the three enrly months of the year. The original Diary, 
and consequently this published Narrative, copied almost 
word for word from it, is very precise in its dutes ; noting 
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even the days of the week by name in their regular pase 
ing, not only as to private but public occurrences. It is 
also equally correct in the topography of places on land, 
and in their maritime positions on the ocean. 

The islands which form so large un object of interest 
in the work, may be found in old charts, in the neigh: 
bourhood of the Seranillas; but until Sir Edward Sea- 
ward, on being cast ashore thoro, discovered them to be 
habitable, they had been marked down as « cluster of 
barren rocks only, whose dangerous reef warned ships 
to avoid them. The important consequences of that dis- 
covery, may be a subject of usefial reflection to British 
statesmen, even in the present day. 

Tt would be forestalling the interest of the reader, were 
any closer remarks made here on the events of the Nar 
ratives but I cannot refrain from pointing attention to 
the home-policy of the upright Gorernor of Seaward 
Island, with regard to its engrafted Negro population. 
Tt appears s0 competent, with some modifications, to meet 
the united demands of the right of property in, we may 
hope, tho last race of imported slaves into our possessions; 
and the brotherly pleadings of a general humanity, that 
I would venture to recommend it to the particular eou- 
sideration of all sincere friends to the poor sons of Africas 
whether those friends be in England, or the Western 
World. Z 

‘Besides this predominant fratare, there are some other 
circumstances in the Narrative, so full of a peculiar in- 
terest, by leading us bebind the curtain, both in the court 
and cabinet of George TI,; and likewise in the famous 
ficlds of battle, whether under tent or sail canvass, on 
the Spanish Main, nearly a hundred years ago; that I 
can hardly forbear from expatiating on their admirable 
painting, both with regard to the events themselves, amd 
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the living personages to whom they introduce us. These 
parts remind me of the pictures of Hogarth, and of 
Wilkie; bringing before us the incident, and the actors, 
just as they were, simple, natural, and true to the fact. 

There is a circumstance connected with the integrity 
of the Narrative, which I do not deem necessary to men- 
tion to the reader in this preface: he will learn it in its 
proper place, towards the conclusion of the work; and 
there his own judgment will at once recognise the ad- 
vantage of not having had it anticipated here. 


Tax Enrror. 
Esher, March, 1831. 
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SIR EDWARD SEAWARD’S 
NARRATIVE. 


CHAPTER I. 


Bons of loyal and honest parents, whose means were 
just sufficient to give a common education to their chil- 
dren, I have neither to bonst of pedigree nor of learning; 
yet they bequeathed to me a better inheritance—u stout 
constitution, a peaceable disposition, and a proper sense 
of what is due to my superiors and equals: for such an 
inheritance I am grateful to God, and to them, 

T had not left school long when I felt an inclination 
to see foreign parts, and under this impression I desired 
carnestly to go to sea; but my poor dear mother would 
not hear of it, and I could not find it in my heart to 
grieve her, even for a moment; so I yielded up my 
inclination to my duty, and daring two years was con- 
tent to assist my father in the management of his little 
farm taking the diversions of fishing and shooting, in 
their seasons, by way of amusement and recreation At 
the expiration of this time, my paternal uncle sent for 
me to Bristol, and placed me in his counting-houso. 
Within a year from this event, I lost my dear mother; 
oa which occasion I returned to my paternal roof, to 
console my remaining parent, with whom I remained a 
few months. During my stay on this melancholy ocen- 
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tion, I took some little part in the farm business; bet 
having many unoccupied hours, I passed most of them 
with our benevolent pastor, my former kind sehool- 
master, the Rev. Mr, William Goldsmith; between whose 
amiable family and my father’s there bad existed the 
kindest feeling from our Infancy; and these additional 
happy hours improved it on my part and on thoirs, 

Ono morning, as my father and I were talking over 
my future prospects im life, I received » letter from mp 
uncle, in which he stated that be wanted me to goto 
Virginia in one of his voseols, as supercargo. I was 
delighted with the proposal; to which my dear father 
made no objection, as he might hope oon 10 seo me 
‘again. In a few days I took loave of our friends at the 
parsonage, and of my own family. At parting, my 
father gavo me his blesing and my mother’s Bibles, and 
with these much valued gifts, I left the village of my 
education and nativity, 

‘My uncle received me kindly, and took much pains to 
instruct me in the business which he had appointed me 
to manoge. 1 was delighted with every thing connected 
with my preparation for the voyage, and I suiled on the 
Sth of April, 1738, in the Mary brig, for America, with 
an sesortment of goods, 

Woe arrived in the Cheenpeak Bay on the 24 of June, 
which was considered a good passage, and on the follow- 
ing day proceeded up the river to Baltimore. On my 
arrival, our correspondent was civil to me, but that was 
all. He did not like a supereargo being sent in the 
vessel, and therefore threw many obstacles in the way of 
my disposing of the cargo, and of purchasing tobaccoes 
10 advantage; but owing to the friendship of a Scoteh 
merchant, of whom our correspondent in consequence 
eel iaboae oT experienced tc ghact\cina tent eere 
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dect from him which he should have observed to me at 
first. I did not, however, resont his former behaviour, 
but received the nssistanco he was disposed to render 
me, in perfect good humour, and thanked him for each 
instance of his attention and kind offices, My cargo 
was at length completed to my satisfaction, and our 
correspondent gave me reason to think T had gained his 
esteem before we parted. He made me a present of a 
Virginia nightingalo; a beautifial rod bird, bout the size 
of a thrush, with a feathery crest. “This,” snid I to 
myself, “is for my aunt.” I should have liked to have 
procured another for Eliza Goldsmith; but as I could 
not bring one for each of her sisters and my own also, 
I prudently gave up the wish. Bat I got some enpital 
tobacco seed, which, with a few heads of Indian corn, 
and a few pumpkin seeds, I put up; intended for my 
poor dear father to try them on his farm, as I thought 
those plants might perhaps thrive well in England, 

On the 8th of August I took leave of my friends at 
Baltimore: and after a stormy passage, but with a fair 
wind generally, we arrived at the port of Bristol on the 
16th of September; to the great surprise and delight of 
my uncle, who did not oxpect the brig at loast for a 
month to come, I was much elated by the novelty and 
success of my yoynge, and hustened (o the town as soon 
as we dropped anchor in Kingroad. Quick ax my move- 
ments were, he had received notice of my coming, so 
that he met me at the door of his house, A crape on hie 
hat arrested my attention. I cast my subdued eye, 
heart-struck, on it, then, looking at him carnestly, said, 
“Have I lost my father?” Without anewering, he 
turned and went into the house, and T followed him. 
“God's will be done, Ned!" said he to me; “how 
many hogeheads of tobacco have you brought homo ?”— 
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© My dear uncle,” I replied, “my heart is too full to 
speak om business at present; let me retire for a few 
minates, or to go and see my aunt, and after that T will 
give you every information you desire.” Saying this, 7 
Icft him in the postage, and went into the parlour, when 
T found my aunt; who always had been kind to me, bor 
now she was doubly so; she wiped the tear from my 
exe and endeavoured to stay my grief by every comfort- 
ing expression that goodness could suggest: but natare 
wo pay the tribute of sorrowing, in spite of every 
attempt to prevent it, My aunt, perhaps, now tired of 
saying the some thing over and over again, left me alone, 
In a short time I began to feel myself composed, bas 
aunt returning, told me the particulars of my dear old 
father’s illness and death; which had taken place a 
month before, ‘Tea was brought in, and my unele fol- 
lowed it. He took me by the hand, saying, “Poor 
Ned! thou hast a tender heart; poor boy!—but thy 
father was a good father, Ned, and it is honest and 
creditable to thee to show decent sorrow for the loss of 
such a parent: but he hasn't left thee anything, Ned; 
what little he had, he has bequeathed to thy brother 
and sisters; they are young, thou knowest: he thought 
thee might got thy own bread—."— And he 
right, E hope, dear uncle," I replied; “he did right- 
eously; and I revere his inemory the more for taking 
care of the most helploss.”"—* But how many 
‘of tobacco dist thou bring home, Ned?" —“ Three 
handred, sir; but if you will allow me fill after tea, T 
will then go with you into the counting-house, and gire 
yon every information yon require respecting the cargo 
und the voyage.” —* Wouldst like to go again, Ned ?”"— 
“Yes, sir, certainly, if it be your wish: after I have 
‘made a short visit to my brother and sisters, L should be 
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very glad to make a second voyage.”—“I don't think 
thee'll go to Virginia aguin, Ned; here is a letter for 
thee from my son Ton, at the Bay of Honduras, and T 
think thee will find proposal there more to thy mind.” 
T thought it right to do as he wished, and instantly read 
the letter, which, although from a near kinsman, was 
quite a letter of business; proposing that I should join 
him ot Honduras, and that he would give me a share of 
the profits, if I would reside there, and allow him to 
return to England: he would tnke the part in England 
his father had been doing, and I should step into his 
shoes there, as his father wished to retire. I required 
time to consider of it; and soon after going with my 
unele to the counting-house, entered into a detail on the 
subject of my recent voyage. Throughout he was well 
satisfied, and frequontly said, I was “no fool:” which 
expression, from him, meant no ordinury compliment. 
On the next day he asked me if I had made up my 
mind on the proposal of going to Honduras. I said, I 
had been turning the subject over in my mind, and found 
that I could say nothing about it, “ What dost mean 
by that?” exclaimed my uncle, testily, ‘I mean, sir,” 
snid I, “thot as I neithor have money, nor anything 
else, but what I derive from you, that it does not 
become ane to say anything about it, farther than Tam 
ready to do whatever you may think me qualified to 
undertake, and that may be for my welfare.”"—“ That'll 
do, Ned,” said my uncle; “I'll guide thee right, my 
boy: and Tom is no churl, he will not gradge thee a 
good outhit, and thy fair earnings, But if he were, am 
T not thy uncle, and his father? and the staff is in my 
own hand; I will make no difference between him and 
thee; thou art a good boy, Ned, and I loved thy fathers 
and thou hast shown thy willingness to Jean on me, and 
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be guided by me, and I will not disappoint thee in thy 
ire: go into the country, and visit thy brother and 
il when thou retarnost, the brig shall be ready 
to sai) with an investment for Jumaicn and the Bay.'* 
The Virginia nightingale had been brought on shore 
while Twas closeted with my uncle. I had not said any 
thing about ft to my aunt, for fear of some accident 
happening to it; but I came into the parlour as she was 
admiring it. “La! what a pretty bird, dear Edward: 
who have you brought that pretty bird for?" eried she. 
“For you, aunt, to be sure; for whom else could I bring 
it?"—* Well, I thought so, dear Edward, but F wos not 
quite sure: for young people do behave themselves #0 
ungraclously now-a-days to their elder relatives, that T 
did almost wrong thee, my dear boy.”—“ Nay, aunt; 
you have always been kind to me, and I am indeed happy 
in this opportunity of showing you that I remembered 
my aunt, when a wide sea divided me from her.”—“So 
you have, Edward; and you know I love you as n sou. 
Will the bird talk, Edward — what do you call it, 
Edward ?""—* Te is Virginia nightingale, dear aunt.” 
—“Oh! then, it is a singing bird ?”—« You, aunty it 
sings a little; but not 90 sweetly as our nightingale: it 
has received a Jarger share of beauty from the hand o. 
fts Maker, thun the nightingale of England, but our 
nightingale fhr exceeds it in melody."—* That is as it 
should be, Edward—one handsome, another clever: to 
one riches are given; to another health; and so forth, 
God is wise und just, dear Edward; but you lave been 
towght to know all such from your good mother, 
and Parson Goldemith.”—* I hope vo, aunt,” I replied ; 
*bot have you any commands to Awbury (for so waa 
then called the obscure village of my birth); T am going 
there as soon as I have settled accounts with my uncle 
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as to what I have been doing in America,’—*1 will 
trouble you,"’ said she, * with a little parcel for the girls, 
and my love; and if canst borrow a pillion, T should lrave 
no objection to go bebind thee, and see what they are 
all about.”—This last part of my aunt's speoch rather 
embarrassed me. Much as I loved my aunt, £ confess I 
felt no desire to ride a pillion horse on this occasion. 
But she was only jesting; so that I had no reason to fear 
either vexation or detention from this source. 

In a few days I finished with my unele, and then 
made arrangements for paying the intended visit to my 
friends. I set out on horacback, with feclings of a very 
sober kind; and being alone, bad much time for medita- 
tion as I rode on slowly. T looked hack on the happy 
days of my boyhood; played with my fellows, in memory, 
‘on the green before the echool-houses and called to mind 
some of the old people, and, among others, my honoured 
father, sitting beneath the venerable elm there, in its full 
maturity of three hundred years. I believed then that 
the world could not boast such a man, nor auch @ tree. 
T thought also, with pleasure, on my revered pastor and 
schoolmaster, who was meck and kind-hearted to all, 
and who managed to make his boys scholars, without 
using oither the birch or tho forula, He wae, indeed, 
more anxious to teach us our duty than our Latins but 
he contrived to teach us both, ‘The kindness of his 
nature secrned to kindle a kindred fecling throughout the 
school, so that wo felt disposed to help each other, ani 
did 40; ani lost nothing, but gained much, in the bro« 
therly task: he loved my father; and his family and ours 
wore like one. The nearor I approached tho village, the 
‘more impatient 1 became to arrive; I thought on my 
sisters, and their friends his daughters, every moment 
with increasing emotion; I gave Dobbin the spur, and 
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gradually quickening my pace, camo up to our gate ot a 
brisk cantor. My sisters reveived me most affectionately, 
und quickly sent for wy brother, who happened to be 
out, He came, and the meeting was affecting; wo saw 
ourselves all together, but our parents were no more with 
their children; we looked on the place where they were 
‘wont to sit, and wept. 

By degrees my brother entered on family affaires andl 
1 s00n mentioned to him my uncle's intention of settling 
me at Honduras as a merchant, and 1 expressed a hope 
that fortune would favour mo so that I might be able 
to provide for my sisters. ‘This kind sentiment towards 
thom was as kindly received by them; but the youngest 
said, she wonld not wait the event of fortune-making, 
but would go with me, “I will send for you, dear 
Maria,” said I, when I am fairly settled, if you then 
should like to come.” I will go with you, Edward,” 
she replicd, “unless you can prevail on Eliza Goldsmith 
to bo your guardian angel.” Though she said this play- 
fully, and perhaps a little upprehensively, I felt as if 
olectrified by the unexpected appeal: certainly I had 
always been sensible to a sentiment of a peculiar charae- 
ver for Eliza Goldsmith; { felt that it was not exactly 
Tike that which I bore to my sister Maria, though it 
seemed to connect their imnges in my thoughts. I had 
seon several beautiful and amiable women abroad, but 
they could not bear comparison with Eliza Goldsmith; 
Eliza’s sweet amile was, in truth, always playing around 
we, and doubtless it was the memory of what that sweet 
simile so faithfully expressed, which had anconsciously 
fixed my affection, Thus, I had been calm, almost 
happy, daring my nbsence from Eliza; for nothing had 
occurred to make me discover what Iny hidden in my 
heart; but now the tumult of my feelings awakened my 
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suspicions, and my ogitated answer confirmed Maria's: 
+ Eliza Goldsmith," I said, “leave her happy home for 
me! leave father, sisters, for me!" und I believe I said 
the last words in a way that would have shown a child 
my adoring affection; then I added, in on altered tone, 
“Eliza Goldsmith would never think of Edward Sea- 
ward, as you seem to wish, Maria," 

I sighed deeply; Maria smiled: but she soon grew 
serious, and said, “you know, Edward, that Elizn is sin- 
cerity itself; indeed, she has not « feeling that she need 
be ashamed to own. From the hour that she became 
sensible to your decided proference for her,— your love, 
1 will say,—she never tried to hide her great affection 
for you.” 

“+ Become sensible to my preference !—to my love !— 
Maria,—I never thought,—never dared,—aurely I never 
could have said any thing——.” 

“Never purposely, I dare say, Edward,” replied 
Moaring “nor anything that would be directly understood 
by other peoples but Eliza could not remain blind to 
what we all saw. Tt was plain to every one of ux, that 
when Eliza was present, you never missed any other 
creature; that you were even more proud of her appro- 
bation, than of dear Mr, Goldsmith's; that you were 
always imagining how you could give her pleasure. 
When she was sick, don't you remember how you 
watched everybody's looks in the house; and how kind 
and affectionate you were to her after her illness? Tt 
was not long after her recovery, just when you went to 

‘inia, that she told me she would die single, unless 
Hoaven should bless hor by making her your wife.” 

“Maria! my dearest Maria!” T said, and embraced 
her, not being nble to complete what I wished to say.— 
While I kept silént, for I was wholly overcome with the 
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suddenness and sweetness of this surprise, my sister went 
on telling me several things, which were doubly grateful 
to my foolings, as giving me fresh proofs of Elizn's 
attchment, and of her superiority over all other women 
in that frankness which is only to be found in generous 
and noble characters, 

At Inst T recovered my ordinary powers, and thanking 
tay sister for the kindness of showing me where I might 
find @ treasure beyond valuation, | eaid, “If it be really 
#0, Maris, Edward Seaward is the happiest of happy 
men; but to ask Eliza Goldsmith to go with me to such 
a climate! to marry Eliza, and bury her amongst people 
that would not comprehend her; no! 1 cannot he so 
selfish. Did T not refuee to take you with mo, my dear 
sister, because T love you? and ought I not to let the 
some motive prevail against my wish for such m dear 
companion as Eliza? IT must not think of it; I will act 
‘a8 becomes the pupil of her excellent father." 

“Well, well, this is all very fine,” suid my elder 
sister; “but I think, before you make rash resolutions, 
you had botter como with us to the parsonage, and see 
how you foel about it in Eliza's company.” 

‘This remark set us all on foot; und it being sow 
nearly sunset, we went forth to visit the dearest friends 
of our earliest years, How happy was my old master 
ta see mo, how rejoiced the girls! Eliz only was silent; 
but as I took her hand, there was something in its 
tremor, and in her shaded eyes, that showed thera was 
an anxious feeling at her heart, which provented her 
from entirely sharing her sisters’ joy, or from welcoming 
me with the cheerful kindness they did. They talked, 
sho wus silent; 1 was surprisod, disappointed, bowil- 
dered; it wns not the reception I had foolishly expected! 
yet I endeavoured to keep my spirits elate; but soon 
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found I conld not continue conversation; first I beoame 
silent, then serious, then depressed. I now found that 
although T bad not been six hours ia the village, the 
Goldsmiths already knew of my intended residence in 
America, and the subject was accordingly brought for- 
ward by them, and varlonsly commented on, Each 
member of the fumily had a hope, a fear, or a solicitude 
to okpross, One sought to encournge me, another to 
dissuade me from accepting my uncle's offer. Elizn 
remained. silent; I wished to know her opinion, tut I 
had aot the courage to say so. 1 suppose my looks 
asked for it; for at length she said— t. 

“ Edward, the providence of God is with you, whether 
in England or in the solitary desert; be not dissuaded 
from doing that which in your own mind you may think 
right.” 

Thoro was a noble firmness in her volce a8 she said 
this, although her eyes had tears in them. On meeting 
those sweet eyes, I got up from the place whore I was 
sitting, between my dear sister and Mise Goldemith, and 
seating myself beside Eliza, took her hand, and, turning 
towards her, would have spoken, but could not; her 
hand trembled « little, yet she looked on mo with a ewoet 
and sottlod composure, which gradually shed a calm 
over my ngitated feelings. 

T cannot now repeat what we said to each other about 
my removal to adistant land, haying no distinct remem 
brance of it, we were both so deeply moved; all Tam 
sure of is, that I did not speak of love. Our hearts, 
indeed, were already united and I think Eliza felt, as f 
did, that, aftor this evoning, they never could be separated. 

‘The ten called ns round the table, over which we con- 
versed on post times with great delight. 

“Do you remember,” suid Eliza, “when you taught 
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mo through this window, how to know the moon to be 
in its incrense or in its wane?” 

“I do remember it, dear Eliza,” I replicd; “it was 
the young moon, o simple curved line, showing iteelf 
nearly where the sun had set; and T remember—yes, 
IT well remember, the words you then said to me, as 
we looked upon its but L may not repeat them," — 
“O repeat them! repeat them!” every one exclaimed ; 
“garely you cannot bo ashamed of anything Eliza said.” 
I looked at her;—the bright colour heightened on her 
cheeks, but she was not confused. ‘I will repeat them 
myself, Edward,” said she, “as they must be told: 1 
suid, ‘You are my sun, dear Edward, and I thy faithful 
moon, watching thee in the weat.’”—“ That was pre- 
cisely it, my dear Elisa,” I rejoined; “and muy it be 
prophetic!” Tn these few ardent words, T had avowed 
my attachment, and finished the cruel struggle between 
my desire of baying her the consoling partner of my 
exile, and my unwillingness to take her from a peaceful 
home. She was silent for a moment or two; but ber 
eyes spoke the while most eloquently ; she turned them 
alternately from her father to mo, and resting them at 
Inst on me, anid in a very low yot still firm voice, “I 
have long believed in your love for me, Edward Seas 
ward; now you assure me of it: to-morrow you leave 
Awbury; I cannot conceal what I feel at the possibility 
of another separation.— My father! my sisters! — you 
know his worth, you will not think hardly of your poor 
Eliza's delicacy, if now, before you all, I confiss my 
Weep affection, Edward, dear Edward, I should pine 
and die, where you to go alone to the dreadful country 
you are destined for: may it now be our fate to live or 
die together.” Before she finished, I drew near her, and 
snatching her hand, pressed it to my lips: a hallowed 
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tear, seen only by the eye of Him who looks into the 
heart, dropton the hand; it was the seal of Edward's faith 
—it was not unperceived. 1 kissed that dear hand again 
and again, with difficalty articulating a few words of 
devoted affection, and sat down by her, with « delightful 
consciousness that she was mine. 

The feelings of all present where highly oxcited; tears 
flowed apace, or stood in the eyo of each, and my dear 
sister Maria kissed us both, weeping tears of joy. Mr. 
Goldsmith eat the while without speaking, but with 
a serious gravity which somewhat awed mo; yet his 
habitual kindness prevented his presence, or even his 
demeanour, being a check upon the houest sentiments of 
our united families on such an occasion ; and he knew the 
character of his youngest daughter too well, to impute 
her conduct to anything but innate dignity and inno- 
cence, It was now his own turn to add a word: —“ My 
childron,” said he, “we will sleop on this, and talk it 
over to-morrow.” — I passed the rest of the evening in 
conversing with Eliza, I told her, that she only had 
possession of my heart from my earliest yoars; but that 
I did confess, I had not been conscious of the extent and 
power of my affection until this vary day, for that I had 
not dured to think of it asa motive to action. T could 
not ventare to propose to myself’ taking her from safety 
into danger, and perhaps from happiness to misery; but 
the honest avowal of her sentiments, now at once decided 
me; and on my return to my uncle I would tell him 
frankly, that without her I would not go to Honduras, 
This was well; it was something like hersolf — frank, 
undissembling, and explicit: and Bowing from the same 
pure source of an unfeigned attachment, With these, 
and such like conversations, we passed the time, until our 
departure for the farm : and our returning walk was even 
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more happy than whea going thence, under the exhi+ 
larating indoence of high anticipation. 


parsonage, and spent the day with them, —x long and 
happy day, embraciag the past, the present, and the 
fature. I cannot trust myself to venture recounting the 
circumstances of oar delightful intercourse; and ‘a few™ 
days more, like to the last in sweetness but not intensity, 
completed my present visit to my native village. [had 
arranged overy thing with my revered tutor and pastor, 
and be promised to confide to me his beloved daughter. 

I left them early in the morning of the 26th of Septem- 
ber, with « promise quickly to return. My horse went 
lazily home, and I felt no disposition to hurry him; my 
thoughts took an opposite direction to that which occu- 
pied them whew on my way to revisit those from whom 
1 was now receding. I had my hopes and fears as to 
the fiture. ‘The past was for the time blotted from my 
memory, if I except the bappy days so lately passed 
at Awbury; bat those days scomed to constitute my 
present existence. 

T arrived late in the evening at my uncle’s, and was 
glad that he bad gone to the club; so, after taking tea 
quictly with my annt, I retired to rest. In the morning. 
‘we mot at broakfast: the old gentleman was happy to see 
tie, talked over the business at Honduras, told me the brig 
‘was getting ready; that we were to touch at Jamaica, 
land some of the cargo there, and take in lumber, with 
some other articles, for the Bay ; and that his correspoe- 
dent at Kingston would put me in the way to obtain a 
fow useful things for my better accommodation at St. 
Goorge’s Key; where his son bad resided for nearly « 
your, im little better than a negro hut; and so forth, 1 
heant him with w courteous attention, and then thought 
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it right for the purpose now nearest my heart, to say, 
“ Dear uncle, may I ask you one or two questions!”"— 
Certainly, Ned! certainly! a hundred, if you like, so 
they be short ones.” —“ Then, first, uncle, how long do 
you suppose may have to stay there?”"—* Till you make 
80 mach money, Nod, that you cannot spend it without 
coming to England: keep that in mind, boy: so make 
haste in your calling.” —* Well but, sir, that may not be 
accomplished as long as I live.”—O yes, Ned, I don’t 
think thee bast a great stomach for wealth.”—“ But, sir, 
you wished my questions to be short; will you make the 
answers 80? May I be five, or six, or seven, or ten years 
at St. George’s Koy?’—" Yor, perhaps you may; not 
loss than fivo or six years, cortainly.”—" Then, my doar 
uncle, I should not like to live there u bachelor, and 
perhaps get into immoral connexions, that would degrade 
me in my own eyes, und in the opinion of those L lore.’” 
—The old gentleman laughed immoderately, stood up, 
held his sides, and langhed and coughed, exclaiming, at 
intervals, “ Ned, you will be the death of me!" I knew 
not what to think of this; but my aunt made him sit 
down, snying, Mr. Seaward, our nephew is right; I 
like his sentiments?” — “He is an ass, and you are u 
fool!” he repliod, looking morosely at hors “I don’t 
want any of your prudery und nonsenso; I will tlk to 
him." The old lady walked out, and left us together. 
My heart sunk within me, In imagination I had already 
beheld my dear Eliza living with mo in ease and affluence, 
enjoying the bright sunshine of my prosperity, under the 
patronage of my uncle. A cloud now hung over me, 
which I expected to burst with a thunder-storm, the 
minute my nunt quitted the room, But my unclo was a 
wag in his way: he began to laugh immoderately again ; 
then recovering himself, said, “ It's better to marry than 
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burn; eh, Ned?" and continued his laughing fit. He 
was then able to resume: “That's it, Ned, eh? bat 
whore is the wifo, to be had at #0 short a notice? We 
can't give an order for her-—-Bale, No. 1, marked B.S. 
Ned, eb?” He then took another hearty laugh to hime 
self, and became quiet. I was now at case, being con- 
vinced there was no surly humour on his part, but the 
contrary, and thought this was my auspicious moment. 
Tat once told him the whole affair of my engagement t 
Eliza Goldsmith, He heard me out, in a business-like 
manner; and after some pause said, “ Well, Ned, it's 
your affnir, not mine; and if you are bent on it, Pl do 
my part. How the speculation will turn out, thee don't 
know, and I can't tell thee: these sort of articles, that we 
take for better for worse, not being ullowed to try the 
sample, don't always answer expectation; bat thee may’st 
be more fortunate, than some other people; and, as there 
is no time to lose, get thy business done; and, if thee 
likes, we will pat her and thee in the manifest.” He 
finished by shaking me by the hand, kindly and warmly, 
saying, “Nod! married or single, I will always be as a 
father to thee, boy.” [hope I thanked him as T ought; 
T am sure if I thanked him as I wishod, I did thank 
him as I ought, He desired me to return the next day 
to Awbury, and finish my businoss. 

On the morning of the next day, on wishing me a 
prosperous journey, he put a little parcel into my hand 
for my bride, which I had the happiness to deliver 
before nights it was a hundred-pound bank-note, a very 
acceptable wedding present, Time pressed hard; there 
was no leisure for calling in church; I roturn to 
Bristol, to employ @ proctor to procure a licence. My 
uncle, on seeing me, and learning the cause of my being 
back so soon, was rather testy about loss of timo; it 
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being of great importance to get the brig off, as the 
month of October was advancing. I could not obtain 
the licence under ten days; but, that we might make the 
most of the interval, I requested my dear unele and aunt 
to invite my sister, Maria and Eliza Goldsmith to Bristol, 
to have the opportunity of sooing their niece and my 
intended; und, moreover, I considered that the two 
young gentlowomen, in paying this visit, would be enabled 
to make a good use of my unclo’s kind proseat, for Blian’s 
outfit. My request was instantly complied with, and the 
invitation joyously accepted, 

My uncle was equally delighted with his niece and 
with her friend; but Eliza was evidently my aunt's 
favourite ; she went with her every where, chose evory 
thing, bought every thing ; while the dear girl received 
with thankfulness the attentions of the old lady. 

The important papor was at longth obtained; and my 
worthy uncle, with his spouse, proposed to accompany us 
to Awbury. We set off, a happy party. Mr. Goldsmith 
received us with his usual kindness: the wedding fol- 
lowed ; my uncle was in high spirits, which often burst 
forth in boisterous joy. He’ brought some Bristol 
man’s milk” with him, as he called it—old sherry wine, 
bought of Mr. Sheriff Glizson — and with this he made 
merry, and plied my good father-in-law beyond what he 
could well carry ; bot it was a wedding merry-making ; 
and be gaven hogahead of beer to the villagers, and made 
ita happy day. On the morrow we took an affectionate 
leave of our dear friends: our feelings were deep and 
various; there was little said at parting, bat much ex- 
pressed by that natural language, which the overflowing 
heart never fails to manifest. My avnt and uncle first 
stepped inta the coach that was to convey us; T then 
handed in my dear Eliza; she had scarcely taken her 
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seat, when an unexpected volunteer sprung in after her. 
‘Who are you?” cried my uncle,“ Ah, poor Fidele,"” 
said Eliza, “ I had overlooked you in taking leave of my 
friends.” She patted him kindly, and was handing him 
out to tho servant, when the dog (a beautiful little spaniel 
of King Charles's breed) turned back his hend, to look 
once more on his favourite mistress, and whined so pite- 
ously, that my uncle, who observed it, exclaimed, “No, 
no!" and stretching himself forward, so as to be heard 
by the group without, “let the little fellow go with her; 
he hasa warm heart towards her, and a good one too, 
Dogs never change, though men sometimes do: no allu- 
sion to you Ned." Take him, Eliza," they all said, and 
I more emphatically than all the rest. I was affected, 
in witnessing the attachment of this dumb creature, to 
tho one to whom I myself was so devotedly attached. 
My sister Maria and I then got into the carriage ; and, 
with many adieus from the windows, we set forword 
and, after a ploasing journey of a fow hours, arrived at 
the door of my uncle. 

Next day we went soberly and diligently to work, 
fo prepare for our departure, However, there was yet 
much todo. I had frequent conferences with my anele 
‘at the counting-honse; and at length he gave me my 
instructions in writing, with letters to Mr. Dickinson 
at Kingston, und letters for my cousin at Honduras, 
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CHAPTER II. 


We sailed from Bristol on the 80th of October, 1733, 
with a fine breeze from the eastward. On going down 
the river Avon in a boat, to join the brig at Kingroad, 
Eliza was charmed by the scenery on each side of the 
banks, St. Vincent's rocks presented a sublime object 
on the right side; and those on the left, covered with 
wood from the water's edge to their summits, rivalled, by 
thoir beauty, the sublimity of the perpendicular precipices 
opposite. “I shall never forget this scene,” she observed, 
“it is so impressive.” Sho did not thon know that a 
timo was not far distant, when her abode would be under 
such a rock; equally precipitous, but more gigantic. 

‘The wind was fair; we sailed down the Bristol Chan- 
nel, with fine weather and smooth water, It blow fresh 
from the north-west, after passing Lundy Islands and for 
ten days we proceeded jocundly; but a long continuance 
of contrary wind, with rain goon after, as emblematic of 
human life, altered our condition and our feelings. Eliza 
was very sick, and the captnin was in bad humour; 80 
that we were far from comfortable: but the wind changed 
again, and with it returned our lively sense of present 
happiness, if I may so express it. Such are the events 
that modify earthly enjoyment. In three weeks we got 
into the trade winds: here, with studding sails, low and 
aloft, the vessel glided along smoothly and delightfully. 
In little more than five weeks, we passed through the 
Mons passage, between Porto Rico and Hispaniola; and 
on the day six weeks of quitting the Bristol Channel, we 
made the cast ond of Jamaica. ‘The high blue mountains, 
presented a most magnificent spectacle; and when we 
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approached near enough to discern the trees and planta- 
tiona, we were charmed by the snperb face of the whole 
country, The sky was brilliant and cloudless, the breeze 
fair und refreshing: our spirits were proportionally 
buoyant; and as the vessel ran along shore for Port 
Royal, all the next day our delight was kept alive by the 
newness and yustnees of the ecenery which lay upon our 
right. The grand expanse of ocean was no novelty now 
to us, or we might have turned our back upon the shore 
to gaze upon it, a¢ a suitable accompaniment t the 
sublime and beantiful Iandseape which so totally ab- 
Sys us. 

negro pilot came on board, us we neared Port 
Royals Hl Eliza waa a good deal struck by his appear 
ance, and his manner, and way of speaking; which, 
being nothing new to me, I hardly noticed: I had seen 
such in Virginia, but to her there was much to interest; 
he was to her mind’s eye, st that moment, the represen- 
tative of the whole negro population; which drew from 
her some observations, alike creditable to her head and 
hor heart. We soon hauled round Port Royal point; 
the sandy foundation of a small town of little importance, 
But many years ago, on the space we now sailed over, 
its ancestor had stood, n place of wealth and elegance; 
which, they say, like Sodom and Gomorrah, baving 
become the seat of all licentiousness, was swallowed ap 
by an carthquake in 1692, 

We had nothing to do at Port Royal, therefore did 
not drop anchor, but worked up to Kingston against the 
swa-breeze; und came to, off the town, just us the breeze 
was dying away. Mr. Dickinson, my uncle's friend, was 
absent in the country at his penn; we therefore deter- 
mined to remain on board all night, and did so. About 
nine o'clock next moraing, we received a visit from him, 
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and much courtesy; he insisting that we should take up 
‘our residence at his penn during our stay in the island ; 
which we gladly accepted, and accordingly necompunied 
him on shore; and afier I had delivered my letters to 
him, and mado some arrangomente with respect to the 
enrgo, he drove myself and wife out into the country; 
where we were agreeably entertained by the hospitality 
of our friend, and the novelty of all we saw. 

I returned with him in the morning to Kingston, to 
business, leaving my dear wife at the penn; and this 
was our daily practice, going beck again a little before 
supper time. The part of the cargo for the Jamaicn 
market, was landed. American Inmber, as planks, 
shingles, ete. together with American flour in barrels, 
some maize or Indian corn, together with island produce, 
as coffec, sugar, rum, cte. recompleted the cargo for 
Honduras. Mr. Dickinson gave me an appalling uc- 
count of: the place we were bound to; he said, St. 
George’s Key, where my cousin resided, was nothing 
bettor than m large sand-bank; and thet the town of 
Belize, on the main land, consisted of a few wretched 
houses on the south side of the river of that name; and 
that the whole country, for nearly a hundred miles in 
every dirvotion, was little better than a ewamp covered 
with mangroves; that there was neither beef nor mutton 
to be had; that the inhabitants passed most of their time 
up the country, cutting logwood and mahogany; that 
they lived on Irish salted provisions, American flour, and 
maize; and looked to their fish, and turtle, aa their only 
resource for fresh provisions, This was a sad prospect. 
“No wondor,” said I, “that my cousin Tou desires to 
return to England.” T must confess, the account from 
Mr. Dickinson disheartened me not a little, and I thought 
it right not to conceal what I had heard from Eliza. 
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“Well,” said she, “but wo shall bo together Edward; 
happiness is not meat nor drink, but pence and eontent~ 
ment; and under privations, we may be induced to seek 
that happiness where alone it can be found.” ‘My heart 
owned the support it had roceived; I was again at ease, 
and attended to the completion of our cargo with cheer= 
fulness. 

All being ready on Saturday the 22d of December, 
tho captain dotermined to suil the noxt day, viz., Sunday 
the 28d; on which holy day, for some fanciful reson or 
superstition, sailors like to put to sea. By Mr, Dickin- 
son's advice, Iwas to buy two or throo gonte; and as 
muny fowls and ducks, and Guinen-fowl, as the coops 
would held, for stock on our arrival at St. George's 
Key; the probability being that I should find “a plentiful 
scarcity,” as he expressed it, of such things at my cousin's 
residence; who, he said, lived like a Bay-man, on salt pro- 
visions and turtle. I was therefore to go into the negro 
market on Sunday morning, the market-dey of Jamaica. 
I told Eliza of my object, and she desired to accompany 
me; yet not without passing a just but severe censure 
on such an unchristian usage in o Christian colony. The 
market was held ina large strect, and we saw it fall of 
negroes, male and female, with all sorts of fruits and 
‘vegetables and poultry; it was # grotesque scene, and, 
although I had been on this side of the Atlantic before, 
was perfectly novel to me. We bought two gonts with kid, 
a dozen fowls, a3 many Muscovy-dacks, and half-e-dozen 
Guineo-fowl, a great quantity of yams and plantains, and 
coceos (a tort of potatoe), some shaddooks, and oranges, 
and limes, and a few pumpkins and water-molons, balf-a- 
dozen fine pine-upples, and as many muskemelons, some 
capsicums and bird-peppers, and two large sugar-canes. 

Mr. Dickinson's negroes took our stock on board, 
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which, when the captain saw, ho exelaimed, “ What are 
we to do with all this? we shall be only five or six days 
on the passnge.”—* It is stock, captain, for St. George's 

" Troplied, “where I shall be happy to see you 
take some of it when we arrive.”—O! very well,” cried 
he; “you may keep poultry there, if you carry a good 
stock of maize for them; but nothing will grow there, 
that you have brought on board, excopt the pumpkins and 
water-melons ; unless you could take some good soil with 
you; and I don’t think that wonld pay freight.” 

‘The brig was under weigh at eleven o'clock, and wo 
ran down to Port Royal, « distance of eight or nine 
miles, in little more than an hour, With the same fine 
breeze, we stood out to sea, and shaped our course to the 
southward, to keep clear of the Pedro shoals; which, by 
the way, was not our proper route: we should have kept 
between those shoals and the island of Jamaica; but it 
was the captain's obstinacy, or fate, not to do so. In the 
evening we were becalmed, Portland Point being just 








little or no way through the water, About three o'clock 
in the morning (Monday 24th), the wind off the land 
reached us, which carried the brig a few leagues farther 
to the southward. Early in the forenoon the trade-wind 
set in, very fresh, from the x. %. a, when the cuptain, 
considering himself clear of the Pedro ghouls, edged 
away a little to the westward; and finding, by observa. 
tion at noon, that he was well to the southward, the brig 
was kept away west, the trade-wind continuing to blow 
steadily from the eastward, but sometimes freshening 
almost into a gale. We found by our reckoning on 
Tuesday at noon, that we must have run nearly two 
hundred milos during the last twenty-four hours. 

The gale began now to slacken, and the wind yeored 
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to the ».mand xx. x. in squully, looking sometimes 
very black to windward, so that from time to time we 
wore under the nocessity of taking in sail. Bat the sea 
bad got up, and. the motion of the vessal had become 
very uneasy; therefore it was necessary to lash and 
secure the hen-coops on deck, and every thing in the 
cabin and state rooms, ns snfoly as possible. Towards 
evening the weather became still more unsettled; some- 
times perfectly calm, yet the sea much agitated; some- 
times blowing a fine steady breeze from the castward, 
which induced the captain again to set the topgallant 
sails; then suddenly chopping round with a heavy squall 
from the x. w., obliged us to clew up all sail. I requested 
the captain, as night was coming on, to hand the main- 
sail and topgallant sails, and close-reef the topsails, and, 
being made snug, to lay to under casy sail till daylight; 
hs we were now approaching the main land, where the 
shoale and rocks were numerous, and not accurately Inid 
down on the chart; but he would not consent to heave 
the vessel to, although he made her snug: he woukl 
Kcop his course, to get in under the island of Rattan in 
the morning, if possible; and I was obliged to yield to 
his determination. One of the men said we should bave 
a hurricane: “The hurricane months are over, you 
bleckguard,” replied the captain angrily. The man, 
however, appeared to know what he was talking about, 
and T, for one, believed him ; but the captain laughed at 
him, after his choler had subsided, I then thought it 
quite time to insist on the dead lights being put in, to 
secure the cabin windows against the violence of the sea, 
if it should break up against them: and well it was that 
T had been firm to have it dono; for the windows were 
scarcely secured by their wooden ontside shutters, when 
it began to thunder and rain in torrents; it was one 
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cascade of water from the heavens. My poor dear wife 
had gone below into the cabin a’little before the storm 
came on; she had been induced to descend, by the awful 
blackness that totally oversprend the sky, which until then 
had been cheeringly bright in some one quarter or other $ 
and although T did not remain five minutes after her, I 
was thoroughly wetted to the skin, before I could get off 
deck and run down the adder, T had scarcely entered 
the cabin, when the wind arose suddenly, and with such 
violence, that the brig in an instant seemed on her beam 
ends, At this moment I thought I heard some one fall 
down the companion Indder. The hurricane had blown 
the esils to ribands, but the crew bad succeeded in getting 
her before the wind. The vessel being a little steady, 
T went to see who or what it was that had made the 
unlucky tumble, and found my two goats; which, in the 
bustle and confusion, had probably attempted to take 
refuge in the companion; or some one had thrown them 
there purposely out of the way, as the door was imme. 
diately closed down after them, to keep the eea from 
rolling from the deck into the steerage passage and cabin. 
This circumstance, which at the time did not appear 
worthy of much notice, was nevertheless important; the 
hand of Providence having directed it. 

T now endeavoured to console my wife, whose strength 
of mind and kindness of heart bestowed reciprocal con- 
solations on myself. God will preserve us, my honoured 
love!" said she; “I feel that we are safe, notwithstand- 
ing this dreadful hurricane: but,” added she, pressing 
my hand, and moying it to her lips, “if we should be 
drowned, we shall die together, and we shall not be 
separated: we shall meet, where we can part no more.” 
Her feelings now overpowered her, and she fell on my 
nock and wept, I kissed away the tears from her eyes, 
saying, “We will trust in the Almighty.” c 
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I wanted to go on deck, but was not able to effect ity 
the companion door Would not move, and the sea was 
dashing over the quarter deck. I, however, got the 
people there, to open one of the side doors a little, and 
T peeped out. The wind howled horribly, and the sea 
was all in w foam: the brig was running before the 
wind, sometimes on one point of the compass, sometimes 
on another, just as the gale happened to chop round; 
which it sometimes did, and then the sea broke over the 
brig, while she was veering to the wind. Two of the 
hands, and the yawl, had been washed overboard. We 
continued to be driven by the storm for eight or ten 
hours, I cannot tell in whut direction; but about two or 
three o'clock in the morning, they called out, ‘Breakers, 
breakers! land! breakers!” 1 was below with my wife 
in the cabin. Being no seaman, I could do no good on 
deck; but, bearing this, I got up the ladder to the com 
pasion door, All was again fast down, and they could 
not open it; im fact, all hands wore too much absorbed 
by the awfulness of their situation. In a fow minutes 
the vessel struck, and we, who were below, were thrown 
violently on the cabin floor, The poor dog, our faithful 
Fidele, howled mournfully as he was driven to the farther 
end of the cubin: this, at such a moment, had « powerful 
effect on us, “ We arc indood lost!” said my wife, as 
she recovered a little from the fall she had just received. 
T did not now wait to console her by my words: T 
renewed my efforts to force the companion door, and get 
upon deck; but it was perfect darkness where we were, 
and I could not find anything to add to my own ineffee- 
tual strength, nor could I make any one on deck attend 
to me}; they could not hear me for the noise made by 
the howling of the wind and the breaking of the sea; 
yetT sometimes heard them, and could discover that they 
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were cutting away the wreck of the mainast, which lay 
over the side—making ready to get the long boat over 
the gunwale, to escape, if possible, from the perishing 
vessel. I now became frantic; I knocked with my 
hands, and hallooed with all my power, but to no pur 
pose. By accident I stumbled over an empty stone 
bottle at the foot of the ladder, with the bottom of which 
T struck the companion door so violently that I succeeded 
in arresting the attention of the captain. He unbolted 
it, telling me at the same time, “ We are all lost!” bat 
that the men were trying to launch the long boat, our 
only chance; for, although it was likely ehe would 
swamp in the breakers, it was quite certain the brig 
would go to pieces in a few minutes; and if Mrs, Sea- 
ward and I chose to go, we must be up in a second, for 
“Took there!” said he; erying out at the same time, 
“another shove, lads, und she's all our own t”—the long 
boat was Inunched; and I returned down the Indder, 
with all speed, The brig was lying on her starboard 
side, the sea breaking over her bow and fore-chains; but 
from the position of a rocky island to windward, she 
was pretty quict abaft, and to leeward, so that a boat 
might live under her lee; and I expected the captain 
would wait for us there a little. The moment I rejoined 
my dear wife, I urged her instantly to accompany me 
to the dock, telling her our situntion, “No!” said she, 
“Twill not stir, and you will not stir; they must all 
perish ; a boat cannot endure this storm. Let us trust 
in God, Edward,” continued she, and if we dicy we die 
together.”"—* It is done,” I replied 5 “ we will not stir.” 
—* Then tell them so," cried she hastily; “and if you 
can lay your hand on the bread-bag in your way, it may 
be useful to thom, if they survive this hour.” I hastened 
to ascend; at which moment the brig seamed to right, 
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and T was struck back by a column of water rushing 
down the companion, followed by the shutting to of its 
doors. The brig bad swung off the point of the reef, 
and the eea then broke over the main chains, the vessel 
being upright. T now easily suceoeded in getting on ~ 
deck, but no bont was to be seen; yet now and then T 
thought 1 heard the voices of the miserable crow at some 
distance, on the brig’s quarter; and sometimes I fincied 
Taw them, when the strong lightning's glare lighted 
up every thing around for an instant, leaving the imme- 
diate darknese greater. The brig soon took the ground 
again, ou a reef within, und heeled over as before, which 
threw me down the ladder; the companion doors for 
tunately slamming to after me, as the #ea instantly broke 
over the vessel fore and aft. My ever kind wite hastened 
to my assistance, but was herself thrown to the other 
side ofthe cabin. I was not hurt, so that in a little time 
Treached the place where she lay, and we crawled up 
together to windward, where we endeavoured to secure 
ourselves, More than hour passed away with us this, 
in diemal darkness below; but we enjoyed the light of 
God's presence; offering up prayer to him, in short but 
emphatical ejaculations; and he heard us: we felt the 
influence of his peace, and were resigned to his will. 

Our situation was awful; in all human probability, 
within one short hour we should be engulfed by an overs 
whelming sea. With arms folded round each other, we 
Sat, endeavouring to keep our position, and fo remained 
till the heaving motion of the vessel gradually subsided, 
and at length became scarcely perceptible; but she con- 
tinued to lic over, nearly on her beam ends, I now 
agein thought it right to reach the deck, and us the 
ladder had been lashed to its situation, it was not dis 
placed, notwithstanding all the shocks the vessel tad 
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sustained. On ascending the ladder, T pushed open the 
lee half of the companion door, when a gleam of joy 
rushed upon me, on perceiving that the day had dawned, 
and that the water to leeward was quite smooth. The 
brig now lying on the innermost pnrt of the reef, I dis 
covered high land a-head and astern, and a fine sandy 
beach abreast of us, little more than a mile off. T hastened 
below to my dear wife, into the dark cabin, exclaiming, 
“« Come to me, my love; come on deck ; it is daylight!” 
Without a word, she made her way to mo, and ascended 
the ladder. On emerging from darkness into light, her 
feelings overcame her, and she poured forth her heart to 
God. After a few moments of abstraction, he crept 
down to the lee ganwale of the quarter-deck: “ Where 
is the boat and our poor companions?” she exclaimed ; 
“1 do not see them !”— Perhaps,” I replied, “ they 
are safely landed on yon beach, and will soon return to 
take us out of the vessel.” I now looked carncstly 
around me: the mainmast was gone, hut the stamp was 
standing; the wreck of it had been cleared away: the 
foremast remained, but the fore-topmast had gone, and 
was hanging by its rigging forward: the booms were 
srone, the boats were gone, the gabbose for cooking goue, 
the binnacle gone: the hencoops alone remained in their 
places; but all the fowls and Guinen-fowls that were in 
the coop to leeward, were drowned: the ducks which 
were in the other coop survived, and also four fowls; 
yet those seemed more dead than alive, All was deso- 
tation on deck and aloft; bur the day had dawned, and 
the morning smiled serenely on us, while a gentle calm 
spread itself over the ocean all around. 

‘The land astern of the brig to the northward, seemed 
high aud well wooded; but our eyes wore attracted by 
the smooth sandy shore, where we wished and hoped to 
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be; and thus gazing, our attention bocame gradually 
riveted on @ promontory, which terminates the sandy 
beach to the southward, distant about three miles. The 
rising sun shone directly upon it, and it wax then thut 
it arrested our particular notice, indced admiration, not- 
withstanding onr critical situation. When these almost 
happy emotions hnd a Little subsided, we looked in every 
direction for the boat, but looked in vain; and then sad 
misgivings for the fate of the crew crossed our mind, 
which, even in spite of our consciousness to the lute 
mercy, extended itself to ourselves; for although we felt 
un honest onxicty for the lives of our captain and his 
crow, yet we depended on them as a means, and, indeed, 
the only probable means, of our own escape from this 
unknown shore. In these contemplations, and suspense, 
we continued for some hours; during which time I for- 
tunately thought I would try the pumps: the brake of 
the starboard pump had been shipped, but its bolt was 
twisted by some violence, so that it would not work: I 
could not find the other brake; and with great difficulty, 
afer much hard exertion, T got the brake out, and 
shipped it with the bolt in the loe pump. 1 then went 
towork, and there was plenty to dos I kept pumping 
till I was quite exhausted, and tho wator still came up 
as abundantly as ever. I concluded the brig’s bottom 
must be stove in, so that if we should beat off the reef 
into deep water, we must sink and go down, 

About ten o'elock in the forenoon, the breeze began to 
sot in from the sea, nearly #.».x., and the brig worked 
fore and aft, I told my wife what my fears were, and 
that if it eo happened, we must endeavour to get up the 
fore-rigging; as the water in-shore of us could not be 
very deep, and take the chance from thence of any escape 
that might offer. She pressed my hand, and looked like 
an angel in my face, bat spoke not a word. 





——- 
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Tho sea-breeze freshened, and the sea beat a little on 
the weather side of the brig. In half an hour ber stern 
swung off into deep water, and she hung by the bow. 
We now righted, that is to say, the vessel became upright 
in the water, and, although no seaman, I had sailed 
enough to know something about it; I therefore immo- 
dintely went to the tiller to see if the rudder was gone, 
which I had every reason to expect, but it was not; and 
at this discovery I rejoiced groutly, exclaiming, “The 
rudder is safe; that's well!” My wife did not precisely 
understand this, but she felt security in my look, and she 
thanked and blessed God for his goodness. ‘Tho sea- 
breeze blew more freshly, but we hung by the fore-foot 
on the edge of the reef, which no doubt was higher than 
astern, At length the brig broke ndrift, having most 
likely torn off her false keel forward, and perhaps some 
of the coral rock which had held her. T was now all 
amaze; I did not know what to do. “We must be 
patient, Edward,” said my dear wife; “wo shall go 
quietly on the sand.” The brig continued to drift in 
upon # point of rock, close to which we saw un little 
rivulet, On this rock I expected to be dashed in pieces, 
but the current which was setting us on that point, aleo 
directed us past it to the southward; so that the brig 
drifted between the reef to the eastward, and the long 
beach to the westward, down towards the perpendicular 
mountainous height, which we had so attentively fixed 
our eyes on early in the morning, as forming the southern 
extremity of the sandy extension. I was desirous to get 
the brig under some command: there was something 
dragging astern; but tinding the fore-staysail yet untorn, 
although the sheet had been curricd away, I got the 
weather sheet over, and waa able to act the sail: the 
vessel's hoad now paid off, and she would steor; I there- 
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fore made up my mind to keep on ss far as T could with 
safety, hoping to sce some inlet, as the current proved 
there must be a passage somewhere; but if T could not 
discover one, to bump her on the sandy beach. She 
went along cleverly, for a vesecl almost a wreck; that 
is, she was not at all waterlogged, and consequently in 
no danger of sinking; hence on that score my great fear 
was removed, I soon approached the mountainous pro- 
montory, which seemed to stand up before me like a 
vast giunt, to obstruct my further progress: I therefore 
determined to bump her on shore. The wind, by striking 
‘against the high land, blew directly from the cast, which 
favoured my intention. I then put the helm up, and 
that, together with the fore-staysail, brought her bead 
west, and I nn far the beach close under the promon- 
tory. How great my joy when T discovered an inlet, 
not twice the vessel’s breadth! T pushed into it, and in 
a few minutes found myself at the end of a little cove, 
with rocks and fragments of rocks on my larboard side, 
and a fine sandy bench on my right, with the same 
avhead. Here the brig struck, and stuck fast with her 
how: the shock threw myeelf and my wife forward with 
great violence; and we were both more bruised by this 
happy event, than by all the toseings and tumblings we 
had experienced during the hurricane, “Blessed be 
God!" cried I, getting up and shaking myself: but my 
dear Eliza was stunned, and it was some time before she 
recovered her sensor. Eventful as our situation was, 
I thought of nothing but hor: I rat down by her, and 
rubbed her hands between mine: she looked up and 
smiled ; then raising her arm over my neck, and kissing 
sy forehead, as she was often wont to do, said, “I thank 
God you are safe, my Edward!” 


O— 
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CHAPTER III. 


We saw ourselves at length delivered from the perils 
of the ocean, and placed in a atate of security: we raised 
our hearts to the fountain of merey, and blessed God in 
thankfulness, It was, however, some time before we 
could collect ourselves: we looked back upon the ocean, 
and the reef, and the rocky islands, from whose horrors 
we so lately had escaped, with strong emotions still par- 
taking of terror, although now ia safety; and this feeling 
‘was somewhat increased by the immediate sight of the 
immense cliffs, which towered over the masthead of the 
brig, us if ready to fall upon us. But it was not long 
before our selfporeession completely returned: we were 
in a anug place, and the sea all on this side of the roof, 
to fir boyond us, perfectly smooth : our fears, therefore, 
gradually dissipated ; we felt ourselves under God's pro- 
tection, and were at case, 

“ Poor Fidole!"" suddenly exclaimed my wife, “* it is 
only now thut T remember thee! T will go down into the 
cabin, and see what bas become of my faithful little dog.” 
—* Yor, my Eliza,” roplied I, * wo will go down toge- 
ther; and as we are in a safe place hore, where the sea 
cannot break in upon the vessel, I will get out the dead 
lights, and let the cheerfal and fresh air into the 
cabin, by opening the windows; we shall then see what 
we are about.” The poor dog was averjoyed by the first 
admission of light, and by our presence: he could not 
contain himself; to uso a homely but expressive phrase, he 
seemed né if he would jump out of his skin; his caressos 
were incessant, and he could only be restrained by his 
mistress taking him on her knee. I soon succeeded in 
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getting all the dead lights out: wo then saw the devasta- 
tion that had taken place below; tables, chairs, swinging 
lamp, chests, trunks, and many other things huddled 
together, and some smashed to pices. How the dog 
escaped without broken bones, I cannot divine; but we 
also had escaped; and a sparrow falleth not to the 
ground, without the permission of our heavenly Father. 

We now felt, and acknowledged our exhaustion; 90 
that I carnestly wished to get something to refresh my 
dear wife; but I could not find any bread, nor, indeed, 
anything else, at the instant. Soon, however, E laid my 
hand on an unbroken bottle of wine jummed up in one 
of the berths, and forcing in the cork, we each took « 
small quantity; then reclining on the after-lockers, to 
repose ourselves u little, we both foll asleep. I suppose 
I slept some hours: for when I awoke, I looked up, 
and saw my Eliza sitting by me, with Fidele at her 
side: she had been watching me in my sleep. “ Dear 
Edward,” said the, “ you have taken a sweet rest: how 
delightfully the breeze blows in upon us, through the 
cabin windows! I should now be very comfortable, if 
we could find the boat with oar companions.” I arose, 
and set about hunting for some biscuit, and found the 
bag I had intonded to throw into the long boat: it 
was hanging on a nail behind the Indder; and there at 
my feet, I saw our two goats huddled together behind » 
hammock, some one had stowed away in that place, the 
preceding dey. I brought the bag along with me joy~ 
fully, and we began to eat of it with thankfulness; taking 
a little sup of the wine now and then from the bottle; 
whieh, in our exhausted stato, was great refreshment and 
support tous. I told Bliza I had seen the goats, and 
that they werd alive. We now went upon deck, taking 
Fidole with we: in passing, I handled the poor animals, 
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as they lay in the nook under the Indder: one of them, 
T was sorry to find, had its hinder leg broke: we felt pity 
for the poor creature, but could not at that instant attend 
to it; for it occurred to me, that the bow of the vessel 
should be immediately secured by ropes to the rocks, as 
another hurricane might come, and blow ux out of the 
creek, in which the good providence of God had havened 
us, There was plenty of rope on deck, eheets and hal- 
linrds of the wreck: with some of these T quickly got on 
shore, the larboard side of the brig being close to the rock, 
and set about making them fast round large blocks of elif 
on our larbourd bow; then rested content, after three or 
four hours’ great exertion, with what I had done. 

While [ was thus employed, my wife had taken the 
dead fowls from the coops, and broken some biseuit in 
small pieces, with which she fed the remaining live ones. 
“ We can cat one of the drowned fowls,” observed T; 
“it will be a good dinner for us, and we want it.”"—« I 
am not hungry,” she replied; “ yet you must be 20: 
but how can we make a fire?” Here I was at a stand, 
‘There were fire-arms in the cabin, unloaded, and conse- 
quently useloas: I had pistols in a trank, blocked up in 
the state-room by an accumulation of things against the 
door, and which, therefore, I could not get at. I then 
Dethought myself of the ship's spy-glass, and found it 
hanging safely in ite bracket. * This will do,” said 1; 
“ the grent lens is a burning-glass; I will step on shore 
with it, and kindle a fire: you and Fidele shall go with 
me." 

‘We put up a couple of the dead fowls into our bag, 
with the remains of the biscuit, and the bottle of wine; 
aud, by a little help, my dear wife and her faithful dog, 
both overjoyed, once more trod the welcome eurth again, 
‘We locked on the vessel with deep emotion, and on the 
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strange land we were now for the first time treading to- 
gcther— the probable residence of our future life, whether 
long or short. We did not proceed far along the sand 
under the rocks, among the fragments of which were 
thorny bushes, without picking up some dry branches and 
dead loaves; but being under the shadow of a high pre- 
cipice, standing directly south (and therefore intereepting 
the sun's rays to a considerable distance, nearly from his 
rising, even until his setting, at this season of the year), 
I carried some of my fuel to a place where the sun shone ; 
then unscrewing the top of the spy-glass, took out the large 
lena; with which in a short time converging his rays, I 
ignited the leaves, and thus a fire was instantly kindled. 
My dear helpmate set to work plucking the fowls, while T 
removed the fire closer to the rock, into the shade; and, by 
the aid of plenty of dry sticks, made o large blaze there, 
on the embers of which the fowls were to be dressed. 
“ We have no water,” she said, “and Iam indeed very 
thirsty.” [ did not know where to find the water on board 
the brig, und therofore proposed to walk along under the 
rocks, and look for a spring. She did not like me to go 
out of her sight, fearing I should be surprised by savoges; 
who might be somewhere about, although we bad not seen 
any. This idea had never yet crossed my minds but now 
it was suggested, I confess it made me very uneasy; but 
the apprehension regarded her, not myself. In conse- 
quence, we agreed to dross the fowls as fast as we coald, 
and return on board to eat them, where, perhaps, I might 
obtain some water, To hasten this project, I stopped her 
in the process of placking them, and taking my penknife 
from my pocket, contrived to skin them with great dis+ 
paich; and in halfan hour they were both broiled. The 
poor dog, being half famished, ate up the liver and giz~ 
anrds with great avidity; while the cooking necessary to 
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our stomachs, under our present feelings scomed to go 
on but slowly. As soon, however, as we thought them 
eatable, E put them into the bag with the biscuit, and 
retraced our steps hastily to the brig, fearing every 
moment to be surprised by some of the natives. 

On our return into the cabin, T was fortunate in finding 
water in a tea-kettle; which bad slid into corner to lee 
ward under some other things, without baying been upset. 
‘This was a great boon in our present straits, and we drank 
of it greedily, and then partook of our proposed dinner 
with thankfalness. 2 

My firet attention was directed to ropel any attack from 
the natives, and I lost no time in getting down the threo 
muskets which had hung securely in their fastening. I 
knew where the captain kept the ball cartridges in his 
siate-room; which, being on the weather side when the 
vessel struck upon the rocks, wax not blocked up at the 
door, I tried the flints, and loaded the muskets, and 
placed them on the after-lockers in the cabin: with this 
preparation for onr defence, T was at present satisfied. 

We now set to work to put the wreck of furniture, and 
other things, in their places, which were heaped up in one 
corner of the cabin, close to our state-room door. I say 
we, for my delicate little Eliza put ont all her strength 
to help me. We very soon accomplished our task; and 
1 wns glad to find that there was little damage done to 
the things, so tossed together, Before evening, the cabin 
looked much as it used to doz und the vessel being in a 
perfectly safe and quiet inlet, we folt much comfort in the 
possession of so desirable an asylum. 

‘We again went upon deck, to look around for the boat 





have a more extended view, I went up the fore-rigging, 
and had not ascended far, whon I was enabled to sve over 
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the sandy beach, which seemed about half mile broad ; 
and I was delighted to behold an extensive lake or fine 
harbour, surrounded by land, immediately on the further 
side. Eliza had followed me to the forecastle, to be my 
guardiun angel, us I went on this, to her mind, perilous 
expedition, At the first moment of seeing over the sandy 
isthmus, I made some exclamation of surprise, and then 
endeavoured to explain what I saw. A confused idea 
crossed my wind, that we were somewhere on the 

Main; and on coming down, I told her what I thought. 
“Well, be it as it may,” said sho, “we have felt that 
God is gracions, and we will rest entirely upon his provi~ 
dence.” 1 wished her to land again, as I had fire-arms; 
saying, we would walk under the rocks, to the further 
side of the isthmus. “T will do so, if you wish it,” she 
roplied; “ but I think it were better to defer it until the 
morning; and in the mean time we con do something for 
the poor goat that has broken its leg; and make some 
other arrangements here, for which there is much need.’ 
T instantly acquiesced, perceiving at once the reasonable~ 
nose of tho suggestion; for I had boon impelled to make 
the proposal, by some indescribable curiosity, and nothing 
more, 

I got the poor goat upon deck, and bound up ite 
broken log in tho best way I could; then, bringing up 
the other, gave them half a dozen plantains, which they 
fate eagerly, All our vegetable stock, brought from 
Kingston, had been put into the steerage in hampers: 
into thie place there was a door from under the com- 
panion ladder, but there was also a small! hatch over the 
steerage, which had been battened down during the gale, 
and I was obliged to remore it before I could make my 
way to anything below, Here were the suilors’ berths, 
und chests, and a few yams and plantains, which they 
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bad provided to cat with their salt meat: they also kept 
a bog here for biscuits, and supplied it at their pleasure. 
Our former discovery of biscuit, was nearly exhausted ; 
but, on finding this new store, we gave the remainder in 
our bag, which was almost dast, to the few fowls and 
ducks that had survived the storm; their feathers were 
now dry, and they looked quite cheery. The sun being 
set, the evening came on apace; we therefore retired to 
our cabin, closing the companion door after us. Hitherto 
we had been satisfied with occasional bursts of gratitude 
to our heavenly Father, for his providential care of us; 
but now we went upon our knecs, and with our whole 
souls, rendered to him the due sacrifice of praise and 
re 
We lay down in peace and thankfulness; but notwith- 
Standing this happy frame of mind, our slumbers were 
disturbed, by “the noises of the preceding night yet 
ringing in our ears. We arose with the dawn, the cool 
freshness of which was truly delightful: a couple of 
orange, with biscuit, was our breakfast: and, still find- 
ing water in the ten-kettle, we drank some of it, mixed 
with a little wine. “Now, my Eliza,” said I, “ will you 
venture on shore, and lot us explore the other side of the 
isthmus?”"— Yes" she replied, “I will go cheerfully 
uow.” I took two of the muskets, and gave to her 
boarding-pike to carry as n staff, and to have recourse to 
for defence, if necessary; and with our faithful little 
dog, we descended at one step from the brig’s side to the 
rock, TI shouldered both the muskets, and keeping up 
‘as yet the good old fashion of England, she took my 
right arm with her left, but holding in the other her 


We thus proceeded to cross the isthmus, close under 
the precipitous promontory; when after walking about 
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two hundred yards, or rather more, I observed 6 chasm, 
or falling back of the rock, in the recess of which our 
eyes were delighted.with the sight of many acacias and 
some other small trees. Having gained the summit of 
the sandhills, we suddenly had a distinct view of the 
fine sheet of water beyond, with land on every side of 
it, The sea breeze was faint, and the water but gently 
stirring with the breeze. It was charming scenes we 
stopped a few minntes to gaze on it, then proceeded to 
gain the margin of the lake. The rocks continued 
stupendous, but less precipitous; being wooded high up, 
more or less, with palmettos and some other smull trees. 
When we came within about two hundred yards of the 
beach, they terminated abruptly, presenting n high front 
to the west; opposite to which Iny a low bluck rock, that 
stretched itself into the lake nearly one hundred yards; 
and between these rocky opposites, the sfind of the isth- 
‘mus seemed still to spread. When we came to this point, 
‘we looked round the face of the promontory that now 
appeared before ns, and hnd the inexpressible delight to 
see at no great distance a spring of water, gushing forth 
in an ample stream clear as crystal, We instantly made 
towards jt, and simultancously thought of the Israclites 
in the desert, and we blessed their God and ours; both 
of us feeling that the gracious words of his mercy were 
literally verified unto us, giving us “rivers of water in 
‘a dry place, and the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
fand.” 


Fidele was tho first to taste the plensant stream: we 
joined him, and with tho palms of our hands 
partook of the cool and delicious water with great eager= 
ness. This was a discovery that promised us lasting 
comfort: we took our seat on a picce of rock close to ite 
source, and felt as if we never could tire in gazing on it, 
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‘a8 it flowed from its stoney bed, running in a clear little 
stream among some trees, that grew between it and the 
lake. 
As we sat in a sort of ecstatic reverie, the dog barked; 
I seized one of the guns, which lay by me: Eliza looked 
earnestly at me, but with full self-possession: we were on 
our feet in a moment: she took up the other gun, hold- 
ing it in one hand, with the boarding pike in the other, 
eady to give me either, as occasion might require. 
Jidele continued io bark, keeping his head towards the 
ek a little beyond us. We listened, but could hear 
thing: I looked up and all around; nothing appeared. 
» fully expected a surprise from some of the natives: 
Just I heard a aoise just above us; Fidele scrambled 
ards it; I cocked the gun; I feared a something,—a 
| beast perhaps; I knew not what; we did not see our 
wy. I had no share in the fight; Fidele killed him 
© instant; I heard him squeak; but what he was, I 
4 idea, I clambered up into the brushwood, where 
‘ooounter had taken place, and there saw a large 
“4 which, in superstitious times, might have been 
‘ied as a dragon. I drew him forth with our pike; 
we looked on him with much curiosity, the brave 
wg wagged his tail, showing he sought that com- 
a which was and is ever due to valour; and we 
bestowed it on him. I took up the iguana, for 
ned in Jamaica the creature was esteemed a 
cating like chicken. 
fas the incident may appear, our nerves had 
‘4 little shock during this adventure; but we 
td on the rock, and then returned by the way 
Sour ship. I deposited the iguana; and, after 
sion, Eliza allowed me to go, accompanied 
4a musket, back to the fountain for a 
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supply of water: I did so, and quickly returned, without 
any accident. ‘The loss of the gabbose during the hueri- 
cane, we did not know how to remedy; we were afraid to 
light a fire on board, without a fireplace, lost we should 
burn the ship; and we felt unwilling to trast ourselves 
‘on shore to cook our victuals: but the last was the least 
dangerous alternative, and being armed, we resolved not 
to allow our Inte groundless panic to provent us from 
adopting it, I made up a fit place of stones among the 
rocks, s little beyond the brig’s bow, and there kindled 
fire in the same way I had done on the day before; 
while my wife got out some tea and sugar, and the metal 
tea-pot, and a couple of tin mugs, that had resisted the 
smashing effects of the hurricane. I boiled the kettle, 
(first reserving two or three quarts of water for other 
purposes), then ronsted a couple of plantains, and in half 
an hour we sat down to the most comfortable repast T 
ever enjoyed, We were thankful to the Author of all 
bounty; which sense of gratitude to him is not the least 
of his best gifts. 

During my absence at the fire, Eliza had not neglected 
to dispense some of the water I had reserved, amongst 
our thirsty dueks and fowls; the former of which were 
in great want of it; and as she had discovered the bread- 
locker, nearly half full of biscuit, and a bag in it with 
Tndias corn, that had been brought on board to feed the 
poultry with, she gave the poor things a good meal. 
‘Thore which had been drowned, were now becoming 
putrid; so that I thought it best to throw them over- 
board, and I did #0, This was a foolish act, for it drew 
some sharks into the creek next day: they soon devoured: 
the dead poultry, but continued to haunt us for a good 
while, to our terror; es by some accident we might pos- 
sibly full between the vessel's side and the rocks, some 
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time or other in passing; and then their jaws would 
speedily become our executioners. 

‘We sat below for a fow hours, in the hont of the day, 
and took a survey of our situation: the discussion was 
too various to admit of being noted down here, but I 
proceeded to act upon the decisions we made. It ap- 
peared to me, that, as the vessel had taken the ground 
fore and aft where she lay, there was no hazard of her 
sinking from any leak in the bottom; but, nevertheless,” 
if the water were not pumped out, it would continue to 
rise within her to the level of the sea, and thereby spoil 
much of the cargo; to which we looked in @ great degree 
for our future subsistence and comfort. I therefore fell 
to in the evening, and pumped for an hour; of which 
there was much need, for the water came up ax fist as 
the pump would go. I resolved to pursue this every day, 
but instead of doing it in the evening, to make it my 
‘first oceupation at break of day, when I was fresh, and 
the air cool. While I worked at the pump, my wifi: 
drew forth part of the fruits and vegetables from the 
steerage, and dried and aired them on tho quarter-deck. 
T thought the empty coop a good place to put them in, 
and she arranged them there. The goats took care of 
themselves, ns she was thus employed; even limpy had 
‘not lost her appetite, from the fracture. Ono of the water- 
melons, that had been bruised, was set aside for our 
refreshment, which we found cool and pleasant; but we 
only indulged in part of it, and, collecting the seeds with 
much care, reserved the remainder of its fruit for to- 
morrow, Not being accustomed to labour, we were 
sufficiently futigued to remain quictly on deck until it 
‘was time to go to rest, The eventide is delightful in 
tropical climates: we sat on one of the hencoops, until 
the stars appeared, enjoying the cool stillness of the air, 
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and the varied prospect that surrounded us: we then 
retired to our devotions, and to bed. 

T arose with the dawn, and performed my task at the 
pump. I would gladly have bathed in the sea aftor it, 
to refresh myself; but I mw a couple of shurks, and I 
thought no more of the wished-for luxury. My kind 
holpmate did not slumber in bed after I arose, but got 
up, and, searching all the lockors, found wore the sauce- 
pans were kept, and many other things, as the salt, 
pepper, butter, ete. ctc., which had been placed there 
for present use. She also discovered the harness cask, 
with the salt beefand pork in it, for the ship's company = 
it had been hid from me in the steerage passage by the 
ship’s awning, that wos thrown over it. I now took the 
tearkeitlo, also a large tin cooking vessel with an arched 
handle, and accompanied by my two faithful companions, 
not forgetting o musket, marched to the fountain and 
brought back a supply of water, We soon got @ tea 
breakfast, so congenial to our former habits. 

It had been determined that one of our first objects, 
should be to get some of the seeds of our fruits, and 
some of the roots, as our yams and coccos, into the 
ground, the Inte rains having rendered the soil favourable 
for thoir reception; but the «pades and shovels and 
hoes were all among the cargo; and how to approach 
them I could not devise; with nothing but my own 

, fo move the bulky casks, and other things, 
that filled the hold of the brig, were an hereulean tusk: 
they hued been shipped in England, and wero therefore 
uoder what wus taken in at Jamaica; but being articles 
likely to suffor by pressure, on account of their shafts, 
concluded they must be immediately below tho lumber: 
however, there was nothing for it bat to go to work 
with perseverance and « good-will; so, after breakfast, 
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T opened the main hatchway; and saw, the boards and 
shingles stowed close up to the deck. I pulled out a 
great quantity of the shingles, throwing them on deck, 
and then got hold of some of the long planks; four of 
which I succeeded to hoist on deck. I placed theso 
planks over the starboard ganwale of the brig; one end 
of each resting there, the other on the sandy beach, which 
was close (o her side: along these planks I slid all the 
boards down upon the bench, as fast as I could get them 
up; and at intervals amused myself by throwing the 
shingles (small pieces of wood used in the West Indies 
instend of slatet) aa far as I could, beyond the boards 
let down by the slope, I worked hard till twelve o'clock, 
and was heartily tied. 

‘My wife had kept up the fire, on the rocks on the 
other side, and had made free with a shingle or two to 
help it: she had put some coccos on to boil, and a couple 
of plantains to roast, and so far had endeavoured to pro- 
vide a dinner for us. I was pleused with her care und 
industry; “but we will eat the iguana, dear,” said 1; 
“it is very good.”—«T do not think T could taste it,” 
she replied; “it looks so hideous; yet, if you eat of 
it, I will certainly try to do a0.”” I soon prepared the 
animal, which was not much bigger than a rabbit; and, 
getting a saucepan ont of the locker, cut the creature in 
pieces, and mixing a little pepper, salt, butter, and flour 
into small balls, stewed it excellently. We sat down to 
our iguana and vegetables; and she, as well as myself, 
admired my unexpected talent at cookery, while we 
found the dish even exquisite. After our repast, we 
retired below for n few hours; and, in talking over 
matters, I lamented, not knowing where the water-casks 
had been deposited. My wife thought they must be in 
the hold, if there were any; and asked me if I did not 
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recollect that a Inrge one, filled with water, hud stood 
on the deck, and which, no doubt, had been washed 
overboard in the hurricane; but probably, though the 
voyage was expected to be short, and many might not 
have been brought, yet some must be discovered after a 
search. I hoped so; for the fact is, I was desirous of 
putting my hand on water on board, for our culinary 
purposes, without going for it across the isthmus, haying 
so much other labour before me. In the afternoon I 
went down into the hold; and having cleared away a 
considerable quantity of the lumber, I was enabled to 
discover what I wanted, and got at the water-carks; 
which, as Bliza suggested, were few, only two in number. 
T forced the bung out of one of them, and contrived to 
get the hand-pump into it; a great point gained, under 
our present circumstances. I pumped a bucket fall of 
the water, and, bringing it up, poured some out for the 
poultry. As they hurried to drink, I was glad to ob- 
serve on reconnoitring them attentively, that they were 
rightly assorted,—one gallant cock, poor fellow, now but 
in shabby attire, with three hens, looking little better, 
"There were also two or three drakes among the ducks; 
and Iwas pleased in having thus assured myself of a 
prospect of their multiplication, when we could trast 
them on shore to enjoy their liberty. We regaled our 
selves at even with the remainder of the water-melon; 
‘and, as we had not yot entered upon a rigid economy of 
our delicacies, we boiled our kettle, und finished the day 
with tea. 

Our rost this night was sound and refreshing; the 
noises of the storm had died away upon our eare; we 
had purchased sleep by the laborious exertions of the 
day, and wore only awakened by the crowing of the 
cock. 
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This day was occupied much as the former—in pump- 
ing out the ship, and getting the shingles and deals, and 
some small squared timber, out of the hold, upon the 
beach. My dear wife reminded me that the next day 
would be the Sabbath, and as such we must keep it. I 
blessed God for the consecration of that day, and thanked 
her for telling me of it, as I was not aware that the week 
had s0 nearly expired. We boiled a piece of salt beef 
and salt pork to serve ua until Monday, and finished the 
dey in thankfulness. 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


Sexnay, 30th December.— We arose with the dawn, 
and both expressed an carnest desire to bathe in the sea, 
for we felt that such a bath would be not only grateful, 
but highly useful to us, our laborious occupation during 
the last four days requiring for us complete ablution; 
but we were doterred from plunging into the transparent 
ware, that so powerfully invited us, by having seen the 
sharks; and therefore contented ourselves, for the present, 
with a good washing, 

The sun arose in splendid majesty, and for a few 
minutes shoue resplendently into the cubin windows; but 
he had not risen half a degree above the horizon, before 
ho was veiled by the high rocky island, which lay astern 
of us, distant about half a mile, After prayor, we went 
upon deck to enjoy the calm coolness of the morning: 
all was beauty and freshness around: we blessed God 
for the profusion of his bounties, and felt the situation 
in which his providence had placed us as the place of 
our rest: we thought upon the storm we had survived, 
with adoring gratitade; lamenting the fate of our rash 
companions, who, trusting to their own might alone, bad 
distrusted the compassion of the Almighty. 

Eliza bad brought the Prayer-Book upon deck, and 
opening it, she read—* O come, let us give thanks unte 
the Lord, for he is gracious, The sea roared, and the 
stormy winds lifted up the waves thereof: we were care 
ried up as it were to heaven, and then down again into 
the deep: uur souls melted within us, Then eried we 
unto thee, O Lord, and thou didst deliver us out of our 
distress. Blessed be thy name, who didst not despise the 
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prayer of thy servants, but didet hear our cry and hast 
saved us. Thou didst send forth thy commandment, 
and the windy storm ceased and was turned into a calm. 
Thou, Lord, hust made us glad through the operation of 
thy hands, and we will triumph in thy praise, Blessed 
be the Lord God, oven the Lord God, who only dooth 
wondrous things, and blessed be the name of his Majosty 
for ever!” Then we both said, in the fulness of our 
hearts, Amen! Amen !—and throwing ourselves on the 
neck of each other, wopt tears of joy and gratitude. 

About the time the ascending sun looked over the rock 
upon the vessel's deck, the sea-breeze eet in, which blow= 
ing into the cabin windows rendered it more ogrooable 
below than on deck. We therefore descended; and after 
breakfast determined to show our respect to the day by 
dressing ourselves in better attire, The trunks were 
opened, and my beloved wife dressed herself as she 
would have done at Awbury on a Sunday; and I fol- 
lowod her example: we then sat down quietly, and T 
went through the Morning service, she reading the 
lessons for the day. After this proper and consolatory 
exercise, we talked to each other about those dear friends 
we had left behind in England, and often with grateful 
tenderness reverted to the father of Eliza, to whom both 
of us were much indebted for the peace we now enjoyed; 
being separated from all the gnietics of life, but having 
for our portion God and ourselves. 

It being the winter solstice, or a few days after, and 
the sea-breeze blowing fresh, we did not find it unplea- 
santly hot upon deck; for although it was now near to 
noon, the vessel was completely in shadow of the pro- 
montory. We therofore enjoyed ourselves sitting arm 
in arm on the quarter-dock, fooling an internal happiness 
that scarcely could have been anticipated in such a situa 
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tion: it was thnt peace which the world cannot give por 
tnke away, and with which the stranger intermeddleth 
not. At one c’clock we went below, and took a slight 
repast by way of dinner; and as soon as the high rook 
which overtowered our vessel extended its protecting 
shadow to some distance over the isthmus, my dear wife 
put on bor gipsy hat, and we prepared to go on shore to 
take a walk. Yet we were somewhat afraid, although 
we had not seen any traces of natives nor other inhabi- 
tants; neither had we heard the howlings of wild beasts: 
still we did not doem it prudent to venture without some 
defence. As it was Sunday, I did not choose to carry = 
gun; so I bethought me to go to one of my trunks and 
take out my pistols, which I did; and fastened them to a 
belt made of a silk pocket-handkerchiof; thon taking « 
boarding-pike in my hand, and giving Eliza another, to 
serve at once for a pilgrim’s staff and a weapon—thas 
nccoutred, with our faithful little dog, we stopped on 
shore. 

T had observed « grove of cocon-nut trees townrds the 
centre of the isthmus, bearing about north of us; or 1 
should rathor eay I saw the tops of them, for the sand- 
banks appeared unusually high betwoen them and the 
eastern beach. We now proposed to direct our steps to 
that place, and proceeded for some distance under shadow 
of the promontory, during which it was very pleasant; 
but after we emerged from that friendly shield, the heat 
became intense, which, adding to the disagrecableness of 
the deep loose sand getting into our shoes, disposed us to 
return. I, however, perceived we could avoid the latter 
inconvenience, by edging down to the sea-side, which we 
did; and, by keeping close to the water's edge, found the 
footing firm and the walking pleasant. Thus feeling 
ourselves quite at ease along the margin of the bench, 
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we often stopped to contemplate the reef on which the 
brig bad struck; and, observing now the surf break over 
it, we felt a renewed spirit of gratitude to God, who had 
delivered us from a watery grave. 

After proceeding about half'a mile, we picked up many 
beautiful shells, whieh were admirable for their high 
polish, I put them in my pocket, one by one, as they 
presented themselves to us; until finding myself rather 
heavily Inden, 1 said, “ Eliza, we will leave some for 
our next walk.” My doar companion instantly compre- 
ended the cause of my remark, and desired to share the 
burden; but it was not already one, although it would 
have soon become so, had we not ceased to yield to our 
desire of collecting these beauties of the ocean, By this 
amusement, and the frequent contemplation of objects 
around us, the evening had imperceptibly crept upon us, 
so that the sun was setting just ns we reached the emi- 
nenee behind which stood the grove of cocoa-nuts: from 
that point we had a full view of the bright orb of day, 
making his slow descent over the land that bounds the 
lake upon the west. The sight filled us with admiration; 
and, as his mdiance streamed along the sky, we raisod 
our hearts to Him who made so glorious a ereature—so 
glorious, indeed, that men have worshipped him for his 
and their Creator; as if, dazzled by his beams, the light 
of their understanding had been put out, not to see that 
light or darkness, heaven or earth, all, are but creatures, 
the work of thy hands, O God! self-existing, unseen by 
the eye of man, yet everywhere visible in thy works, 
giving life and motion to all created things, and in whom 
and by whom we live, and move, and have our being. 

We returned by the western beach, and, keeping close 
to the water’s edge, walked with a good pace; and soon 
arrived at the point beyond which the gushing fountain 
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pours out its refreshing wotor; but it being now nearly 
dark, we could not stop to drink, but hastened across 
the isthmus, and got on board. After resting # little, we 
took some wine and biscuit, and being refreshed, gave 
prayer and praise to the Pather of mercies. Thus having 
spent our first Sabbath in the land of our solitude, we 
retired with repose of spirit to sleep. 

Monday, 31st.—The dawn of the next day found me 
atthe pump, which, after a quarter of an hour's work, 
began to throw out tho water slowly, and to my great 
joy and relief, before bulf un hour had expired, it sucked, 
that is, no more water remained within its reach; so that 
‘on ceasing to work it, tho air rushed in from above. 1 
now went into the hold, and searched about for the boxes 
that contained the spades, hoes, axes, ctc., and at last 
found them stowed athwart-ships, close to the after bulk- 
head, 1 got a maul and large chisel from the carpenter's 
chest in the stearage, and forced open their lids. T took 
out a spade, a hatchet, a felling axe, and a couple of 
hoes; then hastened to the cabin to show my dear wife 
the proof of my success, and to inform her of a cessation 
from my morning’s toil at the pump. She was alive to 
‘every incident that concerned me, and she expressed the 
pleasing emotion she felt, by a kind word and a kinder 
smile, when T showed her tho spade, and told bor 1 had 
cleared tho voesel of the leakage. We now had break- 
fast; after which I thought it right to cover up the maine 
hatchway loosely, not requiring to work any more at the 
cargo for the present. I had cleared away all the lumber 
amidships, but there wus still a good deal more forward 
in the verscl We cut up a pumpkin and a piece of 
pork, which I stewed together for our dinner. Then, ae 
before, we took care of the pumpkin seeds; and on all 
future occasions we never omitted to gather up the seeds 
of our fruits as we used them. 
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Tn the afternoon we went on shore to look about for 
spots of favourable ground to plant some of the seeds of 
the watersmelon, which we had eaten a few days ago, and 
also of the pumpkin we had just cut up, but of which at 
least one half yet remainod, for it was very large. I put 
the hatchet into my belt, and taking a musket and my 
spade in each hand, set forth, my guardian angel carrying 
her pike, while brisk Fidele led the way. 1 knew that 
the water-melon required much sun, but the pumpkin 
less: the former would only grow in hot climates; the 
latter would come to perfection even in the south of 
England, 1 also know that a sandy soil was favourable 
to both these plants. I therefore felt T shonld not seek 
Jong without finding proper situations for them; but it 
must be on the other side of the isthmus, beyond the 
termination of the promontory, somewhere near the 
spring of water. 

When we had advanced a couple of hundred yards 
under the precipitous rock, we came to that part which 
receded; in the recess of which, some thorny acacins, and 
some other trees, were growing. As we stopped to look 
in among them, the dog made his way through the 
thicket, and in a minute or two be began barking; when, 
to our startling surprise, we presently heard him answered, 
wo thought, by some other dog, accompanied by strange 
and Jond noises from the same quarter; but as they 
appeared rather at a distance, we took conrage, and 
called Fidelo to us. We repented our eall over and over 
again, yet he did not come, but continued to bark. 1 
then, by the still corresponding sound, guessed it to he 
an echo, and exclaimed to my wife, O! he has got 
another iguana, I suppose.” I then observed to her, 
“There must be a passage through the thicket to come 
distance, for his barking seems a great way off.” While 
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we were talking, his uproarious little voice drew nearer, 
and immediately out brushed an iguana, with his mane 
erect, dragging his long tail after him like a great snake 
fittached to his posteriors; looking more agly, if not 
more horrible, than any other creature in the world. 
Fidele was soon after him, and killed him, without any 
fight, after a run of twenty or thirty yards. I proised 
our little dog, und patted him; and left the iguana where 
he lay, for the preeent. “T should like to penetrate 
through this thicket,” T exclaimed; “there may be some 
issue to the other side of the promontory.” T returned 
instantly on board, for s table knife, which I sharpened 
on a stone; and with it and the hatchet, T cleared » 
marrow path forward; throwing the small trunks and 
branches, I had occasion to cut away, out upon the sand. 
After working about two hours, I advanced through the 
‘opening I had made, and found myself close to the 
mouth of a cavern, into which I looked; but instead of 
being @ dark recess, as such places generally are, T saw 
light shining into it, us if from above, with considerable 
drillianey. While cutting away the trees, my wife: bad 
remained without the thicker, and kept Fidele by her 
side: I now called to her to come forward; and with 
some difficulty (owing to the inconvenience of her Eaglieh 
dress) she got through the thorn-beset avenue. 1 took 
hor hand, und we stepped into the cavern together: the 
mouth appeared os large as a small gateway; and thence 
we.saw the sun's mys coming in from an opening oppo- 
sito, about three or four feet in diameter, and, 

thirty feet above os. Dy this opening at the back of the 
eave, it wos clenr that the further end of the cavern waa 
close to the further side of the promontory, at lenst at 
this point. We now gazed around us, and saw we were 
fn an extensive natural excavation; the floor of which 
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was covered by the dung of birds; the summit thickly 
bung with pendulous stalactites; and the sides inerustated 
with shelving masses and nodules of the same. We 
were now sure the noises we had heard, when our dog 
barked, was that bark reverberated, and, perhaps, the 
Hight of birds making their escape through the natural 
window above. We lingered and looked abont a little, 
but without being able to make any farther observations 
worth notice; and so we squeczed our way back through 
the alender avenue I had made in the brushwood, being 
a distance of nenrly thirty yards, 

We now proceeded round the west end of the promon- 
tory to the spring, and crossed over its little run of water, 
by stepping on some small fragments of rock in its bed, 
withont even wetting oar shoes. ‘The groand was clear 
of wood for a few yards, but beyond were lange trees, free 
from underwood. We walked under this umbrageous 
folingo, townrds the lake, for the space of a handred yards, 
which brought us out on the south side of the rock’s 
point, that separated this wooded region from the sandy 
isthmus: we observed that this point, which oxtended a 
considerable distance into the lake, was a bare rock; and 
that there was nothing but sand, mixed with a litte earth, 
betweea it and the foot of the promontory whence the 
*pring gushed. Having nscertained these objeots, we re- 
treed our steps: and T fixed upon a ploce of ground 
between the spring and the southern part of the rock, clear 
of the shade of trees, for putting inthesceds, On this spot 
there were reeds, nnd grasses, and some other slender plants 
growing; and, from the late rain, and contiguity to the 
little brook, they were somewhat rank —1 should say, with 
more propriety of diction, luxuriant, I fell to work with 
my spade, and turned up the earth here and there in 
patches of aboutayurd equare; and puta couple of melon 
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soods into some, and aa many pumpkin seeds into others, 
As my sowing finished, the sun was setting, whioh warned. 
ws to return; but just at this moment our attention was 
arrested by the leaping of fish all round the point. Some 
appeared so near us, I could see they were mullet, such as 
we hne eaten in Jamaica at Mr, Dickinson’s table, who 
then told us a curious fact,—that these fish are often: 
enticed to spring into the fisherman's boats, attracted hy 
hia carrying @ lighted torch, during his night-work. We 
now saw therm leaping, probably sowards the last rays of 
the sun, That we had no boat to attempt catching any of 
them, caused me a little regret, and I expressed it to Eliza, 
“ Are we not fod from heaven?” she replied; “sny Edward, 
why would you tompt God? Remember the Israelites and 
the quails.” I deserved the reproof, “Thauk you, my 
own better part,” said 1; “the heart is ever ready to tura 
againstheaven with impious ingratitade,” As we talked, 
we moved homeward, for as yet our vessel was our home, 
We took @ look at the thicket, and passed a reflection or 
two on the cavern in our way. While we stopped fora 
minute there, Fidele put us in mind of the jguana, by rune 
ning to the spot where it lay; and kept guard over bis prize 
until I came and tookitup. I confess I was outrageously 
hungry after the exertions of the day; and as s00n as we 
got on hoard, I demolished ull the stew that had heew lett 
at dinner, while my wife prepared our little board for tea. 
Gentlefolk often wonder how servants and other working 
people can eat 60 much; if I had ever entertained sch & 
wonder, it was now no longer to me u mystery, While 
it tea, among other subjects become of high concern to um 
that of some unsuitable parts of our dress came under cons 
sideration; the most pressing occasion for remedy was the 
sand filling our shoes. After some deliberation, it was 
resolved fo make canvass gaiters, to reach half way up the 
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Teg, and be sawed on to our shoes ; of which we had a good 
stock, besides there being a great supply on board, part 
of the investment of the cargo, I was to substitute a 
sailor's jacket for my flapping coat: and Elian 9 short 
bedgown for her long wide drese. We finished the day by 
putting the cabin in order; and, haying said our prayers, 
retired to rest. 

Taosday, Ist January, 1734.—Early in the morning 
I set about cutting away pieces of the torn suils, some of 
which were hanging about the fore-rigging. I foresaw 
there would be much use for all the pieces of canvass T 
could collect; but my present object was u slip for our 
boots; and, in getting that, I improved the opportunity 
to obtain some very large pieces, indocd as much as I 
could carry ut three times, which I brought all aft, and 
laid on the quarterdeck. After breakfast, we shaped 
out our boot legs; I say we, because it required or 
united ingonuity to accomplish it. I got some sewing 
twine from the sailmaker's box, also a couple of his 
needles, and his palm (a sort of thimble that fits by « 
strap to the palm of the hand, and which, by that way, 
gives more power to push tho huge needle through the 
canvass), With this palm T undertook to sew the ean 
vass gaiters on to the shoes, if my wife would previously 
ran them ap stoutly behind with one of her largest 
needles and some strong thread. She immediately set 
about her part of the task; and, after sitting by her « 
little while to see the work fairly begun, 1 proposed 
taking the goats on shore, and placing them in the 
cavern, with a few plantains and some Indian corn, to 
use them to the spot, As they were very tame, I did 
not think it probable they would stmy away; and as 
there was a good deal of herbage about the thicket, they 
would soon learn to subsist themselves, without drawing 
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farther on our little imported stock of grain. We now 
thought my pistols security enough; I put them in my 
belt, leaving the guns on board; and having but a short 
distance to go, I concluded my dear companion would 
romain on board; but she preferred accompanying mo, 
and taking her station with her work under the shadow 
of the rock, while I was bringing the goats from the brig 
to the cavern. I took the lame animal opin my arms, 
and brought her on ehore: the other jumped after me; 
I then led the lame one along by the horns; and when 
we arrived at the spot where my wife and her little dog 
had disposed themselves, they got up and joined the 
party. 

As soon ax we entered the avenue of the thicket, the 
goats began to browse: however, I drove them forward 
into the cave, where their bloating gave us an opportunity 
of secing = great many pigeons take wing from the sides 
of the cavern, and fly out at its aperture on the opposite 
side. Although the dung of the birds was thickly spread 
‘on the floor, particularly towards the sides, yet the floor 
of the cave, and every part of it, appeared quite dry. 
We found it cool and airy, and pronounced it no bad 
lodgings for shipwrecked persons in such a climnto, 

When we left the cave, the goats followed as out of 
it, but they stayed behind in the thicket to browse: ob- 
serving this, and secing there was plenty of herbage, 
we did not think it necessary to bring them ony more 
provisions from the ship. Having thus begun to move 
our live stock, our next essny was to transplant the cock 
and hens to the same place; and put food and water for 
them in the cave, it being clear they would never breed 
in the coop: with respect to the ducks, we determined to: 
keop them where they were for the presest, lest they 
might take to the water, and swim away. Having decided 
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on thete weighty matters in our litde commonwealth, 
we rctrod our steps to the vessels and putting the four 
fowls into a bag, and some bruised corn into another, 
returned to the cave, where, after throwing some of the 
corn on the floor, we let them out, and were glad to see 
them picking up the corn without any signs of fear, or 
even disturbance. This was a bold measure, and of so 
much importance to us in its consequences, that we were 
not ashamed to ask of God his blessing upon this, as well 
as on every other thing we undertook, I then brought 
some water in a bucket, that they might not be induced 
to stray away to seck for drink. Our goats were enjoy- 
ing themselves among the bushes: and we left this little 
colony with some little anxiety, notwithstanding the 
security of their situation. 

We returned on board, and refreshed ourselves with « 
couple of the oranges; which we found fully ripe, and 
delicious, but now took care of the seeds; which we had 
neglected to do, when we ate them before, at a time when 
we were less collected in mind. My wife then set to work 
in carnest on the guiters; and I made up the fire on shore, 
to prepare our dinner, When the provisions were cooked, 
T brought them on board, By that time she had eo 
pleted one pair of our sand defences; we therefore eat 
down comfortably to our fare, and she now made no 
scruple of eating the iguana, bat acknowledged it 10 be 
a great delicacy, On this occasion, it being New-year's 
day, we treated ourselves to a glass of wine; having dis- 
covered not m few bottles, perfectly safe, in ane of the 
after-lockers. This little feast being finished, we sar 
down to resume our work together, with great delight. 
She begun upon the other pair of legs; while I, with the 
sailmaker’s palm and some of his twine, got on cleverly, 
closing in the tops of her shoes with the canvass gaiters 
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she had prepored. “ Edward," said she, after a short 
pause between us, “as you have frequent occasion to go 
to and fro from the vessel to the other side of the isthe, 
and you know Iam never happy when you are out of 
my sight, could you not contrive a temporary tent on 
the ridge of the isthmus, whence I could always see you 
when on these excursions? And besides, it would be a 
place to keep an eye over our goats and poultry: amd 
the cave being near, which we thought so pleasant, wo 
might take some useful things there, and occusionally 
make our fire, and dine. We should not then be far 
from the spring; and if you were at work cither at the 
vessel or by the epring, we should always be suificiontly 
near both, and you would not have fur to come to rest 
yourself.” I thought the arraogement good; and we 
docided to put it in execution on the morrow. 

Thus by degrees we felt our wants, and had reason to 
he thankful that it was within our power gradually to 
provide for them: we were not insensible to the mercy 
and bounty of our heavenly Father: how could we be 
so? for it was but one week to that day, since we hang 
in we jeopardy on the reef, amidst thunder and lighte 

ing, and & fierce tempest of wind, with au overwhelming 
aaa All these things were commented on during our 
work: and one reflection occurred to both, which seemed 
very unaccountable; viz. that those seven days appeared, 
on retrospection, like so many month; while some weeks 
in our lives had passed away, which on looking back to 
the day week, for instance, from one Sunday to another, 
had seemed but a point in time, But this last woek, 
although the minutes and hours sped quickly by, yet 
from the multitude of the objects, and the important 
events it had produced, appeared to have embraced even 
a year’s duration, 
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We sat close at our work until nearly sunset, and then 
went ashore to visit our live stock at the caves We found 
them all within: the goats lying on the floor, at some 
little distance from ite mouth; the poultry perched up 
on one of the stalactitic ledges about three feet above 
them. The interior of tho cave was still quite light, 
which allowed us to see some blaish-coloured pigeons on 
the lower ledge of the window aperture, They did not 
fly on our coming in, and we took care not to make any 
noisé to scare them. 1 had brought the kettles with me 
for n supply from the spring, and proceeded there, for 
the water on board was a very unpleasant beverage. 
We deposited our vessels at the fountain: and now, 
having little apprehension of wild beasts or savages, 
arm in arm, penetrated a liule further into the wooded 
region: we proceeded about hulf a mile, passing several 
palm trees, which I was glad to see, and at Inst came to 
an immense silk-cotton tree,—a tree such as we had soon 
in Jamaica, at Mr. Dickinson's penn; and whieh, in 
magnitude, reminded us of our native elm, bringing buck 
recollections dear to our minds. At this place the ground 
appeared clear for a quarter of a mile, with the exception 
of some Indian figs and aloes here and there: beyond 
which, the trees spread again in great luxuriance: the 
mountain cabbage palm being among them. The clear 
ground seemed to be rocky, tie cause, no doubt, that 
Targe trees did not grow on it, We stood awhile under 
the cotton tree, and looked upon the open «pace, having 
the lake before us, with vome notions of ite eligibility for 
a permanent dwelling, Pleased with this discovery we 
returned, and on our way again saw the mullet leaping 
about the point. We filled our kettles with the cool and 
clear water, andl soon found ourselves safe on board, to 
close the evening as usual with a light repast, prayers, 
and rest. 
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Wednesday, 2d.—In the morning I was cheered by 
the crowing of the cock on shore, to whom I soon made 
a visit, by carrying eome of the planks up to the intended 
site of the tent, to lay over the sand fora floor. While 
thus employed, it struck me, that having plenty of them, 
it would be as well, and better, to construct the tent of 
planks entirely, rather than to erect uprights, and cover 
them with the ship's awning; which I had first intended, 
reflecting that we might yet have more storms of wind 
and rain at this season of the year, I repeated my idea 
to my Eliza at breakfast, who approved it, but with this 
observation, that she feared my plan would be too labor 
rious for my strength, During the hot noon I resumed 
my task at the boots, and by dinner-time had closed in 
the second pair; then, after a new ablution of our feet 
from the sand (of which, hitherto, we never had been 
free), we put on the guards; and, our cold dinner being 
dispatched, I eet to my carrying lobour again. My 
unxious wife wanted to assist me; but I told her, that 
was fur beyond the power of her tender fmme; and 
desired her to go and sit under the shade of the promon- 
tory, upon the boards I bad alroady carriod there, and 
cheer me with her presenco. She took a couple of plan« 
tains for the goats, and some more corm for the fowls; 
and I wns pleased to see the goats, who were browsing 
round the exterior of the thicket, come to her and eat the 
plantains from her hand. 

T marked out a spot for the tent, ubout forty feet clear 
of the steep side of the promontory, and twelve or four- 
teen feet beyond the cave and its avenue. I wished to 
erect the shed in the simplest way possible, und with ox 
few nails or carpentry as might be practicable, intending 
it for only a temporary purpose; but as the timbor must 
be carried from the beach, and placed somewhere in a 
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mass, it might as well be disposed of in this form us in 
any other, The planks I used were twelve feet long, 
and twelve inches broad, und two inches thick. I levelled 
rather more than twelve feet square of the ridge, and 
laid on twelve plank side by side; which, being done, 
formed a square of twelve feet. 1 then crossed the ends 
of these planks with others; which were again crossed, 
ani so on, after the manner of making the log-houses in 
America. I contrived the door, which was made opposite 
to the rock, by sawing some of the planks in two, cutting 
a bit off from each, the nse for which will instantly appear, 
and placing these balf planks instead of whole ones on 
either side, supported by upright planks for door-posts, 
the little cut-off picces were placed between the ends of 
the half planks, to keep them duly asunder; and in this 
way I made the windows also, As the planks were two 
inches thick, the building at the sides (independent of 
the door and of the windows, which were small,) was an 
alternation of two inches of plank und two inches of nir; 
but the corners were solid; and the walls, being 1 foot 
thick, had the appearance of a solid mass, unlesa when 
you looked in a straight line betweon the planks. The 
structure, when finished, was ten feet square within the 
walls, and eight feet high, The roof was flat, made by 
a covering of the planks. It took nearly two hundred 
planks to construct this small building; and it cost me 
the labour of four hours every day for a week. I have 
found some difficulty in describing this wooden palace, 
for such it wns to us; and, to avoid groater obscurity in 
the picture, I have departed from my diary way of 
writing, as fur as regards it: but perhaps, after all, the 
description I have given may not convey a correct notion 
of what is intended to be portrayed; but they who have 
seen a log-house in America, will easily comprehend my 
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meaning. 1 shall now return to the details of the day 
on which I began our plank palace, or shed, or tent, or 
Whatever you would like to call it, After having cleared 
the spot, and laid the foundation planks, the evening 
closed in, and we retired to our vessel, and to rest. 
Thursday, 3d.—I took the dawn of the morning for 
two hours’ work at the plank-house; and, being now in 
sight, my wife contentedly remained on board: she em- 
ployed herself in getting up the shaddocks, and oranges, 
and limes, end pine-apples, with the vegetable roots, to 
air upon deck: they were yot all in good presorvation, 
excepting one pineapple, which was beginning to decay, 
from having been bruised and over-ripe. The whole 
store, I found spread upon deck when I returned from 
my morning’s work. The sight was glorious: I saw 
future trees, bearing delicious fruit, bid in the precious 
heap. I blessed God for his providence, in the provision 
he had thus made for man—* the herb bearing seed,” to 
be perpetuated for his use. We did not keep the ripe 
pine-apple for dessert, as great people do, but we ute it 
for breakfast with our tea and biscuit: however, before 
it was cut, I twisted the top out of it very gradoally, so 
as to bring with it a deep cone of Abres; having learned 
at Jamaica that the top of the pineapple so taken out, 
would grow, and become prolific. After breakfast we 
trudged ovor the isthmus to the spring, to plant the pine+ 
top near to the melons; and I took a hoe in my hand as 
well as the spade, and hoed up the ground all round the 
seeds I had sown, so that the grass and weeds might be 
scorched, if not destroyed, by the sun. T then chose 
4 spot, far frou any shade, in which to plant the pine- 
tops and, having done #0, placed some split. shingles 
round it for security, The day was then at the hottest, 
and we therefore determined to make another excursion 
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into the wooded region; but we could not pass the 
fountain without stopping to drink; and our little faithful 
companion seemed to take equal pleasure in lapping the 
clear water, nay, even lying down in the stream, to enjoy 
its coolness in every limb, We delighted in sesing his 
dolight; yet rather envied him a luxury, which hitherto 
fear of the sharks had compelled us to deny to ourselves. 
“How much I should like to bathe,” exclaimed Eliza, 
as Fidele rolled and gladdened’in the water: “1 wish 
there were no sharks," continued she; “how comfortable 
it would be to us, could we refresh ourselves eves 
morning in the sea.”—*T think, my love,” said 1, “that 
T could stoceado in a place from the sen with staves, 
large enough to afford you that enjoyment without danger. 
When your wooden tent is finished, T will attempt the 
bath."—“ My dear Edward,” she sweetly replied, “ you 
never lose an opportunity of showing me the immea- 
surable kindness of my husband.” I took her by the 
hand, and pressed it to my lips, but my heart was too full 
to speak. I gently raised her from the stone on which 
we had sat down, near the strenm-head, and turned 
together into the wood. We proceeded through the 
welcome shade, till we arrived at the head of the dell, 
close under the silk-cotton tree. During our walk we 
saw several birds, but observed that none of them sung. 
‘There was, however, « dove in the cotton tree, which 
attracted our attention by her plaintive note; and, on 
down on the ground before us, we porecived 
several other doves pecking huppily about, but they fled 
at our appronch. We also heard the screams of paro- 
quets in the woods beyond; but they were indistinct, 
therefore must be distant. We now again surveyed this 
place with w wistful kind of inspection; and the inore we 
contemplated it, the more we became satisfied that it 
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might be made an eligible spot for our permanent resi- 
dence. We thought we discovered ground enough, in 
a little dell between the great tree and the lake, for oar 
‘cultivation, though there were parts beyond us, barren of 
soil and rocky. The situation woul be near enough to 
the spring and to the ship, for the supplies we should 
require from those sources: and withal, it seemed to be 
secure and sequestered. 

On our return, I lodged the spade and hoe in the cave; 
and we were pleased to see our goats and fowls well and 
contented. We threw out some more bruised corn from 
the bag that we hed lodged there; and could not help 
remarking, that either the fowls had acquired extraordi- 
nary appetites, or that the goats had helped therm off with 
the corn thrown out yesterday. We got on board about 
two o'clock, and made a cold dinnor on salt beef and 
roasted yams. 

As we had now given up all hope of ever seeing our 
captain and his crew again, I thought there would be no 
indelicacy in rumuging the captain's enbin, if not his chesty 
and there I found his quadrant, a spare compass, (the 
one on deck had been demolished, with the binnaele, by 
the hurricane) a case of hollands, a little empty keg called 
‘canteen, made to contain ubout two quarts, with a string 
to sling it over the shoulder, and a mouth+piece, with « 
cork, so that « person could drink out of the keg, when 
the cork was withdrawn. [also found several other desine 
able things, among which was a large box of Havannah 
cigars. Of all these acquisitions, the kegeeanteon pre 
sented itself ns most immediately important. The wil 
be a little fountain in the wilderness to us, my Eliza,” 
said I, “when we go to visit the cocoa-nnt grove; oF, 
perhaps, when we yemture to explore beyond the morthem 
extremity of the sandy isthmus.” She smiled im the way 
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she always did when she saw anything particularly pleased 
mo; and then assisted me in transporting the lighter 
parts of our bedding upon deck to air, I then left her 
to arrange our several just discorered comforts; and, 
stepping on shore again, employed myzelf for two hours 
at the plank-house. Before evening cloeed, 1 had re- 
sumed my seat by her dear side; and night found us, 
as usual, grateful and happy. 

Friday, 4th —On going upon deck at daylight, I saw 
a largo turtle, apparontly close under the stern of 
the hrig. ‘This was the firs T had seen, exeepting 
at the turtle-market in Jamaitg. 1 looked earnestly at 
the creature, feoling a strong desire to attempt taking 
such a prize; but I could not swim, and I hnd no boat, 
nor any means of getting at it, I was cogitating on the 
possibility of bestriding « plank, and, with @ shingle for 
a paddle, making an essey, with a coil of very small 
rope, to secure it by one of the fing; but while T thus 
planned, it began to move, and come in towards the 
beach, I then went down, and brought Eliza on deck 
to see it; but first shut in Fidele below, for fear he might 
bark and frighten the turtle, We watebed it approach 
the beach, on which it clambered up # litle way with 
some diflicultys and after it had rested awhile, we per- 
ceived it begin to scrape a hole with one of its fore fins. 
T suspected it was going to deposit eadrs there, and I was 
right: my intended prize had notstrot above a couple 
‘of yards beyond the water, and I feared it might yet 
escape me. I looked well about to seu if there were any 
sharks in sight; and finding the-coast clear, after some 
remonstrance from my dear wifi, manfully set about the 
achievement, I Innded on the rocks, taking a piece of 
small rope in my hand, with a noose at one end, and 
crouching down under the bank und the vessel's bows, 
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came round on the other side unobserved, and got between 
the turtle and the water, It allowed me to draw near, 
without its making any movement, it being at that 
moment in the act of depositing its egy». 1 slipped the 
noose over one of its fore fins, and then it instantly 
started back, and soon made a violent effort, by which it 
would have dragged me, with itself, into the sea, bad T 
not fortunately leaped to the side opposite to the fin 
round which the noose was drawn, and just a8 the 
ereature reached the water's edge, by strongly jerking 
the rope, I turned it over on its back. I was then its 
master; but it struggled resolutely to recover its posi- 
tion, I then sat down deliberately on its belly, and 
spite of all its flapping, kept it on ite back. 

who is ever my helpmate, was quickly at my 
give every atsistance in her power. I despatel 
to bring a longer and stronger rope from the 
which she did; and having secured it to the other 


ges 
rickst 


desired her to take it and fasten it round as many of the 
planks and pieces of timber which lay on the beach m= 
she could, She accomplished this very wells and 1 
recommenced my exploit by trying to haal our exptive 


up the bank: but it proved too heavy; and in 
making the uttempt, it recovered its position from 
back, and succeeded in dragging down the plaske 
fow feet. Tt was now close to the water. T left 
and run up to the planks, heaping one upon another 
‘over the rope; until I opposed a force sufficient to again 
hold the turtle, I thought it would be best now tm 
kill it; but I no sooner decided xo, than it drew in its 
head (the neck of which is the only vulnerable part), and 
T could not venture a stroke. The iden of wounding or 
maiming the creature, without killing it, wus revolting to 
my feelings. I knew it was now safe,and 1 therefore bud 


fers 


~~ ai 
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time to go systematically to work. I got a double-block 
purchase from the ship, and making a rope fast round all 
the timber on shore, I fixed one end of the purchase on 
the bight of that rope, and the other to the rope fixed to 
the fin; and, although the turtle seemed to be quite two 
hundred weight, I boused it ap high and dry some yards 
upon the besch, in less than half an hour. T bud now 
secured my prize; but what was w be done with it? 
We surveyed it some time silently: “I do not like that 
you should kill the poor animal,” said my kind-hearted 
Eliza; “we have provision enough, and we can subsist 
very well without taking its life."—“ We will discuss 
that, dearost,” said I, “by and bys now, lot ua go on 
bourd and get some breakfast, for I am heartily fhtigued,” 
At brewkfast we talked the matter over. She 

sweetly for the poor thing, and I could not but respect 
the sentiment; yet although we had indeed plenty of 
food, it was not of the kind most wholesome to subsist 
entirely upon; our health required fresh provisions ; and 
we could not expect Pidele would bring us an iguana 
every day; nor durst we think of deriving any help from 
the live stock for some time to come—they must breed, 
and the young ones grow. I urged all these practical 
arguments against her tender persuasions; and, at last, 
after a few moments’ silence, she said, “ Well, then, I 
suppose it ought to be killed; but, Edward, I bave my 
doubts about your doing it.”—“O yes,” answered I, 
“ L will sc to that presently.” I went to find a large 
dinner knife} and having sharpened it well, for the pur- 
pose of cutting off its head, left my wife on board, and 
proceeded resolutely to the place where the turtle lay. 
When I tucked up my shirt sleeves, to prevent the blood 
from staining them, and brandished the knive, as the 
creature's head lay stretched forth from its shell, I felt so 
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liko an aesassin about to commit his first crime, that 
nuture recoiled within me: my hand trembled, my blood 
crept, sind si cold dampness came out on my forehend, and 
in the palms of my hands. 1 could not have cat off the 
poor animal's head, ut that moment, for the universe: 
guilty shamo socmed to hang aver me} and, after a little 
contention with it, IT retraced my steps to the vessel. Eliza 
never saw me look ws I then did—no doubt like a thief 
taken in the fact; or perhaps not unlike a condemned 
criminel, “ You repent then, Edward, I see,” said she, 
“having killed the poor beast?”—* No, my blessed 
angel,” [ replied, putting down the knife, “I could not 
do it! I never took the life of any thing in such a way: 
the best foclings of my nature interposed, and thy kind 
spirit! We will let tho creature go.” She took me at 
my word; und, with Fidele, we hastened to the beuchy 
unbound the noose, and gladly watehed the poor turtle 
make its way, though with far and precipitation, into 
the sea, “ Now, my honoured husband,” said she, “ you 
are doubly dear to me! God will bless you for this 
act of forbcarnnce.”"— Indeed, indeed,” I replied, “I 
feel equally guilty os if I had killed it: 1 had every 
inclination to do s0,"—“ Yes,” sho replied, “ it wae 
reason that prompted you to kill it, but feeling forbade 
you: it is well, for once, that feeling has been right; for 
most frequently reason is the just judge, and fooling the 
offender.” We contemplated our released prisoner, until 
it was nearly out of sight; and then returned on board, 
with a delight at heart which could not have been 
imparted hy the finest turtle fast in the universe. 
Although fatigued, I resolved to do penance for my 
iniquity, and fell to my task of carrying the planks as 
usual. By our dining time, I was fairly done up, but, 
happily, had not worked awny my appetite: #0, afler 
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making a good salt-becf dinner, sat down quictly for o 
couple of hours to rest myself. Meanwhile, my Eliza 
wished to make me n little amends for all my lost trouble 
about the turtle (for she secretly believed I had spared it 
‘on her account), and while I was reposing on the lockers 
abaft, sho proparod me n dessert, with some wine; and 
with n blissful look, and the kindest acceut, she wake 
me from a slight slumber into which I had fallen, to 
come and partake of the treat she had provided. I was 
charmed by the messonger and the message; and wo sat 
down, enjoying the delicious fruit, aud refreshing beve- 
rage, with feelings that might be envied by the richest in 
dear old England. In the cool of the evening, I pro- 
posed that we should transfor 2 few more of our creatures 
from onr ark, to the shore; and begin with a duck and 
drake, to locate them (though at a risk) with our fowls. 
They were specdily put from the coop into a bag, for 
the purpose, which my Eliza undertook to execute, And 
while I was pursuing my afternoon's task at the plank- 
honse, she came occasionally out of the thicket, to tell 
me all our little colony were safe, and that when she 
threw corn on the floor of the cave, four or five pigeons 
flew down, and fed with the poultry. This explained the 
mystery of the fowls’ great appetites, She had taken 
the rind of a shaddock with her, to give to the goats, 
which, although very bitter, they ent greedily from her 
hand outside the thicket: they had followed her from 
the interior. Twas pleased to see she was delighted in 
her occupation, surveying her damb companions with so 
much satiafnetion and complacency. As evening closed 
in, I wns too tired to propose a walk: we therefore 
retired on board, and, at the usual howr, betook ourselves 
to rest, 

Saturday, 5th,—In the morning carly I went down 
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to the beach, where the scene with the turtle had taken 
place, to lock for some of the eggs. They bad all been 
erushed in the conflict, except four, and these I brought 
on board: they eccmed filled with yolk, covered by a 
semitransparent skin, T presented them to my wifi, who 
immediately decided on making a pudding for dinners 
there being plenty of four and raisins in our ship's store. 
I liked her proposal, and did justice to the dear old 
English dish, when it was set before us. Meanwhile, I 
had employed myself in some necessary arrangements on 
board, until the afternoon agnin called me forth to my 
building labours: when she and Fidele, as before, amused 
themselves at the thicket, while I worked. Afler T bad 
done for the day, wo went with our kettles to the spring 
for water, the morrow being the Sabbath; and observing 
something near the shore, to the northward of the black 
rock, where the receding bench mukes a little inlet, we 
walked down, and perceived a large fish, about the size 
‘of a cod, close in, pursuing somo small fry. I instantly 
caught the bourding pike from my wife's hand (whieh 
she always carried when on our rubles), and, in the 
same instant, transfixed the fish with it between the 
shoulders, and turned it out of the water upon the sami 
in a moment: we both rejoiced at our good fortune; amd, 
pushing the pike through the gills, I carried it over my 
shoulder in triumph, We took up the kettles of water, 
in our delighted march back to the vessel, Fidele leaping 
gaily after us, ond laid our prize down on the deck. It 
seemed something like  cod-fish, yet was certainly a 
different fish; however, I had no doubt of its being good 
for food. While thus examining it, I could not help 
observing to my wife, “How is it, dear Eliza, that we 
have killed this fish without any compunction? nay, on 
the contrary, rejoice in the achievement? and yet we 
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could not find in our hearts to take the life of the turtle!” 
—"T do not know," replied she; “but surely there are 
nice points of feeling, which regulate our conduct in a 
way we cannot always detect or explain, I think the 
‘one looked so like # deliberate murder, that our hearts 
recoiled at the contemplation of the act.”—* T believe," 
rejoined 1, “you have solved the difficulty; for really, 
as fur as the fish ond the turtle are concerned, the Inst 
had a8 much right to his life, and liberty, as the first.” 
‘Now arose a little hesitation about cooking our prize on 
the morrow, it being Sunday; but, as fish would not 
keep in this elimote for two days, and as our dear friends 
in England did not demur about preparing their roast 
beef on that day, we thought we should not de very 
wrong to boil our dinner on the Sabbath, under existing 
circumstancer. 

Sunday, Gth.—We performed our ablutions with the 
rising sun, and went to prayer. Tt was the Lord's-day, 
and we desired to dedicate it to him as perfectly ax 
‘ereatures in the body could prevail on themselves to do: 
we also liked to honour it a little In our appearance, by 
putting on better apparel, which we did; but our canvass 
legged boots could not, without inconvenience to our 
‘comfort, yicld place again to shoos and largebuckles. I, 
however, put on @ coat; and Eliza gave a graceful 
appearance to the short dimity bed-gown she wore, by 
throwing a long shawl scarf over one shoulder, which 
was passed round the waist, with the ends hanging down 
a little before. She remarked, it were in vain to endoa- 
your at saving her complexion in this climate; and, 
finding the sides of the hat in her way among the trees 
and bushes, #he had made up a turban, with some muslin 
and a strip of red bunting, which gave her quite an 
Asiatic cast, Thus habited, after breakfast we visited 
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our colony at the cave, and returned to our Sebbath- 
morning devotions, by reading the service of the church: 
In the second lesson, we were struck with the truth and 
simplicity of our blesed Savionr’s words:—“ The king- 
dom of heaven cometh not by observation; it ix in every 
man’s broast.”—“ Yes, my dear Edward,” said) she, 
“that is when our spirit bears witness with his Spirit, 
that we are the children of God." Our devotions being 
finished, I proceeded to boil our fish, my scruples of 
conscience having been laid at rest on the subject. Our 
prize was large enough to dine a dozen; and I believe 
a dozen eat of it; Fidele played hie part; and the 
romainder was given to the ducks in the coop, who et 
it greedily. Secing the ducks gobble up the fishy 
reminded me of having heard that poultry on shipboant 
often become sick and dic for want of a little animal 
foods it being true that both duck» and fowls devour 
snails and worms, and all pieces of any animal substance 
they can find, when at their liberty. 

In the afternoon, we proposed a long walk to the 
southern extremity of the isthmus, if we could accomplish 
it; 80, slinging the captain's canteen over my shoulder, 
and placing my pistols in my belt, with my pike in my 
hand, and my wife with hers, followed by Fidele, we first 
proceeded to the fountain to fill the canteen with water, 
and then shaped our course along the western side of the 
isthmus by the side of the lake, Thanks to the secarity 
of our canvass gaitors, we got on without being incom 
moded by sund in our shoes; and, ax we did not here 
see any shells to arrest our attention, we went forwanl 
without interruption. Finding ourselves soon parallel with 
the cocac-nut grove, we turned up from the beach, 1 
take a second view of it. The trees wore lofty, and many 
thickly hung with fruit. Some of the nuts lay among the 
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sand, a few of which had burst in the outer shell, and 
showed a vigorous shoot coming forth from a small aper- 
ture at one end of the solid nut. “I will collect some of 
these another day," said 1, “to plant at our end of the 
isthmus; and then I shall endeavour to get you a few of 
the young nuts from the tree; for we must not eat any of 
the old ones, their kernels being hard and indigestible,” 
Looking round me, I observed tint, by the process of 
time on the wild vegetation, the soil had become pretty 
yrood about the voeao-nut grove; so we decided on putting 
im some of our seeds there, ina day or two. We again 
descended to the beach, and bent our course observingly 
along to the northward, skirting the sandy isthmus on 
the west. Not far from its termination we arrived at a 
Jow sandy point, to the right of which, as we stood on it, 
with our faces to the lake, wasn small bay; at the bottom 
of which rose a steep rock, projecting into the water, with 
abold front directly opposite to us. The west side of this 
bay curved out also into a rocky point at the extremity; 
while ite gradual slope, beautifully wooded down to the 
water's edge, rose somewhat abruptly at a little distance 
from the shore; exhibiting from thence a thick forest, 
covering the lofty hills that formed the romote backround, 
‘We stood avhile admiring this new scenery, rendered more 
interesting by the evolutions of a flock of sea-gulls (those 
inhabitants of every sea!) in pursuit of the small fish, 
leaping nnd sparkling in the bay oven close to the boach. 
Tt was but a short walk to the bold rock in the bosom 
of the buy; and we proceeded to it, much amused with 
Fidele trying to cntch the sprats or anchovies, or what- 
evor they wore, that swarmed upon the coast. We soon 
reachod the rock, which appeared to be forty or fifty foot 
highs but, as it projected perpendicularly into deep water, 
there was no paesing it; so we sat down upon a large 
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stone near its baee, gind to rest ourselves. When a little 
cooled from our exercise, we took a draught of water 
from our canteen, which we found grateful and refresh- 
ing. Our eyes now were instantly arrested by our own 
noble promontory, which stood right over against us 
distant about three miles to the south. We both ex- 
claimed at once, “What a magnificent object it ist” 
The loftiest summit, immediately over our vessel, 
peared to be at lenst three hundred or four hundred feet 
high; while the lower part, to the westward, where the 
cave is situated, looked like a rugged chasm. Beyond 
that, further agnin to the west, the cliff rose, in w conical 
form, to at least two hundred and fifty feet. The highest 
summit seemed entirely naked of trees, Bur this hill 
was wooded to the top; and, by its figure and verdure, 
associated with the image of the cool spring at its foot, 
and the commanding aspect of ite more barren neighbour, 
altogether presented a picture of great grandeur and 
beauty. 

Afier resting 4 reasonable time, we determined to cross 
the isthmus (and return by the eastern bench), which 
extended about halfa mile to a projecting low rocky point 
—the very point on which the brig nearly struck, soon 
after her release from the reef! We recognised it by ite 
relative situation to the reef beyond it; and then enlled 
to mind that we bad seen a rivulet on what was then 
its further side. When recommencing our walk, we ob- 
served that the sand in our immediate direction produced 
some vegetation; and that, furthor back to the north. 
ward, there were bushes, and then trees, We kept on 
tho edge of the fertile ground, having found our stope 
impeded by shrubs and other plants; and in about « 
quarter of an hour, we were on the eastern side of the 
isthmus, having had a beautiful sylvan bank all the way 
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on our Teft. On surveying the spot, 1 could not but 
reflect how fit m place it was for such seeds as required 
a fall tropical sun, free from all shade ; und made the re 
mark to my wife, **That may be, dear Edward!” replied 
she, anxiously; “ but you have only one pair of hands, 
and have already chalked out so much work for your- 
self, that T really um afraid you will fall sick from 
fatigue. I wish,” added she, tenderly pressing my arm, 
“T had never thonght of the tent on the ridge! Making 
it is so vory laborious, and takes up so much time, which 
might be employed with the seeds, that I think you had 
better desist from finishing it for the present” I 
thanked her affectionstely for her solicitude; but told 
her T did not like vacillating, and that 1 would not delay 
completing my work, as it was already in far progress. 
‘Thus we talked, and, in full enjoyment of peace, youth, 
and health, we proceeded homewards, only stopping now 
and then to pick up a beautiful shell, which lay in our 
way; till we arrived at the vessel, « little afer sunset. 
Too tired to make tea, we regaled ourselves with a Tittle 
wine and water, and some biscuit; and then, kneoling 
down in the presence of God, rendered to him that which 
is justly due—the sacrifice of praise and prayer; and 
retired to rest. 

‘Monday, 7th.—I set to work hard upon the plank- 
house; and, having before carried all the materials to the 
spot, was now occupied entirely in its construction, I 
kept at my task nearly the whole day, with my wife and 
Fidele beside mo; and, as the promontory throw us into 
shadow, the air was by no means unpleasantly hot, at 
any part of the time. 

Tuesday, 8th.—We kept close at our work upon the 
ridge, and both were delighted to see it drawing to a 
close, On Wednesday the 9th, 1 got the roof on; and, 
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before sunset, had the satisfaction to see the tent com- 
pleted. My dear wife had brought bottle of wine from 
the vessel; and, with beef and biscuit for our dinner, 
und our canteen replenished from the spring, we sat 
down on the floor of our wooden palace, and regaled 
ourselves cheerily. Fidele and the goats were of the 
party; he eating of our general fare: the goats coming 
in now and then for a piece of biscuit, which they took 
Kindly from the hand. We, however, kept them om the 
outside of our palace-door, not wishing to give them the 
habit of coming in. T was overjoyed at the achievement 
of my task, which I had found much more laborious 
than we had first expected. My dear wife thunked me 
over and over again for what T had done, as it had been 
undertaken ot her suggestion; and thus well repaid for 
all my labour, although much fatigued, I retired with 
even a jocund step to our ship; and, after our constant 
custom of kneeling to prayer, retired to enjoy the sweets 
of well-earned sleep, 
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CHAPTER V. 


Tavnspay, 10th January.—I employed the early part of 
this morning in arranging matters on board; but before 
I secured the main hatchway, I got up some half-inch 
board and a plank, to make a table, at my leisure, for the 
tent. We talked over our intended operations, at break- 
fast; and it was resolved to put some seeds and roots 
into the ground without loss of time, by which we hoped 
to be able to propagate every vegetable we had, excepting 
the plantain; for in it we found no seeds. As a prelimi- 
nary step, we looked over our store of fruit and roots, 
and saw all sound, save one musk-melon, which had 
been a little bruised, and was beginning to spoil. Having 
stowed all away again, after airing them on the deck, I 
proposed going on shore; and taking a couple of chairs 
from the cabin, and our musk-melon, we marched up 
to the plank-house. I felt myself not a little important, 
I believe, when the two chairs were placed in the new 
building. There was a manifest exultation felt by us 
both at the moment; gratulatory and smiling, we sat 
ourselves down, for the first time, in our chairs, under 
the roof of a building made with my own hands. After 
a brief period in our new situation, Eliza went to the cave 
to feed the poultry, and I to get thence the spade and 
hoe. The fowls were there; but we could not see either 
ducks or goats: I confess we were agitated, if not alarmed; 
and I more especially, thinking they were lost.“ Don’t 
fear, dear Edward,” said she; “we shall find them; the 
poor things are only gone to seek something to drink ; 
you perceive there is no water in the bucket.” I ap- 
proved her suggestion, and hastened with her to the spring, 
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whore we found the stragglers, and were thus reliewed 
from onr anxiety. We first thought of driving them 
directly back to the thicket; but as I was to be garden- 
ing near, during the best part of the day, they were 
allowed to remain and foed whore they were. My wife, 
meanwhile, supplied the fowls in the cave with water; 
but a# we did not undertake to provide for all the wild 
pigeons in the place, she strewed her corn on the path 
leading from the cavern to the outside of the thicket, and 
thus drew the fowls out after her. When I came up from 
my work, to take my dinner at the plank-house, which 
she had spread there, I saw them feeding near the doors 
and ag we gat at our meal, we throw them small pieces of 
hixeuit, which they picked up piece by piece, the cock 
generally getting hold of each crumb first, then calling 
the hens to receive it from him. 

By sunset, I had put in several melon-seeds of both 
sorts, and also seeds of the pumpkin, and had tuned ap 
and hoed a nice spot of ground in the neighbourhood of 
the spring; but I could not bnt perceive that this place 
was too shady for anything but pumpking and Tneliost 
corn: however, as we had plenty of seeds, 1 remarked, 
* Little could be fost but the labour.” We were glad to 
soe the pine-top look well; and I gave it water, after 
putting some more good earth round it, We now drove 
the goats and ducks up to the cave; and in this operation 
Fidele took a conspicuous part, which pleased us much, 
as we foresaw the use our little friend and companion 
might be to us, in bringing “our flocks and herds home 
at evenstide.”” 

‘The sun did not set with its usual beauty, this evening; 
the western horizon was overcast, and there had been 
little sea-breeze ull day. We loitered some time in the 
vicinity of our new habitation, treating the goats with 
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the rind of our musk-melon, and in other domestic trifling. 
The sky, in the meanwhile, became completely overcast: 
the goats suddenly deserted us, uttering wn uansual cry, 
and ran into the thicket: we looked up, und, appre~ 
hending rain, hastened towards our vessel; but we had 
scarcely set forth, before it came on, pouring down on 
‘us in torrents, so that we were wet to the skin in two 
minutes, At this time, there was not a breath of wind, 
and it had suddenly become quits dark. We got on 
board with difficulty, not only drenched, but fatigued, 
and with poor Fidele, like a drowned rat, following 
us. Aswe descended into the cabin, I pulled the top 
of the companion over; but there was already much 
water below in the steerage passage. Tt was quite 
dark in the cabin; and from our being very wet, the 
want of light made us doubly uncomfortable. I drew 
the charge from one of my pistols, and struck fire in the 
pan, 80 as to ignite some paper I placed on a plate upon 
the table; and keeping the flame up with a few torn 
pieces, for a minute or two, my wifs brought a candle 
from the locker, which we lighted, and then joyfully 
proceeded to change ourselves: the rain, meanwhile, 
continued to fill in a deluge over our heads upon the 
deck, as if the very sky was coming down, We took 
off our dripping clothes, aud put on our light night 
things. It was not cold; yet we felt chilly after our 
wetting, I now thought of the captain's case of hollands, 
and, without saying a word to Eliza, I brought out a 
bottle, and set her an example by taking a up of it, and 
made her do the sume. Having done this, we only said 
“ God preserve us!" and went to bed, leaving the candle 
burning in a candlestick, standing on the plate. We 
could not sleep, the falling of the rain beat so heavily 
on the deck: but there was no wind. “ Edward,” said 
2 
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she, “ wo shall have another hurricane! let us pat in the 
dead-lights.”—* There can be no occnsion for them, my 
Jovo,” FE replied ; “we have no sea to encounter here; 
we are in a secure and protected harbour.” —“ Ob! 1 
know,” resumed she, tremblingly, “ that it will soon begin 
to thunder and lighten, and blow a tempest; and it will 
be dreadfal!”—" Well, but my own!” roplied I, “we 
are safe; and you express more foar than when we really 
were in danger!” She sobbed. ‘ You weep, Eliza,” 
cried 1; “what is the matter?”—“We have gono to 
bed, Edward,” exclaimed sho, “when most called upon, 
without praying to that God who hitherto has been to 
us a father.” I felt the justice of the remark, and, 
embracing her with respondent tears, we rose upon our 
knoes, und implored forgiveness and protection. We 
then lay down in peace: the rain continued to pour iu 
torrents; and soon we heard the howling of the wind; 
but as it did not come in at the cabin windows, I con- 
cluded it was from the westward. Still, as the compa- 
nion doors wore open, and the cabin windows open, there 
was a thorough draft; and the rain beat through the 
cabin with the wind, and the candle was blown out. I 
got up and drew down all the windows in the cabin, and 
shut its door; and struck a light again with some diffi 
culty, and, having relit our candle, I placed it on the 
floor, near to the cabin bulkhead, out of the way of any 
draft. then lay down, but could not sloop: the wind 
howled tremendously; and I now feared every moment 
that the brig would break adrift, as it blew right ahead, 
and the ropes by which she was fastened to the rocks 
wore vory slender. At last, T could no longer continue 
in bed ; therefore got up, and went forth to look oat at 
the companion doors; but the wind and rain drove so 
furiously in my face, and, besides, it was so dark withal, 
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“that I could see nothing. In this attempt, however, £ 
was completely wet; and as I could not be more so, 1 
determined to keep my station at the top of the compa- 
nion Indder, until [ had shut both the half-doore. That 
done, on coming down, I perceived we were all aflont in 
the steerage passaye : still I guined by having closed the 
doors; for by excluding some of the noie from the storm 
above, our situation became moro comfortable. T lost 
no time in putting on a dry garment, and sat down on a 
cluir beside my wife's bed, in the state-room, the door af 
which opened into the cabin; and by its position with 
respect to the companion door, we had not folt either the 
wind or the rain, excepting in their terrific sounds. 
* Edward,” said she, “ you have again been sadly wet; 
take a little more hollands.” I did not reject her adviee, 
but took a second emall dose of the captain's cordial, 
which I found very comforting. At length the rain 
ceased ; but the wind, if we could judge by its roaring 
noise, blew more violently, I listened attentively to 
‘every sound, to distinguish, if possible, whether the ropes 
were giving way; and I got up from my seat several 
times, to endeavour to see from the cabin windows 
whether we were yet close in our harbour. I threw one 
of them open, to enable me the better to discover our 
situation; but I could discern nothing bat the water, 
covered with a sort of phosphorescent light; it could 
not be from anything else, for the heavens were all 
darknoss above. No rest visited our oyelids; and 
during this suspense, I may say ngony, we romained till 
daylight, the dawn of which was indeed yludness to our 
hearts; it released us from all dark apprehensions of 
jeopardy; and our ease was completed, by discovering 
that we remained unmoyed from our safe situation. The 
wind lulled; but the rain continued to pour down unceas- 
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ingly: T was glad, however, to throw open the cabin 
windows, for it hnd become very close and oppressive. 
‘On looking out, I could sec little change in the usual 
scene around us: the wind had blown from the northe 
ward and westward; and as we lay under the lee of the 
sand-banks, the water was quite sinooth beyond us, and 
nothing scen floating on it. My first business was to 
get a swab and an empty bucket, and «wab up into it all 
the wet in the steerage passage and cabin. ‘The rain had 
now ceased; I therefore set open the companion doors; 
and the windows of the cabin being already so, the 
thorough draft soon dried all below. When I went into 
the state-room to my wife, to tell her it was comfortable 
again, I found her sound asleep; and happy I was to see 
her 60 sweetly reat, after our anxious night. I watched 
by her; but eho soon opened hor fine mild eyes, and 
smiled on me. I kissed her serene forehead, and then 
both those sweet eyes, one afier the other; and taking 
her by the hand, said, “ Rise, my love, and let us pour 
out our gratitude to heaven.” 

Tho weather continued unsettled; and as we foresaw 
more squalls of wind, with rain, my Eliza reurained in 
the yestel to prepare us a cold breakfast, and I set forth 
to see the state of our live stock on shore; and with 
much apprehension for its fate, to reconnaitre the plank« 
house that had cost me so much labour, I took some 
corn with me, and was glad to find the gonts and fowls 
in the cave, and the ducks safe on ite outside; there 
being @ sort of ledge befure it, which they could not 
ascend, I scattered some of the corn about, and in an 
instant a whole flock of pigeons flew down from the 
interlor of the cave, and began to feed among the goute 
and poultry, the fowls now and then startling them from 
their feast by pocking them; but as no hostile hand had 
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ever been raised agninst them, they evinced no mare fear 
of me than of the animals; and as they were older posses- 
sors of the island, I did not grudge them, on this occa~ 
sion, 2 little share of what was going. I then turned 
my steps to examine the plank-house: 1 was rejoiced 
to find it standing unmoved, excepting only two of the 
planks on the eastern part of the roof, which had been 
blown off, and were lying on the sand near to it, I did 
not stop to walk over to the western shore of the isthmus, 
on which the wind had blown with violence during the 
night; but hastened back to the vessel, lost my dear wife 
should be uneasy. 1 told her that all was well, but that 
it looked black around, so that we might expect more 
bad weather. She was feeding the ducks in the coop, 
when I came on board; and Fidele, her faithful squire, 
was helping her in the best way he could, by eating the 
bigger pieces of biscuit, such as he thonght might choke 
the poultry. We now went down to our own breakfast; 
after which, we considered how to employ our time to 
the best purpose on board, as the weather would pre- 
clude our doing anything on shores however, I thought 
it right to inspect the ropes, fastened from the brig to the 
rocks, and gladly found they had not been stranded in 
any parts the fact being, that the vessel was hard and 
fast in the sand, fore and aft, and was therefore immove= 
able, Inext thought it well to take a spell at the pumps, 
and it was an hour before the pump sucked; so that I 
perceived I must not neglect this operation, but now and 
then pump asa duty. I then took the boards into the 
cabin; and haying the carpenter's chest at my command, 
L revolved on employing myself in making the small table 
for the plank-house, while my wife occupied herself with 
her needle on a new pair of 

During these home labours, the rain cume on aguin in 
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torrents, sometimes with squalls of wind, and at other 
times with thunder; after which the water fell like « 
cascade from the heavens: but we now felt our seoxrity, 
so that we worked and talked cheerfully: we discussed 
our prospects, and all we planned to do; and it seemed 
as if our minds at this time were altogether engrossed 
with “ bottoring ourselves in lifo,’—that principle of 
action which follows man even into solitude. To dig, 
and to plant, and to sow, was the object now most pro- 
mincnt in our view, the ground being well soaked with 
rain. This induced me to talk over how and where 1 
would put in the yams and coccos, sow the Indian corm 
plant the fruit-eeeds, and so forth; but, alas! one indivi- 
dual could accomplish but little of all this; yet resolution, 
and a good heart for my work, enabled me to perform 
more than could have been expected. My table meeded 
not to be very elegant; so I got on apace with it, while 
Eliza worked as briskly at the boot-legs; and being only 
interrupted by our short refreshment, and now and ther 
in listening to the storm, we kept on industriously till 
night; and finished our tasks together. 

I took a look upon deck, before it was dark, between 
the raing, and saw the sky still more threatening. I shat 
the companion close, and returned below. We knelt 
down to prayer, and retired to our state-room lo a sweet 
rest, we were so happy as to find, notwithstanding the 
increasing of the storm; during which we slept soundly, 
and arose at dawn perfectly refreshed. 

Saturday, 12th.—This moming I again visited our 
stock, and plank-house; nnd found all well. We em- 
ployed ourselves during the greator part of this day, the 
weather continuing bad, in various useful operations. 
Of nocessity we bad become our own bootmakers, tailors, 
sompstresses; but another occupation was now forced on 
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our consideration, the contemplation of which was cer- 
tainly not quite xo ugreeuble; viz. washing our linen! 
Eliza had never washed even a lawn cap, though some 
young gentlowomen, more dainty about their head-dres 
without, than what they put within it, consume no small 
time with starch and pinners; but my little wife hnd left 
all that to the maids; and, indeed, her delicate hands were 
guite unfit for the employment. I offered to manage the 
whole for her; but she said, “ It was women’s work, and 
therefore her duty." —" Nay,” answered I, “we may 
here make customs for ourselves! We will then super- 
intend togethor; and I will make two washorwomen, 
which you and T shall cans to do all the Inbour,”— 
“Indeed!” said she, smiling, “if you accomplish this, 
I shall tell it os o real tale of the tub!” T laughed at her 
allusion to the Deon’s allegory; and instantly, without 
explaining myself farther, sot about planning my two 
wooden domestics. I kept in my mind’s eye a battle- 
dore; and cutting one of board, then shaped another of 
the same material, rather lew, When finished, I put 
the small one into her hand, holding the other in my 
own. “T will show you,” said I, “how, on a smooth 
stone in the run of the spring, we can conse there 
wooden-headed damsela to beat our clothes as clean and 
cleverly as if they were the best laundresses in Bristol; 
and we shall then bleach and dry them in the sun.”— 
“Excellent, dear Edward!” cried she; “I never should 
haye thought on such an expedient.” — Nor I, perhaps,” 
Treplied, “if I had not heard that the people, in most 
hot countries, wash in this manner.” 

Towards evening it cleared up, and we were delighted 
to see a bright and tranquil sky. I hastened to make 
‘a fire on shore, that we might boil our tea-kettle, Eliza 
set the tea things on my newly-made table, as a compli- 











& SIR EDW, BRAWARD'S aay. 


ment to me; and I felt the attention kind, trifle as it may 
appear; but such are the pivots on which the happiness 
of married life depend, She saw I was pleased with 
what she had done; und with this littl additional excite 
ment to an habitual happy feeling, we sat down to our 
refreshing meal; and when over, disembarked, with 
Fidele. 

The sand was firm everywhere, from the rain, so that 
we could have walked pleasantly without our boots. We 
looked at the stock, and passed over to the other side 
of the isthmus. Tho fountain was gushing impetuously 
into the brook it formed, whence it now run like = «mall 
river into the Inke. The ground I had turned up, and 
sown, appeared as I had left it; but, like all around, 
was quite soaked with the rain. The pine-apple top bed 
been a little disturbed by the wind; bat that T scan 
rectified. There was a good deal of sea-weed, such 
sailors call gulfweed, thrown on the beach, together 
with sea-fans, coarse sponges, reeds, and some shelley 
but we did not stop to gather any of them. I filled the 
canteen with fresh water from the spring; and taking 
a look ut the cave, and its inmates, and also at the plank: 
house, we returned on board the vessel to rest. 








1734. NARRATIVE, i) 


CHAPTER VI. 


Suvpay, 13th January.—The dawn of day was auspi- 
cious; and we hastened on deck to greet the rising sun, 
whose glowing chariot rested on the wave, in all the 
gorgeous vision of diffusive mdiance: his spreading rays 
lighting up the sky around; his bright beams, but newly 
born, gleaming on the waters; his cheering warmth, of 
which we had been some days bereft, gladdoning our 
hearts. We watched him, slowly emerging from the 
sea, with joy and admiration: then raising our thoughts 
from this sublime imago, to the mighty God who had 
created it, we gave praise and thanksgiving to the only 
object of worship, for all the wonderful bounties of his 
providence, 

Woe dressed ourselyes as usual for the Sabbath, and 
read the Morning service. When we went out to walk, 
we were amused with the varions deposits on the beach, 
which the wayes had thrown up during the tempest. 
Fidele, also, was busy at the water's edge, knocking 
about among the drift weed, and othor things; and we 
observed him attempt to lay hold of something stirring 
there, but quickly jump away, and bark, and then return 
to the assault again. I took the pike from Eliza's hand, 
and, moving some of the weed, descried an immense 
crayfish ; perhaps T should call it a lobster. It was in 
the act of devouring a fish that had been stranded by the 
storm. I thrust the end of my pike into the claw, which 
the creature held up aa if in defence, no doubt against 
the menaces of the dog; and happy for him the erayfish 
did not catch him by the nose; for it instantly clutched 
the iron point of my weapon, and kept hold so firmly, 
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that by it T dragged my prize out of the water, safe upon 
the beach. This creature was well defended with spinous 
projections from ite hack and sides, and two large horns 
growing from its hoad; hosides having two great claws, 
Tike those of u lobster, which crayfish ordinarily want. 
Fidele would have attacked this formidable enemy again, 
but my wifo wisely caught tho little Nimrod by the ear, 
und held him fast, while T secnred our captive, by tying 
its claws with my handkerchief. We then returned to 
our ship, not a little pleased with our good fortune; and 
passed the remainder of the day in devotional exoreises, 
and innocent amusements. 

Monday, 14th.—The morning proved fine, and the 
weather appeared settled. We agreed now to land all 
the ducke; #0 we took them, eight in number, male and 
female, in two bags, up to the 
greeted by their two-feathered 
continued quacking. I left my wife there, to throw 
some corn to the stock, while L went back to the vessel 
for the table I had made for our wooden palace; and 
taking advantage of it to stand on, I replaced the twe 
planks that hod been blown from the roof by the storm, 
We then returned to the vessel; and while my wife got 
breakfast, I selected half-a-dozen yams, and two dozen 
coceos, which T put into a sack, and with my spade and 
an axe, set out to the cocoa-nut grove; my dear belp- 
mute carrying a little basket with provisions, and her 
hoarding-pike; Fidele following. The sand was firm, 
and the walking good all the way; #0 that we reached 
the spot in about half an hour, notwithstanding the bur 
dens wo carried, and the heat of the day, whieh, out of 
the shade, was rather too great to be agreeable. We set 
down our things under the shade of three cocoa-nat treet, 
that stood close together under the rocky part of the 
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ridge; and on a ledge of it we found 4 nice convenient 
seat, My first operation was to select, for cutting down, 
one of the trees on the south side of the grove, which 
were all laden with fruit of different sizes; and I chore 
the one that seemed moet in the way of my plantation, 
for the quantity of fit ground at this place was very 
small, My axe being new, I soon felled the tree; and 
a8 soon as it drooped, Eliza was at my side, I eut off 
the cocoa-nuts, twenty-eight in number, which she under- 
took to carry one by one to the ledge, where our basket 
had been deposited. I now put off my jacket, and went. 
to work with the spnde, and was glad to find the soil 
tolorably good. I dug along the south side of the grove, 
the ground being best there, and clear of shade. Tn the 
course of my lubour, I had to take up several young: 
trees, from two to six feet high; and was pretty well 
fatigued by a couple of euch hours’ work, My poor 
dear wifp had not carried above half the cocon-nuts, 
before she was heartily tired too; and senting herself 
down on the ledge, under shadow of the rock, she spread 
ont our frugal meal, and called me to it. 1 joined her 
at her summons; and after eating a little of what she 
had prepared, I split the husk off « couple of young 
cocoa-nuts; then piercing the nuts at the top, emptied 
their delicious milk into w tin cup she had brought in 
‘the basket. I tasted it, and handed it to her, As she 
drank, she every now and then exclaimed, “ How nice! 
how cool! how delicious!” But she did not drink quite 
half, being anxious that I also should taste it, which I 
did, and quickly finished the remainder. T now cut the 
tops off the nuts, and found a soft agreeable aubstance 
adhering to the sides, which we scooped out and eat. 
After these dainties, we had no desire for more of our 
salt beef and yam; 80, being content for the present with 
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what we had taken, I proposed lying down on the rock, 
to repose for a while during the hottest part of the day. 
Eliza turned the yams and coceos ont of the sick, and 
placing it under iy head, I soon fell asleep, while she 
and Fidele kept sentry over me. I awoke much refreshed, 
and looked up with delight on the swoet eyes that were 
watching me as I slept. It was not time yet to go to 
work, the sun continued too intense; but the yams were 
to be slit in piooes, as we cut potatoes for planting; and 
while Twas employed in doing this, my dear guardian 
angel and Fidele took their comfortable nap beside ie, 
After the heat of the day had passed, I went to my spade 
again; and before evening, had turnod up a long narrow 
strip of tolerable ground, on the southern margin of the 
grove, and had put in the cuttings of the yams at one 
part, and the coceos whole in the other. My wife, also, 
had brought melon and pumpkin seeds with her, and 
diligently sowed them wherever I directed us a fit spot. 
We thus finished the task we had uppointed to be done, 
and were glad. But grateful satisfaction gave a further 
stimulus to exertion; and T set to cleaving the outer 
husks of halfa-dozen cocoa-nuts, putting the nuts into 
our tack. I emptied the canteen, on the spots where the 
muak-melon soeds were put in; and not choosing to lose 
any of our labour, bundled up some of the young cocoa- 
nut trees I had uprooted, and also gathering together the 
fragments of our provisions, trudged back to the plank~ 
hous, where we arrived a little before sunset. I was 
certainly very tired; but I would not go on board, until 
T bad planted four of the trocs round our palaco—one at 
each end, to the enst and west; und two behind, viz. to 
the north. The stars were out, whe this last achieve- 
ment was completed; and so wearied wore wo, that, 
without looking at our stock, we crawled on board, leav- 
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ing all our burdens in the plank-house, We took a cup 
of wine and water each, when snugly housed in our 
cabin; and, with a short but fervent prayer, retired to 
rest. 

‘Tuesday, 15th.—I was very stiff in the morning, and 
my dear wife also acknowledged the effects of her fatigue; 
bat we got up, and went upon deck, and with only as 
much covering as modesty required, underwent @ good 
sluicing with soa-water, drawn up by a bucket; by which 
operation we were greatly refreshed, and instantly re- 
lieved from the stiffness produced by the labour of the 
preceding day. dried myself, and dressed on deck; 
while she went below, and did the same. We walked up. 
to the plank-house before breakfast, and intended visiting 
our stock, but we found it chiefly outside of the thicket, 
ready to greet us; and as there was neither door nor 
windows to close the house froin their entrance, the gonts 
and fowls had made free with the yams and bisenit left 
there in the basket last night. I could not now feel that 
my building was perfected, until I remedied this evil; 
therefore, when wo returned on board to breakfast, and 
while my wife propared it, I opened the main hatchway, 
and got up some Inths; then taking the door off the 
captain’s state-room, laid all in order for carrying them 
‘on shore, which we did soon after; neither Eliza nor 
myself making long meals. 1 nailod the lathe outside 
ihe plank-house across the windows, at the distance of 
about four inches asunder, which piece of work I com- 
pleted in lees than an hour; and I then endeavoured to 
fit In the door, but it was neither high enough nor broad 
enough; so I was obliged to place # board erect, joined 
to one of the side-posts, by which means I narrowed the 
before open portal to exactly the size of the door. The 
hinges I nailed to the post, and then filled up the vacant 
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what we had taken, I proposed lying down on the rock, 
to repose for a while during the hottest part of the day. 
Eliza turned the yams and cocoos out of the sack, and 
placing it under my head, 1 soon fell asleep, while she 
and Fidele kept sentry over me, T awoke much refreshed, 
and looked ap with delight on the sweet eyes that were 
watching me us I slept. It was not time yet to go to 
work, the sun continued too intense; but the yame were 
to be slit in pieces, a8 we cnt potatoes for planting; and 
while I was employed in doing this, my deur 

angel and Fidele took their comfirtable nap beside me. 
After the heat of the day had passed, I went to my spade 
again; and before evening, had turned up a long marrow 
strip of tolerable ground, on the southern margin of the 
grove, and had put in the cuttings of the yams at one 
part, and the coccos whole in the other, My wife, also, 
had brought melon and pumpkin seeds with her, and 
diligently sowed them wherever I directed as a fit spot. 
We thus finished the task we had appointed to be done, 
and were glad, But grateful sutisfaction gave = further 
stimulus to exertion; and I set to cleaving the outer 
husks of half-a-dozen cocoa-nats, putting the nuts into 
our sack. I emptied the canteen, on the spots where the 
tmnsk-melon soeds wore put in; and not choosing to lose 
any of our labour, bundled up some of the young cooom 
nut trees I hud uprooted, and also gathering together the 
fragments of our provisions, trudged back to the plank- 
house, whore we arrived a little before sunset. I war 
certainly very tired; but I would not go on boerd, until 
T had planted four of the trees round our palace—one at 
cach end, to the east and west; and two behind, viz. te 
the north. The stars wore out, whon this Inet achiever 
mont was completed; and so wearied were we, that, 
without looking at our stock, we crawled on board, leav~ 
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ing all our burdens in the plank-house. We took a cup 
of wine and water each, when snugly honsod in our 
cabin; and, with a short but fervent prayer, retired to 
rest. 

Tueeday, 15th.—I was very stiff in the morning, and 
my doar wife also acknowledged the effects of hor fatigue; 
but we got up, and went upon deck, and with only as 
much covering as modesty required, underwent a good 
eluicing with sea-water, drawn up by a bucket; by which 
‘operation we were grontly refreshed, and instantly re- 
Jieved from the stiffness produced by the labour of the 
preceding day. I dried myself, and dressed on deck; 
while she went below, and did the same, We walked up 
to the plank-house before breakfast, and intended visiting 
our stock, but we found it chiefly outside of the thicker, 
ready to greet us; and as there was neither door nor 
windows to close the house froin their entrance, the goats 
and fowls had made free with the yams and biscuit left 
there in the basket last night. T could not now feel that 
my building was perfected, until I remedied this evil ; 
therefore, when we returned on board to brenkfast, and 
while my wife prepared it, I opened the main hatchway, 
and got up some Iaths; then taking the door off the 
captain's state-room, laid all in order for carrying them 
‘on shore, which we did goon after; neither Eliza nor 
myself making long meals, I nailed the lathe outside 
the plank-house across the windows, at the distance of 
about four inches asunder, which piece of work I com- 
pleted in less than on hour; nnd I then endeavoured to 
fit in the door, but it was neither high enough nor broad 
enough ; so 1 was obliged to place a board erect, joined 
to one of the side-posta, by which means I narrowed the 
before open portal to exactly the size of the door, The 
hinges I nailed to the post, and then filled up tho vacant 
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space above the door, with another slip of wood. This 
was all done by two o'clock; and my wift was as much 
surprised as she was pleased to see our palace, now & 
castle, into which nothing could intrude, Having so 
greatly improved our lund residence, T felt disposed:to 
do still more; and after dinner I pat up a couple of 
boards for shelves within the house, on the side opposite 
the door; and I was myself surprised to find that this 
was effected in a few minutes; for 1 had only to push 
their ends between two of the planks that formed the 
eastern and western walls, and there was the shelf pro- 
jecting twelve inches, firm and. steady. 1 placed the 
two shelves cighteen inches one above the other, the 
lowest, four feet from the ground, which made the apper 
one five fect anda half in height. I was more pleased 
with this unoxpoctod facility, than T can describe; and 
I now proceeded to make what would prove a seat, & 
setter, n bed, or a dresser; and this was accomplished 
as quickly as the shelves. I chose the west end of the 
bnilding a8 best suited for the purpose, because the sea 
breeze blow in at the opposite quarter; so, taking three 
planks, I thrust them through between the planks, from 
north to south, in a parallel direction, side by side; and 
thus formed 4 seat, or whatever clse it might be axed 
for, under the western window, in less time than T take 
to record it, ‘The point upon which this great acidity 
turned, was the planks being all of the same length, width, 
and thickness, [still went on, and Inid six of similar 
dimensions, alongside, across the front of the building, 
which gave us a boarded platform the whole width 
of the house. I fastened these planks in their plies, by 
driving wooden wedges into the and at their extremities, 
and along the side of the outer plank, T had Bniebed 
all this before sunset, and was quite triumphant at what 
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I had accomplished, My wife, meanwhile, made several 
trips to the vessel, and bronght up many things from the 
lockers for kitchen and table use; and in her rammage, 
she fortunately found the tinderbox, with stecl and flint, 
together with some matches and a roll of brimstone, all 
in a small canvass bag. This was a great aquisition 
indeed. She had stumbled over the crayfish in the 
steerage passage, where I had put it on bringing it on 
board; and which both she and I bad forgot, in the 
hurry and bustle of yesterday and to-day’s operations; 
but she placed it in the basket on discovering it, and 
brought it on shore, where it was soon consigned to the 
pot, to be in readiness for our supper. We next mustered 
the stock, and found them all present. After closing 
our palace, we returned to the vessel, taking out the 
crayfish from the pot on our way down: we eat but a 
small portion of it at supper, finding it rather strong 
while hot; however, we were otherwise well supplied, 
at least to our satisfaction ; so, after returning thanks, 
we retired to rest. 

Wednesday, 16th.—-1 employed the carly part of the 
morning in placing some fragments of rock together, 
resting them against the foot of the promontory, 40 as to 
make a cooking place a little to leeward of the plank- 
house, Having accomplished it, E cut up some of the 
aticks and branches taken from the thicket, when clear- 
ing an avenue Lo the cave, struck a light with the tinder 
box, and kindled a fire. My burning-glass and gun- 
powder ware hencoforth released from that duty; 1 
therefore replaced the large lens in the spyoglass, and 
hung it up in the plank-house. The goats and poultry 
wore moving about botween our habitation and the thicket; 
and my wife threw them some corn: it was very pleas- 
ing to us, 8 we sut at breakfiust, to see them thus domes. 
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ticated ; enjoying themselves close to our door, The 
lamed goat seemed quite recovered from her accident; 
which induced me to undo the bandage, and take off the 
splints, by which we had secured the broken bone. ‘They 
had been nothing but two bits of flat stick, we picked ap 
‘on the cabin floor. Her Indyship appeared very big; 
and as goats go only fire months with kid, we might 
soon expect an increase to our family. 

I now put my pistols into my belt, and, with spade 
and hatchet, accompanied by my Eliza and her dog, set 
out for the clear land beyond the silk-cotton tree, to 
make a plantation there; for as none of the situations 
near to our abode were very good, I thought it advisable 
nat to confine our roots und seeds to one place. My dear 
wife, as usual, took a basket with provisions, and: with 
ber pike for a pilgrim’s staff, we proceeded on oar way. 
While filling our canteen at the fountain, our always 
momentary halting spot, Pidele started an iguana, and 
presently killed it, ‘This was an acceptable fent on the 
part of our little friend, for a fresh meal was a fresh 
spring of health. T deposited the creature under a frag- 
ment of the rock, and went on throngh the wood, Ow 
our way we observed several sorts of trees, all strangers 
to mo; many of which were mngnificent; others, lest 
stately, but whose wido-spreading branches cast « dolight= 
fal shade over our path. There were also many shrule 
in flower; and we were delighted by the appearance of 
au beautifal little bird on vibratory wing, eucking the 
nectar from the bottom of one of them. As we ap- 
proached the silk-cotton-tree grounds, the Indian fig, or 
prickly pear as it is called in Jamnica, grew in great 
abundance; the fruit of which appeared quite ripe, some 
being yellow, and some of a bright crimson colour, 1 
was much disposed to taste them, but on attempting te 
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peel, or even to pull them, the spines or prickles with 
which they ure thickly beset, forced me to desist, These 
figs grow round 4 projecting point of the promontory, 
that partially separates the woodland rogion from the 
silk-cotton-tree grounds. 

From this spot we soon arrived at the great tree, and 
laid down our burdens at its foot, betwixt two of the 
large spurs; which extend from the trank in such a way 
a8 to divide the space round it into compartments, sepa- 
rated by these spura; some of which may rise four or 
five feet on the stem; gradually sloping down, as they 
diverge from it, Each was a snug corner, if I may so 
express if, for us to haven in: and we chose that for the 
presont, which ficed the open ground to the south. I 
stripped off my jucket, and fell to digging where T found 
the ground good, and not very shallow. ‘Thus I con- 
tinued for a couple of hours; but the sun by that time 
having fall power, I ceased awhile, to rest and cool 
myeelf. I now became aware that all my work here, 
muet be done early in the morning; seeing that the sun 
would shine upon the place until he set. I therefore 
gave up the idea of any more spade husbandry this day, 
and contented myself with putting in some pumpkin and 
melon seeds, where I had dug; and also the pips of 
oranges and limes, in spots here und there, on the skirts 
of the wooded region. 

About one o'clock, we shifted our position to the north 
side of the cotton-treo; the shade there being complete: 
then, spreading forth the contents of our basket, we did 
great justice to the crayfish, by the help of a lime and 
a fow eapsioums. After we had dined, I folt unusually 
indisposed for exertion; and was not quite pleased with 
myself for the bad urrangements I had made for the 
day. My dear wife consoled me, by saying a thousand 
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agreeable things; and reminded me of my great exploit 
yesterday, and hard toil the day before; thea she sung 
me my favourite little air, “Oh! how swoot the shady 
bower.” The words were few, but the alr and wolce 
spoke of paradise; and in a moment T was cheerful und 
alert. “Thank you, beloved!” I said, “we will now 
retum to the plank-house, and pick up the iguann on 
our way.” But spying u couple of oranges she hal 
brought in her basket, I proposed eating them then, feel 
ing very thirsty. The fruit was grateful to us both; and 
not to lose time, T put in the seeds we hud just aequired, 
on the north-eust corner of the open space, af some dir 
tance to the onstward. 1 worked an hours hoping one 
day to sce the spot an orange grove. This done, we 
returned to the silk-cotton tree, to gather together our 
implements, and returned by the fountain to the plank- 
honse; not forgetting to take up the iguana by the way. 
We found the goats and ducks near the spring; but they 
were not in the least disturbed by our approach. 
Although I had actually laboured but little to-day, 
Twas glad to throw myself down on the settes of bowls 
with which I had enriched our wooden palace. The 
sea-breeze wus blowing pleasantly through the intersticet 
of the planks that formed the walls, and I felt mech 
enjoyment in the position Thad taken. My wifo and her 
little dog were soon beside mes there was plenty of room 
for us all. Sho, poor child, complained of a weight at 
her stomach; and I also now began to think we had 
both eaten too much of the crayfish; so, ander this 
impression, I got up, and made a visit to the captain's 
state-room on board, and bronght a case-bottle of his 
hollands on shore. I prevailed on my wift to take « 
couple of tablespoonsfial of it; and I doubled the dose 
for myself; after which medicine we felt better, AST 
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did not intend to muke a custom of this sort of cure, T 
set the case-bottle on the top shelf. “There, Eliza,” 
said I, jocosely, “neither you nor Fidel can reach so 
higgh, therefore it is sufi." “She looked archly at Fidele, 
and smiled, 

Towards the nfternoon we went on board, but T was 
not idle; I nearly filled a largo bug with yams and 
coccos for planting, which took on shore, and deposited 
under the plank settee. On my return to the ship, she 
had got all the fruit upon deck; ond in two or three 
more trips, that also was transferred to the honse; my 
dear wife carrying what she could. “1 will now show 
you,” said she, how safs your cordial is;” #0 moving 
a chair, she stood on it, and taking up the bottle, pushed 
it quite into a corner, and smiled, saying, “Now hand 
me up the fruits, that T may place them all along: the 
shelf, to keep guard over the prisoner.” This was im- 
modiately done; and the pine-apples, the shaddocks, the 
musk and water melons, together with a great store of 
oranges and limes, made goodly show ahove our heads; 
and, generally, they were yet in very fair condition. 

T employed the remainder of the evening in preparing 
more yams for planting. Tea was our great refreshment 
at this hours besides, it reminded us of our Englith 
home; and we did not hesitate to use it freely, as there 
was a good store of it in the cargo; as well as an ubun- 
dance of sugar and coffee, nothing being required but 
# little labonr to possess myself of these agreoable deli- 
cacies. After this reviving and consolatory beverage, 
the sun being sct, we fastened up the house, and retired 
to our cabin on bourd, to finish the day in prayer, und 
the night in repose, 

‘Thursday, 17th.—We set out at daylight in the morn- 
ing from the vessel, and, calling at the plank-house, I 
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nccoutrod myself az on tho day before, for my work, 
‘The goats und poultry were up, and eee 
selres, the covk crowing manfully at our 3 

throw them caro, and proceaded $b dks feceeea GE 
tion, On the way wo were surprised and delighted by 
the cooing of doves, und the sweet notes of n bird like 
those ofa nightingale: hitherto we had never been beyond 
the fountain so carly in the morning, therefore could not 
have heard such before; but now we anticipated the 
pleasure we should derive from this lovely concert, could 
we ever be able to erect a residence near the silk-cotton 
tree. Our burdens were deposited at the foot of that 
giguntic tree, and I went to work heartily. Tho air wus 
cool and pleasant, the birds continued singing, and the 
doves cooing, all around us: at a distance, beyoad the 
oper ground, the intervening part of which is somewhat 
elevated, we heard paroquets making a less melodious 
noise, My dear wife, now bold in enterprise, set out 
with Pidele to the summit of the rising ground, in hopes 
of seeing some of them; and when there, she could discern 
several, with green plumage, busily pecking the fruit 
which hung clustering from the tops of the palm troey 
far beyond her. I remained at my labour without inter 
raption, for a couple of hours; during which Eliza smi 
her dog skirted the wood opposite, and returaed by the 
margin of the lake, without accident or adventure, She 
described it to me us clear and smooth, and altogether 
beautiful: she saw several fish close to the shore, swim= 
ming to and fro, and a few water-fowl, seagulls, cormo- 
rants, and divers. On her return, we were both ready 
for breakfast; after which I dug between the cotton tree 
and the lake, in a little dell, for another hour; and then, 
seeing I had ground enough prepared for my yam cuttings, 
put them in by eleven o'clock. Fatigue and the heat of 
the day then admonished me to desist. 
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wishes, for I had already become thin and rather weak, 
so that I at last resolved to take my Inbour easy, and 
make a pleasure rather than a toil of my occupations. 
Indeed, we both had become sensible that two or three 
hours of absolute rest in the middle of the day, would be 
necessary for the preservation of health in this climate; 
for although we were tolerably well, yet she as well as T 
had Jost plumpness; and we were often languid (what 1 
called ‘*done up") from over-exertion. In this frame 
of mind, we were quite disposed to stay where we were 
awhile, and repose a few hours after our return to the 
plank-house, 

After this indulgence, we visited the thicket and the 
cave. Tt wns on this occasion that T discovered a few 
curious trees, about ten or twelve fect high, growing 
among the acacins, Large dry pods of a dark colour, 
not loss than a full grown cucumber, adhering to thelr 
branches, attracted my attention: some of these Bud 
burst, the soods of which were scattered on the grousd. 
I picked up one of them, and, baving braised it with my 
teeth, was surprised to perceive that it was the cacao or 
chocolate nut. I collected as many as I could obtain, 
which might altogether amount toa quart. They were 
much smaller than any I bad seen either in England or 
Jamaica; and I concluded this must arise either from 
their being uncultivated, or from the close shaded 
‘situation in which they grow. I, however, hoped to find 
some in more perfection in the woodland region. Our 
live stock were outside, so we had the cave to oursel yes: 
it was quite light within, but we could not see any 
pigeons. “1 will go and fetch the spade,” said I, “and 
dig up some of the good soil which the birds have dex 
posited; it will dress the roots of our young coooa-net 
trees. The sand in which they are planted round owe 
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jeyment, than the world’s society, with all its blandish- 
ments, could bestow! If we were deprived of its plea 
sures, we were excmpted from its vexations also; for 
ig it not true, that nine-tenths of the evils of this life 
proceed from the conduct of the various persons with 
whom we are brought in contact? We reasoned thus on 
this subject, and felt the importance of the proposition 
T have stated: yot wo had a sigh and a tear for thote 
we loved, and had left behind in our native village: but 
there was no poignancy in our regrets; we still hoped 
some flay to meet and embrace them again, through the 
mercy of thnt God whom we desired to serve in spirit 
and in truth. In this way we communed with each 
other, till the time for retiring drow near; when fastening 
up our palace, and seeing our dumb repair 
to their retreat, we too, serenely and happily, bent our 
steps towards the brig. 

Friday, 18th, —All alert for onr husbandry, we sot 
‘off by day-break for the silk-cotton-tree plantation; our 
implements, hags of yams, coccos, and seeds, being my 
burden, My wife brought some of the pounded choco 
Jato, to prepare for our morning's meal, while L dag up 
a rich piece of ground, I had discovered in the dell 
between the cotton tree and the lake. Huving performed: 
this part of my task, we ent down to our breakfast, whieh 
we much enjoyed: and therefore felt some Hetle regret 
that we had not been able to find any cacao trees In our 
way through tho woodland, though our eyes had sought 
them in every direction. “ Edvard,” observed my Elia, 
“there seems much confusion in this name of eoroa! 
Por the great nuts with the milk are called cocos-natss 
and the roots here, £0 like a potatoe, which you are going: 
to plant, are also called coccos; and the nut from whieh 
‘we made this chocolate yesterday, is in England called 
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dumb companions; the cock and hens dusting themselves 
opposite tous, almost burying themselves as they knocked 
up the sand with their feet and wings, At length I 
roused myself from this pleasant trifling. In troth, the 
mind as well as body becomes grdually subject to Inssi« 
tude, and can only entertain itself then by what gives it 
least trouble. I, however, got up, and Eliza with me, 
Fidelo was always on the alert, when we moved. And 
now reminding ourselves about the sugurcanes, we re 
paired to the yossel to search for them. After no small 
patience and investigation, we st lest found them in the 
steerage. I also took thence a piece of rope, which I 
unlaid, and then re-made into a sort of plait, which 
sailors call gasket. With this I constructed two articles, 
to be used something in the way of a stop-ladder. A 
fathom of this gusket-work, being fastened end to end, 
made one; and the other was like it. When both were 
finished, I told my wife, by the help of those fucilitivs, 
Tthought I could get down the cocoa-nuts without felling 
the trees for that purpose; and that on the morrow afters 
noon we would put them to the trial. She was quite 
dolighted with the invention and idea; for, of all things, 
her kindly spirit disliked destruction of any sort, and 
especially when it was to be the price for only some pers 
sonal gratification. For this, she regaled me with @ pine 
apple, that was becoming over ripe; the top of which we 
twisted out, with great care, for plating. It was now 
timo to retire to our marine i 

Saturday, 19th.—The early dawn found ux on our 
way to our little gurden of Eden, “to dress and to keep 
it;" and, besides our usual articles for the purpose, we 
did not negicct to take our pinc-apple top, and three out- 
tings of sugar-cane (with two joints in each), to put into 
the rich ground I had discovered between the cotton tree 
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and the lake. Before ten o’elock, I had disposed of all 
these stocks of future progeny; and having so far suc- 
coodod to our satisfaction, we cheerfully retrod our steps, 
to recruit ourselves at the spring. My wife took her 
station on the fragment of rock on which we had first sat, 
with our faithful little dog beside us, and tasted that 
pleasant water with thankfulness to the good God who 
had brought us into such a haven. Fidele, too, seemed 
pleased in contemplating the scene of his first exploit 
with the iguana: and in this agreeable fellowship of past 
recollections, I left my two dear companions for a while; 
trudging away myself towards the rocky paint that pro- 
jects into the lake, to visit my oarlicst beds of melon and 
pumpkin seeds, which had now been more than a fort- 
night planted. I was delighted to see them all above 
ground; and called to my Eliza, to come and partake of 
my glad surprise. The sight of them, was like that of 
the first teeth of the first child to its fond parente—a 
subject of joy und exultation. I cleared the earth round 
‘them with the hoe; and then took a look at the first pine- 
top, to which I gave a little water, and tecured the tope 
of-the split shingles, which I had placed round in the 
form of = cone, to preserve it from the goats. This was 
necessary, for they, together with the ducks, wore now 
almost always about the spring. 

Before noon we adjourned to the plank-house, and 
were agreeably saluted there by the cackling of one of 
the hens, just strutting out from tho thicket, ‘ Thank 
you, madam,” suid 1; “ you have begun a good work : 
T understand you, and will soon endeavour to find the 
treasure you have deposited." My dear wife was much 
amused by my address to dame Partlot, and joined with 
me in the pleasantry. I lost no time in making the 
search; and after some time found the welcome egg, 








108 sit ROW. Skawann’s JAS. 


little on one side of the cave’s mouth, ia a convenient 
retreat, made by the fortuitous arrangement of some amaall 
fragments of rock, There was no reason for removing 
thence what we must yet consider us the nest eggs but 
‘the fear of one we never had occasion to doubt before— 
our useful and faithful little dog. We knew that doge 
have as keen a relish for the delicacies of the hen-roont, 
as the best of us; and we did not like to leave open o 
possible cause for temptation, and therefore of displeasure 
towards our dumb and anwitting friend and companion. 
It was therefore resolved to bring the egy into the house, 
and place it in safoty on 0 shelf, while I went to work 
with some shingles, and u few pioces of plank, to eon 
struct a house for our fowls to lay, and ultimately 10 
batch in, Eliza had gradually acquired courage in our 
situation; and she proposed going the while, with Fidel, 
to the margin of the luke, to guther some of the large 
reeds or canes which the late storm had driven on shore, 
and then try to make baskets of them. I did not oppose 
her, for there was no apparent danger, and she would 
not be far from me, She took her pike in her hands 
and followed, or rather preceded, by Fidele, set aff on 
her expedition. I had conceived the plan of my deposi 
tory for our fowls, which I regulated in size according 
to the length of the shingles (about two feet long each): 
and with these, and a fow pieces of plank, I erected 
place on four props, about the size of one of the lange 
chests of tea from China, in about a couple of hours 
But before I had half finished, Eliza rejoined me, with 
nearly two dozen capital canes, or large reeds, which she 
laid down beside me in the cave, while she brought forth 
some beautiful shells she had picked up, that had bows 
cast up by the late storm, and which she now arranged 
‘on a pieco of board that lay near us. They were indew! 
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sions, if it were only for his sake. I have known per- 
sons who would laugh at this feeling for the comfort and 
health of a dog; but I would not choose such persons for 
my friends. The sun set; and we all retired respectively 
to our resting places, 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Soxnay, 20th January.—Although it was the Sabbath, 
we arose with the dawn, and enjoyed our ablations of 
eea-water; and after dressing ourselves, at least in clean 
attire, but observing our amended costume of conve- 
niency, we left the vessel early for our residence on 
shore; there to breakfast, and perform our church ser- 
vice in the forenoon. It was the first Sabbath we had 
observed with prayer, upon the shores of that land on 
which we now stood; and we could not but be impressed 
with the merciful providence of God, who had preserved 
us from a watery grave, which now we firmly believed 
to have been the lot of our captain and all his crew. 
After reading divine service, we conversed on this awful 
subject; charging ourselves with great coldness of heart 
towards our heavenly Father; and also with something 
like indifference to the fate of our companions, as hitherto 
we had made no effort to gain the summit of the pro- 
montory, whence, by the aid of the ship's spy-glass, we 
might, perhaps, discover some trace of them; even the 
melancholy wreck of their boat, lying on some acigh- 
houring shore, 

‘These reflections stimulated us to undertake the ascent 
of the promontory, which was very steep; seeming, in 
truth, an absolute precipice, We, however, were presently 
accoutred for the expedition. 1 put the pistols into my 
belt on one side, and @ hatchet in the other; slinging the 
spy-glass over one shoulder, and our canteen over the 
other. In my hand I took a boarding-pike, at once for 
defence, if needed, and for a walking-staff to help me on 
my way. My dear partner tied up a couple of oranges 
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in w handkerchief, and with her pilgrim’s staff also, wad 
Fidele ranning by her side, we sot forward a little before 
noon, only stopping st the spring to fill the canteen; and 
us soon os the low rocks and brushwood would allow, 
we turned round upon the base of the hill, and there 
found the ascent not nenr so stocp as we had supposed ; 
but the shrubs, and small trees, and spine-pointed aloes, 
retarded my poor Eliza's progress so much, that T'was 
obliged to pionccr at almost every step with the hatchet, 
and remove the lopped branches, as well ax Tcould, with 
the end of my pike; for the thorns and prickles of some- 
of the plants cannot be encountered with the naked bands 
vo that I soon found I wanted a bill-hook instead of a 
hatchet; and T was glad in remembering there were 
plenty on board: they are made for the purpose of pene= 
trating thickets; cutting first, and by their hooked bill 
they then lay hold of the lopped branch, and pull it aside, 
We, however, contrived to struggle forward, though 
advancing but slowly, At one time, quite fatigued, we 
were about to return, when we were suddenly 

to proceed, by descrying at some litile distance the open 
ing in the buck of our cave. After an hour's hard per 
severance, we gained the spot; and were surprised af 
being able, with very small difficulty, to climb om some 
projections of rock, and look through the aperture, which 
became a somewhat long paseage, dircetly into the cavern. 
T hallooed, expecting some pigeons would fly out; but 
we did not see one. “I doubt not they puss the noon 
in the woods,” cried I. We now determined to return 
‘back into that shaded region ourselvor, and seek another 
way of ascent in that direction; but by the time we 
descended the present side of the acclivity, we were #0 
heartily tired; I with cutting and clearing away, and 
my poor wife, with scrambling and disentangting her 





1734. SARRATIVE. us 


petticoats (which, although made short for the occasion, 
were still petticoats), we gladly sat down under the shade 
of a tree, when we got to the foot of the promontory, and 
there partook of an orange for refreshment. During our 
ascent, I was im constant apprehension of coming upon 

bat I did not communicate my fear to my com- 
panion; and the fate of our little dog was also mach in 
my thoughts, if such a rencontre should wke place: 
happily we met none; and as nothing of the kind bad 
been seen by us heretofore, T now ventured to hope 
(which proved true) that there were not any on the 
island, 


We found ourselves rofreshod, after resting awhile; 
and then proceeded, with a view of taking the helght on 
this side of the bill; which stands forth as a boundary 
between the woodland region and the silk-cottom-trve 
plantation, Our goats, which had come round from the 
cave thicket, and to whom we had giver the rind of our 
‘orange, scomed disposed to fow us us well as Pideles 
but we drove them back, and caused the dog to pursue 
thera for a fow minutes, towards the spring, We now 
resunted our excursion, and made considerable progress 
up a wild ravine beset with the Indian fig, till ic brought 
us toa very steep and rocky ascent, on which wo observed 
shrubs bearing leaves like those of the palm tree, but 
mach shorter and moro erect. I could have managed 
to have clambered up this formidable pass, but it was 
not possible for my wife. Full of courage, however, she 
made the attempt; and not until she had severely hurt 
horeelf, by falling several times, could she be persuaded 
to give it up. We at length agreed to again measure 
‘back our steps, which we did leisurely ; and os we rested 
here und there in descending, I pat in the pips of our 
orange into various spots on the side of the ravine. 


= 4 
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Having been out above four hours, and quite fatigued, 
wo returned slowly to the plank-house, and lay down on 
the wooden settee to rest our wearied limbs, Afier # 
while, my dear Eliza, and her little dog beside her, fell 
fast nsleeps and I, feeling myself sufficiently renovated, 
stole away to prepare her some substantial aliment. 
When all was laid out, and the table placed upon the 
platform, I awoke her with « gentle kiss apon her fore- 
head, and led her forth to my little banquet. “ How kind 
this is, dear Edward,” snid she, smiling sweetly on 
me: “it was my duty, not yours.”"—“ You were too 
much fatigued, beloved,” I repliod; I was only afraid 
of disturbing you before I had accomplished it.” Fidele 
was not waked by a caress; but perhaps dreaming what 
waa going forward, quickly joined his mistross, wagging 
his tail for n pioce of beef, which he greedily devoured ¢ 
it was not necessary to offer him drink, for he knew bis 
way to the spring, and always scampered thither when 
thirsty. We were too tipod to talk much, yet I could 
not but express my regret at our discomfiture. “ Never 
mind, Edward; you made a resolate beginning.” was 
her ready reply; “and by some other route we may 
succeed better.” She always had a word of hope for 
me; and such to man is the great cheerer of life 
Although extremely weary, we read a chapter from St, 
John, a divine companion in our transatlantic Patmoss 
and after closing our little land-house door, retired at an 
earlier hour than usual to our murine lodgings for the 
night. 

Monday, 2lst,—In the morning, finding our limbs 
very stiff, T proposed a good sousing with sea-water to 
remove it: it was instantly adopted, and it acted like « 
charm, perfectly refreshing us. After dressing ourselves, 
wo walked the deck, enjoying the cool-air of that early 





1TS4- NARRATIVE. 6 


time of the day, and watching the sun rise above the 
eastern rock in glorious array. 

Os retiring below, we talked over our disappointment 
in not being able to ascend the promontory; not only 
that we might look around for our companions, but that 
‘we might acquire some knowledge, by the viow, of our 
‘exact situation; for, us yet, we could not be certain whether 
we were on an island or the main. I therefore urged 
wy affectionate wife to allow me to climb the hoight 
alone, but to this her fourk for mo would not consent. 
‘On this decision, I felt I had no resource but to make a 
path, little by little, so ns to admit us to avcend together 
at some future time, A bill-hook being necessary to the 
undertaking, I opened the main hatchway, and soon 
found the case in which they were kept, I drew from 
it « couple; and us it occurred to me a plumlity of 
spautes and Koes would save me the trouble of carrying 
‘my instraments of husbandry from one plantation to 
anothor, I took out pairs of them also; and as the Indian 
ecora which had been deposited in the steerage was now 
expended, Tat this time got up a large bay of that article, 
by means of tho winch; whose power enabled me to hoist 
it emily ont of the hold. My noxt object was a bag of 
biscuit, which I also got on deck. We were glad to 
have this supply: our biscuit had been done for some 
ays; and our poultry having begun to lay, we were 
desirons to feed them well; also to have some whole com 
to put into the ground ;—that which we had been asing, 
having boen all bruised, on purpose for feeding. Wo sat 
down in the cabin after my toil, and most thankfully 
os sty ell raaleaebeeeeres ap re 

Fidele heartily joined, for the poor animal had eaten 
nothing but salt beef and pork, for many days; and wo 
finished this our morning repast, with some wine and 
‘water, which we found a very agreeable change. 
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As Thad been sufficiently industrious to plant and sow 
a8 many roots and seeds as would produce as mauch pro- 
vision as we could require of this kind for the season, 
and as there was no great hurry about patting in the 
Indian eorn (there being ¢o great a supply of it on board), 
T felt T might direct my attention and labour to some 
other matters that waited my exertions. We hud felt 
the want of fresh provisions, and been tantalized almost 
every evening by seeing the mullet leaping almost within 
our reach about the point below the spring. This set me 
‘on my inventions how to contrive a small punt (a sort of 
flat bottomed-boat), and which, with the planks I had at 
hand, T thought might be onsily constructed. My Eliza, 
however, evinced some scruples about its safety :—it 
might prove my coffin! I smiled, and soon succeeded 
in calming her fears: after which ehe amused, and em~ 
ployed herself, during that day, and in tho two following 
likewise, by collecting and conveying on shore several 
things applicable to our comfort and conveniency. 
Meanwhile I got out some suitable plank, and other 
boards from the hold, and carried them, together with 
pails and other requisites from the carpenter's chest, to 
land also; and then set heartily to work to constract my 
punt—my dockyard being the slope of tho beach, to the 
northward of the rocky point, and close to the water's 
oilge, My little bark was thas made:—five of the 
planks, each boing twelyo foot in length and one foot 
in breadth, wero laid side by sido; and picces of plank, 
four feet ten inches in length, were nailed across them, 
allowing one inch clear on each side; and in nailing them 
weross, eure was taken to leave an interval of two inches 
between each third and fourth crose-picce. Into each of 
these intervals, of which there were three, a cross=picos 
of the samo dimensions was insinuated edgeways; which 
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necessarily fitted in tight, the planks being two inches in 
thickness. To the ends of these upright cross-picces, 
the side-boarding wns nailed, which was of elm; and 
being one inch ix thickness, its edge just filled up the 
space beyond the extreme ends of the crosspicces, and 
restod on the flooring of the punt; these boards were 
two feet in breadth, whieh I considered sufficient height 
for the sides of my vessel: the stern part was formed by 
4 five-feot cut of the elm board, placed nearly perpendi- 
enlar fo the floor of the punt; and the bow was made by 
cuttiag the side boards with a greater projecting slope, 
from below, upwards; beneath which anothor tive-feet 
cut of an elm-board was firmly nailed across, and secured 
both here and abaft by inside crasspieces and uprights. 
On the evening of the 23d my punt was put together; 
bat it required to be caulked, before it could be launched. 
Tharsday, 24th.—I made a fruitless rummage in the 
ship for its deposit of ovkum, to caalk the punt with; 
and, a2 & last resource, was about to set to, with my dear 
helpmate, to pick some large rope to pieces, and so make 
oakum of it, when T bethought myself of a place in the 
brig Lhd not yet explored, and ia which it might pro- 
bably be. This was the fore-cuddy, a sort of store room 
for sails and other things, under the forecastle, and se- 
eared by a small hatch. 1 instantly repaired thither, and 
getting off the hatch, went down. A welcome sight 
greeted me, for T found not only cakum in a large bag, 
but a pitch-Kettle, and half'a barrel of pitch! I saw a bale 
‘of canvuss, some spare sails, and a good deal of cordage; 
all this was a most useful discovery. { hauled up the 
hag with the oakum, und took it on shore; and then 
returning for a large and small cauking-iron, the mallet, 
and grease-bos, I was set up, and intended to proceed to 
business instantly. Here my zeal had ran a little before 
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the order of things; for I found the bottom must be 
caulked first; so I had to return, and get a couple of 
handspikes, to raise and turn my punt; for although it 
was only twelve foot long, and five feet broad, and two 
feot high, I could not lift it into the proper position by 
strength of arm alone; but with the handspikes, and the 
help of my dear wife, E soon succeeded in taraing it bot- 
tom up. When_this was accomplished, I then perceived 
that I must not only caulk, but pay the bottom with piteh, 
before I conld proceed to work on the interior of the 
vessel; so back I trudged for the piteh-kettle, which was 
a large heavy iron porridge-pot: and in the getting this 
on shore, and a sufficient quantity of pitch for all the 
purposes, nearly the whole day was consumed; #0 that it 
‘was not till the following I could fairly commence, 
Friday, 25th.—As early as possible I set about the 
caulking, I first made a fire, and put on the pitch-pot with 
its contents, close to the rock where I was to work; but 
for fear of setting my pitch in a blaze, T kept the embers 
low ; and while it was preparing, laboured away blithely 
with my large caulking-iron; driving the onkam in, 
between the instorstices of tho five planks that formed 
the bottom. I completed this part of the business before 
1 was eurnmoned to breakfast, and even payed the seams 
over with a good coat of hot pitch. Afer I had eatin 
this refreshing meal, by the side of my happy Eliza in 
the plavk-house, she walked down with me to the panty 
und maufully wielding one of the handspikes, while I 
lifted by hand, we turned our boat again over on her 
bottom. She was delighted with the idea of having ren 
derod me an nstistance, without which, 1 told her, I really 
could not have succeeded in this important object. I 
continued to work all day, but my progress beeame com 
paratively slow. I pereeived 1 hod some other carpentry 
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bottle of wino; and I enjoyed it much, until nearly the elose 
of day, which her agreeable conversation quickly beguiled 
away. I never can forget this well-timed and agreesble 
feast! the recollection of which, even now, gives me more 
delight than, perhaps, comes to the lot of some men to 
enjoy from their most elaborate pleasures. Enjoyment 
presupposes a capability; and there arc many requisites 
to constitute that capability, Our dear Mr. Goldsmith 
often suid, that “ Satan can grant possessions ; but enjoy 
ment is the gift of God; and most especially the enjoy- 
meant of retrospection.” The shaddock we had cut, wae 
as large as the best molon that grows in England; ite 
interior was a bright salmon colour, and its favour was 
that of the orange, with the addition of an aromatic bitter, 
which rendered it highly gratefial to the palate. We 
preserved its seeds in n little paper bag; several of whieh 
my Eliza had made during the last week, for such a par- 
pose. Tn the course of conversation, my dear wife told 
me she had got quite store of eggs, during the week; 
that all her hens were laying: but that they still com 
tinued to make their deposits in the original neat between 
the fragments of rock, though as coon as she found an 
egg, she removed it to the hen-house above. Her store 
consisted of ten, “ Very well,” I replied; “when you 
have secured n dozen, let the nest below take its chance: 
remove no more; perhaps Fidele wont touch them: amd 
If heshould, we ave some to spare!” 

The week being so well finished; — having, indeed, 
earned Se promised rest, by “the sweat of our brow," 
—wo looked forward with thankfulness to the “day of 
rest,” which the goodness of God had appointed; and 
without which, little as we may sometimes think of it 
importance, even the most diligent would become weary 
of the oceupations of life; while « worse evil would be 
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the comsequence,—such continued operation, naturally 
separating us, by estranging our thoughts, from that 
future state of spiritual existence for which man origin- 
ally was created; and to secure which, our heavenly 
Father has never ceased to bring forward disponsations of 


righteousness and mercy. 

‘Sunday, 27th—We kept this Sabbath without inter- 
mixing with it any temporal anxiotios. In ewoet tran- 
quillity of mind, we performed the service of the church 
im the morning; and in the evening read many chapters 
in Isaiah and St. John; recreating ourselves in the 
intermediate time by walking the ship's deck, where we 
had benesth os the ark of our deliverance. When night 
drew on, we retired to our cabin with unusual comfort; 
and awoke at tho dawn, quite refreshed by an undisturbed 
sleep, and the rest of the Sabbath-day. 

Monday, 28th.—Some laundry work was to be done 
to-day; 80 my wife, and 1 her helpmate on this occusion, 
repaired early to the spring, with the clothes for ablution: 
and palling off our boots and stockings, and with our 
battledores im hand, whose virtue we were now going to 
try, we xed on two smooth large stones in the stream, 
and went to ourtask. The running water, cleared the linen 
at every stroke; and by breakfast time we bad prepared a 
good quantity fordrying ; cach having taken an end of the 
heaviest articles, by twisting them contrariwise wrung 
thems well. “There, ny dame,” said 1; “as your lord and 
hnshand could not have turned the pant without you, so 
you could not have rinsod these sheets without him: our 
situation shows how much is to be effected by mutual 
assistance; and that, when it is rejected or refused, many 
eseful things must remain unaccomplished. To such » 
lesson, at least, is the tendency of God's providence in 
the order of his creation.”—* God is good, and perfect 
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in all his ways, my dear Edward,” she ropliod; «but 
man is too often wise in his own conceit, and therefore 
proud and ruinous of his own comforts.” This dialogue 
was worthy of the pupil and the deughter of William 
Goldsmith: we did not find that the tone of our minds 
was lowered by the menial occupation of washing: in a 
brook. We spread out the clean linen on the sands to 
dry; and then walked up to the plank-house, to take 
‘our usual morning repast. That over, we returned briskly 


to work again, and, in a couple of hours more, finished — 


our labour. My Bliza was then very tired: I took her 
arm in mine, and Jed her back to the plank-house, and 
made her lie down on our friendly settes, to repose. I 
repaired, meanwhile, to watch the clothes, lest the sea- 
breeze should blow any of them into the lake; but I alse 
employed myself in reconnoitring the punt, which T found 
aflont, without having leaked one drop of water, Tt was 


lancewood, about six fect long ench, 1 fell to work with 


my hatchet, and an adze, and contrived to 
aright shape by two o'clock. The linen by 
was dry; 60 I bundled it all up in a table-cloth, ant 
carried it to the plank-house, where I found my Eliza, 
with her constant attendant Fidele, fast asleep. I would 
not disturb her; and, as she bad not had any bat 


Jamaica; ond putting on a stewpan, with a due quantity 
of moat, and a few of our vogotables, with r 
and other seasoning ut hand, I produced what ¥ 

might prove a savoury mess. When it was done, and 
plaved upon the table, I waked my dear wife in my 





accustomed way, and led her smiling to the repast I hat 
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provided. “ Dear, kind Edward!” exclaimed she, sur~ 
prised, and pleased as she sat down. She praisod my 
pepper-pot highly: and much as I might be disposed to 
think well of my own work, I fancied every mouthful 
better and better, after every word of hor commendation. 
We enjoyed ourselves in the cool shade of our posi- 
tion, for an hour after our meal, conversing on various 
3 which I shall pass over without special notice, 
although there might be some remarks to chronicle, not 
altogether unworthy of attention: but as most people 
become tired in listening to other people's talk (thongh 
they seldom do in attending more scrupulously to other 
people's nections), I think it may be more acceptable, even 
to oar nearest kindred, should they ever see this diary, 
to note down rather what wo did than what we said in 
the extraordinary situation in which we found ourselves 
placed; and I will endeavour in future, though I fear 
hopelessly, to adhere to this good resolution. However, 
T shall stand excused, I suppose, in the present instance, 
for detailing a few last words, j ast as we rose from table; 
‘as thereby cnvy may be propitiated, and cease to regard 
ws with an evil eye, wecing that the happy pair could 
or at least make a beginning to do so. As the 
evening drew to a closo—'* Now for some mullet, my 
love!” cried I, rising from my chair, My wife smiled, 
know it was doubtingly; for I could ever read her 
mind in her look. “Well, we will try,” continued I. 
“That is wisely said,” she replied; but you are always 
ardest, dear Edward; and such a focling can only be 
reined in by experience.”—Now, dear Eliza!" I rejoined, 
more pettishly than I ever before or since remember, 
“what can you know about experionco, at least in catch- 
fing mullet?” [ saw tho tear come into her eye: I felt 
what I hed done; and I lost not a moment to throw 
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myself on her neck, and kiss from her cheek that hallowed 
drop whieh [ had caused to fall there. The cloud passed 
away, and the sun of pence smiled forth on us again, 
We walked to the cave, to see our poultry; and suantered 
about until after sunset, feeding our stock as they came 
home, and amusing ourselves in various ways, until the 
soft twilight vanished; which in this country, at any 
season, is very short. We then went to the beach, where 
T strack @ light, and kindled somo fuel. I noxt drew 
up the punt, and placed tin buking-pan on the bow, 
with some onkuim and rotten wood in it, to which I set 
fire. Itook the two rough-made oars, and was about 
to shove off, saying, “Now for tho attempt !— 
dearest,” she cried, “you shall not go without me; for 
Ido hope you will-be very successful.” She stepped 
in, and eut on the seat astern, [rowed out well and 
pleasantly for twenty or thirty yards, and the mullet 
began to leap at the light soon after we had shoved off, 
They came down literally a shower, and many fell into 
the bout, on me and on hers and one of them fairly 
dropped into the baking-pan, beating about till we landed; 
so that in five minutes we returned to shore, and found 
nine fine fish in the punt, beside the more adventurous 
fallow close to our torch in the pan. “I prayed for 
your success, my honoured husband,” said my wily as 
we landed; “I should have been very unhappy, if it 
had fallen ont otherwise, after my unkind behaviour to 
you on the oceasion.”"— No, my love," I replied, “you 
were not unkind; your admonitions are always con- 
ceived in kindness and in wisdoms it was 1 that betrayed 
an unbecoming peevishness: but all is well again, and 
the demon of discord is disappointed ia his aim.” We 
sealed our affection with «tender embrace: and knewing 
there were no thieves to purloin our fish, we left them in 
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the punt; and, repairing to our palace, fastened its door, 
and retired to our ship, und to sleep. 

Teesday, 20th.—We arose a8 usual with the day, and 
‘went to our abode on shore. My dear wifo’s object was 
to “gut up our linen.” She had taken ont flat-irons 
with ber for our houschold at Belise; and our wooden 


the fieh, and displayed them before her: some were much 
larger than others, and are called calipeavar in Jamaica. 
We were gratified by the sight of fresh, and therefore 
more wholesome, food ; but she more especially, since it 
was procured by my exertions: yet it was cvident, in 
this hot country, we could not eat them all before some 
would spoil; and though it was but yesterday we re« 
gretted not having any, now we lamented having so 
many, being a usclose waste of life. I, howovor, took 
them to the spring; and after preparing a couple for 
dressing, replaced the rest in the basket, leaving them 
under the shade of the rock, in the cool water at the 


fast, which we relished much; and Fidele, too, partook 
joyfully of our repast: indosd all the family, with the 
exception of the goats; se that there was not a t 
Te. When the meal was over, and I had returned thanks, 


Kissed my forehead. I looked up, and blessed her, for 
the tear stood in her eye: it was the heart thut shed it. 
“ Sweat angel,” I whispered, in a subdued voice, aml 
pressed her to my bosom; “ more dear to me than ever; 
we can never be unhappy: thou art all goodness, all gen- 
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tleness; and I the most favoured of men.” We wiped 
the tears from our eyes which, unwittingly to ourselven, 
had escaped them, and rose, I taking her arm in mine. 
‘We walked towards the beach, to bring back our feelings 
to their ordinary tone. The remainder of the day was 
passed by her in ironing, while myself made employment 
near her by constructing some necessary carpentry wildi- 
tions to our wooden palace. Oar dinner, like our break- 
fast, was fish,—the excellent calipeavar boiled, and ext 
with lime-juice and bird-pepper. God's bounties were 
always like @ sacrament to my Eliza; for she found is 
them all something more than food,—inileed, a verifies 
tion in her own bosom, that His children “do not live 
by bread alone!” When we had finished our. 

“My dear Edward,” said she, gathering up the small 
seeds of the teagan 
must plant these, and also the seeds of the 

‘we ought not to waste anything.’”"—* True,” I 

“and they are of great use to the stomach in this 
climate.”"—" Indeed, it seems,” returned she, 

every country there are found fruits and spices most 
appropriate. Mustard and horee-radish are the natural 
spices of England; so bounteous is Providence to the 
peculiar wants of his creatures: snd conthes; thet ae 
T give the preference to the capsicum and small 

—"We will sow some of them this very evening,” I 
replied, “and at the cocoa-nut grove. ‘There iste] 
also try our gaskets ; my pcs wih the fiking baring 
put me in high hope for that exploit.” 

While we were talking, Fidele had run Pe] 
spring to quench his thirst, aftor his slare of our femsy 
and came back, frisking about in an unusual way; which — 
we observed, being amused for some time, till we par 
ceived he wanted us to gowith him. Eliza rose; nod 
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on my doing the same, he ran before us, then eame back, 
and then went on, playing gently forward, till we arrived 
‘at the fountain, and there we saw the object of his atten- 
tion,—our lame gont, with two young kids at her foot. 
We were delighted at the sight, and almost as much so 
with the sagacity, nay, something like sympathy, of our 
dear little dog. While we gazed on the new-born crea- 
tures, he fell to lapping the stream; so that we really 
were induced to believe he had not even stopped to drink, 
when he deseried the goat with her young progeny, till 
he had ran back to bring us the tidings. My dear wife 
hastened to our house for some plantains to give the 
mother; and as the goat and her kids were on the further 
side of the brook, L took up the little ones, and brought 
them across. When my Eliza returned, sho fod the old 
goat from her hand, while T held the kids; and then we 
proceeded with them up to the caye; the poor animal 
following, and cating all the way. 1 deposited them 
within, leeving plenty of food near the mother for her 
sustenance. We were highly gratified by this expected 
event having terminated so propitiously ; and, mutually 
congratulating each other, left our old Indy to her 


pursery. 

I then took a spade, a hatchet, a sack, and my gaskets; 
and my dear wife being armed with her pike, and with 
her Joins girded to make her petticoats the shorter, we 
set off for the cocoa-nut grove, distant about a mile and 
quarter. On ourarrival, we were glad to see the melon 
‘and pampkin seeds we had planted a fortnight ago, well 
above ground; but there was yet nothing appearing from 
the yams or eoceo, T found little or no weedy herbage 
to clear away from around the plants; but what there was, 
L removed with the spade; which, however, I thought 
might be more conveniently done by u hoc, ‘That finished, 
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I deposited the spade ander a ebelvy rock, that stood 
about twolve or fourteen foet high, to tho eastward of thy 
grove. ‘Now, my love,” said I, “we will try what 
we can do with the gnskets.” She owned afterwards 
she was afraid 1 ehould fall in attempting to climb the 
‘tree; but she waited patiently to see whether there was 
any real danger, before she expressed herself by more 
than « look of solicitude. In perfect silence she watched 
me take ono the gaskets, and pass one bight through the 
other round the tree, so that the depending hight made 
a stirrap at about three feet from the ground; into whieh 
T put one foot, and stood steadily, having one arm round 
the trunk of the tree above; and then placed the other 
gasket in the same way, a little higher, into the stirrap 
of which I set the other foot; then loosing the lower 
gnakct, moved it above, making a third step upwards} 
then again loosing the other, and placing it uppermost; 
and so on. T ascended easily, and without danger, t 
the great thankfulness and rapture of my dear Eliza 
Having gained the top, I took my hatchet from my belt, 
and, desiring my wifi to keop ont of the way, I lopped 
off the foot-stalks of the cocon-nuts with little difficulty, 
and in o few minutes detached twenty-three of them 
This being done, 1 quickly desconded, and felt quite dis- 
posed to exalt myself on my prowess; but my too partial 
wife left me no occasion to do 90; she now, as ever, suid all 
that self-love could most earnestly desire. We now threw 
the covoa-nuts towards the rocky ledge (our aceustomed 
spot of refreshment here), where we sat down, and T giro 
ceeded to cleave off the husks with my hatchet. The first 
L detached, I opened, and gave her the milk to drink, 
which she pronounced delicious: I regaled snyself with 
the second: but we did not eat the soft pulp, although it 
wus highly inviting; for recolleoting we had taken a fish 
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dlimeor, wo were afraid of disordoring our stomachs, 
While E was cloaring the hesks from the other nuts, she 
enguged herself in sowing the pepper-seeds in various 
little patches of good soil found amongst the rocky frag~ 
monts of the ledge, and I saw with pleasure that the spots 
were well chosen. Having detached twenty-one young 
cocon-tuts, besides the two we had ased, I put them in 
my sack, with four old ones that had fallen from the 
trees, still in their husks, and which were beginning to 
germinate; then throwing my sack on my shoulder, we 
turned homewnrds, full of satisfaction with the success of 
our expedition, 

The sun bad set before we lef the cocoa-nut grove, 
and the stars were out by the time we arrived at the 
plank-house, where our simple supper was set on the 
table. We lingered over it, enjoying the tranquil hour, 
as we had nothing to dread, and well knew our way on 
board; and, as not a broath of wind was stirring at the 
time, I lighted a candle, to enable my dear wife to read 
asmall portion of Scripture, which she desired to do. 
‘This pious exercise, however, was soon interrupted by « 
swarm of eand-flies, which tormented us to such a degree 
by their bites, that we were forced to decamp, and retire 
to our ship; which wo gained without any accident, and 
found in our cabin a night of happy and uninterenpted 


repose. 
Wednesday, 30th,— We paid our compliments early 
this morning to the two young strangors, and their 
mother; we mot hor bleating at the mouth of the cavern, 
ruther distressed; for the kids could not follow 

her down tho rocky step, which formed a natural thres- 
hold, Notwithstanding the noise she made, the wild 
pigeons, unscared, were pecking away, along with the 
PNR ai echtesticgd on Ue Soar of the: corey 

«2 
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neither did any of the party move a wing at our approach, 
and we were not disposed to disturb them. It was rather 
= mystery to us that they were sometimes to he seen, and 
sometimes not; we therefore supposed they only took up 
sheic nights Todping this spacious cavern; but whether 
they built their nests there, or in the woods, we could not 
yet determine. 1 guided the kids down to their mother, 
and she immediately led them amongst the thicket. My 
dear wife stopped me here, to look at her collection of 
ogge. She had completed the deposit above, to twelve} 
besides two more, freshly Inid ones, in another corner; 
and there were eight in the nest below, which we were 
glad to see, as it proved that at least more of the pullets 
had begun paying us this welcome tribute, ‘Trifling & 
those things would be at our English home, in our sol> 
tude they were objects of the first importance, 

I now proposed our loaing no more time, wishing t» 
proceed immodiately to our plantation business at the 
silk-cotton tree. All my requisites were bagged, and at 
hand for conveyance ; and she had only to take up her 
basket with refreshments, and a small bundle of her 
reedy canes, to try her skill in constructing another like 
it, ‘The seu looked so placid, and the air was 20 wweetly 
freeh, I expressed @ wish thot she would venture along 
shore in the punt. She consented with alacrity, and 
first stowing our separate burdens safely in its bottom, 
I then seated her securely; and our little dog, without 
any hesitation, leaped in after his mistress. The water 
was perfoctly smooth, and the punt rowed lightly om its 
‘surface. From the point, to the sandy beach below the 
silk-cotton tree, the distance was about the same by water 
ae by land, taking into the account the rounding of the 
rocky point just after starting; and I suppose we got to 
the cotton-tree beach, in about the same time we should 
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have done had we walked, Fidele was first on shore. 
Athen handed out my wife; and, having put out our 
things, I drew the punt a little further along, to where 
the beach hecomes rather elevated and rocky; and so it 
extends to the south-west, for nearly a quarter of a mile; 
which constitates the range of cliff that, towards the sou, 
is the border of the open space to the southward of the 
silk-cotton tree ;—the situation where we hoped at some 
future time to fix our residence, We did not go up to 
the great tree, but made our head-quartors under « 
shelving rock on the beach, now in shade; and while I 
went to work in the dell, my wife commenced her basket. 
A laboured for about a couple of hours. Having first 
marked out points, at about a yard distant from each 
other, by placing # stone on each, where I dug deep and 
well round, in the diameter of about a foot; in each of 
these places I deposited two grains of Indian corn, until 
Thad planted twenty-four points, I then walked down 
to tho beach, and found my dear wife rathor perplexed 
in shaping ber basket; but Tencouraged her, as she bad 
oftert done me on former occasions; and with smiling 
fees we eat down to a breakfast of biscuit and the milk 
of cocoa-nuts. That over, our next task was to sow 
seme shaiddock-seeds, for which we chore the ground 
above the silk-cotton troc, and not far from the spot 
whore we bad put in the orange pips, to form a future 
grove. We were thus busily employed, when Pidele 
ran barking into the brushwood behind us (above which 
‘towers the promontory that separates this place from the 
woodland region), und in afew minutes he killed an 
iguana. We could not see the feat; but os he ceased to 
‘burk, and yet remained in the bushes, I concluded he 
had slain his game; and therefore endeavoured to make 
my way to him; bat the thicket was so dense I could 
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not. So I took my hatchet from my belt, and began % 
clear away the obstructing branches. His mistress, 
meanwhile, called him, and he came out; bat he imme 
diately ran back again, and kept watch within, until I 
had reached the place where the iguana lay. ‘There 
found my gentleman standing erowingly, and wagging 
his tail, The prize was welcome; but it led to a die 
covery much more so: 9 small spring streamed, as from 
a ewer, down the rock, out of a little cavity in its side, 
about four feet beyond where I stood, and near to the 
foot of a fine enbbage-palm. I cut m passage to it through 
the underwood ; and my dear wife, malgré her petticoats, 
gladly worked her way to the spot: by my assistance she 
got up to the little basin in the rock, orer the edge of 
which the water run in a clear slender rill. We tasted 
it, and found it sweet, cool, and pleasant; and we rejoiced 
at the discovery; for we had now a fountain at each of 
‘our places of most sojourn. Much time had been thas 
unexpectedly consumed; and the day having become too 
hot for luhour, I picked up the iguana, anil leaving my 
spade between the spurs of the great tree, we returfied to 
the beach, Although the sea-breoze had set in with much 
force, yet the soa itself being there under the lee of the 
Jand, the water was perfectly smooth; so that we 
neyed back in the punt as comfortably as we came. On 
landing, my dear helpmate would assist me to moor our 
hoat; after which, we walked to our old friendly fowm- 
tain, where the mullet lay, and brought away a couple; 
which we carried with the iguana to our plank-residence. 
We thought ite pity to dress so much for our dinner; 
but we did not like to waste the fish, which was barely 
tolerably fresh; and 4% no Gnimal substance will keep 
well twenty-four hours in this climate, it appeared to be 
‘compulsory on us to make a grand feast to-day. 


= 
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The iguana was stewed in our usaal way, and the 
mullet roasted : we eat them, with yams for our vegetable, 
and wished for more mouths to partake of this rich bounty 
tous! We gave a sigh to our poor shipmates, who, if 
alive, might at this moment be dying of hunger. The 
fish was yet eatable, from the cool sitaation in which it 
had been deposited; but og the rest in our little dépit 
would not be fit to-morrow, I determined to bury the 
remainder as a manure, and to that end T dug four holes 
wt different distances, half way between our palace and 
the lake, into which I threw the remaining mullet, with 
® little sand over them; and there I planted the four 

ing coovs-nuts we had brought the evening 
before from the grove. 1 defonded the spots from our 
browsing companions, by circles of split shingles. 

All this necomplished, T sat down to assist my dear 
wife in her first eeeay at the basket; and, as we hnd 
agreed to be content with a rude fabric, there was no 
great disnppointment in finding that even our united 
efforts muide but a bad job of it. I'now began to think 
a good baaket-maker no despicable personage in socicty. 
However, the old basket was yet serviceable, and, besides, 
would be, if carefully preserved, a model io work by. 
We regaled ourselves this evening with a melon instend 
‘of tea, and enjoyed ourselves till sunset, talking over the 


‘voyages; and the discovery of the little spring near the 
‘sifk-ootton tree, led us to build our airy castle with great 
magnificence, on the rising ground beyond it; and, as 
the punt could convey the materials, the probability of 
realising our vision, became somewhat more apparent; 
‘but the execution, was necessarily put off sine die, as it is 
expressed ; that is, without fixing a time; or porhaps ax 


ats a 
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it somotimes honestly means, to the end of time, Which 
of these occult imports were in the meaning of destiny to 
us, time only can develope, We now finished the day 
by seeing our live stock safe in their retreat; and, not 
choosing again to encounter the sand-flies, we fastened 
our door, and bent our course to the vessel, and to rest. 
‘Thureday,313t,—Every day scemed to bring its work; 
and when that is not too laborious, employment is the 
happiest condition of man, It is told of w religious 
recluse, who, in the early ages of Christianity, betook 
himself to 1 cave in Upper Egypt, which, in the thw 
of the Pharaohs, had been a depository for mummies, 
that he prayed there, morning, noon, and nights eating 
‘only of the dates which some neighbouring trees afforded, 
and drinking of the water of tho Nile, At length the 
hermit becamo weary of lifo, and then he prayed sill 
more earnestly. After this duty, one day he fell asleep, 
and the vision of an angel appeared to him in = dream, 
commanding him to arise, and cut down a neighbouring 
palm-tree and make a rope of its fibres, and, after it was 
done, the angel would appear to him again. The hermit 
awoke, and instantly applied himself to obey the visies. 
He travelled about from place to place many days before 
he could procure an axe, and during this journey be felt 
happier than he had been for many years, His prayers 
wore now short and fows but what they wnnted in length 
and number, they outmensured in fervency, Having 
returned with the axe, he cut down the tree; and, with 
much labour and assiduity during several days, prepared 
the fibres to make the rope; and, after a continuance of 
daily occupation for some weeks, completed the com- 
mand. The angel that night appeared to him as pro- 
mised, “ Dominico,” said the celestial visiter, “you are 
now no longer weary of life, but happy. Know them 
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‘thot man was made for Isbour; and prayer also is his 
daty: the one as well as the other is essential to his well- 
being. Arise in the morning, take the cord, and with it 
gird up thy loins, and go forth into the world; and let 
it be a memorial to thee, of what God expects from man, 
If he would be blessed with happiness on eurth.” We 
arose es usual with the day, and made an early voyage 
in the punt to the beach below the great treo; and there 
1 dug the ground, and put in twenty-five double plant- 
ings of Indian corn, contiguous to the former. After 
Thad finished my work, we scrambled into the brush- 
wood, where I out sovoral Iengths of a sort of withy or 
bamboo, to assist us in making our baskets; the reedy 
canes thrown on the beach by the storm, having proved 
rather brittle when too much bent, This little extra task 
finished, we returned by water. When arrived at our 

we were glad to rest ourselves on our couch of 
plank, which to us was softer than down, for we were 
tired. 


After reposing an hour, my dear Eliza spread our 
table with the residue of the iguana, which she warmed, 
adding a few coccos roasted. Meanwhile I employed 
myself in reconnoitring our stock; which I brought all 
round the door, with the assistance of our little dog. 
Daring our dinner we gave them food also, for it was 
my kind-hearted wife's wish to accustom them to expect 
something at our hands at our usual meal-times: and it 
‘Was quite cheering to us, to see them bappy around us: 
and the two innocent Jittle kids, particularly interested 
her. In the midst of our enjoyment, she discovered that 
one duck wae missing; and I proposed an immediate 
search; but the wise woman thought it probable the 
truant might have mado a nest somewhere, and if so, it 
were better not to disturb her ladyship, by hunting about 





136 SIR MDW. SEAWARD'S res. 


after her; therefore T Jet the matter rest. Having finished 
dinner, my industrious Eliza, with the old basket fora 
pattern, made the framework of a new one; und I, newer 
so happy as when employed near her, began to plan a 
fish-pot, to be made with some of the cane-reeds ani 
bamboos. It was to be constructed like two wire mouse 
traps, with their broad nether extromity joined, but 
without any division between them. A wicker-door war 
to be in the middle, to put in the bait, and to hand out 
the captive fish; the tmp-holes at the smaller extremitiet 
being made large enongh for a good sized fish to enter; 
and the whole machine was to be about three feet and» 
half long. We wrought emulously on until sunset; and, 
as wo worked, we talked over our discomfiture in attempt- 
ing to gain the summit of the promontory, and finally 
resolved to dare it again to-morrow, commencing at the 
vory dawn of day. Our work being now put aside, we 
packed tho basket ready for to-morrow's expedition, and 
then retired on board for the night. 

Friday, lst February —Our meditated enterprise was 
the awakening dream of the morning. Before the day 
broke, we were planning our ascont over all difficulties; 
aud perhaps our having failed in the preceding attempt 
added 4 circumspeetion to our present zeal, without which 
nothing of importance can be accomplished. We arose 
with the gray of the morning. My wife accommodated 
her dress to the occasion: the former essay having taught 
her that petticoats were incompatible with such achieve 
ments, she dressed herself Ala Tarque; that is, adding 
to her canvass boots « pair of trousers, and a dimity 
‘bedgown, that came half way to her knees; girding her 
waist with a sash, composed of two or three yards of red 
bunting, of the narrow breadth of which the ensigns of 
ships are made. With this well-contrived raiment, and 
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a small turban of muslin, and red bunting, on her heud 
to save it from the sun,—thus attired, with her pike in 
her hand, and her little dog-at her foot, wo landed, and 
walked np from the vessel. I bronght a musket on shore; 
with half a dozen rounds of ball-vartridge; and, ealling 
at the plank-house, took with us the spy-glass, an axe, 
and u bill-hook, some seeds, and the backet which we 
had packed last night with refreshments, T also swung 
my canteen over my neck, which we filled ut our spring, 
and then embarked in the punt just ot sunrise. After 
rounding the rocky point, I rowed along shore; and 
passing our place of landing below the silk-cotton tree, 
kept on, under the cliffs, for about a quarter of a mile: 
the beach, then unobstructed by rocks, reappeared, which 
continued for about another quarter of a mile, running 
out into high rocks. Just where the fine beach ter 
minated, we concluded to go on shore, and attempe the 
ascent, a break appearing in the side of the mountain. 
We here drow up the bow of the punt, and secured it by 
the paynter to a tree, and lunded our things, removing 
our basket to a shady place further from the beach, on 
our way through the troes to the foot of the acelivity. 
We then set forward, harnessed, as T have before de- 
scribed, in my own necessary necoutrements, not fore 
getting my bill-hook in my belt. I gave the axe to my 
wife to place in her sash, having her pike for hor staff, 
and Fidele her constant follower. We began the ascent. 
To make so much parade about surmounting » hill not 
six hundred fect high, may appear ridiculous; but there 
were some real obstacles to remove, and many imaginary 
difficulties and perila to encounter. We were in the dark 
as to our Way, and the dark always magnifies danger. 
We found paroquets numerous in the trees, feeding on 
‘the yellow fruit of a spocies of palm, I would not kill 
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any of them: wo had not taken life from any creature 
‘unnecessarily, sinca we get foot in the island, neither had 
a shot been fired, to nwaken alarm in any of the feathered 
tribe. We pursued a tolerable path for a short time with 
little interruption through the wood, which brought us to 
@ very steep acclivity, overgrown with dwarf palms; we 


were encouraged to cut our way up this height, as the. 


hill above it scemed to split, showing a rocky face om the 
north. My wife eat down under a tree near the com- 
‘mencement of the ascent, where I deposited the musket, 
and went to work with the bill-hook, clearing « narrow 
passage through the dwarf palms; among which there 
was here and there an aloe, with its extended leaver 
pointed by a strong thorny spike, It cost me two hourt 
hard labour to cleave my way, and cast the cuttings aside, 
through a apace not exceeding thirty yards. My kind 
Eliza often showed her sympathy in my exertions, by 
calling out, “ My dear Edward, {wish T could help you." 
At length she started up, saying, ‘I shall be with you 
again presently;” and, afler a while returned with the 
basket of our provisions, which had been deposited 
between our present station and the beach. T was not 
inscnsible to this act of consideration ; and, thanking her 


‘our return: thon proceoding in Indian filo that is, ene 
after the other, to ascend the steep, we clambered to the — 
summit: from henee I had to cut a path through its 
thickly-wooded brow, rather downwards and slanting, 
into the ravina; the bottom of which was covered 

fragments of rock, fallen from the precipice above. 
about eleven o'clock we got fairly into the ravine, 











1734. NARRATIVE, 139 


high cliffs to our left, and a steep hill, covered with 
dwarf palms, to the right. We had now only to take 
¢are not to fall nor stumble among the stones and frag- 
ments of rocks, thut were scattered everywhere. We 
were proceeding slowly and csutiously, when Pidele ran 
aside, and began to bark: I anticipated an iguana, and 
stood still, expecting to see him turn it out and kill it, 
A living beast, but not an iguana, certainly came forth 
from between the broken masses, which the dog endea- 
voured to seize, but could not; he, however, soon turned 
the creature over, for it was not much larger than the 
iguana. I would not fire at it, although we did not 
know what it wos, It made a noise when the dog ap- 
proached it, something between 2 grunt and a squeak: 7 
thought it time, however, to succour our little friend, 
who had commenced a second attack on the animal; so 
LI scrambled up to the scene of contest with my bill-hook, 
and found the poor nondescript rolled up like a hedge- 
hog, but having the appearance of a tortoise, T could 
not strike a creatare in such a passive attitude; and, 
‘waiting until my dear wife could make her way to us, 1 
asked her what I should do with it, “Don't hurt it, 
Edward,” she exclaimed; “it is a poor harmless arma- 
dillo: I have seen its picture in a book.” We then 
agroed to tic it up in a handkerchief, and take it home. 
T accordingly made it safe, but found it very trouble- 
some to carry, it being about twelve pounds’ weight; T 
therefore hung the handkerchief on the branch of a tree, 
‘that I snubbed off ehort for the purpose, meaning to stop 
for it as we came back. We then pursued our serambling 
way up the ravine. After ascending through this cleft 
for about a quarter of a mile, we came out on 6 smooth 
barren surtice, aconsiderable height, being on both sides 
of us, and before us; and in half an hour more, by a 
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tum to the left, we gained the highest summit of the 
promontory, to our great joy. My dear Eliza placed 
her arm in mine, while wo stood and looked around 
with wonder. A thousind questions, that had perplexed 
us for so many weeks, were here answered at once. We 
sow the sca separating two islands, and this arm of sepa: 
ration we had taken for a lake; but we observed that 
this expanse of water was land-locked on every side, $0 
that it was, in effect, a lake #s to smoothness and harbour 
security. We saw the extended recf to the eastward, 
terminating with rocks on ench end, with small islands 
to the northward of the place where our vessel had 
struck; and we discovered the promontory on which we 
stood to be a peninsula, 

The sun was in tho moridian, and we had no shade 
here; but the sea-breeze blew around us with healing on 
its wings, and we did not complain of the heat. I now 
took the spy-glass, and looked around in every direction, 
—on beach, and rock, and sea,—for any sign of our 
shipmates or the boat; bat nothing was to be seen, T 
then endeavoured to discover any huts, or other sign of 
natives, or any wild uninals; and, last of all, swept the 
horizon, to look for other land, or perchance espy some 
passing vessel in the distance; but T could discera 
nothing. We now, having cooled a little, eat downy 
and, after resting our limbs a fow minutes, took each & 
roviring mouthful or two of water from tho canteen: we 
then rote, and proceeded along the smooth crost of the 
promontory towards its northern extremity, but Kept ms 
close as we could, in our walk, to its eastern side, As 
we advanced we saw breakers below us, and as far as the 
eye could seo; also a grent black rock, as if part of the 
promontory, to the northward and eastward of us. It 
was the same rock, o part of which we bad observed 
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from the cabin windows of the brig a& she lay in the 
creck, Further on, we remarked a clear channel between 
those breakers and great rock, and the promontory. 
After going perseveringly forward, even in the heat of 
the sun, for nearly two miles, we arrived at the northern 
extremity, and there had the satisfaction of looking down 
‘on our vessel, which we found immediately below ax: it 
appeared like @ boot; and our wooden palace, on the 
sandy ridge, like a bandbox. 

‘To return by the way we came would be a serious 
labour for my Eliza, after the fatigue she already hud 
undergone: I therefore proposed to cut a path for her 
down to the light hole of the cave; from which there 
already was a way sufficiently opened to descend. We 
debated the subject as we edged down towards it; but 
she was averse to the proposal; she could not bear the 
idea of leaving the armadillo suspended in the handker- 
chief till to-morrow, or the alternative of my going alone 
to release it. “The trath is,” said she, “we had no 
right to make a prisoner of the poor thing for our amuse= 
ment; and we aro justly served, to be placed in this 
dilemms, by having done so.” She certainly appeared 
a little vexed at the matter. We therefore determined 
to rest a little, and then returned to our prisoner. So 
sitting down ander a dwarf palm that stood near us, and 
s00n after stretching ourselves on a rocky ledge bolow its 
shade, in a short time we all fell asleep; she with her 
head end arm on my lap, and her little dog by her side, 

Tr appeared by the position of the sun when we awoke, 
that we had slept at least two hours; we then arose, and 
taking some wuter from the canteen, to apply to our faces 
and hands, we felt refreshed, and resumed our journey 
by the crest of the hill; keeping now on the western side 
of tho ridge. After proceeding about half way in this, 
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our backward pilgrimage, we could eee the silk-cotton 
‘tree below us, and some part of the open ground con+ 
tiguous to it; the locality of which made it an object of 
peculiar interest, About an hour before sunset we began 
to descend the ravine; stopping now and then to put im 
some seeds of the shaddock, the orange, and the lime, in 
anch places as appeared most promising. We found the 
poor captive as we left him, perfectly quict in his ham- 
mock; but he must have made an effort to escape, for 
we found a hole in the handkerchief; and probably it 
was the swinging movement he occasioned by the attempt, 
that most likely frightened him into resignation to his 
fate, T took the handkerchief down; and my dear wife 
thought I had best let him go; but E said, we could feed 
him, and use him well; and if he would not pet, we could: 
at any time give him his liberty, “At any rate,” T 
added, “I should like to aeo his head, and tail, and feet, 
which, hitherto, he has kept close within his coat of 
mail." Tt well might be called so, for his body appeared 
scale over scale; not like the continuous covering of the 
tortoise, I therefore bore him along with us; and 
heartily glad we were to arrive at the foot of the tree, 
where our basket was deposited. The sun was sinking 
Jow in the horizon, and we sat down eagerly to devour 
tho fragments of our morning repnst. Poor Fidele was 
not the least hungry of the party, eating his share 
greedily; after which, his kind mistress poured water 
into my hand for him to drink, There were no frag 
ments to gather, so we put the armadillo, tied up as he 
was, into tho basket; and made a rapid march throngh 
‘the trees to the punt. 

This litle boat was now a great accommodation to 
our weary limbs; and I rowed it along shore with great 
delight, seeing my dear wife so comfortably seated, while 
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T thus made a finish of our fatiguing expedition, We 
relanded a little after sunset, and literally dragged our- 
solves up to the plank-house; where being #0 very tired, 
we indulged ourselves with a glass of wine; after which, 
I cut a piece of melon, and put it on the floor, hoping 
the armadillo might eat some of it next morning: we 
then untied the handkerchief, and laid him down beside 
his intended breakfast. ‘The sand-flies begun to bite: so 
hastily fastening the door, we made our escape to our 
marine dormitory; where, without rocking, we slept 
soundly. 

Saturday, 2d.—In the morning we found ourselves 
very stiff from the efforts of the preceding day; and had 
recourse to a copious ablution of sen-water upon the deck, 
immodiately after getting up; which was succeeded, as 
on former occasions, by a perfect renovation. My wife 
had experienced so much utility in her change of costume, 
that with my permission she would henceforth dispense 
with the petticoats, and dross & Ia Turque: T was quite 
agreeable; the new dress was sufficiently modest, and 
‘more appropriate to her present situation; and in truth, 
it was very becoming, being not a little gracoful. We 
were early at the plank-house, excited by curiosity to see 
the armadillo; we peeped through the lath luttices of the 
‘eastern window, and found him parading about, at a slow 
paces his head appeared small, his tail scaly, and by no 
means short, and his fore feet were armed with long strong 
claws: we could perceive that he had eaten a great portion 
of the piece of melon; and this pleased us both. “ Now, 
my love,’ I said, “you go and take a look at our stock 5 
and I will palisado in a castle for Signior Armadillo, at 
the west end here of our own palace; I have plenty of 
shingles at hand, which I shall drive into the sand, and 
do the thing presently,” I executed my project with 
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about forty; first giving them a pointed shape at the 
nether end; then struck thom severally into the sand 
with the bammer head of my hatchet; making an aren 
of twelve feet by six; and placing them with an interval 
of about three inches: when they were driven in, thoy 
were not more than a foot high; bat the armadillo wae 
no jumper, and so the rampart was high enough, I 
completed my erection in a couple of hours; before 
which time, my wife was at my elbow, followed by goute 
and kids, and the gallant cock, with only one of his hens. 
The ducks would not be tempted to-day from the brook; 
but my helpmate had pleasing intelligence to bring me: 
two of the hens were sitting; one in the hatch, the other 
on the original nest among the fragments of rock newr 
the cave. I thanked her for the good news; and my 
little stoccado being finished, [ opened the door of the 
plank-house, when the poor armadillo, heing alarmed, 
made the best of his way out of our sight under the 
friendly settee. I took him out, however, by the back, 
and, carrying him forth, laid him down within bis castle 
I there placod the bit of melon ho had left, beside hiry 
though he was then rolled up in his case again—hoad, 
feet, and tail being invisible. We left him in this situa 
tion; but Eliza took her station on the plank-seat, ty 
witch his movements through the lattice-work of the 
western window. Ina few minutes she called to me to 
come to her. He had unfolded himself, ad was trying 
to get out between the shingles; but finding that imprac~ 
ticable, he fell to digging the sand, and in less than s 
minute had buried himself beneuth it. We looked awhile 
for hia reappearance, but as he did not choose to come 
out agnin, we gave him up for the day, and sat down te 
a ten-brenkfast, which to us was always a lnxury. 

After this, a8 to-morrow would be the Sabbath, and 


Ay al 
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as we had some arrangements to make, to prevent our 
breaking in upon its sanctity by domestic employments, 
wwe returned on board together, to collect and set in order 
what we might want for the next day's provision. My 
wife had heard me describe a pumpkin-pic, as being little 
inferior to an apple-pie, when the juice of limes wae 
squeezed into it. She asked me if she might venture to 
try her skill at one: I smiled my assent; and we took 
om shore with us (where our cooking preparations could 
be managed best) a brown baking-dish, some flour, Cork 
butter, und her other ingredients. She set nimbly to 
work on our settee, by way of a dresser, while I turned 
my care to build up a good oven of hot embers in the 
proper place, for beking. She suddeoly called out to 
me, she had forgot to seck in our Bristol store-chest for 
some cloves, to complete the necessary seasoning: “ You 
ean easily get at it, Edward,” said she, “for 1 remember 
it was put in the steerage passage; and it is full of all 
et ated 
ee tiie a nena 
ill bring you some of its contents in a few minutes.” 
Mase eae en trdel vay sed feast oo mentioned, 
She thanked me, when I put the cloves into her hand. 
@ Edward,” said she, “when these things were given to 
us by your kind aunt at Bristol, little did she imagine for 
what necessitics she was providing! How gracious has 
the Almighty been to us, to prepare us such a table in 
the wilderness!” I replied to her with the same feeling 
of wondering gratitude: and she added, “ My dear 
Edward, if we are to spend our lives on this island, and 
f is be God's will, I shall be content to do so; for 
perhaps I never could be happier than Lam! And if we 
remain s0 long as to make a nice dwelling for ourselves 
Seg tion X Row dare ace plenty 
VOts Ie 
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of crockery wares, and every other necessary for house- 
hold comfort, in the vessel, if they have escaped destres- 
tion from the storm,”—* That is true, dear Eliau," I 
replied; “and 1 hope some day to, indeed, put that pilin 
in execution,” 

When sho had finished making the pie, I fitted & 
spare brown dish upside down over it, and having mate 
a bed for them thus placed together, in the embers 
drew more hot embers oyer the whole. She wns highly 
pleased with my contrivance; and, while the oven part 
was going on, set our palace to rights again, Afler our 
frugal dinner (for our pie was for to-morrow), I propos 
trying my fish-pot, which I had just finishod. Elizn rose 
with alacrity, and Fidele wagged his tail and barked, a 
if he snuffed some new sport in the wind. 7 them pro 
ceeded to fit up my fish-pot: a flat stone was selectéd, 
which I fastened by a small rope te the bottom, to sak 
it; and another piece of good rope, about three fathors 
Jong, was made fast to the rope-fastening of the stone} 
the other end of it was passed through the body of the 
fish-pot, to come out above, right in the centres so that 
as it was raised by the rope, it hung evenly on either side 
of the aperture; whence the rope issued, was a wiser 
hateh for the fisher’s hand. To this, on the prosent 
occasion, I suspended a bit of fat pork om a slip of twins, 
to hang loosely in the centre, directly opposite to the two 
holes at the machine's extremities (which, ax T before 
tated, were hollow cones, with the narrow ends towardé 
each other), so that the fish might be trmpted in towards 
the bait, but when in could not get out. I took « shingle 
for a buoy, to float the end of the rope; and all being 
ready we proceeded to the pant, and pashed out» little 
beyond the extremity of the rocky point. I let down the 
fish-pot, in nearly three fathoms water, and took the pre 
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caution to bring a bucket to keop the fish alive, should 
we take any. 

Tt was not yet pear sunset; so, ou relunding, we 
strolled shout visiting our mclons and the pumpkins, 
which we had planted between the rivulet and the 
southern part of the base of the rocky point: those that 
were sown carticst, hod spread their shoots toa great dis- 
tance; some of them having run upwards of twenty foot 
from the stem; and these were all in flower—fine large 
golden blossoms; while those planted ten or twelve days 
after them, were nearly aa laxuriant, but not yet in flower. 
‘The pineapple top looked well, and seemed to grow a 
little, Tt was no small pleasure to us to sce this fine 
promise before us, and to perceive that none of them had 
been touched by the goats. Tho ducks were here, wad- 
dling alongside the water; haphehgaras elder 
two were then missing. The goats were browsing on 
Sees tier sorte, head) oo tio ce ayiag 
about like kittens. We threw them a little corm; and at 
the same time took some which had been bruised, to the 
sitting hens in their roost. 

As soon as the stars appeared, T took my tar-rope torch 
to the beach, to be a bait for the mullet, in cuse my fish- 
pestered I rowed out, and took up the pot, but 

my disappointment there wax nothing in it. However, 
Rs Raines iocwtakie erik, wilt grew wplhoe all 
over bins, sticking fast to the outside. Without touching 
him, T letdown my trap again into the sea. The mullet 
hed been jumping before the sun went down; and as 
soon as T lighted the torch, which my dear wife held in 
her hand, they began to leap at the bout. We did not 
want w cargo; therefore I soon began to put for the 
shore; but ere I resched it, fivo fine fish had made them- 
selves our prisoners; and having filled the bucket with 
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walt water, ns they fell into the boat L popped them into 
it, This was 2 bright thought. I placed « couple of 
shingles over the bucket, to prevent their getting out; 
and, haying drawn the punt to the shore, returned, well 
pleased with our anccess, to the plank-honse. 

After adjusting ourselves a little, we lighted a candle, 
and eat down to enjoy some fruit; for we had now o 
twofold reason for not sparing the melons: most of them 
in our store were on the spoil, and the seeds we had sown 
gave us on early earnest of plenty. During the day we 
had seen nothing of the armadillo, for he had continued 
under the sand ; but we now threw a piece of melon into 
his inclosure, which we thought might, in the morning, 
tell us something about him. In the midst of this, the 
sand-flies beenmne very troublesome; which vexed us not 
a little, at the prospect of being thus constantly annoyed 
by their nightly visits, I first proposed making a emoky 
fire; but we fenred the combustibility of our mansion : 
I then thought, if my wife had no objection, of trying 
to emoke a cigar the next time we encountered them, 
although I owned I was no adept at such an 
She said that, so far from objecting, she had liked the 
smell of the cigars in Jamaica; and she now suppoted 
the people had used them at first to keep off the mus- 
ehetos and sund-flies there; therefore she would be very 
glad of my resource, if it would not make me sick. This 
dialogue being ended, while the little wretches seamed 
to be taking vengeance on us beforehand for plotting their 
discomfitare, we hastily put out the candle, and, fastening 
the door, made our way to our vessel, and to bed. 

Sunday, Sd.—We dressed ourselves in clean clothes, 
with more than an every-day neatness, and so prepared 
for the quiet enjoyment of the day, laying aside all 
worldly care; for even in this solitude we were boset 
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Jenves already spread a gorgeous carpet over the rurface 
‘of the ground, We followed the rivulet that ran behind 
this luxuriant little plot, towards the lake, and found 
some of our ducks busily feeding amongst the reeds om 


strong. ‘Thie gave me an idea they might be of the 
species whose roots are esculent; and I proposed to my 
wife trying them ourselves. ‘Most probably you are 
right in your supposition, dear Edward,” she replieds 
“but wo have abundance; and porhapeit would be most 
prudent, if you please, not to make any doubtful exper 
ments in eating things, of the salabrity of which wo eis 
havo no certainty.” I applauded her caution, and agree! 
with her entirely on the principle. 

We returned to our palace, and thankfally dined os 
our cold pumpkin pic, which sprinkled with a Kittle «ager 
and lime-juice, turned out to be excellent; and that 
excellence wax not 2 little enhanced to me by ite being 
the handiwork of my beloved helpmate. ‘The afternoos 


| 
| 
its sides, which at some places were growing tall and | 














wis passed in conversing on subjects of eternal import, — 


and in reading from the New Testament: we then pre 
posed a walk to the cocoa-nut grove; and returned, mone 
refreshed than fatigued, to our ship; where we finished 
the day by prayer, and praises to our almighty Protector. 
Monday, 4th,—We awoke long before daylight, and 
talked! over the business of the ensuing day. 1 pointed 
out tho necessity of speedily putting into the ground 
whatever more we intended to plant, as the moistening 
effects of tho late rains were quickly ' 
the daily incroasing beat of the weather, Thus impressed, 
wo arose with the dawn, and had atrived et the plank- 
house before the goats and poultry came out from the 
thicket, Iarried Fidele ia my arms, that, by cautiously 
advancing, we might poesibly get a sight of the armadillo: 
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in the work; for to identify us in every thought and 
every act was her greatest delight, While she went Se 
the pine-upple tops, I prepared their places, in n line with 
the sugar-canes, When she had planted them, I earthed 
them up; and, after gazing on then a while with mech 
complacency, she leaning on me with herarm, we separsted 
to our different avocations, I worked this morning 
about three hours; putting in about fifty plantings of 
Tndinn corn, two grains in cach hole, This 

T joined my wife under the rocks by the beach: she bad 
our breakfast spread forth,—cold salt beef, biscuit, anf 
cocou-nut milk; not omitting a good slice of water-melen, 
a most delicious and thirst-quenching fruit in a ttopleal 
climate. The wonderful rapidity with which we hal 
seen how the plants grew, excited our remarks aol 
gratitude; for we clearly saw that before our stock of 
this cooling fruit, and our pumpkins, could be expended, 
wo should have an abundant supply from our pl 

and it became the wish of our bearts that our friends | 
England could partake of our delightful melons. 

‘We now re-cmbarked for our return, taking sip the 
fish-pot, with the grouper, by the way: I did not, hew= 
ever, haul it on board, but kept it in the water, aud left 
it within a few yards of the beach, throwing the buoy on 
the rock, so as to enable me to get it when wanted, witle 
out the trouble of launching the punt, On 1 
plank-house, we sat down to cool and rest * 
During our conversation I observed, that, as we had now 
made all our great plantings, I should like to put im eome 
of the nuts from the chocolate trees, here and there, in 
the woodland region; and, when they grew up a fittle, 
I would thin the wood in their immediate vicinity, to 
give them room, Indeed, it seemed very remarkable 
that we had not seen any of those trees, excepting mear 
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the mouth of the cave: and when I took that cireum- 
stance into consideration, in connexion with the military 
belt I found there, it did not appear improbable that 
those trees had sprung from some nuts accidentally seat- 
tered by those to whom the belt had belonged, when 
they were preparing their chocolate meal: such being the 
chief refreshment of the Spaniards on the main, Next 
day wo fixed on for setting some of the nuts we had 
already gathered, My dear wife wished to finish her 
hesket, which now was nearly done; so I went on board, 
to hoist up an empty water-cask from the hold, a machine 
that I designed for a very useful purpose. I was not 
long fn effecting my object; and, without much trouble, 
got iton shore. I proceeded to the plank-house, where 
I found the basket finished ; and a very neat and perfeet 
work it was, with a strong handle, like the pattern, T 
could not but applaud my Eliza, and she was highly 
gratified in having deserved and received my approba- 
tion. I now rolled up the empty cnsk to the door; and 
she repaid me with her commendation on my foresight, 
when I told her what I was going to do with it. The 
cask was to be a conservatory for our live fish, [ eut 
& pretty Inrge scuttle in one of the ends, intended for 

‘the bead; and with a proper carpenter's tool, bored half-a~ 
dozen holes in the other end, which was to be the bottorn, 
and @ few also in the sides: the thing was then done, 
T rolled it down to the beach where the punt lay, and let 
the cask down into the water at about three feet decp. 
I then gathered a few stones the size of bricks, and, 
them into the scuttle, the cask soon sunk, the 

water rising in it through the holes made in the bottom 
and sides: boing thus securely placed, its top stood about 
‘ix inches above the water's edge; the water within, of 
course, reaching to within six inches of its being full ; 
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and, by means of the side holes, there would be 4 cen 
stant flux and reflux, The repository being ready, Idrew 
up the fish-pot; and taking out the grouper safé and 
sound, popped it in. My dear wife was quite amesed 
in secing tio fish plunge in the ensk, as if it enjoyed 
its now quarters. I roquested her to take a walk with 
Fidele, while I got the pot ready to lay out again: is 
truth, I intended to bait it ine way I knew she would 
objost to, did she sec the preparation; therefore, as soon 
as she was a little way off, T took one of the live myullet 
out of the bucket, and Inid it on the sand until it was 
dead: I then baited with it, and called to har to ascend 
the rock, so that she might have me and my apparatus in 
sight, She clambered up, and stood near enough to talk 
with me, while I laid the fish-pot; and in a few minutes 
Twas again on shore with the punt. 

During the remainder of the afternoon, T employed 
myself in weeding our plantution wear the ea 
and Elizn was occupied with her needle. As it ap 
proached sunset she prepared tea, to which I gladly 
joined her in ovr wooden palace. I found already there, 
before the door, our poultry and goats, to which we die 
tributed the remains of the mullet we had left at dinmer, 
aud the rind of our melon. It was surprising to see bow 
greedily the ducks devoured the fish; and we nfterwants 
thought that its occasional mixture with their ordinary 
food greatly augmented the number of their eggs. ‘Their 
chuckling enjoyment reminded us of the sitting absentee; 
and my wife instantly tripped away with some pounded 
corn to the matrons at the cave's mouth; while I ran 
down with a similar tribute to the covert where my lady 
duck was hatching her young brood. 

By the timo we returned, the sun had set, and the sade 
flies begun their annoyance. Our culinury fire under the 
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robk; wan all nneatlogniahed,, but Bt lay at Joe, great n 
distance to affect our tormentors, for the wind generally 
went down with the sun; hence the fire's smoke seldom 
could be made to reach them. My Eliza therefore 
Kindled @ piece of stick at the embers, and brought it to 
me ona plate, I lightod a cigar immediately, and 
managed it protty well fora beginner. As I smoked it, 
she drew close to me, #0 as to be quite within its protect- 
ing influence; and, to our great satisfaction, we found 
the expedient successful: but I could not secomplish 
more than half « cigar at this time, for I began to feel 
the tobacco affect my head with s slight giddiness. I 
therefore carefully pat out our antidote; and, fastening 
the door, we retired to our vessel to. sleop, not a little 
thankful that the sand-flies did not incommode us there. 
Tuesday, Sth.—The early dawn found us on the alert, 
talking over the intended operations of the day, which, 
however, were not numermus. Of our old arrangoments, 
we had only the cacao-nnts to plant; but it had occurred 
to me, that, aa necessity had obliged me to become a cigar 
smoker, a fature provision for that would be « pradont 
matter of thought. I had a large box of them, to be sure; 
yetif we should sojourn long on the island, its contents 
disappear; and then in what a strait we 

be, banished in the evenings from our deur planks. 
house. Bat recollection furnished me with a remedy: 
the eorn-cobe, the pumpkin-soed, and the tobacco-seed, 
still remained in my sea-chest, where T had deposited 
‘them in Virginia, for my dear old father. My Eliza was 
delighted with this good news: no time was lost in pos- 
ourselves of the precious seeds; and it wns re 

to begin sowing them this very day, in our cotton: 


Bat the morning's work commenced with a visit to 
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the fish-pot, in which I found three fine fish, of a species 
less than the grouper; they are called in Jamaica, snap- 
pers. I quickly popped them into the conservatory, and 
baited again with a mullet which Iny dead in the bucket, 
On our arrival at the plank-house, not secing the arma~ 
dillo, I saw disposed to dig him up; but my wife per 
suaded me to let him alone, and starve him a little, by 
which she thought we might at last force him to come 
out for his food, and at length grow familiar. Acceding 
to her reasoning, nothing was to be thrown into bis crib 
this days and the shy yentleman being left to fast, we 
took our basket with our own refreshment, and, with 
Fidelo trotting after us, hastened on foot through the 
woodland region to the plantation, 

Eliza took her station for awhile at the foot of the sill 
cotton tree; and I, with a zeal that sweetens labour, 
went to work with my spade; and had put in the tobacco 
seeds, at about eighteen inches apart, almost all before 
eleven o'clock: then it became too hot for farther exer 
tion; but 1 had made o sufficient tobacco-plot; and 
satisfied with my work, F could not but be so with myself: 
When T had nigh finished, my dear wife and Fidele, 
went up to the spring in the rock-basin, for some fresh 
coo! water, and there, Diwna-like, fell in upon the chase, 
and killed an iguana, 1 heard her dog give tongue, and 
I hallooed Tally-ho!" at which she laughed aloud; 
and being now familiar with the sight of that ugly crea 
ture, she took it up, and brought it to me in triumph, 
‘We sat down together under the deep shade of the great 
tree, and enjoyed our cold collation of salt ment and 
frnit. “ Dearest Edward,” said she, * this i a delightful 
spot! How comfortable shall we find ourselves, should 
you ever be able to crect a dwelling for us on the rising 
ground here, as you propose! Besides, as there is no 
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sand near, I might hope we should not be tormented by 
those relentless little wretches which infest our plank- 
house!’—"T trust, in the cool season of next year, my 
own Eliza,” I replied, “I muy be able to accomplish it; 
and meanwhile, when all our urgent present labours are 
done, I will bogin to gradually bring materials to the 
spot."—“Oh, my kind husband!" she rejoined, “ how 
happy am I with you even in this solitude: I would not 
change my lot with a queen!" After our ropast I depo- 
sited the iguana in the basket, and we returned into the 
woodlind region, where, under « protecting, though not 
deep thade, I commencod putting in the encao-seods; and 
by two o'clock bad planted about forty. T marked each 
‘spot with a bit of stick, for the purpose of fixing a little 
guard of stakes round each, on a future day. 

I was rather tired by the labours of thie part of the 
day, and gladly adjourned for our hours of repose und 
refreshment to the plank-house. When these aids of 
wearied nature had eufficiently recruited me, I began to 
talk alertly of the remainder of my day's avocations, and 
told my dear partner that T meant to close them with a 
grand and 60 stock our conservatory well. 
She smiled, and observed, that it had occurred to hee 
“there would be some difficulty in gotting the fish oat 
of the conservatory, after they were once in." — Not to 
you, sweet onc!" Implied: “did 1 not say, you should 
be my fisher? I now intend to keep my promise ; and 
it shall be your office, whenever you please, to take 
the fish ont of the conservatory."— I shall always be 
pleased with the task, dear Edward,” she rejoined, if 
you will show me bow.”—“ You shall try it in a day or 
two,” I replied; “and I will answer for your being as 
‘expert as Isaac Walton himself.” With this our dialoguc 
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At sunset we repaired to the punt. On drawing up 
the fish-pot, E founda grouper and a smapper in it; and 
hauling it wlong under water, till I came to the comer 
vatory, I tock them out, and popped them into the cask. 
T then baited with the entrails of the iguana, and laid 
the pot out again, That done, by means of my bucket, 
I filled the centre compartment of the punt with sea 
water, to the height of about three inches, and, it being 
water-tight hetween the crass-plunks, none of the water 
ran cither forward or aft. My dear wife then sat down 
on the stern soat, with a lighted torch in her hand, and 
Fidele at hor feot. At this timo the stars were appearing: 
L rowed out, but before I cleared the point, the mallet 
began to jump, and fall fast around us, even about oar 
ears: at first it was good sport, and I laughed heartily 
at some hard knocks they gave me on my shoulders and 
hands. Those which did not drop into the middle of 
the punt, but either fore or aft, were picked ap by one 
or other of ux, and thrown into the part with the water. 
Fidele was the first to complain of being rather 
dealt with, for s heavy fish or two struck him in their 
fall, which caused him to shake his ears, and, with » 
yell, draw near his mistress: he was more alarmed than 
hurt; but she, poor dear, received a too severe blow on 
the ide of her face; and, although she said not & word, 
T perceived, by her heightened colour, it had given her 
pain: s0 wishing a truce to the game, 1 desired her to 
throw the torch overboard, which she did, and the 
shower of mullet ceased. I put back in haste: Pidele 
yped on shore in an instant, and I Jeapot! after him, 
ling out my best beloved most carefully, 
anxious to see if she wore seriously burt; but she gaily 
declared in the negative, and I was satistied. I there 
fore proceeded to convey the mullet and ealipeavar out 
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of the well in the punt, into the conservatory; and, to 
my no smal) surprise, counted more than two dozen. 
Sipe op) Srcoinanee, yes cpanel iat pia 

p)Acleat amy poor, iiidaie, it wae marry: sport: £0 thee ! 
thon shalt have ‘better shelter mext time.” And abe 


again by the voice of his mistress. 
T Jeft the water in the punt as it was; and we hastened 
up to tho taking some of the fire we bad lit 


weleome company; so I lighted # new cigsr, and got 
on with it very well; my dear companion keeping close 
to me under the protecting influence of the smoke; the 
fragrance of which she said was very agreeable. I made 
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former sowings might be said to grow daily, 
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nay, hourly, almost visibly shooting up. Both of ue 
exclaimed together, “How wonderful the rapidity of 
vegetation in this climate!" 

As the day became hot, we repoeed ourselves under 
the silk-cotton trov; feeling that listlessness for which 
the residents, und even natives, of this quarter of the 
world, are so remarkable; bat hitherto our European 
energy had abided with us: and my dear wife now ex 
premed a fear that Thad exerted myself too much in 
such a climate: “ For,” added she, “it appears that where 
man should Inbour much, God hath given him the power; 
and therefore we must suppose that when that power it 
abridged under tropical suns, it is for wise purposes.” 
‘Thus she was wont to view every thing with pious dep 
of thought; referring all things to the providence aut 
direction of the Almighty. 

While we were talking, Fidele was sleeping; and ine 
Tittle time we also were covered with Sancho's cloak. [t 
was nearly three o'clock when we awoke; and I think 
we wore a little ashamed of the length of our siesta, We 
therefore hastily got our husbandry implements together, 
and rotarned by the punt t the plank-house. I hed 
there many things to arrange for future employment; 
and, meanwhile, my Eliza prepared our dinner. It com 
sisted of the snook, which we eat with lime-juice and 
capsicums, and found it excellent: fruit was mot a good 
accompaniment to fish, so we substituted a glass of wine; 
which being more appropriate, and also a novelty, gave 
an agreeable finish to our foast. Fidele liked the ssi00k, 
although he did not like puntfishing; and he made s 
hearty meal, without wanting the juice of the grape fo 
wash it down. 

* Edward,” said my wife, “ what will you do with all 
the fish you have already caught? and we must feed them 
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that are in the conservatory.''—“ No, my love,” I replied, 
“were we to feed them, you could not catch them as we 
want them; and after they have been another day with- 
out food, we will not take more from the sea for u time, 
but you shall supply us from the conservatory.” My 
making a little mystery of this aclievement, seemed to 
please her; and betraying no pettish curiosity to know 
all about it, before the time, she smiled, and declared her 
readiness to obey my orders. The sauce to the fish had 
reminded us of the value of our capsicums and bint 
peppers; which induced us to amuse ourselves in the 
afternoon by planting u seed here and there about the 
foot of the rock beside the eave-spring, and in the shrubby 
groand opposite; and it was there Fidele discovered the 
other duck sitting on egg. 

in ened meet hapte Sr 
we were agreeably surprised by seeing the armadillo 
crawling about in his stoceado; and he did not seem 
disposed to burrow, even at sight of ourselves. I brought 
oet a musk-melon, and cut off a large piece, which 1 
placed softly in his retreat: he soon discovered it, and 
in oar presence began to cat it, but we drow awny immo- 
diately for fear of alarming or disconcerting him. “ My 
dear Eliza,” I said, as she seated herself on our wooden 
settee, “your iden was correct; we shall tame the orma~ 
dillo.” As we had no desire to contend with the sand- 
flies to-night, we retired to the ship, just as the sun was 
setting; and took our humble, though happy station, on 
one of the hen-coops on the quarter-deck, where we 
enjoyed the cool of the evening without any annoyance, 
entil it was time to go to sleep. 

‘Thursday, 7th.—We breakfasted on board this morn- 


ing; oceupying ourselves in looking up various things 
for our use on shore: and my dear wife took this occa~ 
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sion to observe, that now she must sit a litile every day 
at hor needle, as both her dress and mine required repair. 
While she was thus busied about ber own concerns, I 
rammaged the sailors’ chest in. the steerage for fishe 
hooks, and was fortanate enough to find some pretty 
large ones, already fastened to lines: I soleeted couple 
of different sizes; cutting the lines, so a8 to leave about 
four or five fect attached to each hook; and then put 
them in my pocket. 

Towards mid-lay, we went on shore; she taking some 
things with her for necdle employment; and I, a bag 
with the Inst remains of our plantains, While sho was 
cutting and contriving her work in the plank-house, I 
went down to the border of the woodland region, and 
lopped off two straight sticks about six feet long enchy to 
the ends of which I fastened the lines with the books, 
and left them ready-baited at the rock, On my return 
to my wife, I said, Now, Elian, it is near dinner-thme; 
Lam very hungry; go and catch a fish for us!" She 
looked up and emiled, but seemed « lithe confused; 
“ Dear Edward!” cried she, “an Asiatic with 
tremble at such a command; but Ihave nothing to fest 
from my dear husband! I will go in faith, for L know 
you would not mock me!"—* Come, sweetest,” T said, 
“and it will be done.” She arose cheerfully, and we 
ran down together hand in hand to the beach. T took 
up one of tho rods, and gave it to her: 0, you cum 
ning fellow L" she exclaimed, “how agrocably you have 
teased me!” L now led her up on the rock, from whener 
she lowered down the line with the hook into the conser 
‘vatory, and in an instant it was nearly pulled out of her 
hand; the strongest fish, most likely, hud seized the bait. 
I mood by and encouraged her; and, after a few minutes, 
with a little help, sho raisod her finny prize out of the 
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cask, and landed it pafely on tho rock, to my great delight 
and to hers; but, on this occasion, Fidele wished to take 
a part in the exploit, endeavouring to seize the fish while 
it was tumbling about on the ground before us. We 
took it on shore, and Eliza received many compliments 
from her happy husband for her dexterity. Thus we 
amused ourselves, by turning common occurences into 
causes of pleasantry. 

After dinnez, I proposed a walk in the cool of the 
evening, to the cocoa-nut grove, and it was purely o 
little excursion of pleasure, My Eliza suggested our 
taking the eustern beach for our path; for she wished to 
handsel her new basket by collecting any pretty shells 
that might present themeclves on our way. The breexe 
continued fresh, and our stroll was in shudow for nearly 
half a mile. We often stood to gaze on the reef, where 
the sea broke furiously, while all within it was smooth 
water, It was a scene of great Interest to us: the one, 
our place of jeopardy; the other, the safe channel, 
through which our vessel passed to that scoure ereek 
in which she now lay, at once a storehouse and a bore, 
‘The shells were abundant, but not many were perfect, or 
retained their polish: we, however, contrived to gather 
some worth baring; and, as we arranged thom before 
us on the sand, my dear wife said, “If we should 
ever reture to England, those shells will be a cherished 
‘memorial of our present situation.” 

On arriving at the cocoa-nut grove, we were delighted 
to see the melons and pumpkins all in Bower, stretching 
ere ee eran Beane yee ned coon 
beginning to point their germs through the ground. We 
sat down on the trank of the tree I had formerly felled, 
and rosted ourselves, Tho gaskets were under the ledge 
‘of the rock: I took them out, and, quickly climbing the 


_— if 


1 sim EpW. sEawann’s rE. 


next tree, brought down a couple of young cocoanut, 
the milk of which was very grateful to us. We then 
returned by the other shore, and collected some excellent 
cane-reeds for baskets, or any other use that might ovear, 
and arrived at our palace # little before sunset. Tea was 
very acceptable after this long walk; after which we 
gratefully retired to our vessel, to prayer amd repose 
Friday, 8th.—My dear wife kept closely st her peedle- 
work, while I employed myself in cutting somo small 
trees and brushwood. During my task, she got » little 
tired of being from me; and to my own glad greeting 
too, suddenly joined me with her fishing-rod reaily=baited 
in her hand, and invited me to accompany her to the 
rock, “The day wears,” enid sho, emiling, “and I come 
to my duty."—* Dearest," cried 1, “no duty; only thy 
pastime; but I will now do it, for it is sometimes rather 
tugging work."—O, no, dear Edward; you allotted it 
to me, und I will not give up my office. So long as you 
replenish the conservatory, I will furnish you with ite 
fish.” —“ Well, well, be it eo,” said 1 amd, instantly 
resolving on a bit of merriment, determined to leave the 
matter entirely to herself; #0, walking op with her to 
the rock over the cask, she dropped in the bait, which 
was greedily seized by some strong fish, and the action 
pulled the rod by a jerk from her hand; bet #he quickly 
pieked it up (for I did not), while T satd, “You shall 
have fair play, and the fish too.” Fidele would bare 
helped her if he could; he seemed to understand whet 
was going forward, for he jumped off the rook, on to the 
top of the cask, und I really thought he was going to 
tuke the line in his mouth. The fish, however, kept itt 
station; and the dolicate arm of my dear wife was anable 
to dmg him forth. T now offered to assist ber, “ No, 
no; fair play, Edward,” she cried; “no fish, no dinner.” 
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raised him out of tho hatch, on to the top of the ensk, 
Fidele stood; but the fish made a bound, and 
and rod into the open water; while Fidele, 
terror, leaped back upon the rock; but as 
arrival here we had accustomed him to go into 
sca, and bring out pieces of stick, he now, 
from his mistress, who ran 
him to the sandy beach of the inlet, imme- 
the water; and, laying hold of the rod (the 
spent by its preceding exertion), kept 
mouth, and, after many fruitless offorts, 
to get footing with his cambrous prize; and, to 
great joy of my wife, placed the rod in her hand. 
then drew up tho fish with a triumph, which she 
Acolared was ull their own. I grave the dear pair a cheer 
which Fidele returned with an extraordinary 
howl, that mado us both laugh. Before wo carriod away 
her prize, as the rest of the fish in the conseryatory had 
beca some days without food, I threw some in to them, 
and then turned my steps homeward with my sweet 
helpmate, 
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namely, an over-ripe pine and a fine shad- 
#0 sumptuous a feast, I was not disposed 
the woodman again that day, but sat like a 
the fruit and beverage, drinking the 
excellent and courteous fisherman, 
quite happy in seeing me, for once 
laying aside all care; and I believe, 
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on this occasion, T became a Little exhilarated. We 
talked over the battle of the fish, which reminded us of 
Wallor’s battle of the Bermudians with the whale; ani 
T laughed heartily again and again —an excess of mirth 
neither natural nor hebitual tome. After our more thas 
usually generous regale, we extended some of its indul- 
gences to our crowding retainers without. We fed the | 
armadillo from our fruit, played with the young kids, 
and treated their mothers with the parings of our shaddock 
and pine-apple, The poultry, too, were not forgotten, 
At sunset we retired to our marine abode. 

Saturday, 9th.—I was very hot and uncomfortable all 
night; #0 that the excellency of temperance was brought 
practically to my mind. I could not oat my breakfast 
in the morning; ueither did I feel any disposition for 
exertion. My anxious wife was much distressed, 
all the blame on herself, and urged me to take a dose of 
physic. “Dear Eliza,” snid T, “your honoured futher 
used to quote a saying of Seneca:—* When F am 
ssid the Roman, ‘I must either fast or take 
of the two alternatives, I choose the former’—Now I 
am of the sume mind my best love! and T will abstai 
from eating till my stomach recovers itself” This point 
settled, she resignedly went to her needlework, while I 
lounged about like a poor sick dog, refusing all food. 
Tn the evening I drank a little tea, but was no beter, 
and my head ached. She now beenme very uncasy, and 
insisted on my taking a bolus of sweet meroury, some of 
which were in the medicine chest; and I did so, and 
retired ot the usual hour to bed. 

Sunday, 10th.—I folt far from well when I arose, 
having scurcely slept; und some other medicine 
proposed to me, I chose rather to swallow balf a pint of 
sea-water; and, before twelve o'clock, I was quite myself 
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again. We then went on shore, where my dear wife 
read the Church service, and then prepared some coffee 
for me, by way of divner, which completely settled my 
stomach; and in the afternoon we enjoyed a pleasant 
walk together in the woodland region; closing the even- 
ing by reading the Scriptures, and with prayer. 

Monday, 11th.—T arose pretty well: my kind nurse 
disposed herself to her neodlework, and I to finish my 
wood-cutting operation beyond the rivulet. At break- 
fast, my wife told me the third hen was sitting; and 
that, ns two more of the ducks were missing, she had 
no doubt they also were employed in hatching. The 
poor cock was stalking about, a solitary individual, 
before the platform; nnd as we threw him some fmg- 
ments of biscuit, he called his hens, ns he picked the bits 
up; but they did not come, and he left the picces un- 
touched, walking away, a8 melancholy a any discon- 
solate, into the thicket. The armadillo now kept out in 
open daylight, roaming about his stoccado; and being 
no longer under the influence of skulking fear, stood 
stoutly on his logs, with his head projecting to receive 
any donation we might throw to him; for he was not 
indisposed to taste meat, or biscuit, or roast yam, or 
‘whatever was put into his crib, but he liked the musk- 
melon the best. 

While at » frugal cold meat dinner to-day, Teould not 
help comparing our shower of fish to the rain of quails 
in the wilderness ; and indeed I reminded my dear Eliza 
of a remark she made, as if in prophetic allusion, on the 
first evening we saw the mullet leuping from the water, 
when I expressed a desire to have some of them to vary 
our salt food. In the afternoon, while she returned to 
her needlework, T amused myself fitting up a place for 
the ducks, and their expected young broods when they 
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should come forth, in a stmg recess of the rock, abot 
twenty yards on this side of the cave-spring. For I 
foreeaw that the ducklings must be some time before they 
could march up with their dams to the thicket; andifa | 
rendezvous were not provided near the water, they might | 
become wild, and we should lose them. Tn the evening 
we took our ten early, and soon after returned to the 
vessel, and to rest, 

Tuesday 12th—Eorly in the morning we embarked 
in the punt, with my usual husbandry accoutrements and 
a basket of provisions, with some seeds of the bird-peppery 
and capsicums to plant. It was a pleasunt row to the 
heach of the plantation; and us soon as we landed, ani 
hod carried our refreshments up to the spurs of the silk- 
cotton tree, I repaired to my field of Inbour, and set 
about hoeing the ground [about our previous plantings 
in every direction. I was fully repaid for all my toil, 
hy seeing every thing puehing forward most laxuriantly. 
At noon, we lay down and took a nap under the tree; 
after which, being quite recruited, I did ample justice te 
tho employment I had begun in the morning. When 
our tasks were finished, as my arms were more tired than 
iny legs, we left the punt on the beach, and walked home 
through the woodland region ; observing on our way the 
places in which I had planted the chocolate-nats, a fow 
of which, I gladly saw, were up. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

We: retired early, t0 avoid the sand-flies, and rested 
ourselves on the quarter-deck of the vessel, enjoying the 
rofreshing coolness of the evening. “ Dear Eliza,” said I, 
“my agricultural labonrs are completed for the present, 
and you have done all the acedlework necessary ; what 
do you say, then, to an excursion to-morrow to the other 
extremity of the isthmus? I wish to reconnoitre a little 
beyond the limits of our immediate residence." —“If you 
really wish it, my honoured husband,” she replied, “we 
will go; but we are so happy and comfortable now, that 
I do not like seeking any chinge; and we know not 
whether we may not fall into some accident by the way." 
—* Dearest,” I rejoined, *+it is incumbent on us to know 
as much as we can of tho island on which we are placed; 
therefore haye courage, and I will go early in the morn- 
ing and fetch the punt.”—* No,” said sho, “we will go, 
if you please.”—M Well, then, dear Elizn, ie will go: it 
always has been we, and I am content that it shall be 
always wrey—now and for ever, here and horoafter, my 
‘own best blessing!" This L said, embracing her tenderly. 

Wednesday, 13th.—We arose with the dawn, and 
landed; then walked at a good pace round by the wood- 
land region to the punt. The birds were on the alert, 
and we heard the sweet notes of one not unlike to those 
of our own nightingale. The doves were numerous, 
feeding on the ground; and, having come to the head of 
the doll, we heard and saw the paroquets among the 
palmetrees om the opposite side. The sun had not risen 
when ‘we got into cur hosts and in half an hour after 
sanrise, we bad brought it back, and were again at the 
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plank-house. Eliza then quickly put up some provisions, 
with some cocon-nuts, in our baskets, for now she had 
two: and arming myself completely, with a musket and 
pistols, axe and bill-hook, my wife not forgetting her 

pike and faithful dog, we re-embarked; amd, putting off 
from the creek, rowed along shore towards the northern | 
extremity of the isthmus. There we landed in its little 
bay, beneath the same rock on a ledge of which we had 
eat to rest when we had formerly visited the spot om 
foot, and delighted ourselves with admiring the while the 
grandeur of the superb headland under which we had 
been placed by the kind providence of God. ‘This litte 
bay appeared to be nearly a mile long, and half = mile 
broad; the land on the opposite bank being elevated | 
more or less, and from which we were now separated 

the huge high rock close to us, while the whole of the 
side on which we were, was formed by the sandy shore 
of the north-western extremity of the isthmus. After 
resting a short time hero, I rowed round the rock towant 
the opposite bank. After advancing about a cable'¥ 
Jength, nearly touching it with the ear all the way, E 
found it turn off suddenly to the north; forming, with 
the opposite bank, a narrow creck, about twenty yante 
in breadth, and nearly two hundred yards in length. 1 
continued to row up the creek; the great rock staniding 
high and rugged on my right, having « beautiful and 
finely-wooded slope on my left. On arriving at the bead 
of the crock, I found a small stream of fresh water ris+ 
ning into it; near to which I put the punt ashore, where 
we observed a number of crayfish, nearly the size of & 
lobster, in every part of the shallow water. We disem- 
barkod at this spot, and placed ourselves and our baskess 
under the shade of a large tree, about twelve or fourtecs 
yards north of the punt: we here took up a delightfidl 
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position on a little mound by the foot of which the 
streamlet ran down into the creek. The lake lay wide 
before us on the south; and the view to the eastward 
was thrown open by the sudden terminntion of the great 
rock, which appeared perpendicular on all sides. My 
dear wife spread out her cold collation on this shaded 
pot; while I took care that the musket and all our other 


because we were provided with moans of defenco, and 
those means available in a moment. 

After breakfast, we endeavoured to penetrate into the 
interior, by walking along tho side of the etreamlet; but 
we soon found we could not advance far, on account of 
the entangling underwood; we therefore retrod our steps, 
planting some ehaddock, and orange, and lime-pips, here 
and there, by the way. On our return, we sat down 
under the same tree to repose, where we had taken our 
collation, and sheltered ourselves from the noonday sun. 
There was no bird nor other creature stirring, save the 
busy seagull, which, in numbers were pursuing shoals 
of small fishes in the bay before us; so that all things 
invited us to add to our repose, sleep; but being in a 
strange our eyelids were not disposed to take any 
rest. We said to each other, “ Were we now under the 
shade of our own silk-cotton troe, how sweetly we might 
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great claws, and drag them forth ; but T soon discovered 
that these crayfish hud no great claws, so that I war 
obliged to manquvre, until I could got the end of the 
pike under them; which, at lost, after many fruitlesr 
efforts, I contrived to de, and succeeded in jerking w few 
of them out upon the beach. When caught, I placed 
my booty in the forward division of the punt. We ther 
re-embarked ; and, rowing out of the narrow ereek, kept 
along the western shore of the bay for nbout a quarter of 
‘4 milo, where we landed again, on the bench of m fine 
gravelly slope, The ground was nearly open before ux 
having only a few fine trees thinly scattered over it, = 
we sometimes see in an English park. We walked fei- 
surely up the elope for about three hundred yards; and, 
resting ourselves under the wide-sprending shade of one 
of the lofty trees, had not only an extensive view of the 
whole extent of the peninsular promontory, but, our eye 
stretching its view to the extremity of the lake, saw the 
boundless ocean between that noble headlund and the 
corresponding high cliffs of the opposite island. Thiv 
situation was most inviting for a residence; the position 
was excellent in every respect,—the ground open, the 
soil good, the exposure favourable to tropical troes anit 
‘yegotables, there being no longer protracted shade as at 
the cotton-treo pluntution; and, while we admired the 
‘view, we compared the two situations, in all their relax 
tions, for a dwelling. 

But at the termination of this beautiful spot westward, 
the land becomes steep and rocky, thickly covered with 
palms, and a variety of other trees. While wo stood 
contemplating the rich scenery around ws, Fidele, in bis 
usual way, hunting about, hai got unto the skirting ef 
the forest: he began to bark, which induced is to tum 
our steps towards the place, expecting to find hin at his 
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old game with an iguana; but before we had advanced 
many yurds, we heard him yelp, and saw him presently 
brash out of the wood, followed by what we considered 
a small pig Iquickenod my pace, and when he per- 
ceived belp at hund, he tarned round on his pursuer, 
which he kept at bay. By this time my dear wife was 
at my side, with her pike in her hand; and almost at 
the sune moment, a drove of perhaps twenty of these 
pig-looking animals rashed out of the brake to the assist- 
‘ance of their comrade. There was no time for parloy 
with so large a body. I had at first*spared the single 
one, who was still skirmishing with Pidele but now, 
withont more ceremony, I discharged the musket, louded 
with ball, direct amongst them, and one of them fell. 
During the short minute in which I was observing this 
horde of little barbarians, the advanced combatent had 
wounded Fidele with its tusk, who was then close to his 
mistress;*she, at the same moment f fired, had struck 
her pike with great energy into the assailant’s side; but 
he still made fight. Fidele, however, was not so badly 
shart but that he now mustered strength enough to pin 
the little beast by the nose, On discharging my musket, 
Leaw things in the situation described, and in an instant 
Tdrew my bill-hook from my belt, and cut the straggling 
enimal almost ia twain, The herd had run, on receiving 
the Gre; but they were rallying again, and sccmod dis- 

to advance towards us. “ My doar Eliza,” cried 
T, “ you must retire to our boat; you may be hurt I 
will re-lond the musket, and voon disperse theac animals,” 
—* Give me one of your pistols, Edward,” said she, 
and Iwill not fear: although « woman, I feel T have 
ome courage when necessary, My poor Pidcle!” 
continued sho, looking down at her faithful litle dog, 
bleeding. I loaded the musket, and banded her one 
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of the pistols; feeling assured that she would use it 
properly, if required. She well knew how to draw the 
trigger, having pripemdegernte taco 
sich T felt that the present oceasion did 
Se cect ncaa cane one 
weapon. The hott es aa ee 
round the one I had shot; but not 
ryonauch farther , wot eabg oc El aap ote gae 
necessarily, took up the slain animal that lay close to me, 
and began to retrent to the boat, At this sight the whole 
troop set up a snort, and made towardeus. Twas strupk 
with terror for the safety of my wifes whom I desied 
instantly to get behind me. I knelt, to give my fire more 
effect; and when the foremost of them wore within ten 
or twelve yards, I drew the trigger, and killed and 
wounded no less than three, Some now fled; othen 
stood still; but three, more bold than their fellows, 
closed on us: my dear Eliza moved from bolind me, 
and gave mc her pike, with which I transfixed the one 
nearest to me; and to my great surprise she fired the 


him an ugly scratch with its tusk, and certainly would 
have killed him, had I not shot the enemy with my re 
maining pistol. This had been a severe and unexpected 
conflict; but now the field of battle was entirely deserted 
by the survivors amongst the herd, and them our first 
care was to examine our little friend’s wounds, which 
wore about the throat and shoulder, « sort of ripping of 
the akin, one of which was nearly two inehos Jong. I 
reloaded my piece, by way of caution; but, not 
anything like o pursuit, [again took the slain enemy 
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Fidele, by the leg, to the boats loaving all the rest of the 
killed, to the number of seven, behind. We now recog- 
nised the animal for the peccary, although neither of us 
had ever seen one before, but as represented in books of 
Natural History. It was a dark grey, rough, ugly hog- 
like looking liule beast; about the size of year-old pic. 
One of them appeared to be as much as we three victors 
could eat in a8 many days; therefore, acceptable as fresh 


safe down by Eliza's side, in the stern of the punt; and 
pushing off from the beach, rowed over to the other side 
of the bay, and there landed with our baskets, to take 
some refreshment, and give a drink of cool water to 
poor Fidele. Our stay hero waa short; wo quickly 
re-embarkod, and I pushed along the bench homewards, 
with all possible expedition. My kind-hearted wife hed 


posure, 
‘thus consoling him all the way. The sun was just setting 
‘when the pant reached its destination. My firet care 
was to take up the basket with her poor little friend; 
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and accompanying her and it to the plank-house, ¥ left 
thom, [then returned to the beach, and with a knifeeutout 
certain parts of the peccary, which might taint the ment, 
and then bung the carcass by « large wooden peg, which 
I drove into a crevice of the western face of the promon- 
tory, until a moment for more attention to it. 1 leit the 
crayfish in the punt, giving them a fhw buckets of sem 
water fo reconcile them to their situation; then 

up the remainder of our chattels, joined my dear wie at 
‘our peaceful wooden palace. 

Fidele had fallen asleep, by which the mind of hiv 
ind mistress was set somewhat at case, but much snore 
so when I assured her the wounds were not deeper thax 
through the skin, they having been made by the tadkk 
and not with the teeth, and therefore only « superficial 
tearing or ripping of the skin, the flesh and other parte 
below being untouched, By this she was quite satisfies 
for her feclings could always be easily brought to yiell 
to her reasoning faculties. “Poor Fidele!” said sbty 
“thou wilt soon be well again; but I am sorry we were 
obliged to destroy so many of thy assailants: T fear thow 
wert the aggressor, not they.” Then turning to me 
“Edward,” said she, “they mado s noble defeweet 
neither Grecks nor Trojans ever fought more 1 
for their dend than those poor animals; and I cannot bat 
regret 80 many porished in the conflict.” “ But, dear 
Eliza,” I repliod, “if we hud not succeeded in 
so many of them, I think it probable they would have 
destroyed every one of us, before we could renels the 
boat; for they made up in numbers and courage, what 
they wanted in individual strength.” —" Well, then,’ she 
rejoined, “as it did happen, it could not have ended 
better; and we have much reason to be thankful to Get 
for our own preservation, even at the expense of their 
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lives; and Twill think 20 move of it, but in that point 
of view.” After this dialogue, I loft her to watch her 
woanded little champion, while I made a fire and got 
tea, which was highly acceptable to us both, after so 
trying « day; and, having finished our repast, T took op 
our invalid, in his snug wicker-bed, and carried him to 
our ship, where, placing him near to us in the state-room, 
he passed the night in quiet. 

‘Thursday, 14th—In the morning, our first object was 
to bathe his wounds with spirits; and after binding his 
neck with a handkerchief, and giving him a little water, 
we took him on shore again in the basket, from whence 
Lremoved him to a little bed, made up for him on the 
plank-settee, on which his mistress also seated herself 
with her needlework beside her. I employed myself for 
an hour cleaning and re-loading the fire-arms, which, 
for security, I had always kept in readiness; after which 
Towent down to the beach, und kindling a lange fire, 
slung the peccary over it on a pole, by his feet tied 
together, that I might burn off all his porcupine bristles, 
and then serape him clean ns a Gloucestershire hog for 
bacon. I confess it was warm work; and during the 
procese, I wishod over and over again that I hnd skinned 
the animal, us most nations (excepting the English and 
their colonies) do all they kill of the hog kind; but, 
John Bull like I had gone to work, and like John Bull 1 

to the end. Ttheti ted its foet again together, 

which had been untied for scraping, and carried it into 
the cave, where I suspended it on a peg that I drove 
into n crevice of the rock. TF then roturned to my dear 
wife to breakfast, and to report my morning's work. 
‘She praised my perseverance, but lnmented my fatigue, 
jing every morsel I eat with hor affectionate emile, 

Fidele lapped a little flour and water with some sugar 

a2 
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in it, but bad no stomach for more substantial fare; yet 
on the whole the poor anitnal soomed doing very well. 
T soon after lefl them, and went to secure the crayfish, 
by driving some shingles into the sand, in a semicircular 
form, juat below water-mark, and on the other side of the 
rock, where they could enjoy the run of fresh water, to 
which element they had been accustomed. The shingles 
wore placed close enough together to prevent the escape 
of the crayfish ; and there was at Teast a foot in depth of 
water within some parts of the craal. lomyee 
had the pleasure to sce our two goats browsing, and 

their kids gamboling around them, clese by the spring» 
head. During my absence, my dear Eliza bad observed 
the armadillo through the window, prowling about his 
enclosure looking for food; and, when I rejoined her, 
she was feeding him with pieces of melon from her hand, 
I was quite pleased with this proof of its docility; and 
looked on, till he had enough, with increased satisfaction 
in the happy interost she took in all her dumb dependants 
Towards noon I returned to the eave, to portion our peo 
cary for store and immediate use. For this, I cut it into 
quarters, and put tho two hinder ones into a bucket, with 
plenty of salt, on whieh I laid stones for a weight. I then 
reserved some pieces, to make broth for our wounded little 
hero; and building up a suitable firc, with a large dat 
fragmont of rock placed before it, like a sereen: when this 
stone was well heated, I laid down » fore-quarter of the 
poceary to roast, setting a brown dish under it; 0 that 
the meat had the fire in front, and tho hot stone behind; 
and I basted it occasionally with some of our Irish butter, 
All this was completed without much trouble, or great 
exposure to heat from the fire, and none from the sun, for 
the place was still in shnde, even at noon. About two 
o'clock T took it up, with a roasted yam, and some of the 
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broth, to the plank-house, and set it on the table, which 
my attentive helpmate had prepared for the expected 
dinner. When she saw it, sho gently said, “1 wish I did 
not know that this was part of the peccary ; I really do 
not like to eat it; yet I owe it to you, my kind Edward, 
to your fatigue and trouble about it, to banish every other 
feoling than the desire of pleasing you: I will therefore 
dine on it with you, and I hope cheerfully.” T thanked 
her for her sensible and gracious determination; and she 
smilingly received a plate of the broth from my hand, and 
gave it to Fidele, who seemed to mightily approve the 
mess. The roast looked very well, but did not taste quite 
as agreeable: however, by the aid of a little lime-juice and 
capsicum, we contrived to make a dinner. Eliza, trne to 
her resigned spirit, did not complain of its being unplea~ 
sant; but I did; and proposed the limeand capsicum 
she had conquered hor moral objection to it, the physical 
repugnance, was to her too insignificant for a murmur. 
About an hour after our repast, as my dear Eliza had 
been confined all day with our wounded friend, I volun- 
twered to remain with him, while she should take a little 
walk, by way of exercise, to the thicket and the spring. 
She obeyed my wish with pleasure, carrying with her 
some bruised corn for the three hens hatching their broode, 
and also for the four sitting ducks; the two lately missed 
having been discovered near the spring-head, sitting on 
egg#, in snug nests amonget the rocks, While she wis 
ubsont, my little charge showed himself very sensible to 
my condolence and attentions; and I felt the happiness 
I was bestowing, even on a dumb creature, reflected 
graciously in my own breast. 

‘My dear wife bent her steps first to the spring. On 
Ler return to visit the thicket, she saluted me by kissing 
her hand us she passed the plank-house. She did not 
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tarry long on her errand there, soon coming back te me 
again, and with a brisk step approaching the platform 
(where T had now placed myself with our Httle dog), she 
told me she had fed the poultry; buthaving taken a peop 
into the cave, found there, fluttering on the floor, two 
young full-feathered pigeons, which, in attempting to fy 
out through the aperture, must have dropped, probably 
in 9 first trial, She held them tenilerly in her bandir 
and showed them to mo with a pitying kind of pleasure 
Now, my dear Edward,” said sho, “ we can koop theses 
and tame them without hurting thet !""— Certainly,” 
replied 1; “to keep thom, wo have oaly to cat one of 
their wings; and if we set them down in the cave, and 
throw n little bruised corn, then the old ones will feed 
them there: so we may even get more, if we choose,"— 
“Oh, nol” she replied; “I wish to tame these near our 
selves: but if the old ones would come to them, when with 
ws, we should treat them well; and by so doing, we, per~ 
haps, might tamo some of them alao.”—" Well, dearest” 
T rejoined, “ we will do even a¢ you propose.” I now 
took her scissors, and cut the long feathers of one wing in 
each pigeon; and, for the present, doposited her mew pets 
in the old basket, now vacated by Pidele, During tea 
the goats came gamboling before our door; but the now 
nursing ducks did not choose to leave their cool springs 
and for the guilant but solitary cock, he now seldom 
appeared beyond the thicket avenue, patiently waiting the 
forthcoming of his young progeny. When evening drew 
on, I placed the basket with the young pigeons in the eaye, 
scattering plenty of bruised corn around; and then, retarn~ 
ing to the plank-house, took Fidele in my arms, and made 
our escape on board before the eand-flies began to bux, 
Friday, 16th.—Our dear little dog was on foot in the 
cabin as soon as we arose, and seemed quite himself 
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agains whieh induced me to take off the bandage placed 
around hie neck: finding the long slit well united, 1 
drow out the pin, and the thread-twisting fell to the 
ground. T bsthed the part again with spirits, and his 
mistress put on « clean meckeloth; we could not but 
smile ut the fine bow whe tied on ono side of his face; 
although he appeared almost ready to ran, I thought it 
best to carry him on shoro. On landing, she vitited her 
pigeons in the cave, while I remained with Fidele in 
the plank-house. When she returned, she told me, that 
when she went in she found a great many pigeons peck- 
ing on the floor, and that one of them was in the basket, 
feeding the young ones, which had both their bills in her 
mouth. She was quite pleased with the sight, and I with 
the details of it. We now agreed on the of placing 
the basket in the avenue, at wider und wider distances, 
gradually from the mouth of the cave, with corn scat- 
tered round, until af last we should Iare the old ones’ to 
follow it, and feed nt our door. That point settled, 1 
walked down to the rocks before breaktist, to hoe a little 
round the plants for linlf an hour, and was delighted to 
‘see many melons and pumpkins larger than an egg 
Having nothing else to do, I brought home a load of 
firewood, which I had cut some days before. On my 
return, I found my dear wife had boiled the kettle, and 
roasted the last of our plantains for breakfast: of which 
wholesome vegetable wo this morning took our leave 
with some regret; for they were an excellent substitate 
for bread. During the forenoon I employed myself on 
board, in getting several articles for our daily consump- 
‘ton from the hold, for it was there all the ship's stores 
of salt provisions, flour, etc. were kept. On my rvturn 
I went into the cave, and found, notwithstanding the 
‘comparative coolness of the place, that the other fore- 
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quarter of the pecoary waa no longer fit for the use of 
our table. I therefore carried it down to the crayfish 
tank, and threw it ing but I did not observe any of them 
approach it, I then baited one of the hooks at the con- 
servatory, where I soon drew up a mullet; meaning it 
for our dinner, I. showed the fish to my dear wile, 
telling hor I had been obliged to throw the quarter of 
the peceary away; but did not say I had given it to 
the crayfish, lest she might not like to eat of them in 
consoquences The salted hind quarters, I had found in 
very good order. Fidele now partook of our present 
usual fare; for the stiffness of his jaws, from his neck- 
wound, having passed away, he sat up, begging for some 
fish, which he cat with a sharp appetite. 

In the afternoon I proposed to row to the plantations 
we accordingly accoutred ourselves ; and I carried Fidele 
to the punt, The little voyage was pleasant; and we 
soon found ourselves in the midst of our 
Every thing was flourishing: tho Indian cora wae 
several inches above ground, high enough for the hoe; 
and the sugar canes had grown another foot: eo that I 
found plenty of employment until the evening. My dear 
wife, with Fidele at her foot, stood near me while at 
work, and we both surveyed with pleature and thankful 
neésé the promising reward of my labour. 

We returned with improved spirits from this part af 
our island domain; and my Eliza, like » kind parent 
welcoming her young brood, begun immediatoly feeding 
‘the armadillo liberally with melon, and the goats with 
pumpkin cut in slices, The evening was delightfully 
cool, which induced us to remain sitting om the platform 
‘until the stars appeared; though with them, the sand- 
flies also: however, we were not disposed to be driven 
away; #0 1 bad recourse to a cigar, while my dear love 
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nestled close to me, and we eajoyed not a little the 
serenity which onr situation cast around us, The cigar 
finished, we departed to our ship, and to repose. 
CoS al Ne 8 unt e aae eee 
out this morning; my wife the while rammaged the cap- 
tain’s chest, and took out a new jacket and some striped 
trousers; my broad skirted coats and short tight breeches 
‘not being at all convenient for my preeent occupations. 
We disembarked to breakfast, and I went to the eavo to 
our corned meat; which I found sweet, and fit 
for use. It occurred to me to look at the place where I 
had driven in the peg to hang the poccary on, as it ap- 
peared to me at the time of my hammering at it, to sound 
hollow. On exaimining the spot, I was confirmed in 
that opinion. eine mr eit 2h hes a 
mniso; and we determined, after breakfast, to sutiy our 
selves respecting it. Accordingly we together 
eae ast tsk’ ary haenoakk soak va-iore 
directions wherever I saw a crevice; and though there 
certainly was a difference of sound near some of them, 
abe thonght it could only arise from natural irregularities 
in the rock, probably by fissures; and so we returned 
as we went. Next day being the Sabbuth, we now 
employed ourselves in preparing and dressing some pro- 
visions, and in doing every other thing requisite to keep 
it holy, so as to give the Creator of the whole earth a 
seventh of that time, which is altogether his own, and 
which he has appointed as tho type of tho blessed rest 
in everlasting mansions for hix people. 
Sunday, 17th. We arose with the sun, and performed 
our usual water sluicings on deck. It has beon well eaid, 
“that cleanliness is next to godliness ;" it is, in truth, 
the symbol of inward purity; and, therefore, we thought 
it no sin to make our grand ablutions on the morning of 
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each returning Sabbath. The sea-water thrown over a, 
was highly refreshing and invigorating; and nothing 
but tho dread of the sharks, which we had once sew 
near our shore, prevented us daily bathing on the beach. 
But I now hoped to soon find leisure to erect @ bath, eo 
that we should at once enjoy the pure and ample wave, 
and be placed in safety from those terrible fish. We 
dressed ourselves neatly; she, in the work of her bands, 
which during the last few days she had been adapting to 
present convenience; and I, inthe captain's jacket aad 
trousers; enjoying ourselves awhile on the qanrterleck, 
until it was time to go on shore to breakfast. We first 
visited the young pigeons in the basket, and bromght 
thom forth before tho plank-house, where we put thee 
out, and strewed some corn: we wutched earnestly to see 
what would bo the result, and to my Bliza’s great delight, 
while we wore at our repost, the old birds came to them, 
and fed them by the basket. Our poor solitary. cock 
came up amongst them, apparently glad of their company. 
Aficr breakfast I read the Morning service, and my 
dear wife the lessons of the day ; concluding with one of 
Archbishop Tillotson’s excellent sermons. “ Tf ye love 
me,” saith our blessed Saviour, keep my command 
ments.” Wa then took food to the rest of our dumb 
friends, and Eliza fod her armadillo: the so-recently aby 
creature now went round the inside of the stoceade from 
place to place, following her as she altered her 
with the slices of melon in her hand. We dined on what 
had been provided yesterday, giving thanks, with mor 
than our daily fervency, for the bounties of that Ged, 
in whom we live, and move, and have our being.” 
Tn the afternoon we read some chapters in Isaink, and 
@ part of the Gospel of St.John; und then took @ ramble 
into the woodland regions; Pidele following closely, aml 
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sedately, ut the foot of his mistress. It was happiness 
unutterable #0 to walk, her arm linked in mine; with the 
‘one of ail earthly beings the most dear; not bone of my 
bone, but soul of my soul—one mind, one spirit, one 
faith, one hope, of a blessed communion with each other 
for ever in Christ ; who ie the power and wisdom of Ged, 
by whom all things were created, and by whom alone 
mankind can be saved from the effect of sin, unto the 
resurrection of eternal life. 

, 18th.—We arose with daylight, and, on 
account of the valetudinary state of our little dog, used 
the punt, to visit the coooa-nut grove; whore the pro- 
gressive state of our plants constontly required the hoe. 
The melons and pumpkins bad attained the size of 
lemons; and the yams and coccos well up; but the stems 
of the former appeared weak. While I employed myself 
at my hushandry, my doar wife visited her eapsicums 
among the earthy places of the rocky ledge, and found 
thom aleo woll forward. Having finished the hoving, 
T next took the gaskets, and ascending one of tho troes, 
cat off about a dozen young cocoanuts, which I carried 
down to the punt on the beach, without disencumbering 
them of their husks, tho distance being inconsiderable. 

Afler my morning's labour I was disposed to rest 
awhile at the plank-honse, lingering over our breakfast; 
and during our conversation, it turned upon the sounding 
crevices in The cave; and the idea still possessed me, 
that in some places the hollows must be deeper than a 
mero Gssure in the rock;—perhaps, some inner cavern; 
and T therefore proposed taking a heavy hatchet-hammer 
to sound the rock again all along the inside, to try more 
sonvineingly the real depth of the hollows. My wite 
liked the notion of disinterring another convenient recess 
in our cavern, to which, perhaps, some future remoyal of 
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the thin wall of rock, might admit es. 1 

took my strongest hatchet, and struck the sides of the 
place a8 before, in various parts, with the hammer ends 
and was quickly satisfied that the sound from the spot 
neur the crevice where I knd hung the peceary, und for 
several yards beyond it, was very different from that 
produced by striking on the other parts of the cavern, 
We now brought in a light; for this place was the 
darkest, and therefore the coolest in the cave: it was for 
this reason I had selected it for our larder. When ¥e 
had the advantage of a candle, to our amazement e» 
artificial appearance of inserted stones was evident. We 
now reflected on the circumstance of the military belt, 
and the chocolate trees at the cavern’s mouth; aml 
thought this built-up partition must be connected with 
thore things. 

[lost no time in going on beard for a crow-bar, which 
T had seon in the fore-cuddy; and, bringing it, com 
amenced the work of dislodging tho stones. Crowile cf 
pigeons, which the first noise of my hatchet had alarmed, 
now, at this greater disturbance, fled precipitately out of 
the hole at the further end: woe were at first vexed a 
this, but soon reconciled ourselves to their temporary 
fright, by knowing that the return of stillness in their 
ancient abode, would unquestionably attract them beck 
again. After very short work, I had extracted sufficient 
of the stones (which had formed wall, very like the 
natural broken-rock intorior of the cave), to lay open & 
hole lange enough to admit my body; and, on 
in my head and shoulders, I did indeed perceive a 
of chamber, dimly lit by » glimmering light from s narrow 
fissure above, but which had not power to show me any= 
thing within, By this aperture, 1 knew that the air now 
admitted from the opening made below, would instantly 





734. ‘NARRATIVE, 197 
clear the place of all foul vapour that might exist within; 
and, after resting moment to explain this to my atten- 
tive Eliza, I wormed myeelf into the recess, and received 
jects reer ‘The floor of the place was 
covered deep with sand, which was quite dry; and for 
(ee eiecnien Tg i dlgtaes dled 
+ but, on forward about three yards, T 
A callection of canvass bags, ranged side by 
and behind them a long wooden box, Without 
stopping to examine their contents, I stopped back to the 
hole, and desired my wife to come in, telling her what I 
bad seen, Sho quickly got through, following the eandla 
and me; and opening ono of the bags, I discerned at = 
glance some ‘metal. “This is treasure!" cried TL. 
She instantly exclaimed, “May it please God to preserve 
us!"—* From what, dearest?” I replied, tumbling out 
coin. “Thay ave fall of dollars,” 
the rejoined, “and of what use are they tous?" —“ Well, 
eweet Eliza,” I roplied, “they can do us no harm; we 
ean leavo them where we find them, if we please”— 
“ Just 20," she answered. “ However,” said I, “ we 
will examine the box.” ‘The lid was nailed down, #0 it 
could not be opened without a chisel; we therefore 
quitted the recess, till I should bring the necessary im- 
plement from the carpenter’s chest, and returned to the 
plnk-house. I held some pieces of the money in my 
hand, which had fillen out of the bag, and by the candle- 
light had appeared white: we then concluded they were 
dollars, but we now discovered, by daylight, that they 
were gold doubloons. I remarked this vast difference 
in their value to my dear wife. “Well,” said she, 
“ Edward, it is all the same to us, dollars or doubloons, 
or our own English farthings: we cannot send to market 
with money here. Your health, my bonoured husband, 


Hi 


EE 


iil 





————. 





188 #IR BPW. ERAWARD'S a0. 


is our wealth, and God's blessing is our extiaustless mine! 
So I care nothing about these; only this, that I fear the 
discovery will be a source of great uneasiness, if pot of 
misery, to us.”— Very well, dearest,” I replicd, “if 
there be any more of it in the other bays, with you and 
God for my guide, I hope I shall not make a bad ase of 
it, should I evor have’ the opportunity.” 1 

beliete, you would not, my dear Edward,” she rejainell; 
“but riches are a snare,”— “My own Eliza,” I am 
awered gravely, “bags of gold can be no riches to md 
where we are; they may as well be full of the sand tht 
covers the floor.” 

Here the dinlogue ended; and with less histo whovt 
going for the chisel, I set about proparing dinner, ia 
which my Eliza, cheerful as usual, assisted me; and ¥e 
dined on the last corned quarter of the peccary, which 
was etill very good ; and the salthad drawn out the rank 
ness of the meat that exists in ite fresh state. “* Now, my 
own!” suid I, “let us go and inspect the box." She 
lit our candle; and J taking achisel and mallet with me 
we proceeded to the cave, and again entered the Feces 
T opened the box; it was full of all sorts of gold and silver 
articles—representations of the Crucifixion; the Virgie 
and Child, in highly-wrought silver shrines; gold hile 
for swords 5 large sarrinky of eld yore eS 
and a considerable quantity of gold and silver tissue; 
some silver layers, und other costly things My dear 
wife admired all theses beautifal pieces of worl 
very much, making many appropriate remarks om the 
ferent articles; and when we hud examined all, she gently 
said, “ Dear Edward, let us now shut the box up, and the 
place in which it is also: thoro things do not belong 
to us.”—" O, very well!” I hastily replied: “ as yeu 
please! I don’t care a rush about them!” Toma 
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silence we stepped out of the recess, and I thrust in the 
loose stones again, 

After sitting down in the plank-house, and after @ few: 
moments’ musing, I said, “ My dear Eliza, we will let 
this matter rest for the present, and discuss it at our lei- 
sure; for I trust that, whatever we may conclude to do, 
will have a blessing, and not a curse.”"— Don't let it 
perplex you, my honoured husband,” she replied; “ we 
will pray God to direct you.” This affair was of too 
much importance, to remain unsettled. I turned the 
doubloons over and over in my hand, and found on them 
the head of Carolus IE., which, although looking as if 
just out of the mint, bore the date of 1670. “ Eliza," 
said I, when we look at the date of this coin, and con. 
sider the situation in which we discovered tho belt, the 
probability is, thar this treasure has been here at least fifty 
or sixty years, and that there are no persous living to 
whom it belongs. Besides, most likely, the persons who 
placed it where It is, were buccaneers, who despoiled some 
Spanish vessel of it; the firt owners, then, are doubt- 
lesly killed. Hence it docs not belong to any one; at 
least not to any one that could, with the atmost diligence 
be discovered, Therefore posscasion is the only right 
which, under such circumstances, can be set up; and it is 
a duty I owo to myself and to you, and to all connected 
with us, thongh on distant shores, to endeavour to pre+ 
serve this treasure, and to convey it to England, if ever 
an opportunity should offer, With your consent and 
approbation, my beloved wife, T will act according to this 
reasoning.” She did not answer me for some time: at 
Jast she said, “ If those to whom it rightfully belongs, 
cannot have it, I certainly see no just renson why you 
should not do as you propose—preserre it for your own 
use, und 40 apply it, ehould the occasion over present 
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iteelf.""— Well, my dear Eliza, that is tho principle on 
which I shall act; and, on that principle, allow me to 
lose no time in securing the fortune which has fallen so 
wonderfully into our hands.” 

‘The question was now set at rest between us, by which 
agroat weight was taken off my mind: for my exemplary 
friend, as well as obedient wife, would never have uttered 
‘fan assent to any measure not founded on moral propriety, 
Tt was but a few hours since I had discovered this hoard 
of gold; and, with all my efforts, T could not settle to my 
work as before. I continued in the plank-house, talking 
on subjects far from our little island; and I asked any 
sweetly attentive companion, to give us some wine, which 
sho did immedintely; and I sat, and discoursed, and 
drank wine, till tea-time. She often smiled as I talked, 
but would not disturb my humour; and that visionary 
hour or two, passed off very well. We fed our animals, 
and retired early to the vessel, 

Tuesday, 19th.—My sleep during the night was ha- 
raysed by strange dreams, so incoherent, they could not 
be recounted; but all bore on the treasure in the eave. 
On woking, I mentioned them to my dear wife, though 
I really felt ashamed that the Iste matter had so com- 
pletely engrossed my mind, Afler discussing the subject 
for an hour, she concluded by saying, “Well, my Bat 
ward, whatever you with to do, I will join you im mest 
cheerfully.” And she said this with great emplasts, as 
she always did when she had made up her mind to so 
plodgo horsolf. I received her assurance affectionately; 
and we left the vessel for the shore. 

After breakfast, I proposed that we shoald examine 
the whole of the bags, with their contents; and accord 
ingly, on entering the cave, I removed the loose stonor 
from the breach in the wall, and we again found ourselves 
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in the recess, I counted the bags, and found forty, each 
of them not larger than the top of a stocking; but, on 
reckoning out the doubloons from the bag we had first 
found, the result was five hundred; and on breaking the 
stirngs, which were quite mouldering, of some others, I 
saw their contents to be the same. The bage themselves, 
also, were nearly rotten, although they lay in a bed of 
dry sand. “We have bere,” said I, “my dear Eliza, 0 
eorroborating proof of the great length of time this money 
has been hidden in this place.”—* Well,” she replied, 
“bet what are we to do with it?”—“You must mnke 
new bags," was my answer, “and I will make boxes to 
pack them in; and then we will leave them herey ready 
for any opportunity that may occur to remove them and 
us. For we may hope that, in the course of time, some 
providential vessel may hover near us, and give us means 
to return to our native home, to bless with our riches 
amd our presence those whom we fondly lave.”—“ Ah! 
dear Edward!” she exclaimed, “it may indeed please 
‘God that we are to be the instraments of comfort to your 
family and to mine, and, with these riches, be a blessing 
to the poor.” Thus saying, she embraced me tenderly. 

‘There sometimes is a sort of foreseeing impulse in the 
mind that cannot be checked, and such was that which I 
now delt respecting the purpose of these bays of dou- 
loons: my mind seemed assured of the possibilities of 
certain events; and contemplating them (though perhaps 
afar off) as if they really existed, T saw opportunities in 
a thousand shapes of quitting the island with our trea- 
sure; and I desired to be ready for the favourable 
moment. I therefore hastened to get up some new can- 
vase from the fore-cuddy of the brig, and as speedily cut 
it out into forty pieces, for as many bags. “Now, my 
own Eliza,” said I, “ you must sew up these, a3 strongly 
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as you can, and T will make boxes to pack them in; #0 
shall they be prepared for whatever may be our own 
destiny.” Here was at least a fortnight’s 

for us; and, as my agricultural business had been for 
the present completed, we immediately beyan occupying 
ourselves with our task. During the remainder of the 
week, we worked together nt the trensure deposits; and 
this circumstance seemed a happy earnest connected: with 
it, We did not, however, neglect our Httle dependants 
the while; and there having been some showers of rain 
within the lust few days, we fondly anticipated: their 
salutary effects on our young plantations, 

On Sunday the 24th, wo rested from our labours, and 
kopt the Sabbuth; but I confiss we did not feel se 
serenely devout on this day, ax had been usual to ms: yet 
we read the service of the church, and engaged ourselves 
in other spiritual exercises; but our thoughts too often 
recurred to the strange discovery of the preceding week: 
still it was the Sabbath, and we found it so to our minds, 
for we prayed fervently to God for direction and support, 
to be our counsellor and comforter, and not to permit ue 
to forsake him, und our life of holy hope, for way earthly 
considerations, 

On our coming on shore, we were agreeably greeted 
near the thicket avenue by the appearance of one of our 
fowls, with her brood of twelve; and recollecting: that 
another was sitting at the same time in the hateh, we 
visited hor just in time to assist her little progeny to step 
down to the grecnsward, or rather wild herbage; of 
these there wore as many as thirteen, and I cam traly 
say we wore moro delighted in soeing this increase to our 
fumily, than im finding all the treasure: the one was 
unalloyed; the other was encompassed with care and 
misgivings. My dear wifo fed the mothor hens, before 
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our own breakfast, with plenty of bruised corn, of which 
the little strangers endeavoured to partake; while the 
two youny pigeons aleo walked about pecking familiarly 
with the group; and, notwithstanding the late distarb- 
ance I bud occasioned in the cave, several of the older 
birds joined the feathered society, and fed with them, 
The armndillo was mow so tame thar he might have been 
Tet out, but we thought, for fear of alarming our pursing 
party, we had best keep him a little longer in his en- 
closure. 


After dinner, wo took a walk through the woodland 
region to the plantation, and there felt a renewal of our 
former pure happiness, while contemplating the progress 
our plants had made; and with these renewed spirits, 
we sat down under the great tree, feeling sensibly that 
the society of each other, and the favour of God, was 
all we required on earth to fill our hearts with joy and 
gratitude. Oar dear little dog also, now quite well, 
seemed to participate our lively pleasure in this emanci- 
pation from our long cuptivity, in bag and coffer makings 
and, if he could have spoken, would doubtless have 
pronouticed a malediction on all buccaneers und their 
donbloons, We returned to our house an hour before 
the sun dropped; and, having read eome chapters in the 
Bible, took our tes, and retired to rest. 

Monday, 25th,—On rising this morning, I, as well as 
ty dear wife, could not help expressing a wish that wo 
had never found the treasure; for it had discomposed 
our minds, and sadly thrown us out of the customary 
tenor of our employments, However, having taken our 
resolution not to absolutely throw away, by utter neglect 
of ite preservation, what we had discovered, we continued 
to persevere in making the bags and boxes, and all were 
fisished by the following Saturday morning. We then 
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counted the contents of each old bag, as they were tarned 
over into the now bags, and founil cach to contain exactly 
five hundred doubloons. IT had made each box to hold 
thren of the bags, which I packed closely with sand, 
thirteen boxes in all; and there was one bag over, which 
I removed to the plank-house. We wore heartily glad 
when the business was completed; and so sick were we 
of it, that I built up the wall again, shutting the whole 
in, without looking a second time into the great chest 
that contained so much gold in various shapes. 

In the course of the week, two of the dueks had 
brought out their broods,—one of eight, the other of ten; 
and, busy ns we had been, we did not omit to 
house them every evening in a place T bad built for them 
near the spring. 

Sanday, March 3d.—We arose this morning, and 
blessed God, as if delivered from some great calamity. 
‘Our hearts wore again light, and we enjoyed ourselves, 
am in arm, on deck, after dressing for the day witha 
new delight. The sun was up, yet the morning was cool; 
and we looked once more around, alive to all the beauties 
of nature that surrounded us. Surely there is something, 
even in the touch of gold, that demoralizes the man! 
Such was my reffection. ‘This Sabbath was passed in 
great comfort of mind, and in the due exercises of reli- 
gious daty. 

Monday, 4th.— We congratulated eweh other, on 
leaving our cabin this morning, that we bad done with 
ihe counting and packing the doubloons; but newerthe 
Jess I smilingly remarked that TU had large 
oth in land and money, without a title to either! “ Buty” 
said my dear wife, with un answering smile, “if there is 
not any one to show a better title, possession here will 
surely give you the right. However,” added she, more 
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seriously, “ we will leave the issue of our i 
situation, in the hands of Him who placed us in it.'— 
Just x0, my love,” I replied; “and here we will lave 
the subject." 

But the subject was not eo easily got rid of; it haunted 
me in spito of myself; “I should like, dear Eliza,” said 
1, a little while afterwands, “to make another exeur- 
tion to the summit of our promontory ; we ought not to 
neglect the possibility of discerning vessels in the offing ; 
and, besides, I wish to make some more obserrations on 
‘our island with the spy-glass, as the adventure with the 
pecearies has alarmed you and Fidele from any farther 
excursions beyond our own immediate domain.” To this 
proposition she made no objection; and her little friend 
being now quite recovered, we were ensbled to march 
out again, in due order. 

We accordingly harnessed ourselves with pike and 
bill-hook, pistols and musket, and the ship's glass; and 
my dear wife patting up refreshments in hex basket, we 
wepped into the punt, and I rowed round to the further 
extremity of the cotton-tree plantation. We landed, and 
proceeded through the wood to the foot of the hill; and, 
having deposited our basket under the tree at the com- 
tmoncemont of tho ascent, where, on a former occasion, I 
had cleared a pathway to the ravine, we began to clamber 
and climb, and in about an hour we gained the summit of 
thepromontory. I hore looked attentively around, sweep- 
ing the horizon with my glass wherever the land did not 
intervene; but 10 sail was discovered. I then dirveted 
my eye to all the shores of the islands within sight, but 

presented itself worthy of attention, excepting 
some large blaek birds, hovering about the place where 
the peccaries had been killed. We supposed these birds 
‘to be the carrion vultare, drawn to the spot, and porhaps 
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even to the island, by the smell of dead and patrefying 
animals. We returned by ten o'clock to the tree where 
ys hud been left; and, while I opened the 
basket, Eliza owned being a litle disappointed in not 
haying surprised another armadillo, to be a companion to 
her domesticated prize. We had, however, the pleasure 
to observe some of the shaddocks, and oranges, and lines, 
we had then sown, now above ground, and promising 
well. Our position was in deep shade, and therefore 
highly agreeable; so thut, after our fatiguing expedition 
up and down the side of the promontory, we enjoyed oar 
collation, to which a cocoa-nut shell of cool wine and 
‘water, was dn excellent appendage, 

After breakfast I moved the punt to the northerm part 
of the plantation, to save us the labour of carrying the 
basket ; and there landing again, I occupied myself a 
hour in cleaning the ground round our various 
which were all in high vegetation; even the tobacco, and 
American corn, and Virginian pumpkins, were fairly mp, 
and looking well. At noon we rested under our arbour 
tent, the dear cotton tree ; and, being ina place of gafety, 
gave ourselves up to sleep, We were on foot again abeut 
three o'clock ; and visiting the little neighbouring spring 
for vome cool fresh water, we there had the satinfaction 
of seeing both the shaddocks and orange plants (designed 
for two future groves) in green germ of growing laxu- 
rinnce. We returned to dinner bencath the penpetsal 
shade of ovr potriarchal tree: and, after finishing our 
meal, I cut some sticks from the adjoining thicket, 
support the slender stems of the yams, whieh I 
required it by their ecoming weakness ; for never lewing 
seen the yar grow, and being quite ignorant of ite oulti- 
vation, I did that which appeared necessary. We returned, 
hy the punt, in the cool of the evening, and stepped on 
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shore a little before sunset. I felt that we had not enjoyed 
this day's excursion as we used to do; the benutice of 
the plice were not so much the subjects of remark os 
formerly, and nothing was said of its eligibility for our 
permanent residence, It was evident that the discovery 
of gold had instilled a subtle poison into my mind ot lonst, 
‘hat continued its secret operation, in spite of all my 
excellent conclusions and good resolves, We were, how- 
ever, much pleased with seeing our two broods of young 
ducks waddling ap to their bome, as we landed; ond 
while my dear wife stood by them, I ran up to the plank- 
house, and brought down some bruised corn, which I 
mixed with water for them in a hollow stone, close by the 
door of their habitation. We walked thence with the 
geal and their kids, and were met at our door by the 
gallant cook, and his numerous progeny, It was our 
next care to feed them, and to cut apa pumpkin for the 
goats, pot forgetting a melon for the armadillo; and all 
this gave us real gratification, very different indeed from 
the fevered hopes which arose from counting and packing 
the gold, After regaling ourselves with a damaged pine- 
‘apple, we retired to our marine abode, to pray, and to 
rest. 


Toosday, Sth.—On rising in the morning, we talked 
over a little change in our accommodation. The in- 
creasing heat of the weather, had made it rathor an- 
plessant in the state-room at night, so T employed myself’ 
after breakfast in slinging n cot in the great cabin, it 

more airy for a dormitory; and in the end fr 
proved to be not only an agreeable, but a healthy expe- 
dient. While I was thas omployed, my dear helpmate 
made us some johnny-cakes, a West-Indian sort of tea- 
bread, and & pumpkin-pic. I then went down to the cray- 
fish craal, and wus bringing one home with me, when, 
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in my walk back, T observed several young pumpkins, 
about the size of English penny rolls, { cut off half « 
dozen, und put them into my basket; my wife, om seeing 
them, expressed a foar that I had gathered them pre- 
matarely. “Oh, no!” I replied, “they eat them in 
America in this state; and when boiled, and mashed 
with a little butter and pepper, they are ns good as 
turnips.”* This intelligence plensed her, for she had 
sometimes wished for some greoner vegetables to eat 
with our fish or meat, than the yam or cocoos, The 
‘crayfish was put on the fire, and aleo the young pumpkins; 
and (reserving the pie for the morrow) we made am ex 
cellent and a salubrious dinner; for we did not feel that 
inconvenience after cating this smaller crayfish, which we 
experienced on a former occasion, when we eat of the 
large one wo had found on the bench after the storm, Tn 
the evening T pursued some of our daily usual ceeupee 
tions ; and when the stars appeared, we retired composed 
to our place of rest, anticipating a cool and comfortable | 
sleep, in which we were not disappointed. 

Wednesday, Gik.—We arose unusually refresled, feel 
ing as if we had slept in another climate, and qeitr | 
delighted with our swinging bed. On coming on shor 
we visited our third hen, having calculated that her 
‘brood should be out about that time, and found ther gar 
rounded by numerous progeny, no less than fourtees, 
By this accession wo had altogether thirty-nine ebickems; 
& most welcome store towards our fature subsistence. 
After breakfast I proposed to my denr wife, that, as all 
my husbandry was completed for the season, I shoall 
seize the interval, and begin my operations for eat 
structing usa house on the open glade pear the cotton 

© This appears to be exactly what Is now reared, ond eaten bs 
England, ender thw name of vegetable marrow — En. 
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treo plantation; for though we might hope it would 
pleaso God, at some period, to afford ue an opportunity 
to remove from the island to our native home, yet meau- 
while it would be to our happiness to wait patiently on 
him for his own time, and think only on such matters 
as most directly and immediately concerned us. These 
were her own seatiments, and she was delighted in hear 
ing me speak as I had done, But she entreated, that 
sehatever I did towards building the house, I would go 
about itleisurely, and not with that indefitigable zeal 
which hitherto had manifested itself in the speedy ac- 
complishment of every thing I undertook. I gave her 
my promise to be moderate in my exertions; assuring 
her that T would confine myself to four hours’ work each 
morning, in the combined operations of getting materials 
from the ship, and in carrying them across the isthmus, 
and conveying them by the punt to the nearest place 
below the intended site of our dwelling. 

After this discussion, while [ was absent, examining 
the success of my fish-pot, my dear Eliza recollected a 
Jarge and small coffee-mill she had seen in the captain's 
cobin which, perhaps, he was taking to some friend at 
Honduras; and whe brought them on shore, Edward,” 
said she, “this large one will make a nico com-mill for 
the poultry; and I will roast some coffee, and grind it in 
this,” showing me thc small mill; it will snve our tea, 
and be an agreeable change.” I was much pleased at 
the sight of these mills, which had eseaped my observa 
tion on board; but I was «till more pleased with the kind 
and affectionate manner in which she introduced them to 
my notice, “ Aftor we huve dined, darling,” said I, “ we 
will fix them both up for service, fastened against the 
side of our palace.” To-day we dined sumptuously one 
fine fish I found in the fish-pot, and, being fresh from 
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the sea, we relished it greatly. Our dear little deg, 
too, seemed to make a better dinner than he lately bad 
done on fish; 0 that I was led to conclude he lad dis 
covered something diffcrent in the taste, which perhaps 
in time would have rendered the live store in the cask 
even unwholesome, In the evening I fixed up the mili 
in the interior of our palace, and having brought some 
coffee, which we roasted in the frying-pan, I ground it; 
and my Eliza soon had the pleasure of presenting me 
with « cup of its refreshing beverage. 

‘Thuradey, 7th—We arose with the dawn; and while 
T commenced my operations in the hold, to get up plank 
and boards, and some long-squared pieces of timber, pat» 
porely made for house-building at Honduras, my active 
helpmate went on shore to attend to our poultry; and, 
while fooding them, she wae delighted with meeting the 
other two missing ducks and their broods, near the spring 
head; one had brought out nine, the other eight; so that 
of the four broods we mastered thirty-seven young ones 
As the remaining six old ducks were still marching about, 
we began to suspect they were all drakes; and this sue 
picion was strengthened by observing a considerable dite 
ference in the appearance of their heads, contrasted with 
that of those now on duty over their broods, ‘Thow 
Muscovy ducks are altogether clumsy creatures; far in 
ferior in point of form or plumage to those of Baglaal: 
the drake having little to distinguish him beyond as 
exuberance of red fleshy excreseences about his head. 

After our own breakfhst, T set to grinding corn; and 
found the mill do so well, that we looked to itas a fruit 
ful resource for our own nse, in case we should be neces 
sitated, by the spoiling of our Bour through time, to eat 
Indian corn thus prepared in its stead; but we boped 
that day was a long way off, for the Americans pres their 
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flour so hard into their caske, that air or damp cannot 
penetrate them. In the afternoon we walked over to the 
coeoa-nnt grove, where I employed myself hocing for an 
hour ; and saw, with satisfaction, every thing in u flourish~ 
ing condition. We finished our evening on the platform 
of our palace, us usual, and retired early to our vessel. 

1 will now poss through the rest of the month, by ob- 
werving cursorily, that I worked for four hours in the 
morning of every week-day, getting forward the materials 
for building our residence, on the open space beyond the 
silk-cotton tree; and I also contrived to find time to 
make @ seoure place with planks and fragments of the 
rock, covered in at the top, under the larboard bow of the 
brig, for a bathing-place; which proved source of great 
comfort and delight to us hoth, Nor did I neglect to 
‘ress the ground at one or other of the plantations, every 

. My dear wife the while attended to the stock, 
sod domestic matters; always happy when the 
Sunday came round, being ever to us a Sabbath day. 

Monday, April 8th—During the preceding month 1 
had conveyed all the materials to the spot for our new 
residence. But many of the melons and pumpkins re- 
quired gathering; the corn wns ripening apace; and the 
yams and the copcos would soon he fit to dig: so that 
labour of a different kind called on me to suspend further 
‘eperations towards raising our plantation house. I, 
howover, eet about eroctiug a temporary shed noar the 
great tree, to shelter the varions produce of our grounds, 
as I might beable to gut them in. This operation brought 
round another week; and on the Sabbath we blessed and 
praised God, and I restodt from my labour. 
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CHAPTER 1X. 


Mowpay, 15th April.—While my dear wife and I were 
enjoying our breakfast under the wide shadow of our 
arbour trees we were atruck dumb by the sudden appear 
ance of a large canoe, betwoen us and the opposite island, 
To arms was the first impulse: T put my pistols, which 
were lying near us, into my belt; and after looking at 
each other for a fow moments with astonishment, I sail, 
“ Fear nothing, my beloved wife! They may be nothing 
more than a few harmless Indians, driven hither by some 
accident. I will wave to them to laud.”"—* Then,” re 
plied she, “ may our God be with us, a4 we mean them 
kindly!” I took her pike, and tied a white napkin, thet 
lay in the basket, to it, as a flag; und with it she and 
Tran to the highest part of the open ground, where we 
held it up, waving it, the more to attract their sttention 
In a few minutes the people discovered us, for they were 
little more than half'a mile distant from the shore. ‘They 
immediately turned the canoe’s hend towards our flag, ant 
oon began to hail us; but we could not understand them: 
our only answer, therefore, was till waving our signal 
My dear wife, however, bethought herself of running beck 
to the cotton tree, whence she brought « fine melon, asi 
held it up in ber hand, while I continued to flourish my 
stuff of invitation, ‘They were now lying on their paddles, 
about cable's length off, apparently in consultation. At 
sight of the melon they spoke to us again, and wo heard 
the word * amigos,” or something very like it, The Lathe 
T had learned at school made me catch utit. “ Amiens!” 
thought T, “that will do ;” and I hallooed out “ amigos!” 
as loudly as I could. imitating their pronunciation of the 
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word, and again waving the flag. On this they began to 
paidie in earnest towards us; but we kept our commanding 
position, walking along the high ground as weapproached 
the water, until we should see them more distinctly, As 
they drew neur the shore, we discovered two men, two 
women, and a girl in the canoe, all negroes. I now per- 
crived wo had nothing to fear; so I made signs to the 
men to row a little to the northward, that they might land 
clear of the rocks. Meanwhile we proceeded forward, 
with our dear little dog by our side, to meet thom, We 
descended to the beach just as the canoe touched the shore. 
Ris epee  feccn land inoclrsb egd ge 
sat, surveying us attentively, At length the elder of the 
mea stepped out, and stooping before me, embraced my 
knees. I raised him up, while my wife, with tho look of 
an angel, gave him the melon; and I, to show him I had 
‘no misgivings, took a clasp-knife from my pocket, and 
patting it into his hand unopenod, made signs to him to 
cut the melon, and divide it among bis party. Tt was a 
water-melon, and in their situation, parching with thirst, 
a8 we afterwards learned, nothing could be more grateful 

or acceptable, He returned into the canoe, and, opening 
the knife, eut the melon into slices, and presented it to his 
companions, As they ate of it, they looked much pleased ; 
‘snd, on our beckoning, they all came out of the canoo, 
drawing it up a litle after them on the shore, and sat 
down upon the beach, the elder man giving me back my 
knife. After they had finished with the inclon, I made 
signs to the two men to riso and go with me, at the same 
time saying to my wife, “ Will you he afraid to stay with 
the women?” She answered, with firmness, “ Certainly 
not.” The men hesitated to leave the women, as they did 
‘not suppose that my dear partner was other than a cabnl- 
Jero, till one of the worncn suddenly seemed to recognise 
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her sex; and then speaking to the men to that purpose, as 
I supposed, they readily went with me. I took them to 
the silk-cotton tree, where our morning's provisions lay, 
which had scarcely been tasted when we discovered the 
canoe. I put the galt beef and biscuit, and other things, 
into the basket, giving it te one of the men to earry, amt 
to the other the canteen with water. I then returned with 
them back to the beach : as we drew near, my companions 
Jaughed and shouted to their women, who answered by 
clapping their hands, accompanied by some vooiferour 
expressions indicative of joy. T caused them to moves 
litle higher up, where I spread the provisions before them, 
of which they all nte, drinking the wnter at times with 
much eagerness, while my Eliza and myself walked about 
ara little distance. During all this affair, Pidele sever 
barked, but kept quite close to the feet of his mistress 
eyeing the negrocs with fear and suspicion. 

When they had finished their repast, which was scanty 
enongh for so many, T made one of them take wp the 
empty basket, and another the canteen, and then pro 
ceeding in a body to the great tree, I signed to therm 
lie down to rest. They instantly obeyed, and all but the 
elder man fell asleep. He and T endeavoured to cone 
verse; but could not understand each other in the fens. 
I was, however, satisfied he spoke Spanish, though per+ 
haps in the sort of way the negroes of Jamaica speak 
English. If he had spoken pure Castilian, 1 should: 
not have understood him the botter for it, All that T 
could comprehend was, that his name was Diego, ami 
that he called the other man Shaver; which, as he 
repeated it several times, caused my dear wife to amile, 
ut which old Diego laughed heartily, although ignorant 
of the joke. Tho man's name no doubt was Navier, 
though pronounced in a manner that produced a ridicw~ 
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jous meaning to our English ears. Our mirth awakened 
Xavier, who seemed quite happy when Diego explained 
to him the part he had borne in the jocular affair; how- 
ever, he soon lay down again, and dropped usleep. My 
dear wife then sugyested, that as these poor strangers 
bad but o spare breakfhst, it were well to take Diego, 
and bring some provisions for thoir amplo dinner. 1 
readily fell into her kindly iden; and putting tho basket 
into the negro’s hand, he appeared to understand that 
his service was required, and followed us through the 
woodland region without showing uny fear. He was 
delighted with the fountain of water ut the tara of the 
aye promontory, and seemed greatly pleased on observ= 
ing the broods of ducké, and the goats feeding by the 
stream. 

No doubt he expected to see a fine house, and plenty 
of people; for after passing along the path between the 
promontory and the rock, he looked around and around, 
and then at us, with a sort of amazement. He then 
followed us closely up to the plank-house, where we col- 
lected some yams, biscnit, salt meat, and old pumpkins, 
with a few cocoa-nuts, and filled his basket. As we 
came out on the platform, he turned his eyes upon the 

and then said something to me. I made signs, to 
inform him sho had been wrecked, and that all but our- 
selves had perished. He understood ine completely; 
his eyes instantly filled with tears, and he covered his 
face with his hands. Poor negro! thy sympathies were 
awakened; thou thyself, like ourselves, bind been snatched 
from a watery grave! and the divine spirit breathed into 
man, became manifest in theo at this moment, without, 
perhaps, thy knowing that thero is a God, ani that that 
God is your Father and ours! My beloved Eliza was 
deeply affected by this language of universal nature, 
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which so distinctly spoke how much the poor negro 
compassionated our present situation. 

We proceeded om our return to his sleeping friends; 
but I stopped whoa we arrived at the rocky point; and 
taking up one of the rods which lay there, T baited the 
hook with n bit of raw pork, which J cat off from m piece 
in the baeket, and presenting it to my dear wife, I eid 
to her,“ Go, my Eliza, and catch usa fish.” She received 
the rod from my hand; und while Diego and I stood at 
the base of the rock, she dropped the bait into our con- 
servatory, when a fish immediately took it, which, with 
a little exertion, she soon drew out upon thorock. Diego, 
on secing the greut size of the prize, caught in a mores, 
as he thought, from the seo, and by a white woman toy 
(whom, he believed, could do nothing but yawn and 
count her beads,) burst into an ecstasy, and sprang on 
the rock, to disentangle the fish from the hook. My 
dear Eliza thanked him with a smiley and the mext 
instant he descended with the fick in his hand; and my 
little anglor, who now moved like a kid among the rocks, 
sprang from her position, and was by my side in a mo- 
ment, Thus woll provided, we returned to the cotion- 
tree within the bour, and found all the party still asleep. 

Diego seemed to think they had had ee 
for he roused them immediately on our arrival, 
were much startled by the suddennoss of his prea 
the women, indoed, appeared somewhat frightened ; but 
the old fellow was a wag in his way, and seemed, by his 
laugh to enjoy the confusion he had occasioned; while 
with an oir of triumph, be held the fish over the Eos of 
one, und a great yam over another, as the people lay 
clove together. After rubbing their eyes, they one and 
all begun to talk and smile, and wo rejoiced to see ia 
‘our new companions nothing but what wos eheorfal and 
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inoffensive. “ Shawveer,” said [, (imitating Diego as 
well ag I could in pronouncing the name), and at the 
same time taking him by the arm, “come with me” He 
was much amused by hearing me endeavour to call him 
by name. I led him to a little distance, where there is & 
large upright stone standing between the cotton-tree anit 
the open ground, and, having taken with me « few leaves 
and some bits of stick, I struck a light there, and ignited 
the leaves and sticks, making signs to him, meanwhile, 
to build up 4 fire on that spot. He was pleased with the 
occupation, and soon called on one of the women, who 
was hie wife: she came to him. On this I put my hand 
on his breast, saying “ Shawveor,” then touching his 
wite's shoulder, at the same time pointing to him, and 
repeating his name, and then pointing to ber; after the 
pause of 6 second he understood my question, and an- 
swered  Hachinta:” I repeated the word, patting her 
on the shoulder, and then left them to collect wood and 
make up the fire. 

‘On returning to the cotton troo I found Diego in full 
detail to the other two women, or rather to the other 
woman, and a girl about seventeen years of age; the one 
his wife, the other bis daughter: they eccmed full of sur- 
prise: and I suppose he had told of his seeing the brig, 
and his understanding our misfortune; for, at the mo- 
ment [ came close up to then, hie wife fell before the 
knees of my dear Eliza, weeping and kissing her feet. 
This scene sealed our friendship for these poor outcusts ; 
and from that hour we cherished the feeling towards 
them, of which they had sct to us eo eminent an example. 

We now thought it best to retire to the plank-honse, 
and leave them to cook and eat their own dinner, as they 
might pleases beside it was time that wo ourselves should 
have some food. This determination being taken, I 
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beckoned to Diego to follow me, and led him up to the 
little spring, where he replenished the canteen with water. 
On our return to the tree, we made them comprehend 
that we were going to retire for awhile; but Diego, no 
doubt, had made his wife understand we were without 
any one to help us, for she took her diughter by the 
hand, pronouncing the word “ Mira,” and tendered her 
to my wife, giving her, at the some moment, @ gentle 
push, as much as to say, “I have turned you over.” My 
dear Eliza looked so kindly on the girl, that she showed 
no reluctance in going along with her; and we now left 
the cotton tree arm in arm, followed by the young megres 
and onr faithful little dog, walking leisurely through the 
woodland up to our wooden paluce. 

Mira took small notice of any thing, yet did not 
appear sulky. A soon as we entered our howsey her 
new mistress cut a musk-melon, and gave her a slice of 
it, which she eat with evident pleasure; while we, too, 
regaled ourselves with some of the same, to stay our 
hunger until we could get dinner ready, 1 mnde Lnate 
to tuke a fish from the conservatory, which having diily 
prepared, I returned in a trice, and gave it to Mira, who 
helped it into the kettle with much adroitness; she ale 
seemed (0 know what she was about in roasting the 
yams, When the dinner was ready, it was serwed up 
on the table, placed within doors; and, after taking for 
oursolves, I filled a plate, and gave it to the girl om the 
platform, whore she eat with great composure. When 
she hud finished it, T bored a young cocoa-nut for hers 
first giving her the milk to drink, and then, cutting off 
the top, banded it to her, with spoon, which she knew 
very well how to use, and with it eat the soft pulp, afer 
showing signs of satisfiction at our kind treatnent, 

After the dinner things were put away, and we had 
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rested about a couple of hours, my dear wife made her 
maiden pot four young coeos-nute into her basket, and 
with it we proceeded to join her friends at the plantation, 
They were glad to see us; and my Eliza taking the 
eoooa-nuts, presented them one by one to each of the 
party: they looked pleased at the promised treat in their 
hands; but they hnd no knife, so T gave Dingo the clasp 
knife, and made signs to him to keep it, which delighted 
him exceedingly. They had done justice to the feast: 
the fragments were not very heavy. 

Poor creatures! they all appeared very much fatigued, 
or exhaasted ; and, a8 negroes do not require much pre- 
paration for « lodging, they seemed quite content to take 
up their abode in the shed I had erected to store the 
‘vogetable productions ins but to ronder it @ little more 
comfortablo, I mado the men bring in a few planks, and 
place them side by side upon the ground, for their beds: 
this being done, my dear wife remained with the women, 
while the men and I went down and secured the canoe; 
from which they brought up its thin sail, to cover them 
at night. 

About four o'clock, we left them, taking the girl with 
us; and on our arrival ut the plank-house, my Eliza 
made a large quantity of coffee in the tea-kertle, and 
ereeteaed it; then pouring about three pints of it into a 
tin camp-kettle, she put it into one of Mirn’s hands, and 
into the other a basket containing biseuits and a small 
mug; mnking a sign to her to take them to her friends, 
which sbe answered by a pleasant look, and instantly set 
out at a good pace, 

“My hononred husband,” said my dear wife to me, 
after the maiden was gone, “ the coming of these people 
is am event so new and unexpected, that L sometimos 
think ita dream; however, I doubt not Providence hath 
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brought them for their good and oars, poor creatures! 
God hath been merciful to them as to us; and it is our 
duty to eharo what we have with them. Indeed, they 
soom grateful, and disposed to he our servants, if ev 
please to make them so."—* We will be kind to them, 
my dear Eliza,” I replied: “but for their happiness and 
our own, they must be accustomed to look up to ws for 
every thing, and therefore be made to serve us us sr 
vants, but not ny slaves.” —« My Edward,” she 
“your judgment is always most pradent, as well es mon 
kind; and 1 hope we shall be able in time to teach them 
to know that God, who deliversd them from death, smi 
placed them here in security aad ubandance,” 

In this strain our conversation continued until near 
sunset, when Diego returned with his daughter, bringing 
the empty baskets and tin kettle, and making many sign 
of thanks, bowing profoundly before us; after which be | 
went away, and left her with us. The girl was nearly 
worn out by the recent fatigue and anxiety she had 
undergone; and we ourselves, being somewhat weary 
with our hospitable exertions, retired early to the ship 
but she did not follow us quite so willingly as before, 
when she saw us about to embark. However, « Kini 
look from my Eliza, and my showing hor the weasel war 
fast moored, prevailed over her reluctance, and we spreail 
bed for her on the cabin door. 

Tuesday, 16th.—We arose with the dawn, bat Min: 
was fast asleep. I dressed myself, and left my wife to 
awake her, and follow me on shore. Without more ado, 
I walked over to the plantation, where I found the two 
men and their wives out before the shed. They greeted 
me with evident grateful reverunce; and 1, having shown 
them a kind salutation on my part, took Diego by the 
arm, as 9 sign to go with me, which he did; and leading 
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him to the bench, I rowed him round in the punt to the 
rocky point. We then drew up tho fish-pot, where 1 
found two fish, which we brought on shore. T made 
him prepare them for dressing, and then baited the fish- 
pot with the entraile, This done, we carricd up our 
work to the plank-house, where we met my wife with 
her maid, ascending from the vessel. Diego scarcely 
knew his daughter, her mistress having made ber bathe, 
and dreas herself in clothes sho presented her with; 
namely, a white chemise and petticoat; after which, my 
dear Eliza tied a coloured Bandana kerehief gracefully 
round the girl's hoad. Mira was quite elated, and showed 
‘herself with prido to ber father, turning round and round 
with w sort of dancing step. He smiled, and patted her 
shoulder, bowing to us; while we put some yams into 
ono of the baskets, with a couple of melons and the fish. 
T then made signs to him to depart to his companions, 
which he did joyously; no doubt anticipating the plea 
sure with which he and his ucceptable store would be 
received. 

We now adjourned to our own breakfast of coffee and 
biscuit, of which Mira also purtook, though at a respect- 
ful distance, sitting at our feet, with Fidele by her side, 
on the platform: he, good dog, with equal content, eat 
his crumbs without grumbling. During breakfusty T 
complimented my wife, on the change she had made in 
‘Mira; adding, that I thoaght it might bo well to give the 
whole party two suit of clothes ench. She was delighted 
at the idea; and we soon brought from on board, the 
articles necessary for the men, from the seamen’s chests. 
She then accompanied me, Mira carrying the bundles, 
to the cotton-tree plantation, where I was to see the 
negroes array themselves, while she would bring the 
‘women back with her for a similar purpose. The latter, 
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‘on secing Mira’s gay appenrance, required mo further 
inducement to follow their new mistress; and the female 
returning altogether, left me with the two men, whom I 
Ied to the beach, and soon made comprehend my mean 
ing. They throw aside their dirty partial covering, sally 
having given themselves a thorough washing, each put 
on acheck shirtand white duck trousers, which 1 bendal 
them, and looked neat enongh. 1 rolled up the tre 
duplicate suite; and signed to them they were for ekenge: 
Both men kissod my hunds, seeming very thankfal; afler 
which I caused Diego to dig a hole in the sand, and bury 
their tattered old garments, 

T now walked my men over the places of my agricul. 
tural labours, and tried ta make them comprehend that 
the product was to go into the shed; at the same time 
putting the spade and the hoe into Diego's bands, at 
much a8 to say, “I deliver all these things into your 
care ;" and he understood me. He knew all the pie 
and when he saw the tobacco shoots, lie put his finger 
and thumb to his mouth, imitative of smoking: asd 
instead of looking contemptuously at my half-dover 
sugar-canes, or on the general insignificancy of the plan 
tation, he evidently expressed wonder at seeing them 
there at all, by first pointing at them, and then at me, 
und then looking upwards, a* much as to say, “1 only 
wonder that you alone, and « white man, could beve 
accomplished this, situated as you are!" T proceeded 
next to the great body of planks, and other timber, whieh 
I hud deposited near the place intended for our house; 
and having pointed to the timber, I was about to mark 
out two spots in the rear, for them to erect each a hut fer 
themselves, when Xavicr, with a grin of 
touched his own bands, and then the timber, amd: 
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which I as promptly understood that he was a carpenter 
—u discovery that pleased me exceedingly. We then 
proceeded to the sites I destined for their huts, where I 
marked out an oblong square for each, sixteen fect by 
twelve, with which Xavier seemed well satisfied. At 
this instant my dear partner appeared, with her three 
damsels, all looking equally elean and neat, and in high 
spirits; and the whole party congratulated each other by 
bows, quite significant of mutual respect at meeting each 
other in such unusual finery. 

Short as the time was that we had been together, enough 
had passed, to establish perfect confidence; so that my 
gentle Eliza did not hesitate to remain with Diego and 
the women, while 1 took Xavier to the ship, to help him- 
self to acaw, un axe, and an adze, and such other things 
as he might require. He wax highly amused with the 
construction of the plank-house, which I showed him, in 
our way; and he viewed it over and over aguin, inside 
and ost, to my no small entertainmenttoo, After getting 
‘our carpenter's tools, we made quick march back tw the 
plantation, and in less than an hour I had the satisfaction 
to me both Diego and Xavier engaged in their respective 
employments. “ Tam happy to see this,” said my dear 
wife; “it lus pleased God, my Edward, to relieve you 
from a toil, that, in such @ climate, could not have been 
pursued without ultimate destruction to your health.” I 
indeed gratefully acknowledged the signal providence; und 
my sweet angol (whore soul was always full of heavenly 
thoughts) s00n after, loft us, taking with hor Mira and her 
mother Rota, witha view to prepare food for us and them. 
As Diego was not using the spade, Xavier borrowed it, 
and commenced digging holes for the uprights of his huts 
but the ground proved rocky, being a red sandstone, hard, 
within « fer inches of the surfuce soil, so that he could nut 
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accomplish his purpose with it, I therefore took him te 
the plank-house, and gave him the erow-bar I had uel 
in removing the stones of the cavern; and at the sue 
time T made him take with him another hoe and spade, 
and signed to him to find his way back to Diego. Tre 
mained with my wife, who, with her women, I found very 
busy boiling sult beef and pork, and making flour cakes 
Not needing my help, left them, and returned en board 
to get up some bags of nails of various sizea; and with 
a view of expediting Xavier's work in completing the has, 
T brought some pieces of torn sails on shore, of which 
there was an abundance, On rejoining Bliza after this 
my task, I found dinner on the table, and Rota departing 
with our largest basket, well replonished with beef and 
pork, und flour cakes, for hor friends ut the plantation, 
my dear wife had also furnished her with four kalves, te 
tin cups, and two wooden platters, to ent off, ‘The goo! 
nogress had proved herself handy in the culinary art; #@ 
that, to my great satisfaction, the object of my anxioas 
care had not been under the least necessity, as beretofor, 
of broiling hersclf over the fire. As wesat down to dinner, 
she was sontible of this roliof} and although she nevet 
had murmured, she now smilingly acknowledged her obl> 
gation to the assistance she had received. Tt were, per 
baps, difficult to ascertain whether we or the negriet 
rejoiced most in the providential connexion, which oat 
similar misfortune had brought about. No doubt their 
change was very greut: escaped from shi 
most likely from slavery; hitherto strangers to Christian 
kindness, they must fool sensibly the comfort of their lot. 
We, on our purt, vulued their services, and hoped, by 
Kind und wise measures, to secure their attachment, and 
consequent happiness. I knew there was: 
at the plantation, for Diogo to do; T therefore sent Mim: 
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for him, in about an hour after we had dined; which mes- 
sage was conveyed by my merely pronouncing the name 
of Diego,” and pointing for her to go. They soon 
returned together. I then took him to the ship's sido, 
and gave him the bags of nails to carry; and then showed 
him the canvass I had also deposited ready ;—by which 
be anilerstood me, that he was to come back for it, and 
take all safe to the silk-cotton tree; whither I und my 
household, that is, my wife, Mira, and Fidele, leisurely 
preceded him, 1 easily made Xavier understand, that the 
canvres was to be nailed to the sides of his structures, in- 
stend of boards; and also, for the present, to be used as a 
covering to the roofs, He had not been idle during my 
absence, having excavated several places for the uprights 
of one hut; which, he explained to me, were to be made 
by sawing « plank lengthways into three—a very good 
idea. He saw I comprehended him, and expressed my 
satisfaction. While I stood by, Diego took the crow-bar, 
and went on with the holedligging; while Xavier com- 
meted with the saw, no doubt proud to show me how 
wall bo could handle its and, indoed, I was highly grati- 
fied in seeing him quite at home in his work. In the 
midst of this, we were agreeably surprised by seeing the 
‘bro women takea hoe each, and go over among the Indian 
comm, and commence hoeing the ground well up round all 
the stems, No doubt Diego had sent them; but it wasa 
heartlelt delight to us, to observe such a of industry 
manifested by the whole party. 

While they were at work, my dear wife and myself 
walked arm in arm about the plantation: wo visited our 
thaddock and orange plants at the north-cast comer, and 
marked with pleasure the rapid growth of the latter. 
‘Strange as it may appear, we felt ourselves exalted in 
rank, by the situation in which we then stood; and, 
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without being tainted by pride, we meena sell 
ment within, which, affecting our external demeanour 
almost unconsciously, was likely the more to maistaly 
onr dignity with our poople, without lessening our real 
kindness and sympathy towards them. As we walked 
along, my dear Bliza often exclaimed, § How gracious — 
is God, my Edward! How, in a day, has he taken off 
all our burdens, and made us the protectors, and sup- 
porters, of thove he has sent to serve us!" On coming 
round again where the melons grew, she requested me 
to cut two that were ripe, one of which she sent by Mire 
to her fathor, and the other she cut in pieces, and gare 
it to Rota, und the other woman, whom they called 
“ Hachinta; "a name that puzzled ax a good deal, bet 
which, I have since learned, the Spaniards write Ja 
olnta.” 

As the sun was now sinking towards his setting, aml 
there was plenty of provisions left from the mah | 
dinner, for their after-meals, we took our leave of 
for the day. When returning to our little land home | 
my wife and her damsel enguged themselves a fee | 
minutes in housing the broods of ducks, which we found: | 
still loitering about the spring; from whence we walked: 
leisurvly up to the plank-house, followed by the goste: 
they and their kids, here received some slices of posype 
kin from their mistress's caressing hand, ‘The poor 
armadillo, too, was soliciting food at the burs of bir 
enclosure; which was bestowed by the same kind donor, 
Mira had never soon one of these creatures, so it excited 
her wonder, and elicited some ejaculatory remarks, to us 
not quito intelligible, 

Coffce was soon in proparation; on bundling whith, 
the negro girl raised a sunile in my wife and myself, by 
calling her Eliza, when she addressed her, in presenting 
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it. This was very natural, having heard me so address 
my wife: but T thonght it right to show her the proper 
distinetion; and although I was ignorant of the Spanish 
language, yet 1 knew it called Indies, Donna and Seaora: 
I therefore eaid, “No: Senora." Mira instantly cor 
rected herself, repeating “ Seitora” with an inclination of 
the body. When the girl went over to the fire, my dear 
Eliza laughed, saying, “I shall fancy myself a heroine 
in Gil Blas ; hut you are right, Edward.” After coffer 
Tragulal cnysolf with’ sciger : at the sight of it Mira 
was delighted, and, without losing a moment, had 
brought me a firestick to light it; after which she stood 
near, to enjoy the fragrant smoke as it issued from my 
mouth, We did not, however, stay long enough to en- 
counter the sand-flies, but moved to our vessel in 
time, preceded by Fidele, and followed by our maid, who 
now showed no fear. 

Wednesday, 17th,—TI arose, as usual, with the dawn; 
and leaving my wife and her damsel to get together some 
things for our water-side Jaundry, went to inspect the 
fish-pot, in which I found three fine fish, I threw two 
of them into the conservatory, reserving the other for the 
day's table; and when my dear wife and Mira came on 
shores we breakfasted immediately, to give moro time for 
business ; and after tho meal, my Eliza, named “ Rota” 
and “ Hachinta,” pointing to Mira to go for them. She 
‘went, and in a short time returned with them, My wife 
then gave each of tho women a second suit of clothes, 
and making them bundle up the linen to be washed, 
directed them to carry it before her to the streamlet, 
while she took the two washing mallets in her own hand, 
‘and @ piece of soup; part of my good aunt's supply, 
which, after our first esay, we had found necessary to 
the perfeet cleansing of our linens, notwithstanding the 
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uny lod cleverness of my two wooden-headed dam 
sels, in the washing department, When arrived thers, 
she set her laundresses to work in the water, without any 
trouble or difficulty. When they wore fairly engaged, 
we walked away, followed by Mira, to the plantation, to 
sce what the men were about, and to give our sttentive 
little maid an opportunity of explaining to them how the 
women were employed. We found both men busy ia 
erecting the uprights, six of which Xavier bad sawn outs 
and both, now active workmen, appeared quite happy, 
and perfectly recovered from the exhaustion occasioned 
by their fatigue in escaping from the shipwreek, 

‘My dear wite and I had determined, when speaking 
to them, not to repeat any of their words, excepting theit 
Felina pei seAlere as 
Jearn our lan, . On this principle I began to school 
Xavier, by ag to the several instruments he waedy 
at the same time calling them respectively by ther 
names; by which process he and his companions, male 
‘and female, soon acquired avery competent knowledge 
of our terms for all the common articles of life; © 
always remaining silent, whon through any forgetfalnes 
they named them in Spanish. Mira had told them sbeat 
her mistake in addressing my wife; after whieh bod 
the men, when naming ber in any way, called her La — 
Sefiora;” and so did the two women om coming over 
with Mira in the morning. 

While the men were at work, wo sat down under tht 
shade of our noble tree; a place always agrecable and 
interesting to us, but now donbly so, since from it = | 
had first descried our great and present help, “This 
indulgence won't do, Edward!” suddenly 
Eliza, sweetly smiling; ‘1 must mind my own dutie, | 
and go to superintend our domestic concerns: the weme® 
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are with the linen at the brook; and dinner mast be got 
for the whole party.” She went, while 1 continued for 
an hour looking over the men, and was much pleased 
with the progress they made in the construction of the 
hut, and particularly with the scientific way in which 
Xavier went to work. When finished, each of these. 
habitations would be at lenst twice a» commodious as the 
plank-house; and seeing that he perfectly understood 
what he was about, I made up my mind not to interfere, 
but to leave him at once to the completion of the whole, 
In my walk home, ax I passed the Indian corn, I pulled 
some of the fall heads called cobs, and took them with 
me to ronst; for in that green state they taste something 
like young pease. On my arrival, I found the cooking 
business in high order. My dear helpmate had taken 
Mirn, with her basket, to the pumpkin beds near the cave 
spring; where we had planted that useful vegetable on 
our first landing, and where it now grew in abundance. 
A great stew of salt pork, with a due proportion of vege- 
tables and pepper pods, was going forward. At noon, 
‘Mira was sent over to the cotton-tree for the men, and, 
when they arrived, they and their wives found their 
dinner spread on the duck-hatch, near our pleasant foun- 
tain. They all secmed delighted with the Yankee stew, 
and the cool place we had chosen for them to eat it in, 
After dinner, the men returned to the plantation, and the 
women to their task at the stronmlet: the latter being 
only a few yards distant from their shady dining-room. 
My dear Eliza and myself had agreed to dine later 
than usual; our labour being now little, our appetites 
were leas importunate; and besides, we felt it would be 
well to attend to the wants of our people first. It was 
therefore time enough to raise the fish-pot, after they had 
roturned to their works which I did, and with great 
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success, finding in it no less than five fine groopers; 1 
threw four of them into the conservatory; ani calling 
our maid, gave her the remaining one to prepare for 
dressing, and then take to her mistress, Having baited, 
and replaced the fish-pot in the sea, while our repel 
way getting ready I walked into our pumpkin and melon 
ground, between the rocky point and rivulet, and a 
gratified on observing how the whole plantation a 
coming on; many of all sorts being already fit to ext; = 
matter of greater gratulation, because of our 
porty; as onr original store of fruits and vegetables wat 
qnite exhausted, excepting a few yame and coccos, Hew 
ever, a8 E found by the present crop before me, that there 
‘was no reason why we should be stingy of them, having 
plenty of secds for more, I cat a couple of the melon, 
and took them home to my wife; one of which we el 
after dinner, dividing it with the armadillo, who wa 
now brought out for the first time, and seemed not at all 
disposed to run away, though still something | 
Fidele: rolling itself up every time the little dog: 
to play with it, 

While eating our fruit, I remarked to my wide atl 
thought it would be prudent to reasons the Ge 
loons from the shelf, to my trunk in the 
curiosity might induce Mira some day or other 
into its contents, and inform ber friends of our: / 
Eliza saw the propriety of the measure, which in te | 
course of the afternoon I carried into effect. The wome 
finished their task before sunset; wien Mire went fot” 
the men, and brought them to regale, with 
on coffee and flour cakes, where they bad dined, After 
that favourite beverage, they came up of theruselre 
to the plank-house, and in their grateful 
before us while we sate us tea: we could have dispensed 
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with this mark of their satisfaction, but, for the sake 
of the feelings that dictated it, we showed nothing like 
disapproval. After they had finished, Diego, who ap- 

jite & courtier in his way, bowed several times 
to the Senura and myself; and looking arehly at me, 
with a emile, said, “Don Edvardo! cigarro?” putting 
his finger to his mouth, and puiing from tho lips as if 
he were smoking. I took the hint, and presented him 
with one cigar, and Xavier with another; then pointing 
in the direction of the cotton-troe plantation, they took 
their leave. I could not afford toxmoke regularly myself, 
and to supply them also; I therefore did not indalge 
myzelf this night: 20 after my dear wife ond Mira had 
‘attended to tho security and comfort of our live stack, T 
fastened our door xs usual, and retired early with my 
household to our marine 

‘Thursday, 18th.—On this day and the two following, 
the men continued steadily at work upon the first hue; 
Diego, meanwhile, employing Huchinta with the hoe 
among the corn, and other plants in the ncighbourhood 
of their occupation. Rota was chiefly at the plank-house 
with Mira and her mistress, assisting in smoothing the 
clean clothes, and in cooking provisions. I found sufficient 
to do om board, looking over the bills of Inding to refresh 
my momory, and in selecting out such things as might 
‘be required for coming events. 

Sunday, 21st,—We arose as usual with the dawn, [ 
took my bath, dressed for tho Sabbath, and went ou 
shore, leaving my wife with Mira to go through the sane 
ceremony. I bestened to the plantation to prevent the 
taon working, and arrived just as they were about to 
commence, I stopped them, but felt much embarrassed 
how to explain my motive, and what I meant to inculcate. 
‘The poor fellows looked a little astounded: they appre- 
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hended something wrong; and the more so, because ary 
aspect was gravor than ordinary. Then extending mya, 
as if to demand attention, I held up the extended fingert 
of one hand, with two of the other, bending thean im suc 
ceasion, and making a sign of, “to work,” until after I bed 
bent thesixths I then, bending the other, knelt on w plank 
that lay beside me, and raising my hands to heaven in thie 
attitade, I prayed, “ Bless these people, O Lond, with 
thy holy Spirit; that they, even they, may be browghtt» 
a knowledge of thee, through Jesus Christ our Lon” 
Diego repeated, “+ Jesu Christo,” and crossed himself, 1 
was pleased to perceive that I was understood, and that 
the namo, at loust, of Christ, was not a strange sound in 
their eurs. We put the working implements into the shed; 
then, pointing to my clean dress, E gave them to understand 
that they must go to the sea and wash, and put on fresh 
clothos, they and the women alao. 

T now returned to my dear wift, to inform ber of 
success; for, in tulking this mutter over, we lad 
feared there would be great difficulty in making » first 
improssion. Sho greeted mo in her straw hat, which she 
had not worn for some months; and I was agreeably 
surprised to see her in it gain: besides, it was a welcome 
evidence of a returning step to civilised life, She bed 
made Mira, also, look very pretty: if a negro weneh 
could ever be so transformed, to un English eyet 

Cakes had been buked, and salt meat boiled, on the 
preceding day; #0 that there was nothing to do now but te 
heat the coffee; and when it was neurly ready, Mira was 
sent to summon her friends to breakfast. We had debated 
on the idea of allowing them to cat with us on Sundays; 
many arguments prosented themselves for and against; but 
we decided, 1 think prudently, that euch intimney might 
possibly prove dangerous, not only to our peace, but bi 
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our ultimate safety; and wo therefore detormined to treat 
them kindly, but yet in no way to compromise the antho- 
rity we had so well established. They all soou appeared 
with our damsel, and made their obsisanee to us us we 
sat before the plank-house on the platform. ‘They looked 
very clean and neat, aud we complimented them, by signs, 
on their attention to our directions. We then desired 
Mira and her mother to take the provisions prepared, to 
the duck-hateh, for their brenkfast: the thing was soon 
done, for they all gave @ helping hand, finally leaving 
Mira with ns, who very quickly, and even nicely, set 
out the table for our repnst. 

As we eat, we discussed the propriety of having the 
people at the Morning service; and we agreed to do it: 
for although they could not understand what we should 
read, yot they would comprehend that we were employed 
in devotion. However, we agreed to shorten the service, 
by omitting the lessons, which we would read to euch 
other when alone; and my Eliza offered to sing a hymn 
at the beginning, and ending, of the prayers, To instruct 
these poor blacks in the elements of Christianity, required 
time, and a power of communicating our knowledge by 
language. After the breakfast things were put away, 
and the interior of our palace, now to beour chureh, was 
put in order, I sent Mira for her people; and uot being 
ashamed of the sign of the cross, I seized on Dicgo’s 

it of its sacred import, und, when they 
assembled, I took a little water, and dipping my finger 
in it, moved it on the forehead of each one present, 
saying, “ May it please thee, O God, to add this indi- 
vidual to thy holy church.” And this being done, my 
wife, while we yet stood, sang an appropriate hymn, in 
indeed angelic strains, which seemed to make a striking 
effect on her hearers, We now knelt down: they all 
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plank-house, where she filled the large basket with cold 
provisions for the proposed excursion ; and on its being 
brought drown, I made signs w Diego to put it into the 
canoe; then, pointing to the island opposite, showed hit 
I wished him to go there, but to return before sunset, 
He paused & moment; and putting his band tw his mouth, 
as be would drink, pronounced the word “ water;” I 
nodded; and be set off on foot for the canteen, which 
fad been left atthe plantation. Though I believed there 
was no cause for fear, yet I thought the party should have 
some moans of defence; so by the time he re-appeared 
with the canteen, I had fetched the two balf-pikes ; one 
T gare to him, and the other to Xavier, with which they 
were much pleased, and both immediately steppod into 
the canoe, beginning in the same moment to shove off; 
for he had not understood that they wen: to take the 
women, I, however, stopped the movement, and taking 
hold of Rota, put her arm under mine,and walking about 
thus for a second or two, pointed to Diego, and then co 
the island: by this, they instantly comprehended that it 
was a party of pleagure we intended them; and the women 
main clapped their hands, and laughed, when thay obeyed 
the kindly sign of my dear wife’s hand also, who pre- 
sented them a couple of melons, when they stepped into 
their boat. In short, the whole party pushed out into 
the lake in groat glen, and rowed swiftly towards the 
ite shore. 


When they were fairly off, wishing to observe them, 
I went up to oor house for the spy-glass, which I slung 
across my shoulder; my pistols, as usual, occupying my 
belt; and giving my Eliza my arm, we and Mira, and 
our faithfal little dog, strolled Ioisurely through the wood- 
Hand region, and took post under the great tree. From 
this point we watched the canoc, until eh aad 
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land on the opposite island, in a bay, which appeared 
to be bounded on each side of its beach by a ledge of 
















ground, apparently 
the shore. I then adjusted the focus of the 
and soon dircovered each man and bis wife, sccording 
ion eenple, wag ores 
of the men also holding his pike. My own dear wide 
could not steady the glass so as to bring the objects ® 
bear on it; I therefore placed three sticks at @ little dir 
tance from each other in the ground, crossing them mmr 
the top, which presenting a rest for the glass, she could 
then see distinctly all their movements, Mira, too, ftom 
the samo position, caught the objects instantly ; at which 
she was both astonished and delighted, running, once or 
twice, from onc end of the glass to the other, looking. 
both ways, in added amazement. In about half an hear 
we saw the party ro-embark, and row round the rocky 
shore to the northward, where they landed again om = 
tandy beach, from whence they walked up towards the 
woods, Howevor, they soon returned, and again rowed 
slong shore, somotimos observed by one, sometimes By 
the other of us: but Mira was most indefatigable, mo 
doubt that she might be able to astonish them, by telling: 
them all they did whijle away. 

When the sun had passed the meridian, and having 
traced thei to the further end of the sandy beach, where 
they opened their basket and eat dows under the 
to dine, we took up our spy-glass, to retrace our staje 
to the plank-house, where our own cold dinner was laid 
to receive us atone o'clock. We eat it with thankfulness, 
blessing God for all the bountios with which bis pmo 
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vidence had loaded us. By way of dessert, we regaled 
ourselves with a fresh musk-melon and a little wine; the 
former of which we shared with Mira and tho armadillo. 
The spy-glass was again placed on a rest, and after L had 
discovered the canoe, Mira undertook to watch it, while 
my Eliza’s gentle voice read to me several chapters of 
Ezekiel. When she had finished, we prayod togothor 
to God, for the continuance of his grace, and to pardon 
anything we had done amiss this day, in our zeal for 
converting the poor negroes to a knowledge of His will. 

We now took a peep at our wandering friends, and 
traced) them into the creek, beyond the place in which 
we had had the encounter with the peccarics. My wife, 
on seeing this, expressed some apprehension at the idea 
of their meeting any of those creatures, and being hart. 
But Ttold her, as they appeured all safe in the creek, 
having therefore passed the place, there could now be no 
reason to fear: however, Mira was deputed to watch their 
egress from the creek again. Meanwhile, my Eliza and 
I sauntered about, amusing ourselves in throwing corn 
to the poultry, the young of which had now attained » 
good size. After a timo, Mira began to show uncasiness; 
she was tired of watching, und they had not appeared. 
But, ou my taking the glass, T discovered two of the 
party at the extremity of our isthmus; guessing they had 
reached it by having compassod the back of the huge 
steep rock at the bottom of the little bay. When I 
directed the glass so that Mira could discern them, she 
seemed quite pleased, but nevertheless rather astonished. 
About an hour before sunset, we sw them row out of 
the creek, and this was a signal with us for getting coffee 
ready to meet their retarn: we meant it for a treat: and 
as we had many casks of Irish butter in our veescl, my 
dear wife added a frugal portion of that luxury to the 
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nice flour cakes Mira now pat before the fire to warm, 
1 thought the men would stop and take a look at the 
eocosenut grove on their way; but they did not; so our 
maid had just time to place the coffee, with the hot bread 
‘and butter, for ber friends on the duck-bntel: near the 
spring, as the canoe came to the shore. 

‘As they were landing, we hailed them with = smile, 
and n few words spoken with o kind accent, which made 
their meaning quite intelligible, Mira, meanwhile, met 
them, to tell them of the comfortable repast we had 
ordered to be ready for their landing; and all, in their 
‘various ways, evinced ploasure and gratitude at the kind- 
ness. But Diego would not lead to the batch until he 
had taken me to the canoe, where I saw several crayfish, 
and a great many large shells, among which were some 
rock oysters: he had also brought a variety of plants, or 
their leaves, and some roots. I could not tell him, that 
to collect such things was not the object of his excursion, 
and thet I would rather he should not # employ himself 
on the Sabbath-day; but I owed it to his motive, to appeat 
pleased, feeling thut he had done no moral wrong, ‘Thiw 
over, he departed to his coffee, quite satisfied with him- 
self'and mo. When he joined the party, we heard Mira’s 
tongue going, interrupted only by the langhing of Xavier, 
and sometimes of the women, or of the whole rh. 
Doubtless she was telling them the knowledge she bad 
of all thoy did in their absence: but Diego soon guessed 
the truth of the matter, we supposed, for he patted her 
‘on the back, and looking her in the face, said something 
very knowingly, laughing also, as it were triampbantly, 
All, however, seemed to continue their good-bumoured 
jests; and, while we walked at a distance, we obserwed 
Rota make her daughter taste the buttered cake, which, 
indeed, appeared a great treat to the whole party, When 
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they had finished their meal, the mea came respectfully 
to me, and I went with them again to the canoe, where 
they delivered to me the two boardingspikes. I then 
showed Diego, that he must deposit the crayfish, oysters, 
and coachs he had brought, into the crib which I had 
made for the crayfish, T had caught some time provious, 
at the head of the creek. While the men pushed off in 
the canoe to obey my orders, the women kissed my dear 
wife's hand, and proceeded through the woodland region 
to join their hustands at their hut. We now returned to 
our palace, and refreshed ourselves with tens but Mira did 
‘not seem to relish it as well as her friends bad done their 
coffee : she, however, did not the less enjoy her cakes, 
and drank some warm wuter and sugar with them, which 
scemed quite palatable to her taste. As the evening closed, 
she and her mistress ecatterod some corn for the fowls 
and pigeons; and we then all rotired, peaceful and happy, 
fo our vessel, and to sleep. 

Monday, 22d.—The carly dawn found us up, and active 
to pursue our occupntions for the week. My wife cm- 
ployed herself in many domestic arrangements with the 
women. I visited the men, supplying them from time 
to time with what was wanted for the work, from the 
vessel; which kept me going to and fro several times 
daring the forenoon, Such was the great progress they 
made with the hut, that before evening they had even 
fitted on a complete framework for a sloping roof; #0 
that in.a day or two they would be uble to enclose it ull 
with the canvass. On the approach of sunset, I caused 
them to dosist; signing to Diogo that I wished to see 
what the lenves and roots were, which he had brought in 
the cance. He showed me some palm-leaves, sot quite 
the same with those nesr the plantation; and he made 
me understand thut they were to be formed into hats 
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Ho then took me to a spot near the little spring, where 
he bad put in some suckers of the wild banana, which 
he had found somewhere. I knew the plant, having seen 
it in ite cultivated state in Jamaica. Pleased with his 
zeal, I xeturned, nnd sent some cold sult beef and bisenit, 
by the women, for his and Xavier's supper; and, after 
taking coffee, we retired early to our ship, and to sleepy 
Tueeday, 23d.—The hut was ready for the canvass; 
and all things for its completion being on the spot, I left 
the two women to assist Xavier, while I took Diego with 
me, accompanied by my wife, her maid, and Pidele, to 
the cocoa-nut grove. We went in the punt, which he 
paddled along, at leust a8 well as I could do. He and 
‘Mira chowed themselves much pleased with what they 
saw: but our plantation there bed lately been rather 
neglected ; however, many melons, a8 well a pumpkin, 
were quite fit to cut; which our handimaid set about doing, 
under the direction of her mistress; and, while Diego 
employed himself with the hoe, of which there was great 
need, I took the gaskets, and, to his evident wonder and 
amusement, climbed one of the trees, and knocked down 
about a score of the nuts presently with my hatchet, 1 
quickly followed the shower, and cutting a nice young 
one, through hus kand all, presented it to my Eliza to 
drink its milk. I then pointed to Diego and Mira to 
help themeclves, which they did, not unsparingly; the 
good old negro nover failing to offer the opened mat 
to my wife, or myself, before he wonld partake of it him- 
self, After this refreshment, while Mira was carrying 
the gathered melons and pumpkins, and the 
cocoa-nnts, to the punt, my dear wife and myself visited 
the capsicum, which, to our great delight, we found in 
flower; we here sat down to rest a while on the accus 
tomed ledge, where we had once slept with our dear little 
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pe ha he'and we constituted the whole of 
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= similar dinnce to that of yesterday was quickly pre- 
pared; but Diego added some of his oysters to our re- 
past, which he opened for us with the clasp-knife T had 
given him; and we found them excellent. In the afier- 
‘noon we visited the cotton-tree plantation, whither Diego 
bad gone before us, and where we now found both men 
and women hard at work, trying to complete the hut that 
day. Welooked on with great satisfaction; ond having 
made Mira serve them out some water-melons, and a few 
cocoa-nuts, to add to their supper of salt meat, we said, 
“ Good evening,” and retired, 

Wednesday, 24th. —This morning I found the hut per- 
fectly enclosed ; and set Diego and the women briskly nt 
work, excavating for the uprights of the second hut, while 
‘Xavier was fitting up the inside of the one they had 
finished, on tho plan of the interior of the plank-house, 

boards for a mattress bed, and few more for 
shelves. And all this being done before breakfast, imme- 
diately after it, he sawed out the uprights, and began to 
proceod with the other hut. During this and the throc 
following days, the men worked closely at their second 
habitation; the women cooking the provisions, and doing 
uch otbor things as my wife directed. 

Sunday, 28th.—We arrayed ourselves on the morning 
of the Sabbath in « clean skin and clean clothes, and 
prayed to God to give usaclean heart. Soon after our 

at the plank-houte, the two men and their wives 
came in thelr fresh attire, and saluted us: to honour the 
day, I shook hands with them; and they made their 
obeimance to my dear wife; the women kissing her bund. 
A coffee breakfast was prepared for them, with eome flour 


—_— 
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cakes and butter; and after their meal, and our own, a 
on tho former Sabbuth, we went to prayer, lengthening 
the sorvice u little; my beloved Eliza, as before, singing 
a hymn at the beginning and end of the service. ‘They 
behaved with great decorum, and showed neither impa- 
tience nor restlessness. 

After prayers, we again gave then: a basket of pro- 
visions, with the canteen and the pikes; and I made 
Diogo understand I wished him to row round the pro- 
montory. As they could not as yet profit either by our 
reading or conversation, E did not know how they could 
better employ their time; for we wished to avoid dis 
gusting thom with the rest of the Sabbath, by dictating 
observances, the meaning of which they could not at pre 
sont be taught to comprehend. Their wives now stepped 
into the canoe, a3 a matter of course,and the men put of 
from the shore in great epirits. In about an hour they 
had rounded the promontory, and appeared close ander 
the brig’s stern; from the quarter-deck of which we saw 
them, having taken our station there again; and we saluted 
them as they passed. They then rowod to the northward, 
between the beach and the reef; and with the glass we 
discerned them landing under the very rocky point which 
had threatenod us with a second shipwreck, after we had 
eseaped from the reef. They continued there 80 long out 
of sight, that we desisted looking for then: they had left 
the canoe, and were most likely pursuing the course of 
the stream into the interior. Wo went on shore to dinner, 
‘and employed Mira to watch the explorers with the 
She at last discovered them push out from the land: 1 
then took the glass, and observed them until they got 
‘among the rocks whore the brig had struck; but, losing 
sight of them again, I returned the glass to oar maid, 
while my dear wife and myself employed ourselves in 
reading the Bible. 
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Not finding them come back by five o'clock, we all 
became very anxious; and our uneasiness increased till 
near sunset, when woe gladly, and to me most wnex- 
pectedly, saw them rowing up the lake. They, of course, 
bad doubled the island; and, on relanding, must have 
rowed round it; by which circumstance I now got an 
idea of its extent. Coffee was prepared fer tho adven- 
turers; and we received them as something lost, which 
bod been found. The mon were tired; but our kind 
reception, and a plentiful meal, renovated their spirits. 
‘The canoe was again, though on the Sabbath, not with- 
out a cargo: they had taken a turtle, and several live 
shells, Jarge and small, of the conch kind, and others; 
besides having collected some vegetable productions. 1 
could, however, sy nothing about this now; so, afer 
they had caten their repast, I contented myself with making 
Diego understand he must carry all reand to the cottons 
tree plantation beach in the canoe; which he did without 
delay or demur. One of my reasons for this measure, 
was, thot my Eliza should not soo the turtle, until brought 
before her as ment to be dressed. After the poople’s 
departure to their rest, of which they had much need, we 
reguled ourselves with tea, and then retirod to our ship, 
» 2th.—I visited the plantation early in the 

and found the men ut work on the second hut; 

but taking hold of Diego, I made him understand that 
he must kill the tartle, anit Rots prepare it for dinnor. 
Tt was but a chicken, compared with the former one, not 
weighing more than sixty pounds, shell and all. He had 
taken the vegetable matters out of the canoe, to dispose 
of in tho way he bost understood; but T signified thar 
T should likethe shell-fish to be put in the crayfish craal, 
which might be done by rowing the canoe over, when 
he came to dinner. £ then loft them, and returned to 
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breakfast. In about an hour, Rota arrived, with the 
turtle out up, carrying it on her head in the calapach or 
back-shell: sho laid it down on the platform, before my 
dear wif, who did not instantly know what it was; bat 
when she recognised it, I was glad to perceive she did 
not show any disgust or aversion on the occasion. Such 
is the nico distinction made by minds of sensibility, that 
had she seen it alive, perhaps she would not have con- 
sented to its being killed; at any rate, I doubt whether 
she would then have consented to eat of it, I picked 
‘out the calipoe, or under part, for ourselves, and made 
Rota take the rest to dress for the people's dinner ; and, 
that she might make it savoury, my kind Eliza gave her 
‘some capsicums and allspice to season itr and we all 
enjoyed the treat, 

During the rewninder of the week, every effort was 
made to complete the second hut. Indeed, by Saturday 
night, it was fnishod, and both familics comfortably 
lodged ; one in each hut. We had got mattresses from 
the brig, and us many other conveniences 1s we thought 
they would need. They were now cach made possessor 
of a commodious habitation—a home, with ourselves, ia 
this Heaven-given haven; and we were made happy in 
seeing them thus lodged, and surrounded by many other 
blessings, 

Sunday, May 5th.—Tho sanctity of the day was daly 
observed. After divine service, we walked with the 
whole company to the top of the promontory; and passed 
the evening in looking at the people's huts, and visiting 
every thing most interesting around, 

7, Oth.—The season wus now come, to dig the 
Yams and coccos; also to guther in the ripe melons aml 
pumpkins, The Indian corn, too, was noarly ripe; so there 
was no time to be lost. Diego and the women, therefore, 
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set briskly to work; and after Xavier had made some 
improvement on my temporary shed for receiving the 
harvest, he likewiso joinod tho agriculturiste, By this 
activity, in less than four days every thing was brought 
away from the cocoa-nut-grore plantation, and housed ; 
and, by the following Saturday, all other of our mature 
produce, from different spots, excepting the corn and 
tobacco, was safely stored; besides our having many 
melous and pumpkins still in progress of growth. We 


under my dear wife's direction, prepared all the meals, 
which were supplied regularly and liberally; now and 
then giving them some coffee in the evening, as a treat. 
Tuesday, 7th.—The sun was in our zenith at noon 
torlay, not casting shadow in any direction beyond the 
object. I took advantage of this observation, to make 
something like an spproach to a knowledge of our situa 
tion ns to latitude: and, by ullowing four days to a 
degree, from the sun's transit over the equator on the 
10th of March (the day of the oquinox*) to the prescnt 
time, it gave fourteen degrees and n half, which T now 
concluded to be pretty aceurately the latitude of the 


[ 


Stnday, 12th.—We cndenvoured to-day to convey 


attentively and patiently; but Diego alone seemed to 
comprehend anything we said or did towards the sub- 
yoot, and be but little: yet uny degree, is one step onward. 

© The Editor martled 2 Tittle at this declaration, until it was reco! 
fected thet, fe the year 1752, eleven days had teen tken out of the 
Od almanac 5 by whicls the calendar was thrown back so many days 
upos the sun. 
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Monday, 18th.—The women came over carly, with 
their husbands’ clothes and their own, for purification at 
the brook, Meanwhile Diego continued bis husbandry 
cares; and Xavier was employed in putting a sloping 
roof of board on the plank-house, the better to protect 
its interior from the rains which we now might look 
for, conformably to what T had learned respecting such 
seasons in the Caribean sea. 

Tuosday, 14th.—I gave out a kog of rei ochre, and 
some oil, from the fore-cuddy; and directo? Xavier how 
to paint the canvass coverings of the bats; and by 
Thursday night he had given them two coats, which 
ould not only render them proof agninst rain, but give 
them a gay and pleasing appearance. While he was 
about this work, Diego housed the coru cobs amd te 
bacco leaves; and during the last two days of the week, 
the men employed thomsclves beyond the silk-cotton 
tree, in clearing away the brashwood from before the 
rock; over the face of which, the bewutifll little water 
spring, from the long absence of rain, now appeared but 
as a silver thread. 

Sat. 18th: Mon, 20, etc.—The sun rose ina haze; the 
clouds begnn to rite from the westward; and there war 
Uttle breeze of any kind all day, By evening we bad 
completed our operations, and just in time, for about ten 
o'clock at night it commenced raining most tremen 
donsly. On tho morning of the following day, it was 
again fair, with a clear sky, so that we mot to prayers at 
the usual hour; but about three o'clock im the afternoon, 
the clouds opened on ua in torrents for two hours, but 
without wind, and then cleared up, In like manner, it 
continued to rain every day for seven days; during which 
time we took the best care of ourselves we could, and 
attended carefully to our stock, We alto seized the op- 
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portunities, which intervals of clear sky afforded us, to 
cut down thirteen trees of the cobbage-palm, that grew 
ea 7 een Nah i ste sas enc the 

cottonetree plantation. This was done, to keep the men 
im exercise, and to be ready to axeist in building our 
plantation-house, whenever the time might arrive for 
commencing it. In the meanwhile, the tops of those 
trees furnished us with # succulent and agreeable vege- 
table, especially when boiled with our salt meat. 

Saturday, 26th.—The sun rose this morning with un- 
usual power and brillianey; the atmosphere had been 
tempered by the late weather, to an ethereal purity; the 
rains bad ceased ; and not a cloud was to be seen. Diego 
Jost no time in making me understand, that he and the 
women must employ themselves assiduously, afer Sun- 
day, in planting the yams, coccos, corn, and other seeds, 
‘The four cocoa-nut trees, put in round the plank-houso, 
hail increased rapidly in growth; as had likewise those 
between the plank-house and the beach, which had been 
raised from the four shooting-nuts: the time was most 
propitious to vegetation. We were all busy to-day in 
‘airing things that had been wetted by the rains; also in 
getting yarious provisions on shore from the ship: and 
the evening waa finished by a great take of mullet with 
torchlight, to tho great amusement, if not astonishment, 
of our negro friends. 

Sunday, 26th.—We all met in our Sunday dress at 
divine service; and, after my dear wife had sung the 
Iyymn, we mode the people say the Lord's Prayer after 
us, which they tried todo. It could not be explained to 
them at once; bat we made them understand that the 
God to whom we prayed in the address, “ Our Pather 
im heaven!” stood in the same relation to us all, that 
Diego stood to Mira; and this was a great point gained, 


all 
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Wee also succeeded in making them 

bibjorphapimn serpin: oor. 
his gift; and that we therefore prayed for “ daily bread.” 
We wont through the greater part of the service in their 
presence this day: axd at night, when we retired to rest, 
we fervently poured forth our thanks, to the Lord of 
heaven and earth, for blessing our endeavours eo far, in 
opening the minds of these kind-hearted creatures to @ 
knowledge of God. 

Monday, 27th.—After the women had finished their 
Monday morning’s task, they put thomsclves under 
Diego's direction; for we had now determined, that 
Xavier should henceforward be chiefly employed in the 
erection of our long-projected habitation, on the glade 
beyond our dear hospitable silk-cotton tree. To this end, 
I furnished him with a plan forty-four foot by sixteen 
height of walls fourteen fect: the interior to be divided 
into three ports; the centre great room, sixteen feet; 
with one at cach side fourteen feet. There were plenty 
of materials for the projected edifice—squared uprights, 
planks, boards, laths, and shingles; and I mentioned 
before, that thirteen trees of tho cabbago-palm had been 
folled, and brought to the spot; seven of which were 
from sixteen to eighteen fet long, and the other six from 
fourteen to sixteen feet each, when cleared of their enb- 
buge-head. These trees, when squared, wore to form the 
base of the framework. I therefore hoped, with ooen+ 
sional assistance, as all materials were so 
for his hand, that he might finish the building in six 
months. 

Xavier having received my grand architectural plan 
for our new palace, I sent for Diego, and furnished him, 
for his ogricultural department, with all the yams and 
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coceos that had been preserved for the purpose of plant- 
ing: I also gave him about two bushels of the old Indian 
corn, and some of all the seeds we had collected from 
time to time from our fruits as we eat them; also more 
than one half of the tobacco seeds, which I had not yet 
sown. He was delighted with this kind of supply, as 
they were more fit for vegetating quickly than the pro- 
ceeds of the late growth. He took them away carefully 
to the storehouse near the cotton tree, in which plantation 
the chief of his operations were to centre; though we 
had minor nurseries for a few melons in the neighbour- 
hood of the cave-spring, and in other places, to be handy 
on occasion. 
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CHAPTER X. 


‘Tax men worked stendily at their respective avocations, 
and in three months the labours of each made n respect- 
able appearance. Diego hail laid out the grounds well, 
and every plant had attained its full growth. ‘The house 
was up: the roofing and flooring, and interior woth, 
only remained to be done, We all enjoyed good health 
during this period, and preserved great harmony, and 
subordination. Our negro friends began to peak 
with us, on all ordinary matters in our own language; 
and we hoped they now knew something of their Re 
deemer, and the moral duties that should bind man tr 
mon. In July there wos some rain: those refreshing 
showers foll generally in the night, and especially after =) 
great display of sheet lightning in the horizon, whose 
brilliant yet silent corascations can scarcely be imagined 
hy those who have not rosided in intortropical regions. 
Monday, Angust 26th.—My dear wife and myself 
had much reason to be well satisfied with the prospect 
‘of being comfortably lodged before the winter, which, 
although not mach colder than an Engtieh summer, yeh, 
in this climate, ix attended frequently with stormy, die 
agreeable weather. We beheld every thing around at 
prosperous, and promising. Our young goats were 
nearly full-grown, and our throe broods of chickens 
had nearly ntiained maturity, ‘The old hens were again 
laying; and now we ventured on their prolific nature, to 
regalo ourselves occasionally with a fow of their deliciour 
egge at breakfhst. Some of the young ducks bad been | 
lost, but there remained an abundance; so that now aid 
then we treated ourselves to « roast duckling, asa dole 
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cacy. The chocolate plants had sprung up to half a foor 
in beight in several places in the woody region, where 
we had pat in the nuts; and the capsioums and bird- 
peppers worn everywhere full of fruit. Dingo's planta- 
tion was gratifying to look on. ‘The large red leaves of 
the cooees had a brilliant effect; and the majestic Indian 
com, with its feathery top, and great bulging cobs pro- 
trading, lesf-covered from the stem, looked nobly. The 
yams, with their emall stalke, claimed little attention from. 
the eye, but their great usefulness stamped a value even 
on their homely appearance. The tobacco, thinned out 
to give it vigour, spread its brond dark-groon loaf on 
a stem four or fivo feet high, exhibiting a yellow crown 
of clustering seud-capsules, here and there on a plant 
destined for seed, the tops of the others being cut off, to 
give an increase to the magnitude of their leaves, Our 
pine-upplos had just begun to form ; while the six sugar 
canes had attained a height of nearly eight feet, with 
talks and upper leaves of vivid green. All our fruit 
troes, too, had aivanced considerably; so that we might 
eventually live to see the orange grove and shaddocks, 
in fall bearing, adding to the beauty and comfort of our 
ion residence. 





But the happy condition of our negro friends was still 
more gratifying than even all this, Their orderly con- 
duct, theirattachment, their progress in speaking English, 
and the pleasure they seemed to tuke in learning what 
God hud revealed to man in the Scriptures, gue us & 
eee fini They now comprehended the 

ten commandments, and would not do anything on the 
Sabbath-day that could fall under the denomination of 
labour or ordinary work. They also seemed to under- 
stand the purport of the Lord’s Prayer pretty well, and 
that memorable saying of our blessed Redeemer, “Do 
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unto all men as ye would they should do unto yos.” 
Perhaps, too, with a sigh, they compared the conduct of 
their former Christian masters in Cuba, with this most 
Christian precept, and could not reconcile the difference. 

By this time we had been able to make out their story, 
‘They bad boen purchased, and shipped in a schooner, at 
Trinidada (a town on tho south side of Cuba), for some 
person at La Guira, on the Spanish Main. Two nights 
hefore they appeared off our island, the schooner bad 
struck on a reef, and almost instantly bilged, quickly fill- 
ing with water, The captin, and five others, his crew, 
took to the boat, taking plenty of provisions with then, 
and without merey loft the poor negroes to their tite; bat 
fortunately there was a canoe on deck, und the weather 
being fine, they speedily contrived to get it into the waters 
and having got # sheet out of the cabin, they made w sail 
and with a fow dried calavangas, a species of bean, they 
put off before the wind, to take their chance of 
some land, or being picked up at sea by some 
‘They had made our promontory at daylight, and seeing 
the opening hotween the two headlands, struck the anil, | 
and paddled in: and this was the Lord's 

We thought how differently it might have fied swith 
us, if the inhuman coptein and bis crew bad made our 
island, instead of the poor deserted negroes: perbape 
wo should have been stized and sold into slavery, ar 
something worse; and we blessed God for the manifold 
kindness of his providence. It was happiness for us #0 
contemplate these dispensations: but there must ewer be 
& want, or @ regret on this side of the grave, and we some 
times sighed for sight of those we loved, and’ bad left 
behind in England. However, even here, we © 
the cheering balm of hope to our aching bears, 
the relief which resignation. supported by that sweet 
wnchor, never fails to create, 
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Tp a few weoks, the product of our second hurvest was 
got in; und its abundances seemed more than sufficient 
for a six months’ consumption. When the labour of it was 
perfectly sccomplished, Diego and Hachinta assisted 
Xayier in his work, by bringing every thing to his hand 
as he required it; but Rota made herself so useful to us 
in @ domestic way, that Mira’s services were compara- 
tively, only those of waiting maid, Rote manoged all 
the bouse affairs, without giving my dear wife any more 
troable than the mere expression of her wishes; which 
gave las now so much leisure, that we were able to read 
good deal, and enjoy frequent walks, arm in arm, in 
intellectoal converse; happy in ourselves, and happier 
still in seeing those around us happy. 

On the Ist of Scptember, the wind blew all round 
the compass, with repeated torrents of rain; and during 
the night it mged with redoubled violence: but our 
Iuildings, old and new, did not receive any damage; nor 
did anything bappen, from the storm, worth remurking. 
The cleventh being my dear wife’s birthday, she then 
attaining her one and twentieth year, I made it a day of 
jubilee, amd entertained the whole party more sumptuously 
than usual, giving them a couple of young full-grown 
drakes for dinner, a little wine, plenty of coffee, and = 
few cigars, I drank the dear one’s health myself, after 
‘our own dinner, in a ginss of Canary, continuing to sit 
before our plank-palace, enjoying the coolness of the pro- 
montory sledow, and her sweet conversation, But our 
friends soon claimed our attention by their approach: 
they offered their congratulations in their own way, and 
finished the day with dancing, Mithesome and happy: 
an anniversary ever dear to my memory. 

_ Tt wae about thie time that the carly part of this diary 
was written, such as it is, from scraps of memoranda, 
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and from memory; and in the employment, recording w 
many mercies, T found inexpressible delight. Tt was also 
sweet to me, to write down, again and aguin, the name 
of my ever-boloved Eliza, when TE occasionally paid the 
tribute that Is dae to her heart and 

The plantation-house was finished on Saturday the 
‘30th of November; the foundation of which, being one 
high plot of rocky ground, was dry, and free from rank 
herbage: and its elevation was sufficiently 
when compared with the huts of Diego and Xavier, # 
give it an air of superior consequence, Indeed, things ee 
great or small, only relatively. ‘The interior of the howe 
appeared to us, all we could desire: the floors boarded; 
the doors and shutters well made; one large door openel 
in front, opposite the lake, while a second, in the batk, 
pointed towards the mountainous promontory. ‘The side 
rooms were boarded over at the top, for ceilings, tt 
southernmost being fitted up with shelves for stores. Tht 
great hall, we left without any covering, but the rafterel 
roof of the house; which gave it a cool and a lofty air. 

Sunday, Ist December.—Our Snbbath devotions bad 
assumed a deepened character. Our people had be 
taught to respond to the litany, and also to the 
generally, by the “ Amen." And the residue of the day 
was mostly employed in endeavouring to give them 
various instruction. Mira could read English words of 
two syllables, and seemed vain of this 
which, we hoped, would prove ut leuxt a grain of mae 
tard-seed, that might in due season become a large plant, 
bearing its kind. 

Monday, 24.—All hands being now at leisure, T deter 
mined to open the hold, and set seriously to work to get 
up the furniture that bad been shipped for our house at 
St, George's Quay. Tho mon wero now able to uniler 
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stand me pretty well; so T commenced business in full 
confidence of soon effecting my purpose. The mainmast 
of the brig being gone, deprived us of the advantage of 
the mainstay, to fix a purchuse-tackle to; and, of course, 
we had neither main-shrouds nor main-yard whereon to 
fixe guy. We, however, contrived to get the starboard 

aft, between the shrouds and mast; and 
making fast a double purchase to it, we then bowsed on 
the lift, und steadied it: the end of the yord-arm being 
now over the main batchway, with the tackle affixed, 
nothing further was required to enable us to go to work, 
but to fix a guy to an outrigger, made fast to the fore 
shrouds, This operation allogether cost us the whole 
day; but, on Tuesday, we put our invention to use. 
After clearing away the remainder of the boards and 
Planks, of which there were now not « great many, we 
proceeded to hoist up part of the cargo shipped at Ja- 
mation; viz. American flour, Indian corn, biscuits, sugar, 
coffee, and rum; all of which were in barrels of thirty- 
two gallons, The barrels of beef and pork, which had 
ecespied a handy place for ship's use, and which I had 
epened some months before, were now empty: therefore 
we had only to throw these empty casks over on the 
beach. Skids were fixed fiom the sides of the brig, by 
which we could lower the fall barrels, direct from the 
wokle, upon land. Bur it occasioned so much labour 
afterwards, in rolling the first two or three across the 
‘isthmus, to the point where they were to be transported 
yy water to the storehouse, that I proposed bringing the 
canoe and the punt from that point, and embarking them 
from the brig atovce. The boats, if 1 may so call them, 
were brought round the peninsular promontory ; bat wo 
fornil it safest merely to put two barrels into the punt, 
and employ tho cance in towing. They maie two trips 
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the firet day, but on every subsequent day they made 
threo trips ; so that, by the end of the weok, we had com 
veyed twenty-six barrels to the plantation, besides thie 
that hed been rolled to the other side of the istham 
There then remained in tho brig about sixty casks thet 
had been shipped at Jumuica, two only of which wre 
rum: and T had a good mind to bore them to let ther 
contents run ont, but was afraid of giving umbrage to ay 
good fellows by so suspicious an act. The barrels wat 
away consisted of flour, six; of biscuits, six; of woe 
six; of coffee, six; of Indian corn, four; and one of mm 
Tho mon worked with great sagucity and promsptne® 
and nonccident happened during the whole proceeding. 

Sunday, 8th.—We observed this day with due solar 
nity, 

Monday, 9%h.—The men were employed some time® 
fretting round to the plantation the throe casks from the 
west side of the isthmus; after which the women seis! 
ther in rolling up all the other barrels to the open groum 
whore planks wore laid over them for the present, 
shade them from the sun. ‘These operations occupied the 
whole of Monday. On Tuesday moroing, 1 made them 
roll the cask of ram, a barrel of flour, oe of biseuiti, 
one of sugar, and one of coffee, into the side apartmest 
of the plintation-house, designed for a store-room. My 
dear wife, meanwhile, had undertook to make the women 
bring a quantity of the ditterent fruits from the 
shed, and arrange them on the shelves in this room ; alee 
in othor places of it which bad been prepared for their 
reception. But we were soon all at a loss how to dispose 
of the barrels now lying out of doors; for T lad not at 
first contemplated bringing so many to the plantation 
However, Diogo relieved my mind, by proposing hiv 
house for a warehouse, until Xavier and he could build 
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one, The proficr was readily accepted, while Xavior 
courteously offered hospitality to his friend; and so all 
the barrels were rolled into Diego’s hut, which held them 
easily. Those, and some other arrangements connected 
with them, oseupied the whole of Tuesday, On Wed- 
nesday morning, agaiu in the ship hold, we got at the 
cases and packages that containcil our houschold stuff, 
these packages lying on the top of the heavy cargo 
shipped in England. We unpacked them in the hold, 
and were much pleased to find their contents all ‘safe, 
‘Most of the articles were conveyed on shore by hand, in 
baskets or boxes, and thence carried to the plantation. 
The women were delighted at sceing the pots, and pans, 
and kettles, pewter and erockerywares and clapped their 
hands when they saw tho glass, tea oquipage, and all the 
truly English etcotoras, such os knives, forks, silver 
spoons, and so forth. Sheets, tablecloths, and other 
nopery, with all the requisites for home comfort ; chair 
and table furniture, and—bodsiead, excepted. All our 
wood-work was to lave been done at Honduras, where 
muhogany is abundant; but we had mahogany here also, 
though small; and we had Xavier; and our wants in 
that way wore fow, and with thoso fow we could soan be 
suppliod by his skill and industry. 

By Friday evening all our things wore removed from 
tho ship to tho plantation-house, including our store-chost 
in tho stoeraye passage, a few dozens of wine from the 
lockers, the captain's case of hollands, and box of cigars, 
with such other desirable or useful articles as were to he 
found in the cabin or state-rooms, We slept on board 
that night for the Inst time, and took our leave next 
morning, with a mixture of pleasure and regret, of a 
blessed ark, T may call it, where we had enjoyed many 
months of security, peace, and comfort. On Soturday 
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things as appertained to the craft, which had not already 
been taken on shore, were put into it, and delivered into 
the charge and keeping of Xavier. Some additional 
spades, hoes, axes, hatchets, and bill-hooks were next 
brought forth: these were to be deposited in the house 
store-room, for Diego's future use; amd with this cargo 
the men were sent away, and desired to return, During 
their absence I looked out two of the best of the seamen’s 
obests, and completed them from the clothing found in 
the chests of the others. When my active negroes re- 
appeared, I made them get up a barrel of beef, and 
barrel of pork, which I despatched by them to the house 
store-room ; telling them not to return till they bad seen 
me at the plantation. I remained on board some time 
after they had put off, scouring the rosidue of the cuptain's 
property altogether in his state-room; and as his cabin 
door was still in its place, with lock and key, I daly 
fastened it, 

It being now near one o'clock, I walked over to the 
plantation-house to dinner. My dear partner received 
me with smiles, and dressed as when in England. 1 flew 
to her urms, as if we had met after a long separation, 
4 My beloved Edward,” sail she, “ how gracious is our 
God! how much happiness does he bestow on us!” I 
folt the just tribute, with full foree. It was the sentiment 
that filled my own heart, a3 I hastened to embrace her. 
I saw her restored to her formner gentlewomanly condition, 
by his providence, relieved from toil, and all the menial 
offices of culinary labour. And, may I add, 1 saw a 
table covered with a clean damask cloth, laid out with all 
the conveniences of European comfort, to which my eyes 
bad long been strangers! 

While dinner was serving up, my Eliza took me into 
the store-room, to show me how well the people had 

“2 
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ob of the two was best, but he that drew the 

gli havehis choice. They were delightod 

§ possessing such a treasure each, and 

the idea of drawing lots. They 

ito Xavier. “I got big stick, 

did so, instantly marking it 

x, coutcau soon performed 

it The chests were then 

punt, and also the cask of batter. 

ishing off to take the cargo home, I 

site keys, at which they laughod; but Isaid 

i0t give them until T came myself to the plan- 

4 Afier their departure I rejoined my Eliza, and 

told hor all Thad been doing: sho socmed greatly ploased, 

anid said she would follow my example in one respect at 

least, by giring the women some striped cotton (of which 

she had several pieces) to make up for themselves; but 

the eutting of it out she herself would superintend. We 

remained awhile at the plank-house in continued conver 

sation; and, amonget other domestic subjects, thoughts of 

the expodioney of removing « colony of the young fowls 

and ducklings to our new habitation, suggested them- 
wolves. 

On our return home, we met the men bringing up the 

butter, which they placed in the store-room; after which 

T gave them their keys; and when their wives, and even 

Mira, knew what they were for, the whole party went 

off togethar to the water-side, to help up with the chests 

to their own house, to see, no doubt, what they contained. 

‘That operation detained our domestics a long time; how- 

ever, about seven o'clock, coffee was served up by Rota; 

Hiachinta getting supper for the meu. I now regularly 

took my cigar after coffee, which was both agreeable to 

‘my dear wife and to myself, The evening was cool, and 
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should like to make some cigars for himself and Xavier. 
“IT will supply you both, for a fortnight," returned 15 
“we shall soon have the rains, when you cannot go to 
oetwork: you may then make up the tobacco” He 
seemed quite satisfied; and I accordingly went to the 
store-room, and divided a hundred cigars into two 
parcels, desiring him to reserve one for himself, and to 
give the other to Xavier. This unexpected and welcome 
present drew forth many profound hows from honest 
Diego. After breakfast, 1 began to arrange the fire-arms 
and boarding-pikes in our bed-room. There were three 
muskets and six pikes. I drew the charge from the 
muskets that were loaded, and employed myself till 
dinner time in cleaning them; after which, I placed 
them, one over the other horizontally, on wooden pins, 
which I fixed in the wainscot; and immediately above 
them hang up the ship’s spy-glass and speaking-trampet, 
and then flanked the whole with the boarding-pikes, 
placed erect, No one but my with knew where I kept the 
ammunition; but it was at hand, if wanted. We thought 
all these precautions right, although we hoped quite 
annecessary, Caution and circumspection, however, are 
fuithfial sentinels. My pistols I always wore rendy loaded 
in my belt. 

While I was arranging the arms, my dear Eliza placed 
the few books we had in due order; and on 9 neighbour- 
ing shelf, made a fine display of the shells we had col- 
fected during our residence on the island, from the noble 
conch, the monarch of them all, used for a bugle, down 
to the rice shells, whose extreme smallness and beautiful 
translucency, und great abundance, elicited from my: 
beloved an exclamation, “What would you give for 
these, Queen Mab!” These little beauties were, indeed, 
like fabled things of fairyland. The nobleShakspeare, was 
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to be found among our books; but the nobler Bible wu 
there also. We had Archbishop Tillotson’s works, sal 
the Spectator, aud Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress; sel 
one book more, that afforded us pastime— 
'T moun the Arabian Nights’ Entertainments, in whick 
there is, throughont, more than floats om the surface of 
the story. A fable is a foolish thing, if we do not ly 
hold on the allegory; but that being taken up, no mode 
of writing can be more delightfal and iustractive, a 
evidenced in the works of the Inte Mr. John Gay. 
Every one was industrious in his or her calling, sel 
in nino days Diogo had finished his job, But there wat 
no rest for him! We had been made sensible of the 
danger of fire, when near our wooden habitations in # 
Joose and uncovered state. 1, therefore, directed hist 
to quarry some stones with the iron erow-bar, amd place 
them in the rear of the open space, under the rock, bebiin! 
the two negro houses; and there with the assistance of 
Xavier, build a safe kitchen, This was to be done a 
s00n as the pen was up, and wtoceaded. The men worked 
hard at their respective tasks, and by the end of the week 
the fowl houso was erected; but it required all the labour 
‘of them both, during several days afterwards, to eat 
Seca) cits vas Sto 
in place; which was not accomplishod till Teosday the 
‘24th instant, but early enough on that day to allow us te 
transfer into it a colony of our ducks and fowls, twelve 
of either sort, Before they were turned in, a wing of 
each bird was clipped, to prevent their fying over, The 
gouts also wore brought, and put into the stocendo, ae 
were likewise the two tame pigeons, ‘The great bedy 
of the poultry was loft bebind at their old 
Yyounjg ones of which wore destined for table mee; while 
the old patriarchs and mothers of the tribes, we intended 
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to kave in permanent possession of their former haunts, 
to lay and multiply, as might happen. 

‘The next day would be the anniversary of our Innding 
on the island, of which we informed our friends; but wo 
also informed them, that it likewise was the birth-day of 
the Lord Jesus, through whose mercy we and they were 
preserved alive! and that we must keop it as a Sabbath, 
with this difference, that thoy might dress a feast to cele- 
brate the day; for it was u day of rejoicing to all the 
tumen race. I thon directed Rota to ronst, for their 
entertainment, 2 couple of young fht ducks, and to make 
them @ pepper-pot; also to bake flour cakes, and take 
sach vegetables and fruits as she might choose. 

‘Our minds were much excited by the recollection of 
our deliverance from shipwreck, and by the anticipation 
of a day which brought up in our memories the dear 
friends wo had loft behind in England, and who, moet 
probably, were sorrowing for us, who were now safp and 
so happy! We hoped some blessed occasion might in- 
form thom of our prosorvation: and, added to all this, 
the sentiments of joy, which Chyristmas-duy brings to 
all hearts that beat under the banner of the cross, now 
rapturously expanded ours. All those emotions wore too 
ainch; and we sought to calm our souls, in long and 
fervent prayer, when we went to our chamber; and there 
wo indeed found “ thnt peace which the world can neithor 
give nor take away.” Thus soothed by the Spirit of our 
heavenly Pather, we retired to our cot, where tranguil 
sleep, und consequent refreshment awaited us. 

Wednesday, 25th.—After breakfast, we assembled in 
our best attire in the great ball ; and after singing ahymn 
‘approprinte to the day, we read such parts of the Morning 
service a8 bore more particularly on it, together with the 
lessons. The negroes were much interested, and desired 
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10 have many things explained to them, which we wer 
unable to do, from their yet acanty knowledge of ot 
language: however, I endeavoured to make them com- 
prehend, that Jesus came into the world for the parpes 
of teaching to men the will of his Almighty Father, the 
pure and merciful God; and, by the sacrifice of himwelt 
toatone for the sins of repentant who gree 
in their spirit,” to be relieved from the corraptible po 
pensities of fallen husman nature, 

After divine service, we followed the eutis 
of our ancestors, ux neutly as we could in the absence of 
roast beef and mince pies; so that our friends were regulel 
still something in the English way. Rota served then 
up a good dinner, and I added to it « bottle of wise; 
they had plenty of cigars; and my dear wife lad give 
them out coffee and sugar liberally. Our orn dinar 
was but a chicken and some coccos. Poor Rota let 
roasted herself sufficiently for her party, we 
without our imposing anything more on her for as 
what we considered quite necessary; but we sat after 
dinner over our frait and wine, happy, most happy, 
enjoying more nearly the state of paradise, than whe 
the world’s gnicties could mingle in our bearts’ gladness. 
Fears, and cares, und anxictics were all excluded; here 
was no intrusion: peace and plenty, and an habiteal 
communion with God, seemed alone present with as. 

At gunset our people came and ranged themeclves 
round the great door, whero they sang: sometimes two 
dancing, sometimes the whole. When all their evolutions 
wore gone through, they advanced to take leave; om 
which occasion my dear wife gave to each a lange coloured 
cotton kerchief to weur on their heads; and they reoeived 
the present with many demonstrations of gratitude, asd 
said “ Good night.”” 


ie 
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The three following days the men continued to work at 
the stoné kitchen; but being unaccustomed to masonry, 
their progress was much slower than they hind antici; 

Sunday, 20th,—We kept the Sabbath with ull duc 
obscryance of sanctity; yet amused ourselves innocently 
im reereative exercise, after the performance of diving 
service, and ia the evening. 

Monday, 30th.—Xavier and Diego continued to work 
on the stone kitchen; and, that they might not be inter- 
rupted, I undertook to take the fish, and, with the women, 
to do whatever else might be required for the establish- 
ment, which had usually been the men’s part. By Wod- 
nesdlay they finished the kitchen, the walls of which were 
built pretty high, entirely of dry stones; and the cooking 
places within were made of the same materials; the two 
omits of the kitchen were planked over, but about four 
feet of the centre was left open. The position we had 
chosen was safe, because the sea-breeae, although origin- 
ally from the eastward, was changed in its course, by the 
hill, to.the south-west, which would carry the smoke or 
sparks clear of all our buildings’ I was glad to have 
accomplished this object, for we looked every day for 
the brenking up of the fine weather, but it still cons 
tinued; 20 that on Thursday and Friday the men made 
aquatic excursions in the canoc, On the Hrat day they 
circumnavignted the western island, and brought back 
with them some calabashes, several fine conclis, onktalilng, 
their fish, and many other shells in the same living state. 
My dear wife had previously arranged her former collec- 
tion of shella, and was much pleased with the idea of 
adding sowe fine specimens to them from this new scqui- 
sition ; for the shell logos its beauty after it has long beon 
deserted! by it inhabitant, and rolled about by the wind 
and sea. On Friday the men visited, before daylight, 
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the rocks and islands to the north-east, where the bry 
had struck; and there they succeeded in taking three 
fine turtles, which they brought home, and placed in the 
crual, We devoted Saturday to domestic purposes, letting 
the fowls and gonts out for a few hours, and herding 
them to the southward of our habitations, clear ef the 
planted ground. Tt was now the usual afternoon's per 
time, with my Eliza and myself, to repair daily to the 
plank-house for an hour, to food our sbundsnt poukirr 
left there, and then to visit the quarter-deck of that vemel 
which, at least tous, had been a faithful ark under Divine 
Providence, 

Sunday, Sth Jenuary, 1735.—Kept tho early part of 
this Sabbuth-day x usual, by the performance of diviee 
service, and by reading and explaining to our friends sec 
parts of the Gospel as they might comprehend. Towanls 


sucoceded by torrents of rain, alternating with heavy gusts 
of wind, from north and north-west. We had 

the bad weather for some days, and had taken the pre 
caution to haul up the eanoe and punt spon the beach 
The wind blew all night a hurricane, which shook ear 
habitation fearfully: my dear wife sometimes thought it 
would be overturned ; and, indeed, if Xavier hail mot ex 
ercised much skill in its construction, it could not have 
stood. He had given it a solid basement of trees; thine 
under the front, and three under the back, and seves 
lengthways across, to which the flooring was 

tree-nnils, All the windows were made to close with 
sliding shutters, like shop windows, 60 that they could be 
entirely or partially open, or quite cloved ; and during 
hurricane, the safety of a house mainly depends on keeping 
out the wind. The doors wore cach of four pieces, folding 
buck or forwards, with a wooden bar fastening inside 5 #0 
that, when shut, the gale was completely exeladed, The 
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store-roon: windows, indeed, were fitted otherwise: they 
‘were protected only by boards, slanting one over the other, 
in the fashion of Spanish blinds; but these boards nearly 
overlapped each other, throwing off the rain entirely, and 
very materially breaking the force of the wind. Still our 
terrors wore great, and wo rote from our bed, and I struck 
a light; and we went into tho groat hall, to see how it 
fared with Mira; but she was reckless of the storm, and 
slept soundly. “ Happy creature!” said my dear wife; 
“thou knowest not what anxiety means!" Towards 
morning the winil abated; and we also found repose, on 
retiring to our cot, 

A little before daybreak, I thought I heard guns firing. 
T instantly got up, and sent the men to the summit of 

~ the promontory to look out. They quickly returned, with 
information thata vessel was in distress, and they believed 
ono reef in the offing. I hastened back with them to 
the heights, and taking the glass, enw the vessel, a brig 
schoonor, steering away to the south-west, No doubt she 
Krad been aground, but bud got off. We watched her for 
acouple of hours, until nearly out of sight. My gracious 
Eliza was much moved by the recital on my return; and, 
without expressing any natural regret at 20 probable an 
Instrument of deliverance to ourselves from the island, 
‘not having come into our harbour, she thanked God that 
they bad escaped, and were proceeding on their voyage. 
‘The rains, with occasional gusts of wind’ from every 
quarter of the compass, continued daily, at intervals, to 
pour in profaes torrents, for nine days; but may be said 
to have subsided ontirely, on Tuesday the 14th. 

‘From the circumstance of socing the vossel in distress, 
‘the iden of erecting 0 flag-staif on the promontory, on 
‘which I might hoist the brig’ ensign if occasion should 
offer, presented itself tomy mind; and I set about putting 
it in execution, With some trouble, we unshipped the 
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foré top-gullant-mast of the brig, which was already struck, 
and brought it away; and before night we conveyed 
it to the summit of the promontory. On Wedneslay 
morning we fitted a truck and halliands to it; and, with 
the crow-bur, excavated & place in the rocky ground 
receive it, After placing the mast as firmly us we could, 
we built the base round with stones, to steady it, and 
finished the job before sunset, On Thursday, we were 
all on foot by the grey of the morning, taking the ensign 
with us; and us the sun roa, I hoisted the English 
colours, and gave three cheers, erying aloud, ae 
George, and England for ever!” I felt that, by this act, 
1 had taken possession in sovereignty for our griciowt 
king. We left the flag flying till sunset, when the men 
and I ascended the hill again, with a tarpanling bag, in 
which we cased the colours, after lowering them at the 
going down of the sun. 

On my return home, my dear wife regaled me with 
coffee and a cigar, while T expatinted on the probable 
consequences of the measure, perhaps with some extrave- 
gance; for we were ignorant of whose dominions we wert 
in, or oven of the probable name of the spot where we 
were; for our situution did not exactly answer to any 
island, or islands, laid down in the chart I bad fowl in 
the captain's cheat. Indeed it had been mande sufficiently 
evident to ns, that these islands were extremely diner 
ous of approach on all sides, to a very great distance 
pacrtsihpiverieiner iit 

ious number of rocks and shoals which lay im this 
‘ection, mlghe always, give. Carn) ¢ pe 
berth 5 and, accordingly, it might as yet be an wnapyire 
priaved place. 

Friday, 17th.—Diego put the two women in requisition 
to-day, to assist him in the field; while Xavier hega 
the ereetion of @ storehouse for provisions, at o little 
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distance from the south-west end of our dwelling-house. 
‘This storehouse cost our carpenter a great deal of labour; 
for it was regularly bailt with boards, and shingled 
over; *0 that he had not completed it before Tuesday, 
the Vth of February, by which time the plantation- 
work was also nearly completed, although on a much 
more extended scale than formerly; for not only all the 
good ground between the mansion and woodland region 
bad been cultivated, but the fertile plots between the 
spring and rock also. 

‘There yet remained much of the former harvest in 
wore. Our fowls and dacks had multiplied, and our 
young goats had kidded three amongst them. The wild 
bananas, put in near the spring, had attained their full 
growth, The sugar canes und pines had thrown out 
many offsets, which had been transplanted; and both the 
one and the other were approsching maturity. Diego 
had made cigars from his tobacco during the rains, of 
which from time to time he bronght me an offering. 
And the bad weather gave occasion also to a new species 
of domestic industry—the platting of narrow strips of 
the cabbage-palm leaf into continued extension, called 
sinnetto, which the women sewed together in form, 
making of it a hat, comewhat rude in shape, but light in 
texture: holding ont an earnest of something better on 
‘a fotmre day. In short, peace, harmony, plenty, and 
promise, surrounded our dwelling: and it only remained 
to keep alive in our hearts a daily and habitual thankful- 
ness to the Giver of all things. During this period, my 
dear wife and myself, with Mira and Pidele, took many 
‘a happy walk; but passed the heat of the day generally 
within our new palace, enjoying the few books we had 
the good fortune to bring out with us. 
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shot, and then apother; but he still kept his course. T 
then thought a volley might be more impressive — if 
three muskets fired togother may be #0 called !—for the 
finsiness had become excoodingly serious; and the poor 
negroes were almost frightened to death, at the sight of 
the Spanish flag so near to them. 1 therefore fouded the 
three muskets with haste; und advancing close to the 
brink of the promontory, we gave him the contents apon 
his dock ; the effect of which I do not know, further 
‘than that ho immediately hauled his wind, and etood out 
to sea for five or six miles, nnd then hove to again. 

On observing this, I requested my dear wife to remain 
iy the flag-staff, with the women, until I should sond for 
her, or return to ber. She readily nequieseed; and I 
added my desire that she should give me notice, if she 
saw the brig standing in again. I now hastened to the 
shore with the men; and embarking in the canoe, rowed 
@ut to the schooner, which had anchored off the wood- 
land regions. 1 jumped on board, with my pistols in 
my belt, and wus heartily greeted by the captain and his 
ero. “If it bad not been for your men on the height,” 
said he, “we shonld have been tken by yon Guarda 
‘Costa; but they gave him a dose, I guess, and he is off. 
What island is this?” continued he: “I did not know 
‘that our mation had » gurrison on any of these places.” 
—"T um happy to see you here in sufety, friend,” T 
replied; “ but lave you neither cannon nor musketry?” 
—" None,” answered he,— Then I hope,” said I, 
“that we shall see the guarda costa no more; for you 
see all wy before you; and as to the name of 
the inland, I know no more of it than youreelf; however, 
Your business now is to lend, and leave your vossel to ite 
fate. If the guarda costa should persist in coming in, 
he cannot bat succeed in taking her, and in burning our 
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dwellings; but if he attempts to take you and us, we will 
do our best against him.” The captain and crew were 
altogether six in mumber: Sor he eae 
and accompanied us om shore; whence 
with me directly to the height, where my dear wit and 
her companions received them 

From hence we had the extiefustion 10 nea the) 
increase his distance: so, leaving Navier and bis wife by 
tho flag-staff, to keep watch, I descended with the ret 
of our party to the beach; where I desired the 
to warp his vessel as close in as he could to the shory 
and afterwards give me the pleasure of his company 
dinner, He readily did as I bid him, moving: ber inte 
the little buy below the cotton tree; and disembarked 
time enough to appear at our family meal. Rota, ber 
over, made it rather a feast, presenting us with a Yasker 
dish of sult pork and pumpkin, I suppose in honour of 
our guest; to which she added a brace of mullet, ands 
roast chicken. A decanter of Canary was placed at my 
clbow. A table laid out with all the circumstances of 
Enropean equipment, and served with sach 
and capital wine too, in so out of the way a place, ex 
‘ently caused much surprise in the captain, Tropa 
at every thing out of the corner of his eye. I hoped 
did not see the empty box I sat on fora chatr, the # 
and the lady occupying the only two T had. ‘However, | 
he neither made remarks, nor asked questions; bat ext — 
his dinner, saying « few words now and then om his late 
Twrrow escape. Ad whee dinner oe feed | 
us his story. 

He belonged to Norfolk, in Virgina; bad il 
Santa Martha, on the Spanish Main; taking ( 
Nicholas Mole, in St. Domingo, on his way, 
barked flour, and some goods of English manufsetury, 
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ordered to remain on the height, to strike the colours at 
sunset, and at the same time to fire a musket, if' the brig 
should be in sight. Our guest reported, that the brig 
was still lying to, about six miles off; and probably, he 
thought, might drop anchor, and stand in with the sea- 
breeze. “ Would you venture to do so, captain?” said 
I; “not knowing bat by so doing you might ran into 
a tmp! He will not dare it,” continued I, * you may 
rely on Ht, without a previous reconnoitre: however, 
during the night he cannot stir, and in the morning we 
shall eco his movements. After coffee, bring your dollars 
‘on shore, and hide them in the sand, whore you oxn put 
your hand on them: there is nothing better than caution, 
If you loe the schooner, you will save your money; and 
if he burn our houses, we shall at least be as well off xx 
you, for we are not penniless; and I will defy him, with 
all his crew, to attack our persona with success, if we 
are driven to fight him from the heights, So that, if 
the worst come, we shall save our lives and our money, 
and our liberty too; for these much-valued negroes that 
surround mo, ure free as Iams; and I would rather risk 
my life for the preservation of their freedom, than for 
my own wealth.” 

Mach of my conversation wes to him a riddlo; but he 
had something else to think of just then, than the pro- 
pounding of riddles, After the return of Diego, who 
had fired the musket when he hauled down the colours 
at sunset, the captain proposed to wish us“ Good sight,” 
that all might retire to rest, and so be up early in the 
morning, to keep an eye on the brig. “That won't 
do, captain,” said 1; “wo must watch all night. ‘Two 
of your men shall go with mine, armed with m eonple 
of muskets, and four bourding-pikes, and row guard 
at the back of the promontory, lest the enemy should 





1735. NARRATIVE. 267 
send in his boat to reoonnoitre, and, finding no one on 
the alert, surprise us.” The captain consented to my 
proposition, and sent two men on shore, to whom I 
gave some coffee; and having conferred with Diogo and 
Xavier, they readily consented to go with them in the 
canoe, and keep a good look-ont. I furnished the party, 
as I had proposed, with hoarding-pikes and fire-arms, 
not forgetting a supply of ball cartridges; and I dosired 
them to take with them some food, and the canteen, 
Being thus equipped, they put off in the canoe, which 
was a fine boat of the kind, to row 

We could not think of sleeping, and the women re- 
mained with us in the great hall; some provisions, and 
a calabash of water, being in readincas to take to the 
height, should wo be driven to the oxtremity of retiring 
thither. About midnight we heard the report of muskets, 
which alarmed ns not a little; so that we went out on the 
‘open ground before the house, where the eaptain and his 
remaining four men soon joined us, they having pulled 
off from the schooner in their bont, the moment they 
heard the firing. I had two pikes left, and one musket, 
and my pistols, which I quickly mustered together, with 
half a dozen good felling axes; and gently whispering 
my wife to stay with the women, I hastened, with the 
captain und hie men, followed by hor prayers for my 
safety, to the boat; and desiring them to row as quickly 
‘as they could to the assistance of the canoe, they obeyed 
without a word. We pulled lustily round the point, the 
firing being still kept up by a shot now and then. We 
‘soon joined the canoe, aad saw the Spanish boat about a 
cable's Jongth outside of her. They were both tying on 
their oars, exchanging a shot, now and then, at cach 
other. On our coming wp to the canoe, I was glad to 
find none in her wounded; and the two sailors, all alert, 





+ T have taken you from the Spaniard, I 
mu any right that I may have acqui 
tore do not hesitate to tell you that you are 
ill not venture to tell you that the law. of 
y not think otherwise. So if you should gu 
island, do not be surprised if the authorities 
\ despise the manumission I would give you, 
ate of your liberty.” They understood me 
vd thanked me over and over again, saying 
lo anything I wished. “Very well,” said 
talk over the matter by and by.” I now 
9, and told him to take the men, and treat 
of ourselves; adding, that for the present 
with him and Xavier. “What are your 

|, addressing myself again to the Bermu- 
Martin, sir,” answered the one: “Jenny 
lied the other.—“O, you are Christians, 

* returned IL—O yes, massa, you see 
0? Were you ever baptized?” said 
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—«That was right,” she exclaimed ; “that was as it 
should be.” While my soul's dearer part, and I, were 
thus conversing, Diego and Xavier were also exciting 
vivid emotions in their female auditory ; and, interested 
ax I was in the deep feelings of my dear wife, my atten- 
tion could not help being sometimes drawn aside by the 
ridiculous gostares of Diego, and the ludicrous manner 
of his mixing Spanish and English in his recital. 

It was not long before the captain and his six men, 
together with the two negro captives, bringing with 
them the eight Spanish muskets, and our own weapons, 
arrived. I directed that all should come ing and os 
there were no other seats for the men, I requested them 
to sit on the floor. Rota was desired to place before 
them the provisions which had been provided for our 
retreat to the promontory, while I took a bottle of hol- 
lands from the case, and made a bowl of grog, serving it 
round myself; not passing Diego and Xavier, nor the 
two Bermudian negroes we bad rescued from the Spa- 
niards, After they were all refreshed, the captain’s crew 
were sent on board, taking the two Bermudians with 
them for the night. The captain and myself now took 
some refreshment, and by the time we had finished, the 
day began to dawn. “Up, Diogo,” said I, “and be 
reaily to hoist our colours, and fire a musket, at sunrise: 
the Spaniard must see we are not asleep.” Diego felt 
what the French call Vesprit de corps: in @ moment 
he caught up the musket, cxamined it to see if all was 
right, and sot off for the flag-staff, Exactly as the sun 
rose, he discharged his piece; and as be hoisted the 
ensign, perhaps, stout-henrted as he wns, he wished a 
oyage to our enemy, hoping to see hint no more. 
In about an hour, he returned to us. “Well, Diego,” 
eaid IL, ie the Spaniard gone ?”—* No, sir,” he replied; 
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“not gone; sail all wp; wait for sea-breeze.”"—T reckon 
that ix just the case,” observed the captain: “now, if you 
pleases" continued he I will go on board, and turn in,” 
To this I assented; and, as soon ox he departed, made 
my dear wife Lie down in the cot, while I piled up the 
arms in our own room, and disposed of the ammunition, 
‘She entreated me to take rest, but that, at present, I told 
her, was impossible. T could not sleep till the enemy 
was fairly gone. I therefore directed Xavier and his 
wife to go up to the Hag-staff, and sleop turn and turn 
about; so keeping a sufficient look-out on the brig. They 
cheerfully complied ; and I made Diego retire to his hut 
and lie down, as his wife and daughter were both fast 
asleep on the floor in one corner of the hull. After all 
this, C went softly into our bed-room, to sit down quietly 
near my dear wife, and there to turn many important 
matters over in my mind; but ehe was awake, and eaid, 
* You noed not tread so softly, dear Edward; Tam not 
asleep." How happy I am you rescued those two poor 
Bormudian nogroes from the Spaniard! I suppose he 
would have sold thom in the end.”"—* Very likely, dear,” 
I replied; “T also rejoice they are here; for they will 
add strength to our little colony, whether we go or stay.”” 
— That, too, is a zood thing,” she replied ; * for what 
m dreadful circumstance would it he t our poor negro 
friends here, if they should ever fall into the bands of 
their old masters again!” 

In this way we talked, until the morning was consider- 
ably advanced; for my Eliza could not close her cyes, 
60 was her spirit awake; and for me, it only remoincd 
to seek refreshment in a good bath and change of linen. 
Rota and her daughter were now aroused from their 
slambers, and sct about cleaning the hall and laying 
breakfast. By this time Xavier and his wife retarned 
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and aaked what were his plans, now the coast was clear? 
In this question I inquired when bo meant to gail, and 
where he was bound to? Tam bound for the Chew 
peake,” returned he; “but the schooner leaks so fast, 1 
will not venture to put to sea without looking at ber 
bottom: and to do that, I guess we must heave her 
down.” —“ You shall not want assistance,” I replied; 
“ look out for a place that will suit your purpose, and let 
me know.” 

After breakfast, he wont along the beach im his boat, 
and in about an hour reappeared, telling me he thought 
the best place would be the southern side of the rocky 
point, near the run of water. “ Vory well,” said 1; “set 
about the work at daylight to-morrow morning; and, 
meanwhile, lend me a couple of your hands to-day, 1 
assist in transferring some casks of provisions from # 
dweolling-house, to a store that we have just finished.”"— 
“ T may do that,” ho replied, “ if four men can keep the 
schooner dry, 1 guess.” Diego was now ordered-to mave 
all the barrels from his house to the store, which be said 
ho would do epeedily, with the assistance of the two sailors 
from the schooner, and the two Bermudians, Leaving 
him to his work, I desired Xavier to keep in attendance 
on me: then giving my wife my arm, and accompanied 
hy the captain, and followed by Mira and Fidele, we 

. walked through the woodland region to the plank-howse. 
“ This place,” mid I, “captain, will do to stow your cargo 
in. What is it?"— Nothing but cacao, in. bags,” be 
replied,—" Weil,” said I, “ what this house won't hold, 
you must cover over on the beach with a sail,” 

I then addressed myself to Xavier, telling him, that st 
the ship's repairs would be going on #0 mear our five 
stock, we must take precautions they should not get hurt 
by accident or carelessness. I therefore directed him te. 
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immodistely set about boarding up the entrance of the 
thicket from one side to the other; adding, that when it 
was done, the poultry must be penned in there, until the 
work about the echooner was completed. I pointed where 
there were plenty of planks lying at hand, and he knew 
where there were hinges and locks to spare, for a door. 
Xavier cheerfully said he would do his best, but must 
have help, to do it quickly. On this, as the place was 
in the shade, T volunteered my assistance ; the captain 
instantly did the same; and both together we soon dug 
a trench in the sand between two and three feet deep, 
from rock to rock, across the mouth of the opening, that 
enclosed the thicket and the care. While Xavier placed 
the planks on end in the trench, we followed his move- 
ments; re-filling it with the sand, to make firm the foun- 
dation of our wooden wall. In this way we made short 
work of it, finishing our part by two o'clock; at which 
hour we all returned to the plantation house, taking with 
‘we the two camp stools from our old palace. The other 
‘had dined ; so we sont Xavior his dinner from our 
table; und thinking himself thus honourably regaled, lie 
husstened back with his wife, to nail some boards across 
‘the thicket fence, and to put in a few props, having thon 
only to finish his job by hanging a plank-mado door, 
with lock and hinges. 
_ An hour before sunset, the provision casks were all re~_ 
moved from Diogo’s dwelling to the storehouse ; and thon: 
he most courteously gave up his house, to accommodate 
the crew of the schooner while heaving down. 1 sent for 
hits, and told him the schooner was to be hauled up to 
the rock, early the next morning, to be unloaded; and 
‘afierwards to be hove down there, to repair her bottom; 
‘ts consequence of this, I wished a good supply of mullet 
for thé mes, to be taken that night by toreblight, and put 
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into the conservatory. T added, that we would walk over 
at the proper time to witness the exploit. I also desired 
him to find a new position for the fish-pots; perhaps off 
the rocky shore of the open ground, or towards the south- 
em part of the promontory. He replied, it should all be 
done; and he hoped, as I was so kind to the people, they | 
would behave themaclyes well. The captain said be would | 
answer for that; “and so will I too," replied I; for“ it 
shall be my business to make such arrangements as will 
prevent their misconduct ingthemselves, at least towards 
ma 


After coffee we walked over to the isthmar, taking ell 
our household with us Xavier had just completed his 
work: and there was now a general muster, and driving 
of the ducks and poultry into the enclosed thicket; whew 
a hole had been previously made in the earth, anda 
bucket of water sunk into it for them todrink; alsoa goad 
allowance of bruised corn wns scattered about; amd see 
ing my prisoners all busy pecking, 1 locked the gate, 
and put the key in my pocket; my wife and myself, 
having a knowledge of what was locked in, besides 

and fowls, 

Free the sie spend ee 
fishing; having, by my desire, the two Bermudiams with 

him. The mullet soon begas to spring, aad dropped so 
thick into the punt, that Jemmy Purdy, in his eagemes 
to gather them into the central part that contained yater, 
fell overboard; and in attempting to get into the 
‘again, he caused her to heel over #0 much that she: 

and turned hie companion and Diego, torch and all, into 
the sea; the lucky fish, the while, made their 
ee 
deal at the accident, as tho men scrambled out, Xavier 

then insisted on anaking the Sishing with the women, 
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while the drowned rats went home and changed their 
clothes; but the poor fellows would not be so mastored : 
they stripped off their shirts, lighted « new torch, and 
‘went to it again with equal sport and more carc; finish- 
ing by throwing 2 large supply into the conservatory. 
We then left them: and I desired the trio to call at the 
house, in their way home, to receive a glass of grog each; 
which they did; and as they drank it, Diego said,“ Much 
obliged to you, Jemmy Purdy.” Jemmy, who also was 
a wag in his way, replied with “ Your good health, Dou 
Diego;” and from that time his companions often ad- 
dressed him 90, which Diego always took in good part, 
and sometimes with no small feeling of pride and conse- 
quence. The fact was, Diego had a namesake, wn officer 
im the guarda costa, whom Jemmy Purdy always bad 
been accustomed to address in that manner; but it was 
pecaliarly ridicalous to us, from other associations. 

We then smoked # vigar ; when I took the opportunity 
of telling the captain as much of our history as I thought 
expedient; mentioning my wish to return to Jamaica as 
s00n as I could find the means; intending to bring from 
thence men, and such things as might be necessary to put 
4 jury mainmast into our brig, and to othorwise equip her 
for sea, so a8 to take us afterwards to Hondurws. He 
said, be guessed I should have to wait a long time 
before I found a vewel going to Jamaica. This was the 
amount of his reply, which I did not like, being a very 
cold-hearted way of treating the subject. Here, then, the 
matter rested ; but after he took his leave, my dear wit: 
said to me, “I perceived you were not pleased with that 
man's answer to what you intended as an appeal to his 
ward: you deserve his gratitude, as well as his sympathy; 
but where there is little generosity of feoling, money can 
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genorally do every thing; and if you choose to have his 
vessel, it is in your power to buy it."—* I think you are 
right, my love,” I replicd; * but I will say nothing to 
him on the subject, until the schooner iz nearly ready for 
Pry 

Friday, 14th.—The schooner was hauled to the rock; 
and the people commenced unlonding. T sent for the 
captain to breakfast ; during which, he asked me to assist 
him with my negroes, T told him they were all free men, 
but I would speak to them on the subject; and, when the 
business was done, if they helped him, he must settle with 
them for their labour, at the same rate he would pay at 
Norfolk. To this, after some quibbling, he agreed, 1 
then sent for Diego and Xavier, and the two Bermudians, 
and repeated in their presence what I had just proposed 
to which ho substantially nssonted. “As far as depends 
on myself, captain,” said T, “you and your men shall 
receive all hospitality and assistance.” The two negro 
houses were eventually given up; the one to the captain, 
the other to the erew; and the plantation shed was fired 
up for my own men: the women the while all sleeping ie 
the great hall. I took Diego and Xavier into council 
on this arrangement, of which they highly approved. A 
good doal of the cargo was got out, and eurried to the 
plunk-house the next day; while the women made pre- 
parations for the Sabbath, 

Sunday, 16th.—On tho proceding evening, the captain 
and myself had some argumentative conversation om the 
subject of his proceeding with his work on the Sabbath; 
to which determination of bis, T was at lost obliged t 
put my decided negative. On my pronouncing it rather 
stornly, he suid, with an air of stupid acquiticence, he 
must enter a protest, and he hoped I would not refuse to 
sign it, I assured him I certainly would sign it, if be 
should think it nocessary, 
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At ton o'clock, every one was summoned to prayers, 
which we endearoured to make as impressive us we 
could; but there was little attention, and no devotion, 
excepting on the part of our old friends and fellow Christ- 
jams. After divine service, I proposed to the captain (if 
it would be any amusement for him) to row round one 
of the islands before dinner; but he objected, saying his 
men were tired, and he reckoned they would rather lic 
down under the cotron tree. I then asked him if he 
would like to go with one of my people to the flay-staff. 
To this he assented ; and I desired Diego to attend him, 
and show him all civility. It scems, on the way, ho 
swore a little at me, for preventing their proceeding with 
the schooner on that day; but Diego reproved him 
sharply, and said to me the next day, when speaking of 
our guest, “ That captain, sir, not very good.” 

As the crew of the schooner were lying about idle, I 
thought it right to keep the rest of our own men at home 
also, among whom J included the Bermudians; and to 
Jet these see how I meant to deal with them, I desired 
Xavier to bring them to me. “ Friends,” suid I, it ix 
amy wish, if it should be yours, to take you into my fimnily, 
and to treat you us Ido those you found here. They will 
tell you how we live together; and if it bo agreeable to 
you to abide here, I will provide wives far each of you 
atno distant period. You shall cach have a house also, 
and a piece of land, for your comfort and support.” 
They both cried ont at once, they believed I was “a 

and true man; and a brave man too; and they 
woekl stick by me.”—“I am glad of it,” I replied; 
“and it will be my endeavour to make you happy.” 
Xavier, who understood very well the purport of what 
had parsed, shook them both by the hand, and said, 
“I very glad too.” 
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At noon, # good dinner was given to all bands; and 
at one, the captain returned and dined with us. Afier 
dinner he strolled about; while my dear wife and I re- 
mained within, reading the Bible; but after some time 
he came back to take coffee and a cigar, T cannot say 
we were cither much amused or odified by his conver 
sution; he spoke of the blacks, as if they were nothing 
better than beasts of burden; and ventured some jokes 
‘on the sober-minded people of New England, that were 
not received as be expected. “ You call yourselves 
Buckskins,” said my dear wife (after listening long with 
much patience to his nonsense), “and with anything but 
a feeling of brotherly love, you call your northern meigh> 
bour Brother Jonathan, sneering at bis quiet and peaceful 
demeanour, and deriding his most punctual observance 
of this most holy day. I will hope, captain,” continned 
she, “that the day may come when an American shall 
be ashamed of the name of Buckskin.” ‘This was rather 
severe, but he doserved it, While we wore talking, 
Diogo was reguling the schooner’s crew with some cigars 
of his making; but unluckily the captain had allowed 
the men to bring rum on shore without saying any- 
thing 10 me about it; and in consequence they became 
very noisy, which induced their sable host to break up 
the entertainment, and come to me with a whisper com- 
municating the state they wore in. I was not well pleased, 
0 that I rebuked my worthy Diego on the instant for 
allowing the introduction of rum in any quantity among 
them, requesting the captain at the same time never to let 
them have one drop beyond their allowance ax long ae 
they remained here; for intoxicated men could wot be 
governed. “I guess it was no rum of mino,” he replieds 
“some of their own stuff L reckon, There's no other 
time for them to drink it,” continued he, “ bat in harbour 
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upon Sundays." T contd scarcely restrain my indigna- 
tion at this reply: this much however escaped me—“ No 
owe shall drink rum here on Sundays, sir! I tell you 
that." On which he offered some sort of apology, which 
went litle further than to declare that the rum was not 
his; which, by the way, I could bave believed, without 
much ado to substantiate it. After this he soon took his 
leave; and, in trath, my dear wife and myself were so 
sick of these strangers, that we wished them gone, and 
rafely anchored in the waters of the Chesapeake. 1, 
however, saw every one to his quarters by eight o'clock ; 
and desired Diego and Xavier to get up wow and then 
during the night, and walk round the grounds, to observe 
whether all remained quict. After our retiring, my dear 
‘wife and myself poured out our hearts to God our Father, 
in thanksgiving for our lite deliverance; and in prayer 
for his grace to the obdurate, as well as to ourselves. 

Tn the course of the ensuing week, the crow unloaded 
and hove down the schooner. They found part of the 
false keel gone, and the end of a plank in the bottom 
pierced by the rocks on which she had struck. The eap- 
tain came to me, in great distress, when it was discovered ; 
for he had neither carpentor nor carpenter's tools on board. 
“Your bad condition,” said I, somewhat austerely,* would 
he likely to detain you longer bere than the observance 
‘of the Sabbath, if you wore loft to your own resources ; 
‘bat you shall not be left to them; all shall be done for 
you that you may require; and I hope, if you should 
be here nriother Sanday, I shall hear no more of a pro- 
test.” Ho now soemed rather ashamed of himself, if 
T did not mistuke the feeling that his embarrassment 
expressed. I, however, immediately sent for Xavier, and 
desired him to take a couple of felling axes, and go with 
the captain in bie bost to the place most likely to afford 
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a long, straight, and bard tree, to make n false keel; and 
to measure what he might want before he went, and 
bring away two or more Lrees, if newded, for the purpose 
required. This order was carried into effect without low 
of time; the whole of the crew being employed all that 
day, in hewing down the timber, and bringing it to the 
place where the schooner lay hove down, keel out. 

This matter being arranged, I took Diego with me 
to the ship, to ransack the steerage for some more sei- 
mon’s clothes, to rig the poor Bermudians; but we found 
little worth bringing away: so T determined to make free 
with some of our lost captain’s commonest things, ami 
by that moans made up a couple of kits for our two new 
colonists, Diego put them into two of the empty ches 
T hud before left in the steerage, and then as briskly eon 
veying them to the punt (for he delighted in the pleasure 
they would give), he rowed round to the plantation, 
where I met him, and deliversd them to Martin and 
Purdy, in the same way I had done to my shipwreckell 
friends, ‘The poor fellows were very thankful, and assisted 
cach other up with the chests to the plantation-shed, their 
present habitation ; where, as Diego afterwards told me, 
they overhauled them with great satisfhction, 

As the opportunity was a good one, my dear wife ani 
myself, followed only by our faithful little dog (Mira 
being desired to stay with her mother), made a wisit 
the cave, taking with us a basket of bruised corm. 1 
unlocked the gate, and locked it again after me, taking 
Fidelo in my arms; while my wife, holding the basket, 
strewed the corm to our clamorous poultry. We thea 
went into the cave, and I satisfied myself, by feeling the 
wall, that no ono had disturbed it. The object of our 
coming, being thus accomplished, we returned home, and 
sat down to dinner without our visiter, whose absence 
‘was to us a great relief 
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The captain, however, mado his appearance a little 
before sunset, in prime epirites telling us that he had got 
two capital sticks, which they had cut on the opposite 
shore, and hoped he would now soon be ready for sca. 
“ Ar: you driving for a market?” said T; “ or is it for a 
ew freight, that you are so anxious to proceed on your 
voyage!” — No,” returned he; “ but loss of time is 
loss of money. I am paid by the voyage, and not by the 
month ; the vessel is my own; and £ must makews much 
of her as I can.”—* And who does your cargo of cacao 
belong to?” eaid IL—* To the merchant Dwyer at Nor- 
folk,”” he replied. And what freight do you receive for 
that?" —“ O! I am to have so much for the run out, 
and home."—" Very well,” returned I: “ then you are 
‘not confined to time, so that you make the voyage in the 
end !"—* Yes," he said, “I am confined to time, be- 
eause every day's delay is time lost to me, which I might 
employ profitably if the voyage was finished.”"—“ Now 
T understand you," I replied; “I sce how it is, And 
since you have told me that the vessel is your own, no 
time shall be lost in repairing ber for you. | Every assist 
ance shall be given to your men, and I will pay my people 
for doing it, as, perhaps, you aro not vory rich.” He 
‘spoke in reply with some fecling on this, saying I over- 
powered him with my generosity; that he had a wife and 
familys and though, bosides the schooner, and the two 
‘thousand dollars he had with him, he owned a little farm, 
‘yet times wore hurd. He now seemed a little humanized ; 
and I felt disposed to muke every allowance wo old 
habits, and neglected religious edacation, for his sordid 
‘manner of procoeding. I, however, droppod the subject 
‘pearest to our hearts for the present; and after he had 
taken his cigar, we mutually wished ‘* Good night.” 

_ When he was gone, I said to my Eliza, “ You were 
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right; money is this man’s idol, I see we may takehim 
to Jataica, if we please; but T will not start the project 
to him, until the schooner is repaired and reloaded.” 
From this time, to the end of the week, every thing went 
on orderly; and on Sunday, the Sabbath wus observed by 
the new comers with some appearance of devotion. ‘The 
captain was in good humour, and afler prayers be pro- 
poted rowing out into the sound, where he woald arauae 
himself with making some observations on the course of 
the open channel. He did so; and having taken a com 
pass, and a pencil and paper with him, he noted sack 
Jandmarks as kept it open. On his return, he showed 
me the observations he had made, of which T gladly took 
a copy. 

The false keel being quite ready on the following 
Monday, it was fixed the noxt day; and, on Wednesday, 
a naw piece of plank, which I furnished, was pat in, and 
all well caulked, and payed with our own oakum and pitek 
before night. On Thursday, they were embarking the 
cacuo, which was packed in buge of about « hundred 
weight each, called a fanega. 

While siting after dinner, as T helped my guest to = 
glass of wine, I said to him, “ How long might it take » 
good sailing vexsel to beat up from this place to Kingston?” 
—T can't say,” he replied ; «1 guess three weeks, over 
or under, as the trade wind might veer."—“ Well sow, 
if it is a fair question,” I rejoined, “what may you have 
for the ran from Norfolk to Santa Martha, and back?” 
“Why,” suid be, “six hundred dollars: it should be 
seven hundred, but then I made more than that by the 
black fellows I bought at St, Domingo, on my way; 
and I had need, for I shipped two extra bands om 
their account; four, and myself, are men epoegh for the 
achooncr.”—*+ Pray,” contizmed I, what time did you 
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give yourself for the run, as you call it?’—“ Why, I 
gues,” mid he, “about three months at most; but f 
ahan't do it now within time.”—* Well now,” said £, 
“after all this, will you undertake to give me up your 
cabin, for my wife and myself, and somo money, to be 
handed at Kingston: and wait there three days, to see 
whether I can meet with a small vessel to purchase, to 
bring mo back hore to eave the brig and hor cargo? And 
for this trip I would give you half the amount you would 
receive for three months’ ran,"—“ That would be three 
hundred and fifty dollars, I reckon,” he replied.—* No,” 
I said, “three hundred dollars.” —“ I will think of it,” 
answered he, “and let you know in the afternoon.” He 
then went away, and returned a little before coffee time. 
“*T haye been thinking over your offer,” said he, “and 
have a mind to take it; but Lam afraid it would brenk 
my charter-party.” My dear wifr, who hitherto hat 
preserved silence when he and I were discussing the 
subject, abruptly spoke, and with energy. ‘You seem 
to forget,” sald she, “that the Spaniard would have 
beoken your charter-party, and reduced you and yours 
to beggury, if my brave and generous husband there, had 
not saved you.” On uttering this just reproof, sho got 
up, and walked into the adjoining room. ‘Tho fellow was 
stuck dumb by this appeal. At length, something re- 

himself, he stammered out—“ Well, I think I 
stall run all risks to oblige you; for, as your wife says, 
it woald have boon all up with us, but for you and your 
people. So 1 will undertake to land you at Kingston, 
with any money you may take in the cabin, on the terms 
you propose; bat we will hav a written agreement, if 
‘you please.” —“ Certainly,” said I; “two; one for you, 
aaedonefor me. Bot, now, if I iske one of my men with 
me, what will you charge for his passuge?”—« I don't 
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rap. 
returned he; will ten dollars be too much 2?” — 





I replied ; “I will pay it if he goes; and ten for 
a woman, if my wife chooses a fomale attendant.” I now 
got pen, ink, and paper, and, without delay, wrote an 
agreement, which he copied, and we duly signed them 


both, he taking the one written by me, I the one writien 
by him. 
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CHAPTER XII. 


Artex coffee, I begged the captain would excuse my 
requesting him to take his cigar to-night at his own 
quarters, as I wished to lose no time in making my ar- 
rungements for departure. He secordingly took his lenve. 
T instantly communicated to Eliza my decisive step, and 
almost in the same moment sent for Diego to come to 
me. Heobeyed, and I opened the business. He was too 
much astonished to make me any collected remarks, for 
some tine; but my point was gained so far, that he had 
learnt my intention first from myself, and thereby I had 
obviated the misgivings that might have arisen hud the 
people been first told it from any other quarter. I bade 
Diego come to me at sunrise next day, and bring Xavier 
with him, also the two Bermudinns. When we retired 
to rest, my dear wife and myself threw ourselves on that 
God who never had forsaken naj and after wehad prayed, 
we turned the matter over, looking at all the circum- 
stances of the case as narrowly us we could, the peace 
and comfort and security of our adopted fumily being 
near to our hearts. 

Friday, 28th.—My dearest helpmate, as well as myself, 
was up at daylight, and dressed, ready to receive our 
people. We had discussed together the propriety of giving 
Mira in marriage to one of the Bermadians, before we 
should leave our little establishment for even a temporary 
absence; and we determined on making the proposal at 
once to the damsel and her parents. When the people 
arrived, and were standing respectfully before us in the 
great hall, in a few words I told them I was going to 
Jamaica for tho purpose of buying a schooner to bring 
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buck for our use here, and also to collect a crew for the 
brig, to refit her for my future purposes. I added, that 
T wished to take one or two of them with me, and espe- 
cially Diego. The others all immediately volunteered, 
“1 shall have occasion for only one more,” sid 1; 
‘Cand if you will leave it to me, T will decide.” To this 
they cheerfully acquiesced. I took Diego aside into the 
store-room, and requosted my wife to call in Rota. “You 
have heard,” repeated I, * what Iam going to dos amd 
Tthink, Diego, we must tuke one of our Bermudians with 
us.'—T think 80, sir,” he repliod.— Well, then,” 
resumed I: “ Mira is a comely young woman, and if 
she would have no objection to accept of one of those 
clever fellows for # husband, E will marry them before T 
go, and we will take the other with us, and let him find 
a wife for himself at Kingston.” Diego and Rots laughed 
heartily, giving their immediate assent; but my wife 
desired Rota to bring in Mira, and ask her if she would 
like either of the Bermudians for « husband, When the 
question was put to the girl, she curtsied, and said she 
would rather go with her Donna Senora to Jumaics, 
My dear Eliza thanked her most grociously for this mark 
of her attachment, but told ber it could not be; however, 
she must make herself hoppy in knowing her affection 
was properly estimated; and so she would find on ber 
mistress’s return, The poor girl cried « good deal, and 
we left her and her parents together, While 

communing, I told Xavier to make an account of how 
muny days he and the others had worked on the schooner, 
and bring it to me after breakfnst, By the time I had 
fiviebed my directions to him, Diego and Rotw 

in the hall with their daughter, who now looked much 
abeshed, The mother whispered something to my wilt, 
who again whispered to me, that Mirn had fixed om Jack 
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Martin. On hearing this, I got up and called Martin 
out. I asked ra would he like to settle here, and 
eid Ne Nadal gee ‘Mira was a pretty 
and too.—* Yes, sir,"” he replied, “ would 

it, I like you, sir—I like the placc—I like Mira: 
hier fader and See very good poople, and she very 
pretty; good little girl, sir: will be very happy !"— 
potahing Martin,” fell 1y,T will znairy you to her 

on Folf And, now that the girl is to be your wifi, 
come in, and her father and mother ehall offer her to 
Fou, and yon shall accept her in my presence.” The 
scene wes rather ludicrous, Martin entered, bowing as 
he approached Diego, who returned the bows with a 
variety of steps and attitudes, and a pretended taking off 
the bat. Rota spoke first, “You to be Mira’s husband, 

Jack Martin?”—If Mira will have Jack Martin,” 
Ene the bridegroom. Mira hung down her head, but 
Rota clasped the von-in-law in her arms, and hugging 

him very hard and close, und kissing him heartily, ssid, 
“So you love Mira!” Martin embraced his good 
mother in turn, and then saluted the half-averted chock 
of Mira, at which our friends cheered; and I, placing 
their hands together, said “In a few days you shall be 

cone; and may God bless you!” 

‘The party then left the hull; and my dear wife and 
myself improved the opportunity, by considering closely 
the many things we had to do in the very short time we 
could command. The captain came to breakfast, and 
we talked over the business of our departure. After the 
seal, I sent for Pardy and Diego. “Purdy,” said I, 
“if you choose to go with me to Jamaica, and return with 
me hither, I will take yous and if you can find a freed 
‘woman there that will murry you, 1 will bring you back 
‘together: but if you are not so lucky, I will purchase a 
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wife for you from a slave ship—any girl there you may 
choose."=— Will go, and return with you, sir,” replied 
he: “and will do as please God.” —* That is well sid, 
James Purdy,” obscrved my dear Eliza; “I believe 
thou art a single-hearted, honest fellow.” —“ Thank yoo, 
ma'un," suid he, “you very good to think black man 
good.""—“ Well,” returned I, “ that i arranged; go; T 
shall want you by and by.” Ho maden bow blithely anit 
gratefully, not quite with a heau air, but joy amd truth 
were in it.—O goodnature and kindness of heart! what 
blessings do ye impart to the possessors, and to all around 
thom, even when yo find your place among those mie 
called the outcasts of the human race! I felt happy in 
thinking I should have this honest fellow, as well us our 
trusty Diego, with us during the voyage. 

After Purdy withdrew, I asked for Xavier, who was 
ready with the account of work done. Eight dolla 
were charged for himself, and six for cach of the other 
men; making altogether twenty-six dollars, whieh I 
thoaght very reasonable wages; and I desired him te 
come in with his fellow-workmen after our dinner. He 
did s0, ond I puid them before the captain, out of some 
money we had brought with us from Jamaica, for our mse 
at St. Goorge’s Key, After they wore gone, the captain 
said it wns great bospitality, and he always would remem- 
ber it. But notwithstanding this fine speech, when Itoh 
him I intended to take Pardy in his vessel, as well as 
Diego, he did not seem at all disposed to remit the ten 
dollars for the extra passenger; and, as fortunately, 
moncy was now no object to me, I only pitied the man 
who might be so unlucky as to bo in his gripe. 

By Satorday middle day, the cargo was ae co 
embarked. I took the occasion to purchase from 
{hres ingiof tho ence foro doub eat ek nem 
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him on delivery; giving one bag 10 Rota, to use for our 
people; but loeking up tho other two in the store-room 
of the house, During Saturday afternoon, we pat on 
board both the hencoops from the brig, inhabiting them 
with « few young fowls and ducks, about a dozen alto- 
gether. One coop might have served; but I moant to fill 
oth, on my return, with another description of poultry, 
Some biscuit, butter, yams, pumpkins, and melons, were 
ent on board; also the last dozen of our wine, and adue 
portion of ground coffee, and sugar. All thie being done, 
the captain expected to sail on Sunday morning; but to 
that I would not conseat. I told him, I had three days 
by the chartor-party: the coming Sabbath should go as 
one; and on Monduy we would weigh anchor with the 
first of the seabreeze. He made no more objection 10 
the delay, under its conditions; and it was agreed that 
wwe should sail as I had fixed it. 

‘In this short interval I had many things to do, and 
slid them. wrote certificates of freedom for ench person 
in the island, to he left behind with them; and I gave 
instructions to Xavier and Rota, how every thing was to be 
eondacted in my absence. Tho Bermudians, meanwhile, 

to me the measure of the remaining mast and 
garde of the brig, to cnable me to bring from Jamaica 
spare for a fiched mainmast and boom, and yarns to 
supply those carried away during the storm; as also 
mw complete suit of suils. I left all the fire-arme, pikes, 
ete. in Xavier's charge, together with some ammunition, 
charging him not to uso them but for self-preservation. 
Timd thought it best not to wuffer anything of the kind 
to be taken into the schooner, excepting my own Briel 
and the sword I had received from the Spaniard. On 
Saturday night all arrangements wore completed; and 
nothing remained for embarkation, but ourselves, our cot, 
trunks, and money. 
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Sunday, 2d March—We endeavoured to drew all 
hearts round us this day in prayer; and the strangers 
seemed more disposed to the exercises of devotion thay 
heretofore. After divine service, I solemnized the mar- 
riage of Martin and Mira, and strove to impress them 
with the sanctity of the vow they reciprocally took. 1 lind 
got over my clerical seruples, by calling to mine that the 
Jaw of England recognised any man a minister, who had 
® congregation ; and although dissenters were not com- 
petent to perform the marriage ceremony, yet justices of 
the peuce, and other public functionaries, were, in our 
colonies, and especially in these seas: for instance, thent 
is neithor clergyman nor lawyer at the Bay of Honidaras, 
the magistrate being priest und jadge. 

T ordered a plentiful dinner for the whole purty; and 
that we might separate for awhile ander the most cheerful 
impressions, I added as much toddy, and coffee, and cigars, 
as would do them good. Besides, though we did not 
quite approve of anything like merriment on the Sabbath, 
yet in this circumstance we felt ourselves compelled to 
atlow them to dance; which they did, till nearly ten 
o’clock, T then signified my wish that we should all retire 
to rest, ‘The word was instantly obeyed; and the captain 
and his crew, also, made the best of their way to their 
vessel, Martin and his bride went to her fither’s house; 
Xavier and his wife to thelr own, Diego and Rota toak 
up their lodgings in the great hall, ws T should wamt them 
both before daylight. My dear wife and I sat up in eon 
ference all night, and finished the closing of the Sabbath, 
by pmyer and thanksgiving to our ‘Pather, 
entreating for the continued influence of the Holy Spirit, 
and the favour of his divine grace und protection; and 
that now we were about to use the riches he had placed be 
our hands, that he would guide us in all things: 
their appropriation. 
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Tn shout an hoar after midnight, we arranged our 
trunks, and tied up the bag of doubloons in two strong 
handkerchiofs. Thisdoue, I awoke Diego and his faithful 
helpmate; and, after talking to them a short while on 
some ordinary mutters, I quietly said, “You mast now 
go with us, to bring my money from the place I have 
kept it in, for wo must house it at the plank-hoase by 
daylight, ready to he pat on hoard the schooner in the 
morning.” We accordingly set forth to our hidden 
treasure, My Eliza gave Rots balf a dozen candles and 
the tinderbox, to carry. I bad provided also for the 
occasion, some small rope, a hammer and nails, a piece of 
cane bruised at one end for a brush, and the ink-bottle. 
Diego took Fidole in his arms, and, with my dear wife 
hanging by my side, we made our way by moonlight to 
the thicket. T unlocked the gute, entered, and locked it 
after us, We passed thenos into the cave, whore we struck 
a light; and giving a candle to my wifo, and another to 
Rota, T commenced taking down the stones from the side 
of the place, to the great surprise of Diego; but in which 
work he soon began to assist me. In « few minutes tho 
former entrance hole was cleared, and I cropt through 
it, into the inner cavern. Then receiving # lighted cxndle 
from my Eliza, she and our faithful domestics immediately 
followed me within. There was nothing to be seen but 
boxes, and they were all very small, excepting one, so that 
no emotions were excited by such an appearance. If their 
contents had been spread out on the floor, the effect would 
aye been very difforent. I proceeded instantly to nail 
down the large box, containing the various wrought 
articles of value; and having quickly completed that job. 
Diogo and myself lashod it well up with rope; and I 
marked it E.5. We then proceeded to cord the thirtocn 
boxes that held the doublons, which, when so done, I 
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marked in the same manner, adding their numbers in 
Roman figures, from I, to XLII. This work cost us the 
labour of three hours; and after it was finished, we found 
thut much time would be required to get the boxes out, 
‘on account of their weight. Afler a moment's thought, 
I sent Diego for a plank, and by its means easily and 
quickly accomplished it, About one-third of the plank 
was placed through the hole (the lower edge of which was 
two foet from the ground), the plank having its short emi 
resting on tho floor of the inner cxye, while the long end 
in the outer cave stood up five or six feet. We then 
placed « couple of boxes on the extremity of the plank 
within the recess; and, while Diogo kept them in their 
places, I took hold of the lever end of the plank in the 
great care, and gradually brought it to the ground; by 
thas raising the boxes on the inner end of the plank, in 
the manner of two boys on a see-saw, they easily and 
safely were made to slide down into the outer cave. 
‘When all the treasare was got out, we replaced the stoner; 
and T desired our assistants never to mention this interior 
spot to any one, as it might ogain serve some important 
purpore. To this thoy gave mo their promiee. 

By daylight, we had carried all the troaritre to the 
plunk-house; the large chest being the least heary af 
the whole. “Go, Diego,” said I, “and take leave of 
your frionds for a little time; wo will stay bere till you 
return. But you, Rota, hasten home to get breakfast 
Peet eat whee Date nee 
take it; and then prepare for embarkation.” 
faired, andl wo left him soho of ag MEGS 
directions not to quit the spot sll T sent Xavier t/a 
to assist in putting them on board. 

With care on our brow, my beloved and myself now 
walked once more, arm in arm, throngh that woodland 
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region, where eo often we had strayed with joyous and 
Vight hearts, with no companion but our affectionate 
Fiidele, no watchfulness, but for the growth of our pump. 
‘kin and melon beds. Now we were opprested by riches, 
and the desire of acting with prudence and precaution 
with respoct to all the persons Providence had connocted 
with wx As we npprouched our dwelling, we looked 
on the silk-cotton tree with a sigh, under whose friendly 
shade we 0 often had reposed in undisturbed felicity ; 
thinking it might be possible we never should repose 
there again. But the assembling of our people around 
us, roused our encrgies : we paid our compliments to the 
new-married couple ; and J talked aside with Xavier on 
many points to which T directod his attention. 

While at breakfast the captain came on shore, and we 
hurried tocmbark. Xavier lushed up our cot; he and 
‘Martin corded the trunks; and then, with my pistols in 
my belt, and my spy-glass in my hand, with my soul's 
treasure, my Eliza, under my arm, and Fidele close at 
her foot, I found myself in a few minutes in the boot 
thet was to row us to the schooner. We had stepped in 
from the beach of the plantation. Most of our thing» 
were already on board, and safely stowed away; and we 
00m reached the vessel, which, at my request, lay with 
her side to the rock. Whon we arrived, and embarked 
with the remainder of our luggage, the captain thought 
all was on board, a8 one of the trunks was rathor heavy; 
but TD told him tho money was yet to be brought, and it 
was for that reason 1 had wished him not to haul out. T 
now sent Xavier and the two Bermudians to Diogo, at 
the plank-louse, to assist him in bringing the boxes on 
board; telling Rota to remain there till all were fotched 
away. Ikept the deck; while my dear wife, who went 
below, saw the boxes taken down, and stowed commo- 
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diously in the cabin: Rota accompanied the Tast; with 
which I went down myself, and counted them: after 
which T locked the cabin down. 

‘We were now all on deck, and the schooner baaled 
out from the rock, with our canoe alongside, as well ax 
hia boat. When he was about to hoist sail, my wife and 
I took an affectionate leave of those we were to leave 
behind. The women wept bitterly, while my dear Blize 
endeavoured to console them by a faithful promise of our 
return, should it 80 please God; and, with our anited 
parting blessing, wo enjoined them to keep the Sabbath 
with all possible holiness, Being now under sail, Xavier 
and Martin were desired to land the women, and then 1 
follow us to sea in the canoe, until we should haul down 
our colours, We went out with a fine breeze; and, after 
rounding the promontory, I requested the captain to 
proceed under easy sail till we got clear of the reefs and 
shoals. I took the sketch I had made from my pocket, 
and carefully noted the landmarks for the channel, as we 
went along; causing the lead to be hove every now and 
then, to mark the soundings. We continued to stand oo, 
nearly duo south, edging away, and hauling wp occasion 
ally to avoid a shoal, for nearly three hoars, leaving the 
canoe considerably astern; and as T saw po oceashon by 
take the poor fellows further out to sen, we hauled down 
our colours, and they returned ; at which time we might 
he twelve or fourteen miles off the land,—shoals anil 
breakers extending as far as we could see, both enst aed 
west of us, At twelve o'clock we took an observation, 
making the latitude 14* 20° north, About two vr. we 
had brought the broken water to the westward, abaft the 
beam, the promontory bearing x. 4 #., distant aboot 
cight leagues; that beight, and the high blodis of the 
westernmost island, uppearing as two rocks. We now 
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clged away to the westward, and presently brought these 
two landmarks in one, which I now set at s,s. 2. 
Finding the broken water still abaft the beam, we kept 
away west, and gradually hanlod to the wind, on the 
starboard tack, having the broken water upon the beam 
ll nearly sunset; by which time we suw nothing but & 
clear sea al] round us, We continued to stand on the 
same tack all night; but sbout ten o’elock we had passed 
over the tail of a sand bank, where the water broke a 
Tittle, and on the edge of which there wns but threo 
fathoms water. After this escape, we thought it pradent 
to keep the vessel away a little; bat the night being 
clear, and nothing to be seen like broken water, we again 
hauled to the wind, and stood on till daylight, when we 
‘went about on the other tack, and at noon we saw the 
fan again bearing x.m., distant about seven leagues, 
with a great deal of intermediate broken water. We 
stood on towards the land for an hour, when we dis- 
covered a hummock in the distance; but the water 
shoaled, and we neared the breakers, which obliged us 
to tack. In an hour I requested the captain to go about 
again; and as we were working to windward to get up 
to Jamaica, it was all the same to him; so he did it, 
arti] we brought the distant easternmost hummock to 
hear south, and then shut it in; by which I was satisfied 
we were off the north end of the islands, and the hum- 
oek T saw in the distance was onr dear promontory. T 
requested the captain to continue to work to windward 
by tacks of en hour, all the afternoon, to give me an 
opportanity of making notes and eketches as to the dif- 
ferent appearances of the land; but before the sun set we 
pather hend to the northward, taking leave of the island. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


We kopt our eyes upon our island howe, while aay 
trace of it could be ween, As the 
her course, it became loss and less apparent, gradeally 
sinking in the wave; still something appeared like = 
small cloud on the horizon, whea 
ceived by us, the eun went down, and I snw the Bittle 
speck no more. In the it my Eliza and myelf 
folt ns when some dear friend passed away beneath o=r 
eye to the -world of spirits, We took 
hand in silence, and sat down upon the deck. Here 
sweet partner was not slow to cheer mo 
words, while the thoughts that gave them 
warmed her own bosom. Thus cheered, we 
wt she talked, 1 seemed to forget all but 
heard, and saw. It was a peerless night — 
canopy, studded with a thousand stars, appenzed 
scendent loveliness above us, while my own embodied 
angel leaned on my arm, diseoursing of joys 
ible of ulloy, whose fountain is highar than the heavens. 
During the greater part of the night, we walked the 
deck; and when we descended to our cabin, we left the 
captein in full expectation of being able to fetoh the west 
end of Jamaica without making « tack, if the wind should 
continue steady. 
‘On tho following day the breeze was not so favourable, 
‘but at the expiration of a week we made the | 
above Blucficlds, From hence wo beat up to windward, 
taking advantage of the land wind by night; and on the 
tonth day from taking our departure from the islands, 
the schooner dropped anchor at Kingston, ae newt ae 
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posible to Mr. Dickinson's wharf, I now took my 
pistols from my belt, being again within the circle of old 
England's protective righ. Ti This was on Wednestay, 
the 12: day of March, 

I lost no time in writing a note to Mr. Dickinson, and 
despatebed Purdy with it: he soon returned with n clerk 
of the store, who told me, Mr. Dickinson was dead; but 
that his employer, Mr. Green, who now occupied the 
premises, had a good deal of Mr. Dickinson's business ; 
and would be happy todo anything for me I ehould wish. 
T answered him, that I had some boxes of money to put 
im safe charge; and that I would thank him to take a 
house or commodious lodgings for myself, my wife, and 
two servants, a3 near the water as possible, for the better 
setommodation of business. Afler receiving his promise 
fo exeeute my wishes immediately, E added that I would 
femain on board until he had accomplished the object, 
when the schooner should haul to his employer's wharf, 
and land the money. I sont Purdy with him, and in 
about an hour they retuned. He ud taken lodgings 
for mo in King Street, not very far up; and if I pleased 
IT might have all the house but one room, which the owner 
of the house, a brown lady, desired to reserve for herself. 
The schooner was now hauled to the wharf, and in about 
an hour all the boxes were landed. When done, I gave 
each of the crew a dollar, for which thoy were very 
thankful; and I told tho captain to call on me before 
sunset, and I would pay him his freight. The boxes with 
the treasure, n8 well as our tranks and cot, were removed 
from the vessel to our lodgings with my usual caution ; 
and seeing ourselves, with our faithful little dog, and our 
crear trea s safety, we felt grateful to 

God for his continued protection. 
‘The good woman of the house undertook to provide 
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dinner, and every thing else we might require, at ® 
moderate charge; und as there were but three sleeping 
rooms besides her own, with w front and buck dising- 
room or hall, I took the whole houses mot choosing t 
have any stranger companions admitted. While dinner 
was getting ready, it occurred to me to procure change 
for twenty doubloons to pay the captain; for as he eup- 
posed my boxes to contain dollars (which T knew from 
two or three guesses, he made during the passage); 
judged it prudent not to set his surmises agoing by pay- 
ing him in gold. I therefore went out and changed my 
twenty doubloons for three hundred and twenty doldars 
the exact sum I had to give him; viz. three hundred for 
his cabin, and twenty for the two men. He was very 
civil whon I paid him the money, for which be gaee me 
a receipt; and I invited him to take a cigar, sending 
Diego and Purdy the while to the schooner to 
hencoops on shore at Mr. Green's wharf, and leave then 
there until 1 should want them. 

Tn the course of conversation, E asked the captain the 
value of his schooner, or of such another. His answerr 
were ruther equivocal: sometimes he guessed, and some 
times he reckoned; but I concluded from all be said, 
thet the hull might be worth a thonsand dollars, and the 
‘masts and sails, and cables and anchors, etc. worth another 
thousand. ‘This information was sought, to be a guide 
10 me in my fature proceedings. He soon took his kare, 
hugging the bag of dollars between his left arm and his 
breast, while he shook my hand with the other. My 
doar wife wus never cordial with him, and said little on 
orto exnepelog that she hop Ne wont Saga 

‘on his return, 

“eat eater T sent for tho mistress of the hese, 

and told her thar my sorvants would each occupy one of 
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the spare bed-rooms. To this she instantly objected.— 
“ Those rooms wore for gentlemen, not for negro men.” — 
“ My servants nre not slaves,” replied I, “ although they 
are pegroes; and I will take eare they shall not sleep 
im your beds, with « dirty skin or unclean linen.” After 
much talk, during which I said my two friends were 
black. gentlemen, she Iaughod, and conceded the point, 
saying, she believed I was only “Johnny Newcome, to 
he 00 foolish.” After coffec, my dear wife and myself 
were truly happy to retire to our chamber, where a fine 
Jarge bed with moxcheto curtains awaited us, Our boxes 
were stowed in the corner of the room, at the foot of the 
bed yet our minds were rather in a hurried state about 
them, notwithstanding we now felt ourselves and our 
riches in a place of security; but it remained for our 
‘God togive us that peace of which we felt the want; and 
which was not refused, on offering up our prayer for it, 
before we went to rest. 

Tn the morning we awoke refreshed; and, during 
breakfast, I arranged with my dear wife that she should 
Temain at home to keop an eye on the boxes, until I could 

ofthe money. But there was another matter, of 
Berare equal worldly import, that demanded our con- 
While on our dear little island, convenience 
Batt on teosty objects in determining the form 
of our dress; but I knew we must here conform to the 
modes of fashion in civilised life (if such monstrous modes 
deserve to be #0 classed!) and myself, particularly, must 
submit my head to be covered with pomatum and powder. 
‘There was no time lost, therefore, in sending for a hair 
dresser, who promptly came, and as quickly put me under 
‘the torture, He rubbed my hair up in front with hard 
pomatum, till T could scarcely close my eyelids; and he 
dusted in the powder, first from the puff, and then from 
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aleathern horn, dntil he nearly blinded me, lnyving: pee 
viously appended to my hair behind, a large falee queue, 
tied with about five yards of black riband. My dearest 
Eliza pitied me, and admired the Christian pationce with 
which 1 sustained the operation; but it was to be done, 
or I could not show my face anywhore as o gentloman! 
My equipment being thus Gnished, she felt horself is 
duty bound to permit her fine and abundant auburn hair 
to be cut, and disposed in curls; but she would not allow 
any frizaing or powdering. And in this reeolation of 
natural just taste, C was happy to see her continue daring 
the whole of our stay in Jamaica. 

When I was pronounced by Monsicur the frizear as 
quite the thing, I sullied forth, taking Panty with me; 
leaving Diogo to hold guard with his mistress. 1 called 
at Mr, Green’s store, and found him there, He gaye me 
an account of Mr. Dickinson's death, which happened 
about six months ago: adding, that he (Mr. Green) bn 
lately arrived from Liverpool, and had taken the store 
and wharf, I told him my business was to purchase a 
schooner of nbout a hundred and twenty tons burden, 
and a variety of things to ond her; among which woald 
be a main-mast in picces, fitted, with other spars; also a 
complete suit of sails for a brig that now lay in a creek, 
the erew of which had been drowned: und thit, there 
fore, I should want to take with me a captain, and « 
crew of eight, including the mate: and that if he would 
agsist me in these matters, I would pay his commission; 
to which hereadily agreod, I then suid, the first things 
to be set about were the mansts and sails; and that if he 
would send a proper perton to me the same afternoon, I 
would give him an explicit onler, with the dimensions; 
but I should trust to Mr. Greco for the honesty of the 
charge. I added, that ns soon as bo could hear of & 
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schooner for sale, that might be suitable, I would look 
ather. “It shall all be attended to,” he replied. “ In- 
deed, I understand from my clerks, that you are well 
provided with dollars, 40 you will find little difficulty in 
speodily doing the neodful.” Mr. Groen invited me to 
dine; but I declined his kind invitation, having Mrs, 
Seaward with me, 

After having dispatched 20 much, I returned to our 
lodging to write a note to the admiral’s secretary; which 
I sent by Purdy, with a person to show him the way 
the admiral’s penn. I merely stated, that 1 wished to 
transmit u. considerable sum of money to England, and 
requested to know if any man-ofwar was soon going, 
and whether the admiral would order the money to be 
received on freight. 1 was soon favoured with a very 
civil reply; in which it was intimated that such an oppor- 
tunity was about to present itself, but that the admiral 
would not order any sum under ten thousand dollars to 
be received in ebarge of any of his Majesty’s ships; he 
therefore requested to know what sum I proposed to 
remit to England. After giving some refreshment to the 
messengers, I returned them with my answer; in which 
T stated, that, if the ship were a frignte, 1 would send by 
her about 40,0001; and as it would be all in gold, tho 
captain would suifer little inconvenience by its bulk. In 
‘the course of the afternoon, a reply was brought, saying, 
the admiral's secretary, and the captain of the Solebay, 
would wait on me to-morrow morning. 

Ta the evening Mr. Green aiid vik a Mr. Finn, 
a shipbuilder (I suppose he may be so called, although 
no vessels are built at Kingston), and I gave him the 
dimensions of the masts, und spars, and sails, etc,, and 
requested he would have them all ready in a fortnight; 
whieh he promived to do. After he was gone, Mr. Groen 
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stayed and tock coffee with us, and showed himelf so 
pleased in making himself agreeable to my wife, that 
he asked me no more abont the object of my besines 
than T chose to tell him; which at present saved me 
some embarrassment. The only thing he communicated 
‘of any interest, was the circumstance of « calamitous 
hurricane having swopt over Jamaica last year, on the 
Ist of September; the very day on which we | 
at Seaward Islands, four-und-twenty hours of viokent 
rains, with variable winds, and a heavy gale at night, 
In the morning, about nine o'clock, the naval geste 
men made their appearance. We were just going t 
breakfast, in which they joined us with great frankness 
and good breeding. During our repast, they talked a 
good doal about the creole ladies of Jamaica, and such 
other light matters as came uppermost. The captain ale 
invited us to visit the Solebay, my Eliza haying men 
tioned hor never having secon a ship of war. After break- 
fast, she retired ; and we then entered om matters of besi- 
—*T understand, sir," said the secretary, * you 
intend to send about 40,0002 to England in gold, if | 
you have the opportunity of a frigate. Captain James 
will snil in about ten days: and T privately communicate 
to you, that he goes to Chatham; so, if you wish the 
money to proceed to London, the opportunity i a good 
one." — Tt will be 30, sir,” I replied. “ And now, gen- 
tlemen, snid T, “asa merchant, you must pardon me pro- 
ceeding in this matter like a man of basiness—what is 
the freight?” —“ One per cent., sir,” answered the seer 
tary.—* In full of all charges and considerations 2” said 
T, in return,—* the monoy being in the eaptain’s 
until delivered on shore by him to my order 
ham ?”— Just so," they replied, smiling; then, 
fow minutes’ moro conversation, they informed me they 
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would duly let me know on what day the money should 
be sent for; and at the same times receipt would be given 
by Captain James; and memorandums exchanged, os 10 
the conditions mentioned. My wife returned into the 
saloon whon the gentlemen were going away, The cap- 
tain then repeated his invitation for us to visit the frigate; 
which we promised to do, before he sailed. 

‘This matter being arranged, I sat down and wrote 
a long letter to my uncle at Bristol; detailing all that 
bait happened to the brig and crew, and with due grati- 
tude mentioning our extraordinary preservation: adding, 
that fortune had thrown some money into my hands since 
our shipwreck ; and that I had seized the earliest oppor- 
tunity to get to Jamaica, whore TI was now providing 
& mast, spars, and sails to refit the brig; and by the help 
of some other repairs, and a fresh crew, that | meant to 
take with me, I hoped I should have her at anchor off 
Belize in about a couple of months; and that then 1 
would send hima faithful account of all disbursements.— 
My doar Eliza at the same time wrote most affectionately 
to her father and sistors, and to mine. By two o'clock 
we had finished these long and interesting letters, and 
had just time to be dressed for dinner, when it was 
anounced, 

The dinner was excollent, and my two domestic friends 
were in attendance. Their apparel might do very well 
wt Seaward islands, but it cut rather a shabby fyure ot 
pron rat My wife, therefore, suggested the propriety 

them three or four white suits each,—waistcoar, 

and trousers, with neat hate. This being settled, 

the brown Indy was requested to send for a proper person 

Ga ta cicien which she did in the course of the 

afternoon, and by Saturday evening one suit for each was 
brought home. 
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T remained with my dear helpumte all the remainder of 
the day, which allowed poor ixprisoned Diege to go est 
jor o valk with Purdy; 10 bay tie dike ecto ae 
wanted, When they made me their bows on going forth, 
1 gave them a word or two of admonition as to their 
behaviour, which they promised faithfully to attend 10, 
And I also dosired them to be on the look out for euch 
things as they knew I intended to take with mo; but a 
we should be here about a month, there was no berry 
beyond getting information, of which we might avail oar 
selves at a proper time, In the evening I took « cigar 
with my eoffve, which brought back to oar minds the 
many hours of happiness and peace we lead so passed i 
our solitude—unperplexed by cares, undisturbed by 
anxieties. 

Next morning I called on Mr. Green, and told bim 
IT wanted to purchase a bill of exchange for ope thomsad 
pounds sterling, which I was desirous to remit to Londen 
asadeposit; and I asked him if he could furnials me with 
a list of the London bankers, as I had forgot the name 
of the firm I wished to remit the money to, but T should 
recognise its name on sccing i, He said he would go 
with mo to the Paymastor-general, who would give me 
the bill, no doubt; but there would be « premiam om & 
of ten per ceut.: after which we could call at the coffee 
house, and look ower the list I desired On our doing: 
40, I made a note of Perry, Child, and Co., Lombant 
Street: having preferred dropping in at the enffee-house, 
in our way to the Paymuster; with whom T arranged: 
for the bills of exchange; and as nn ext packet was ta 
sail noxt day, I begged to have them the same evening 
he shortly, but civilly, answered, that E should hae them 
when I pleased to call with the money, I therefore 
quickly took my leave of Mr. Green, thanking him fer 
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the trouble he had bestowed on the matter, and instantly 
returned to my dear wife, who assisted me in counting 
eat 300 doubloons from the bag we had placed in the 
trunk; then turning out the remainder into a stocking, 
I replaced the 300, and taking the bag on my arm 
according to the example of our Yankee captain, I wont 
tack to the Paymaster’s office ; where he calculated the 
difference of exchange and premium, and then told me 
the sum to be paid was 4620 dollars, I ssid, “ That is 
right, If you take the doubloons at sixteen dollars.”"— 
“Certainly,” returned he, “if not cobbed.” 1 produced 
my gokl, which was the proper sort, the cobbed money 
being unshapely and not milled. I counted him out 280 
doabloons, and be returned me four dollars, being the 
change; and then delivered me a set of bills of exchange 
on the British treasury for the 1000), sterling. 1 asked 
him what ho thought of Porry’s house in London, to 
make a deposit with. “None better,” he replied; so T 
took my leave, returning lighter in weight and in heart 
than I went, for all these operations were attended with 
much anxiety. 

‘On my return to our lodgings, I refreshed myself with 
a little wine and water, but the real cheerer was my dear 
kind wife, T nove lost no time in writing to Perry and Co., 
enclosing them the first of the ect of bills, and advising 
them of a shipment of 12,000 doublons to be wade in 
few days in lie Majesty's ship Solcbay, Captain James ; 
which mid 12,000 doubloons would be consigned to their 
house; and that they were to receive them from Captain 
James at Chatham, paying one per cent. for freight; 
siler which they were to make the best of the market for 
converting the gold into stock, in the name of Edward 
Seaward: reserving in their hands 10007 ns a deposit 
my credit. Taleo bade them take care of the Bunk 
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receipts for the money, und to send me their acknow- 
Jedgment for them, with the accounts, by the first packet, 
followed by duplicates in the next. This lotter being 
finished, and tho bill of exchange specially endorsed, 1 
read the letter to my dear friend and wife, a she stood 
by me, observing to her, “You perceive, my lore, I do 
not order this money to be insured: I commit it to the 
waves, to be preserved or otherwise, for ng, as it may 
please Him who most wisely disposes all events far good 
to those who seck to serve him,” My Eliza kissed my 
forehead, as she hung over my shoulder to rend and 
listen to the letter, saying in reply, My honoured 
Dnsband, we have but one mind in all things.” 

Tt was nearly dinner-time, but T hastened off to post 
the letters; and retarned, heartily glad to change my 
clothes, and then git quietly down in comfort and security 
with the sweet confidant of my bosom, to enjoy the axnple 
board that was presently set before us. 

Diego and Purdy had been out all day with pormie 
sion; and aftor dinner I called them in, to tell me what 
they had scon, and what they bad done, Their recital 
was highly amusing to us, but too trivial in point of im- 
portance, for detail in this place, excepting that they had 
seon n capital boat or two, and several excellent canoes, 
to be sold; und Purdy hed heard of 2 new Bermudian 
schooner, sent to Kingston for sale. I told them 7 wat 
particularly ploasod with this last port of their informm 
tion, and that noxt week I would look at the schooner 
We retired early to rest, ax I was mach fatigued ; but it 
was in mind rather than in body. My mind was 
however, by our evening prayer; and I pes: 
notwithstanding the buzz of musquittos that hovered 
night round the muslin enclosure of our bed. 

Sunday, 16th.—We made the bost shift ee 
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a large sponge and the contents of a great basin, as a 
substitute for our uccustomed Sabbath morning’s ablution. 
We then dressed ourselves in our Sunday clothes, which 
we found had not become quite unfashionable, excepting 
my waistcoats; the flaps of which were quite diminutive, 
and without lace or embroidery; 20 that I had onlered 
a couple of gentcel vests to be made, one of which 1 now 
put on to-day; and the flaps being to the mode, reached 
half way down my thigh, with pockets sufficiently lange 
to hold a week’s provision, At breakfast I received the 
acknowledgments of our two attendants in their new 
attire; and, in my own opinion, they were much more 
conveniently clad than their master, We desired very 
much te go to church, but we thought it pradent not to 
leave so large a sum of money in a place so insecure; 
we therefore determined on huving prayers nt home, and 
accordingly, in the forcnoon, we read the service ; omitting 
the singing of the hymune, a8 we did not wish todraw the 
attention of people from without, Our two men attended, 
and by invitation the brown lady made one of the con- 
grogation. Diego was as usual truly devout, and Pardy 
behaved very well; but our new friend somotimos laughed, 
and sometimes yuwned, and scemed heartily glad when 
itwas aver. The heart of my dear wife bled inwardly, 
at this manifestation of total darkness on the part of the 
poor woman; and said to mo, how happy she should be, 
if it were granted her to be the instrument of bringing 
that poor soul to the knowledge of God. After service 
the amen had permission to go out, but I enjoined then 
to keep aveay from all revelry, and to hold in mind that 
this day was the Sabbath, to be kept holy to the Lord. 
About one o'clock Mr, Green called on me, My dear 
wife exproseed her regret that we had not been able to 
go to church, tut hoped we should have that happiness 
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next Sunday; and concluded by ssking him how many 
churches there were in Kingston? He replied, ** One, 
I believe; but I never have beon in it,” —* Never in i!” 
repeated my Eliza, with an emotion of surprise. “Ob 
no,” resumed he; “scarcely any one here ever thinks of 
going to church, We have too much to do, and have 
only just shut up the store.” She could hardly believe 
her cars; for on this subject we bad made no ingsiry, 
having on our former visit to the island arrived on ont 
Sunday, and sailed the next. Her spirits were a good 
deal affected by what she now heard ; it was a deep senti- 
ment of sorrow for the people, Mr. Green sat = good 
whilo, ond I thought in that case it was incumbent on me 
to invite him to dinner. He accepted my civility, and 

returned by two o'clock, We guve him excellent fare, 

with which he seemed well pleased; but when at our 
wine, he ventured to make some <atirical remarks om 
saying grace before dinner, which drew from my dear 
wift a rebuke that I think be never will forget. “Tt haw 
been said, Mr. Green, thnt ingratitude is so base = crime, 
that the man wos never yet found who would acknow- 
ledge it, He that omits thanking the Creator and Giver 
of all things, for the good he receives at his hands, I 
think fairly deserves the imputation, And this is my 
apology for that grace before dinner, which you have 
endeavoured to make a subject for ridicule.” Our guest 
was quite confounded, he could not make any reply for 
some time; at last, he said, Jamnica has a pestilential 
atmosphere; and that while in England, he was sure he 
never would have ventared to say what he hed eaid. My 
dear wife mildly answered, that she hoped he would not 
suffer all his early good habits to be destroyed, and that 
she might sce him at church beforo we loft Kingston. 
To this he guve a smiling promise, and we passed the 
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rest of the evening in general conversation. He left as 
afior tea, or mther coffee, withont much regret on our 
parts at his departare. We soon retired to our Sabbat!: 
thanksgiving, and to our rest. 

‘Monday, 17th:—tI called on Mr. Groen carly in the 
morning on business. He very soon alluded to what my 
wife had said to him, and he really felt much obliged to 
her: saying, it had made such an impression on his 
mind, that be thought it would keep him on his guard 
against the-inronds of impiety, which stalked about with 
unblashing fuce in every shape at Kingston. After finish- 
ing this conversation, I told him I wished him to make 
some inquiry about « Bermudian schooner that was for 
sale; and if he considered its price reasonable, and it 
would suit me, I would purchase it, About noon he 
seat his clerk to tell me, the owner of the vessel was at 
tho counting-houso, and if I would go with him I could 
see it. Tuccordingly went, and took Diogo and Purdy 
with me. Tt was a fine vessel, built entirely of cedar, ant 
fally equipped for sea—the admeasurement, one hundred 
and thirty tons: we wore all much pleased with her, 
‘The owner, and another person with him, know Jommy 
Purdy; and he knew them; but they gave themselves 
mo trouble about him, and he had sense enough to say 
nothing to them about himeelf, leet he might be seized as 
2 runmway slave, and put in confinement, After we had 
looked 1 the vessel, we returned to Mr, Green's counting- 
house, snd then I asked the price of her. The owner 

‘thousand dollars; she was complete, and there 
were to suits of sailk, Compuring this with what the 
Norfolk man said, I thought the demand too much, and 
told him so nt once; saying, “I will not give anything 
Tike that sum," and went away, Hoe called on mo roveral 
times during the week, always coming down a little; but 
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I would not negotiate with him at all. “ Wheat is the 
most you will give, then?” said he: “ Three thowiend 
dollars,” said I, “if the report of & ship carpentor te 
satisfactory; and I aim content myself with the inventory 
of the equipment, with which you must furnish me” 
is could nottake sucha sumas that. Bat before the 
week expired, he consented to do so, and also 
inventory of theequipment. Mr, Finn was sent toexamine | 
the vessel, her boats, sails, cables, etc. etc.; and being 
well satistied, « conveyance of the echooner was made; 
which, togetber with the register, was banded over 
ane, and I paid the seller in dollars; which I had taker 
care to procare, not wishing it to be thonght my bos 
contained anything more valuable. ‘The vessel pow being 
mine, I told Purdy he must tuke charge of her; amd t 
shipped two free New England negroes, at five doflan s 
month, 

On Wednesday morning, the 19th inst. Captain Jims, 
and the Admiral’s secretary, and the master of the Sole 
bay, culled on mo and eight of the boxes 
out by Diego, and myself, into the saloon, Whew 
were put down, I sent to purchase & hammer and 
with which 1 soon opened the lida, Digs rng a 
the room after they were unconled. The 
then counted, and replaced, and the boxes sae 
again, and Diego called in to record them. I # 
delivered them to Captain James; ates 
and signing a memorandum of agreement, the: 
part of one he had signed and given to me. 
‘went for the boat's crow,—who lagged away. 
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by him also, He took his leave, again exprossing his 
hope of seeing us on board the Solebny. You must 
come and see my little ship,” he repeated again; adding 
with an cumphasis, “My royal little ship, for it was she 
that brought King William to England.” 

Towards the end of the week, I called on the Pay- 
master of the forces ogain, and asked him if it were 
convenient for him to draw on the treasury for any sum 
within five thousand pounds; he replied it was quite 
convenient, and that I might have a bill for that sum 
or any other within it, My answer was, that I should 
prefer taking the whole sum; and would bring the money 
om Saturday morning. Accordingly, I made Diego, und 
amother man I hired, carry one of the boxes with me to 
the Paymnster's; where 1 opened it, und untying one 
of the bags, I drew out twelve doubloons, saying, “ Now 
you will find in this and the other bags, the sum right, 
if you will give me eight dollars.” They then lifted out 
‘the bags, and counted 500 out of ench of the full ones, 
and 488 from the other; which being the exact sum 1 
mentioned, the Paymaster delivered me the bills, at thirty 
days’ sight on the Treasury, for the 5000), sterling; also 
the eight dollars change; and I took my leave. 

Ip the course of the week I had desired Diego to look 
about for a lurge strong wooden chest, to lock up the 
romainder of the boxes; but he could not find one suit- 
‘able. 1 therefore bought an iron chest, into which we 
removed the twelve bags of doubloons, from the boxes 
that remained ; and also the contents of the big onc, of 
which we now took a correct inventory; viz.— 

Gold: —Crucifixes, thirty-six; sword-handles, welve ; 
Jarge and small, forty; triangular pieces erbossed 
figures, having a hole ut one angle for a 
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to be on the alert for a erew for the brig, eight hands; 
and bring them to me as he found them.—* Yes, sir,” 
he replied : “I will get crew for brig, but wish to tell 
You something, sir, You said I should have Jamaica 
wife, to go with us, ‘There is young woman, sir, will 
have me, sir; but if she go, sir, father and mother, and 
one brother, want all to go too, sir; I toll them, say, sir, 
can't marry every ono of thom, sir.""—“ Well, Purdy,” 
T answered, “bring them all to me; or bring the father 
and mother, and I will talk to them.”—“ When they 
shall come, sir?” he asked.—" To-morrow evening, 
Pardy,” I replied, “before sunset, let them come.”— 
you, sir; thank you very much, sir,” said he; 
making several scrapings with each foot, and a 
turn of both arms, retired. As he went out, 


if 


merry 
Diego lly observed, “Good fellow, that, sir; 
honest fellow, him, sir.”—T am glad to hear you say 
#0, Diego,” I replied; “for I believe thou also art an 


honest fellow thyself."— Thank you, Senor Don Ed 
vardo; good master to me, and friend! thank you, si 
said he, with much emphasis and cmotion, bowing his 
head low and slowly to the ground. 

“ Now, Diego,” rejoined I, rising and tking him 
by the hand, “ our time draws on; you must be on the 
look-out for whatever you may think we shall require; 
remember our family will be increased to at least four 
times our former nomber.”—He remarked, in reply, that 
our stores would be full from the field, soon afer our 
return; but we must take some plantain suckers to put 
in and two or three breeding pigs, and a few turkeys, 
and some geese, if I pleased; and if anything else 
occurred to him, he would mention it—* Very well,” I 
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Having despatched all this bosinoss, I asked my dear 
wife if sho was inclined to pay a visit to Port Royal, and 
the frigate; to which she readily assented. Diego was 
told where we were going, and desired to keep within, 
during our absence, I added, that we would lock exr 
room door, and if we did not cone home that night, be 
must sleep near it, on the ball floor, My word wasa 
Jaw to this faithful crenture; and, bowing his answer of 
obedience, I despatched him to man ope of the sohooners 
boats with himself'and Purdy’s erew, nnd bring it to the 
nearest wharf, to row us to the rendezvous of the wher 
ries; these are large sailing-boate of eight or ten toat 
measurement, that ply betwoen Kingston and Port Roysl 
By ten o'clock, we found ourselves in u wherry; and, the 
breeze blowing strong and fair, they disembarked us at 
Port Royal in an hour and a quarter, The ships-of 
war looked nobly, as we passod a-head of them, lying at 
anchor off the town, On landing, we were shown toa 
lodging-houso by one of the wherry men, where we were 
kindly roceivod by a brown lady who kept it, and by her 
daughter. The lutter came smiling up to ws; aia 
bing her white teeth with a piece of all de 
time she stood by my wife, epoke to her every now and 
then, “ How you do, ma’am;—hope you don’t sick, 
ma’am;—hope you get better at Port Royal, ma’am j— 
season don't very sickly, ma‘am.”"—“I am very well, 
thank you,” roplied my Bliza, “ You seem a nice girly 
you can read and write very well, T suppose?” 
tittered ; “Read, ma'am! Buchara rend! me mo real,” 
— You sew, then? I suppose,” continued my wif— 
© O yes,” repliod the girl; “can sow—but no more than 
hem handkerchief sometime.”—* What do you do, then, 
with your time?” replied Eliza.—* Plenty for 
returned; “all day sit down, and talk sowetitme,"— 
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Tn @ little time the tablecloth was laid, and our 
hostess told us thero was a guinea-fowl roasting for 
secon breskfist, und that it soon would be ready; for 
which we thanked her. In the meanwhile I wrote a 
note to Captain James, and asked her to despatch it on 
beer the Solotay; but she seid she had no doubt he 
was on shore, and would therefore first send where she 
thought he was; which she did; and in about a quarter 
of an hour he waited on us, with another captain of the 
navy, whom he introduced as Captain Donny, Captain 
James was very glad to see us; and my wife, in turn, 
received him and his friend courteously, and requested 


our stores of gold; however, the topics were all lightly 
touched on, so thut there was no embarrassment. 
After we had finished our repast, a midshipman came 
ere io wanes and Captain James 
his invitation to Mr, Scaward and myself, 
eerie ion ct vaday he ip We were 
track with the elegance of the boat, and the neatness 
‘of the crow, who wore all dressed in whito shirts, and 
‘trosters like petticoats, and small straw huts. They 
pushed off the boat in peculiarly fine style, and rowed 
simultaneously, with a long interval betwoen each stroke 
‘of the oar, the coxswain making a swecp us if he would 
‘ 
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pase the ship; and, in fact, be did so, for I saw her cabin 
windows, before he brought the boat's head fairly round. 
As we approached, the bowman tossed up bis car into 
the air, and caught it again; while at the same instant 
all the erow placed their oare regularly within the boat, 
and she was laid alongside with the greatest ense and 
exactness, The frigate appeared high; bat my der 
wife said she could easily get up: however, the necessity 
of the attempt was prevented, for @ large chair, fitted fer 
the purpose, was lowered down to the boat into which 
the Captain placed her, covering bor limbs with » flag, 
and, in one moment, by the signal of the boatswain's pije, 
she was hoisted up, and placed on the quurter deck ix 
safety. The Captain und Captain Desny were received 
with presented arma. He then introduced his officers 2 
us; they were ull dressed in dark blae coats, with white 
linings, but the lieutenants, only, wore white 
some had on gold-laced waistcoats with deep flaps, 
the worse for wear; others wore their wnisteoat plain, 
‘but I observed a rose on all their buttons, The Heute 
nants, and another officer, wore small cocked hats, of@ 
shovel fashion, and they were laced, though sosnewhal 
rusty; and more than one of tho group, flaunted ax 
awkward-looking wig under the beaver. But, without 
exception, every fighting man of them hada shortcurved 
cutlass, slung horizontally at his side. Emade « few 
complimentary remarks on the dress worn by the liew- 
tenants, but oiore especially on that worn by 
James himself, He said, in reply, that the | 
indebted for to io present Mite St ue a 
Ae ea sey ie hee free 

le rose upon their button: proviously the coat wat 
singlo-breasted, like that of a landsman; the. of 
cers wearing nothing but jackets, with ‘buttons, 
and a bit of gold lace edging the rim of a round bat, 
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After this ceremony, we walked down into the captain's 
cabin, which is on the main deck, where he showed us 
‘increased courtesy, “ You soe your cash there,” said he 
tome, pointing to the afterpart of the cabin ;— but you 
perceive,” continued he, “I am more careful of it than 
you were, for I have caused the carpenter to make a great 
coat, of oak plank, for each of your deal boxes; I wonder 
you could trust gold, in such trumpery cases." —I thanked 
him, smiling, saying, “If it were nails, we should think 
deal boxes safe enough ; and perhaps we sometimes add 
Tittle to our security, by too evident precaution! Still I 
felt much obliged to him; and I hoped he would not 
suppose I undervalued my obligation, by the remark I 
‘had made."—* No,” returned he, with something like an 
oath, which riber startled my dear wife; “no, I really 
think you are right.”"—And then he told us a etory about 
his smaggling some valuable things, when ho came from 
India asa lieutenant, by merely putting them into n sea- 
man's chest, for which he gave Jack five shillings, and 
whieh he sent on shore by a common waterman, diroct- 
‘ing it to @ wagon office in London; where it arrived 
waft, whon all those who bribed custom-house officers, 
and took every precaution, had their whole collection of 
things scized the moment they were landed. < 
Our chatty host now invited us to see the ship. I ob- 
served there was some small cannon on the quarter deck, 
but on each side of the main deck the guns looked nobly; 
yet I believe they wore only nine pounders; the frigute 
was said to carry twenty-two guns altogether, with a com 
plement of one hundred und fifty men. We were next in- 
troduced to the gun room, a deck lower, where the officers 
ce ea ciand te elon voter. ‘Men must 
for glory, thought I, to live in such « 
place; to which the cavern in our own dear island is & 
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palace! We found onrselves very pleasant on the quarter 
deck, after emerging from that close region; and the 
awning being spread, we walked under ite stinde with 
great comfort, the cool breeze from the sea blowing 
freshly over us. The ships, and the scenery around, were 
all objects interesting to our reflective minds. Abesd of 
us were the remains of'a once proud city; over the rain 
of which, perhaps, we now stood, on the deck of the 
frigate! My dear wife made this reflection. Captaia 
Denny assured her he had seen the chimney tops; asd 
that he had heard of their being hooked sometimes by 
the fluke of an anchor, “I do not know how to eredit 
that!” said she, smiling.—“ O! there was not a wonl 
of a lie in it, L do believe,” cried he.—* Well, but,” added 
his gentle antagonist, “ where did the chimneys come 
from? I have not yet seen any in Jamaica; and if ever 
there were any in Port Royal, the climate must have beer 
strangely altered by the earthquake!'"—Captain James 
Taughed heartily at Denny's exposure: but he himself 
joined in the laugh, crying aloud, “ What an iofersal as 
Jam, to be sure!"—by which ungsual candoer, aod 
great good humour, he completely turned aside the shaft 
of ridicule he had unwittingly drawn upon bimeelf. 
Dinner was announced, by a dram beating “The Roast 
Beef of Old England,” when Captain James, who wae a 
‘well-bred gentleman, handed my wife down to his ewbin¢ 
Denny, at the same time, giving mea slap on the shoulder, 
said, “ Make sail, my boy, and koep in the commodore 
wake."—There was no ether company. We had 
soup at dinner, which was a novelty to us, 4 
foundiand cod, with onions, ‘There were @ couple of 
roust ducks, and a dish of pancakes, made on board with- 
ont either milk or egye; the Inst dish 
‘was a great mystery to my wifo. They were made: | 


one | 
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water! Turing the meal we hnd some excellent Hock~ 
enstein, brought from Curacon, and a glass of ratafia, by 
way of finish. Our conversation at dinner was not worth 
noting, excepting an account which Captain James gave 
ws of an attack by the Maroons not many months before, 
made on Colonel Charlton and his officers, while at mess; 
taking them by surpriso; and although the fellows were 
beat back before they did much mischief, yet the first 
report was that Charlion’s men were totally cut to pieces. 
‘So that the records of the island wore immediately packed 
up at Spanish Town, and all the old women, he said, came 
flying to the squadron for safety. The tablescloth being 
removed, we drank the King’s health; after which, my 
dear wife addressed herself to our host: —* Now, with 
your permission, Captain James,” asked she, “I will go 
land walk the quarter-deck for halfan hour ; by which time 
I think Mr. Seaward will thank you for a boat, as we-are 
desirons of getting up to Kingston to-night.” He very 
politely requested the officer on deck to give her his arm, 
where she enjoyed the fine air: and after we hud sat an 
hour, during which we were abundantly jovial, I pressed 
my host to allow me to go also; adding, at the same time, 
that T certainly should not wish to do so were T alone. 
‘He felt the propriety of my request, and we soon joined 
‘Mrs. Seaward on deck. Ho ordered coffee to be got 
ready, and the barge to be manned; and after a short 
time we took our coffee, und our leave, having previously 
Tearned that he would sail by the end of the week; before 
which time I promised to send my letters to his care for 


England. 

On landing, T asked the officer if he could permit me 
to give the boat's crew some moncy? to which he 
anewerod, Certaisly not; but your offer is not less 
kind.!"—*They are going to sea,” said I; “allow me, 

r2 


Aa @ 








822 sin EDW. SEAWwAnD's mane, 
thon, on that ground, to beg the favour of you to buy 
Se Yager ‘There can be no objec+ 
tion to this.""—“ Well, sir,” he replied, “1 think: there 
can be no objection: {you may give a dollar or two for 
that to the coxswain, and I will tell the captnin."—E 
put ten dollars into the coxswain’s hand.—“Two fer 
yourself,” said T, “and one for each of the men."—A» 
‘wo walked away, the men cheered us with “Long life te 
you, sir, and to your lady!” And the officer, who war 
© midshipman, accompanied us to our lodgings, On hit 
taking leave, I invited him to come and sec us at Kinge 
ton, which he said he would do with pleasure. 

The day was too far advanced, for us to think of pro 
ceeding there that evening; so we amused ourselves 
walking about Port Royal, enjoying the cool hour befive 
wo retired for the night. It is a iniserable place now, 
The piaxeas were occupied chiefly by mulatto women, 
(brown ladies, as they call themsclves,) sitting with their 
foet placed on @ chair, or cocked up againet = port—pe 
very modest attitudes for the female sex; but my candid 
Eliza rather pitied than found fault with thee, With 
somo of them we suw naval officers, standing amd joking, 
orsmoking a cigar; but all was quiet, and nothing inv 
decorous in conduct, presented itself to our notice. We 
retired early to a large comfortable room, with am ample 
bed, and a fine white moscheto net, where we soon found 
4 sweet sleep awaiting us. We breakfnsted on caffe, 
with hot roasted plantains, and Irish butter, which re 
minded us of former days; and as soon as the sea-breese 
set In, which wns about nine o'clock, I paid oar bill, and 
got on board a wherry; which stretched up against the 
Sil to Zingatin, roling butows tock ted whe seta 
we had rather a warm walk from the Wherry Wharf to 
King’s Street. 
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Diego received us joyfully, saying all was well. We 
were glod to rest ourselves, and to change our dress; not 
0 to sit under the hands of my frizeur. Soon after, as T 
stood in the hall, Purdy came in with two seamon. T 
did not like their appearance much; so taking my good 
follow aside, I told him I thought it better to dofer this 
matter till I had found a captain, that I might have the 
advantage of his judgment in the choice. 1 then said to 
the men, that I could not ship them till I had fixed on 

captain; and on this remark they went. In loss than 
an hour, Mr. Finn bronght a respected man, who hud 
been mate of & London ship, and whose captain had 
behaved somowhat bratally towards him. Finding that 
hhe had heen at the Bay of Honduras,  ongaged him as 
eaptain for the brig, but with un understanding that, as 
his wages were to commence immediately, he was to 
obey my orders in every thing, and to take charge of the 
‘schooner for the present, in which he and his crew were 
to sail to join the brig, T added, that he must come every 
‘morning to mo at nine o'clock for orders, and meanwhile, 
8 opportunity offered, to seck, and bring such men to 
me as he could procure for a crew, taking care not to 
‘engage any of bad character: and I desired him to confer 
with Purdy, who wns o confidential servant. So thie 
was arranged, and in the course of the week he had got 
his crew together; and, having received from me a very 
‘minute statement of the condition of the brig, he took care 
that every thing should be farnished by Mr, Finn, that 

be required for her re-equipment, 
wife and myself had for some days past made 
our beloved fricnds at Awbury the subjects of our con- 
versation, and I bad rosolved that she should send « 
(present of GO0A to her father, and T would at the same 
time remit an equal sum to my sisters and brother; and 
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most worthy parent, and of affection to her sisters; bet 
itoverflowed with grateful love towards myself. She tel 
them as much of our story as I with pro 
dence be at present disclosed for, 98 yet, until our alfairy 


besowed an tmplefertane oo mes and that if her 
her sisters would marry, and come to 

peters pnt arcades pease 
for thut sister and her husband. In the sume strain 
wrote tomy brother at Awbury, telling him that 100) 
was for each of my sisters, and 2002 for himself; and if 
he chose to marry, and he and his wife should come eet 
to Jamaica, T would provide for them; and that he need 
not be uneasy about leaving his sisters, as T would allow 
cach of them 5OL. a year. I desired him to write to mes 
but not to wonder if five or six months shoul elapse 
before he received an answer, as my place of residence 
was some hundred miles from Jamaica; bat that a vessel 
belonging to me would visit Kingston every two or three 
months, on business. I requested him to commanicale 
with our friends at the Parsonage, on our 

Eliza had sent her father money, with an invitation to her 
sisters, of'a similar nature to that which he now receive 
from me. Our letters to Awbury, with their enclosures, 
were ready ; und another letter to my uncle, informing 
ane oi 
parations for ro-equipping his brig. Likewise 

omy nat Co, wis ed exons 0006 aoa 
them to invest it; and also duplicates of the letter written 
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by the packet, with the second of exchange for 10001. 
remitted by that opportunity. 

The midshipman who had lunded me from the ship, 
called on me to-day, according to promise, and I invited 
him to dinner. Ho scemed an honest, unsophisticated 
youth, and amused us much by his droll phraseology. 
He said the captain expressed himself very handsomely 
on the present I had given the men, and had desirod 
the purser’s steward to lay the money out for them in 

But,” continued the boy, laughing, they 
would rather have had the cash to bouse their jibs up 
ashore.” When the evening came, he desired to depart ; 
bat I persuaded him to stay till the morning, as T wished 
him to take charge of my letters to Captain James. He 
#00 eaid, * Yos;" and when morning came, I gave him 
my packets, together with a superb gold hilt for a sword 
(the value of which could not be less than 502), which T 
took from my reserved store, and sent with a separate 
note to Captain James, begging his acceptance of it, and 
regretting that I could ‘not here get it mounted; but 
adding, that I hoped he would have it done in England, 
and send in the account to my bankers, who had my 
directions to pay the cost. When the midshipman took 
these things, I said to him— My young friend, don't be 
offended if I offer you a doubloon, to lay in anything you 
like for your meas;'’ but he objected to receive it, until 
my dear wife remarked—* You cannot refuse it, because 
pnt to your messmates us well as to yourself.”” 

Jedged the weight of this nppeal, adding— 
meen nists and as we hear you are very richy 
Lc lenteage say no. When you went on shore,” 
continged be, “the Captain said to our first licutenant, 
“There goes a fellow worth more than his weight in gold ” 
‘Some took the spooch one way, and some another. Now, 
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sir, I would take it both ways—a good heart and a good 
porse! and they ure two good things; that is, when they 
Tie close aboard of each other.” So, shaking me cordially 
by the hand, and my dear wife offering him hers, which 
was not her custom, he took his leave of us, apparently 
much delighted; perhaps more with what he had said, 
than froin what he had received, either by my present, 
or our joint courtesy. But if his pleasure did not arise 
from what he had said, my dear wife's had; that baying 
been the impulse to her confiality on his leaving ws. 

‘The next day I received a note from Captain James, 
acknowledging the receipt of the letters, which he pro- 
mised should be carefully delivered ; also that he would 
pay every attention requisite to the safe delivery of the 
money boxes to my bankers’; and then he retarned me 
his warmest acknowledgment for my very superb anil 
valuable present; which, however, be must insist on 
having mounted at his own expense. 

Purdy and his nuptial friends were punetaal on the 
appointed evening. The father and mother of the girl 
were both mulattoes. The man said he would give hit 
daughter to Jommy; but, as he had heard from him that 
Thad a good settlement where I could employ him, and 
give him a house and grounds; he, and his wife, and his 
son, wished to go too, He told mo he was a carpenter, 
and so wns his son; that they hnd been turned ont of a 
place they had built.on some ground that did not belong 
to tho man who sold it to them; and they were so impo- 
verished, and vexed by the businoss, they now wished to 
eave Jumaica altogether. I consented to take them; but 
it was on condition that the son should bring a wife with 
him, 2s my great object was to people the settlement 
with honest and industrious fhmilies, He answered, there 
would be no difficulty in that; #0 he would promise for 
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his son. This matter being thos arranged in the pre- 
sence of Purdy, I informed them [ would lend them all 
some money, to buy such things as Purdy would advise 
as necessary to take with them, and that I would charge 
it to them; for which they must account to me ata future 
time, The futher and Purdy thanked me, and then 
departed with the welcome news to their friends. Little 
moro was done this week; and, on Sunday the 30th, 
wo went to church, accompanied by Diego, who now 
remained with us entirely at our lodgings ; the schooner 
having the captain and his crew on board, besides Purdy, 
and the two New England nogroes, whom he bad shipped 
as part of her establishment. 

Early in the week a fine new boat was fixed on with 
lugsails, measuring quite twelve tons. She was half 
decked, and therefore safe in the open sea. 1 paid 800 
dollars for her complete. Purdy agreed to have charge 
of her, with the two negro eailors; and to take all his 
family down in her, with their needfuls, I advanced to 
his father-in-law, the son, and himself, 20 dollars each ; 
and told him he must ballast with coals, which I should 
want, to barn lime; that they were now lying on Mr, 
Green's wharf, where he must take them in, and be in 
readiness to accompany the schooner, whose cargo was 
jaow ready, and would certainly snil on Monday or Tace- 
day next. I called this fine boat the Avon, after the 
beautiful river down, which my Bliza and myself sailed 
on leaving England, and on whose admired banks we had 
walked delightfully together before we embarked on our 
eventful voyage. It had also been my place of recreation 
when with my uncle at Bristol; and I loved such recol- 
lections. I had wished to call our schooner the Severn, 
in honour of that noble river, near to which our native 
village stands; but she had been registered by name, and 
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handaiill, with « wheel for grinding maize; two muho- 
gany tables, twelve mahogany chairs, wardrobe, and two 
chests of drawers. There were besides, few hams, and 
acherse; «ix dozen of Canary in hampers, and a quarter 
oask of the same; a lange box of Spanish cigars, jars with 
oil, and spirits of turpentine, two looking-glasses, two 
spy-glasses, a speaking-trumpet, and bugle horn, a pair 
of glass-thades for the candles, and some other things 
not horvin enumerated: however, the whole did not make 
more than three-fourths of a cargo; the planks and boards 
being stowed above all, #o as to make « platform fore and 
aft in the hold, with room enough above it for the accom- 
modstion of such people as we might think fit to place 
there; us well us for the stock that Diego was to bring 
on board; viz. six sheep, four pigs, twelve turkeys, 
twelve geese, and twelve guinoa-fowls; also a supply of 
Plantain suckers, and quantity of pine-apples, shad- 
docks, oranges, limes, and some other fruits. I may 
here remark, that the gunpowder, of which there were 
two barrels, as well as the kege of ball cartridges, were 
cased in flour barrels, with a packing of Indian meal 
between, for security ond safety. 

While they were engaged in thus louding the echooner, 
T procured a letter of introduction to the Governor's 
secretary at Spanish Town; and hiring a calash with two 
horses, which 1 preferred to a kitereen, we were driven 
over from Kingston, on Thursday morning, in an hour 
and « half, Soon after our arrival I waited on the 
secretary, and told him that I understood he gare com- 
missions for island appointments, and that T wanted a 
commission as Captain-commandant over a place where 
T was sctibed with some negrocs and free people. It was 
a small island or two, among some rocks and shoals off 
the Mosquito shore, on which there were no inhabitants 
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thing had been done. “ Now, Captain Seawnrd,” suid 
she, smiling, and taking my hand, “we will have dinners 
and [ shall have the honour of drinking your health; and 
we will then return to Kingston.” 

On re-entering our lodgings there, I found Mr. Green 
waiting for me. A few difficulties hud ocourred in pro- 
curing some items of the cargo: however, after a litle 
conversation, the obstacles wore surmounted; having 
chiefly arisen respecting prices, and terms of payment, 
the word “ready money" acted like charm, and all 
the stoppage vaniehed. He stayed with me to smoke a 
cigar; during which time I told him, if I found him 
behave to me with strict integrity, 1 should appoint him 
my agent at Kingston; with which place I might have 
conziderable business, He thanked me, observing, that 
it would be his Interest to serve me well and faithfully, 
We were glad to retire early, and rose next morning in 
health and spirits. 

On Friday morning, I consulted with Diego and Purdy, 
as to the expediency of purchasing two new nogro boys, 
to form » part of the schooner’s crew, which, I thought, 
with Purdy and Martin, and the two New England 
nogroes, might be sufficient. My worthy counsellors 
approved the idea; but I added, “ Don't suppose that 1 
will have any slaves at Scaward Islands, 1 will bind 
these lads for seven years; after that, they shall be their 
own masters.” —“ God bless our good muster!” my two 
friends, one after the other, replicd. “ Dear Eliza,” 
continued I, “ would it not be woll for you to take throe 
or four girls on the same terms? for our society will be 
s0 constituted on our return, that you will require them." 
‘She cordially acquiesced; and we wont all together to the 
wharf of a merchant, who had just disembarked a cargo 
of these human beings, for sule. My wife remained in 
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Tn the afternoon, the captain of the brig called at his 
usual hour, and reported progress. He said he would 
be complete on Saturday night. “ Very well,” I replied; 
“but do not hurry: I will not sail on Sunday; and I 
shall leave Monday, to collect any things that in the 
hurry of business may have been forgotten: we will sail 
on Tuesday." —* That is very well, sir,” he said; “bat 
I would suggest to you, that it may be a very bad busi- 
‘ness to send Purdy’s family in the Avon. We may want 
that boat to lock out among the shoals and breakers for a 
passage; and if she should take the ground with these 
people in her, there will be horrible confasion. You had 
better send them in the schooner; and put half a dozen 
good hands in the boat, to jamp oat, and get her off, if 
she should grounds or use the oars to keep hor clear of 
a reef, if necessary,"—I thanked him for his advice, and 
would abide by i, “ But,” said I,“ Finn was to get me 
a skippor for the schooner, it is quite time I should 
be suited; he has not done it.'""—** I know a proper follow 
L could recommend,” returned the captain: “he is rather 
young, but he is a nice lad, and « prime navigator; and 
no lubber withal: be was born and brod at sea, I will 
him to you to-morrow, if you please." Do 0,” 

said 1; “but, remember, do not serve friend at the 
probable expense of human life! The person I want, is 
to take charge of my schooner, in which my wife and 
myself sometimes may be; and always many of those we 
lore us friends,”"—* I would trust my own life with him," 
he replied, by way of recommendation, as fur as that 

“== Then bring him,” sid T. 

In the morning, the captain called on me with his young 
friend, “« Francis Drake."—*T like your name, and your 
countenance, sir,” said I; “but you are vory young." — 
“1 am twenty-two," he replied, “and have been at sea 
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fo go out with me; for although Xavier was a clever 
fellow, yet his sufficiency could not be relied on where 
a regular repair might be wanted, I therefore sent for 
‘Mr, Finn, and, after desiring him to meet me next morn 
ing at Mr. Green's counting-house with his bill, T asked 
him if he knew of any one that would dispose of a ehip~ 
carpenter negro, whom he could recommend; and, a8 an 
inducement, I would buy wife and children, if there were 
any, He answered, he thought he did. And in the 
afternoon, he brought a person to me, who was as much 
disposed to sell as 1 was to buy; for he was going home, 
he said—that is, to England, He seemed an honest man: 
for he said he would leave the price of the negro to Mr, 
Finn, or any one else, “ No,” rotarned [; “ it shall be 
left to yourself, Hus the carpenter any fumily? how old 
is he?" He is old, sir,” was the answer; “I suppose 
nearly forty; he has no children with him, he hos a wife, 
and she {s nigh as old as himself.” —I should like to see 
them,” I replied, “before we say anything more about 
them.” He then went for them, and they both pleased 
me. They uppeared healthy, and did not seem at all the 
worse for wear, if T may so express it. I sent them to 
the back of the house, and asked him his price. “ Give 
mo,” said ho, “ 100/, sterling for the man, and you may 
have the woman for what you please.” —‘ That is,” 
replied I, “into the burgain, I suppose." —* Not quite 
that,” said he; “but I will take anything in reason.”— 
* Forty pounds,” cried Fina,—* Yos,”’ replied he, “that 
will do, thongh it is only the price of a new negro.”"— 
“OF a young one,” I responded. “I think, sir," con- 
tinued I, “if I give you 1002. sterling I should have 
man and wife; that is 100/, currency for the one, and 
403. currency for the other; and I will give you no more: 
take thnt, and I will pay you on delivery.” He mused 
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told then of their ew home.— Get your own dinner, 
Diogo,” replied T; “thon zo on board the schooner, and 
make my compliments to the Captain, saying, T wish the 
two young new negroes to come ashore with you to sec 
their friende."—Diego, who had a kind heart, was glad 
of the errand; and in a couple of hours we saw him 
return, with the two lads neatly dressed in white jackets 
and trousers I desired him to leave them standing near 
us; then to bring in the girls. It was troly detightfal to 
see the meeting: true, there was no ecstatic burst of foel- 
ing; but ull the evidence of joy, their degraded condition 
was capable of, was clicited. My dear wife gnve each of 
them am orange; and then signs were made to them to 
0 into the yard. Diego accompanied them; and endeas 
voured, by pantomime, which he well understood, to 
make them comprehend that they were all going together. 
He returned with the youths to the schooner before sun= 
set; and twice, during the two following days, they were 
again brought to renow the meoting with their friondss 
which had the very best effect on the spirit and conduct 
of the whole. 
As I sat smoking my cigar after coffee, my doarest 
Eliza gently said—“ Edward, I foel that we are chosen 
* vessels for the mercy of God to others; which also we 
ourselves have eo largely shared. Hence, I do not 
repent ovr taking all this trouble, and putting our lives 
to risk, when so much good may be accomplished by the 
macans placed in our hands, I own my natural inclination 
was to go to England; pay your uncle for the brig alto- 
getlior, if required, and so be done with it; and then 
enjoy our fortune. But to enjoy,” continued she, after 
ponsing a little, “is the gift only of God; to possess, may 
be his gift also or, it may be the gift of him who said, 
*T will give thee all the kingdoms of the earth, if thon 
VO. be a 
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would not take bills for any considerable amount, at any 
thing above five per cent, He replied, that all govern- 
ment bills had fetched ton, for somo time back; but if I 
could accommodate him with 10,0007. sterling, he would 
give the bills at five. We struck the bargain ;—and on 
Monday I waited on bim with two boxes of tho doub- 
loons; out of which I counted down 2747 pieces, being 
theamount required, receiving back eight dollars. He in 
tarn banded me over a set of bills of exchange on the 
‘Treasurer of tho Navy, for the 10,0001, sterling, approved 
by the Admiral ; for which I had stipulated, as. security 
for goverment acceptance. 

Sunday, 6th—This was a Sabbath! by going to 
church! Before we went, my dear wife and I had some 
difficulty in deciding whether we should have Purdy 
married there this day; but as Martin was not raarried 
in a church, and others at Seaward Island could not be, 
we feared it might make a schism, or create a jealousy 
among the people; and we thorefore resolved to cele- 
rate the rite on obr return, so that all our people might 
be on the same footing with respect to such matters. 

Monday, 7th—A ter negotiating for the bills ax above 
stated, and paying for every thing, I found I had four 
bags of doubloons still untouched; and about 100 extra 
doabloons, from the last bage wo had opened. Of these, 
T converted 150 into dollars; for which I received 2400. 
T placed them in bags, in the iron chest, beside the gold; 
reserving a3 much as I thought nocessary for prosent use. 
T now wrote letters to Perry and Co., inclosing them the 
first of exchange for 10,0001, with orders to fund the 
‘amount; sending them at the same time the seconds of 
the former bills, and also inclosing my Will, which I 
indorsed —“ Not to be opened, but by myself, or in the 
event of my decease.”"—And I, moreover, got ready & 
duplicate letter, with further duplicates of the bills alrendy 
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sent, to be forwarded by Mr. Green, to Messrs. Perry 
and Co,, ata future early opportunity. 

Diego reported all his stock (consisting of six sheep, 
four pigs, twelve turkeys, twelve goose, twelve guinea- 
fowls, as also a quantity of plantain suckers and | 
some roots, and & good supply of fruits), to be safe 
board, Besides Allan Derrick’s pig and goat, he had 
brought a fine large dog also with him, which he begged 
to take; and, after some hesitation amongst us for frarof 
our little pet Fidele, with my dear wife’s approbation, I 
at Inst gave my consent; but the dog was to go in the 
Avon, and not in the schooner. Diego declared himself 
well satisfied, if it might go in any way, for it was a fine 
animal, and his name was Lion. 

Before dinner, 1 visited the vessels, and was highly 
pleased with their appearance, and all the arrangemenm 
that had been made: every thing necessary had bees 
provided; and I felt greatly indebted to Mr. Green, and 
the two captain, for having taken ¢o much minute 
trouble off my hands, T paid a month's wages in advance 
to the captains, and also to each of the mem. On returning 
to our lodgings, I would have invited the captains and 
Mr. Green to dine with us; bat now that we were on the: 
point of sailing, T thought it best that every one should 
be at his post. My dear Eliza and I, therefore, dined 
alone, and after dinner busied ourselves in len bs 
some suitable clothes we bad ordered; amongst 
were several puirs of buck and doe skin boots, the colour 
of our own sandy isthmus, on whieh biases | 
‘soon to tread. 

“Au aay Sad its veqoon, a bordsooe RA ee 
bine and gold, Paatorctenitetescrsr ao 
hod been made for the Captain-commandant, “Tf thos 
Spaniards,” said she, ** shoald crer intrude themselves 

our bay, which they may do as friends; without an 
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imposing uniform on your person, they might pay very 
little respect to your commission.” I saw the force of 
the obeerration, and therefore the uniform was made. 

At the last visit of my hair-dresser, he mcommended 
tie to purchnse of him an Adonis, a new fashioned wig 
very much in vogue, instead of having my own hair 
tortured into the mode. I wished he had informed me 
of such a thing at first, as it wonld have saved mo a great 
deal of time and torment, “But,” said I, “1 do not 
want anything of the kind, where I am going.” My dear 
‘wife thought otherwise; and smiling, desired him to bring 
the wig. Ho obeyed, with a proper box to hold it in, and 
all the requisites for powdering it up, when required. As 
it was my Eliza’s pleasure, I made no more demur, but 
took it, and paid him 20 dollars for it. When he was 
owe, I said to her—“ What am T to do with this mop. 
head, Mistress Commandant, at Seaward Islands?"”—* It 
is for my Captain-commandant,” she replied, “ when be 
thes cecasion to appear in state!" T smiled at her remark, 
bur felt at the same time that it was dictated by good 
sense, and a just regard to the opinions of men, 

My kind wife, meanwhile, had provided herself with 
some presents for those left behind; and had attended to 
the minutia of our own future comforts, in the procure- 
ment of many things not necessary to be enumerated: 
and having finished the day in prayer to God our Father, 
‘we rose next morning in health and spirits. We paid 
our bill cheerfully to the brown lady, our hostess, and 
thanked her besides for her many civilities. The ne- 
gresses und our trunks were conveyed on board, followed 

anil our faithful Fidel, who ran by our side 
hefore the great iron chest; which was a formidable bur- 
den, fron: the combined weight of itself and its remaining 


‘contents. 
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Captain Drake, who, as captain of the schooner, bad 
cleared her out at the Custom-house, now retarned, but 
took his station in the Avon. 

The sea-brocze haying set in, and the pilot being on 
board, we set sail; and with the fine little lager in our 
wake, ran down to Port Royal in little more thun an 
hour. As we passed the men-of-war, I perceived the 
Solebay had gone; 80, wishing her, as well as ourselves, 
& good voyage, we stood out to sea, and dismissed the 
pilot. The vessels steered nearly south, keeping away 
about half a point, to allow for east vuriation, At 
sunset we computed our run off the land to be about 
eighteen leagues, which was sufficient to take us clear of 
the Pedro shoals; we now kept away s.w., and having 
run about one bundred miles by Woduesday at noon, we 
observed in 1 48). Tt was determined, still to stoer 
s.w., keeping a good look-out a head; and at noon on 
‘Thursday we observed in 14° 46, having run little more 
than eighty miles during the last twenty-four hours, by 
reason of going under easy sail all night, and again laying 
by, for some hours in the forenoon, watil we could ascer- 
tain the latitude, so a8 to shapo our course accordingly, 

ourselves not to be very far distant from the 
place of our destination, After some consultation, we 
agreed to steer west; and, by four o'clock, breakers were 
discovered right ahead; we in consequence hauled up 
to the northward, bringing the breakers on our beam 
to leeward. The Ayon was now ordered to keep three 
or four cables’ lengths ahead of the schooner, on ber 
larboard bow. We continued to stand to the northward 
for about an hour, when we were enabled to keep away 
w.w.: at this time something like land was discerned 
to the southward of us, bat it was too late in the day 
to endeavour to close with it; we therefore stood off and 
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‘on all night, holding  protty good offing, for fear of 
encountering calms or currems, while among #0 many 
unknown reefs and shoals. At daylight in the morning 
we again dosoried the lund to the southward, and stood 
in towards it, The Avon being within hail, T desired him 
to keep on our quarter till further orders; and E would 
endeavour to lead, and find the channel. After coming 
up the broken water, and then rasning a five miles on 
a west course, keoping the surf om the reef about a mile 
within us, we were enabled to steer two points to the 
southward, ond then s.w. A little before moon we set 
tho high land nearest to us, bearing #.a., when the 
channel appeared open, having a litte hummock in the 
distance, which I knew to be our homestead promontory. 
We now hauled to the wind on the lurboard tack, layiag 
up about s.s.m, and stood in. Iwas not 
and apprehension, although I kaew there was a navigable 
channel that separated the two islands on the north, 
through part of which, Diogo, who was now at my elbow, 
had rowed his canoe. Thas assured, and thus backed, 
I ventured to keep ou under easy suil, till we found our 
selves embayed within a horse-shoe reef, and were thus 
‘compelled to stand back aguin to escape from our perilous 
situation. We then rounded the edge of the reef to the 
westward, keeping away a Tittle till, we brought the hmm. 
mock in the distance, to bear 8.4,2, The channel sow 
appearing quite open, but with shoals on each side of ity 
we stood in again, with the Avon lending; but seen 
found ourselves obstructed by 4 long line of broken water, 
stretching apparently all the way across, Being ther 
straitened, and at a loss how to proceed, L thought it 
expedient to bring the schooner to an anchor for the 
present, under a low small coral island that lies on the 
eustern extremity of the breakers, and there remala watil 
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the Avon should make ont the passage. I hailed Mr, 
Drake to that effect; and as soon us we dropped anchor, 
he made sail along the northern edge of the broken water 
that obstructed our paseage, until he at length rounded 
its westarn extremity: then hauling up to the # x, the 
boat entered a clear und unobstructed channel, through 
which she stood on, with a full sail, for about three 
miles; making her way quite into that harbour, which 
on my first arrival I had mistaken for a lake, and which 
T have so called more than once in the early part of this 
Journal, 

As soon as Mr. Drake ascertained a clear channel, 
he hoisted « Union Jack, ax was agreed on, but stood 
om until he entered the harbour: he then put buck, 
standing towards the schooner. As soon as I perceived 
his signal, we got under weigh; and quickly rounding 
the reef, hauled up to windward of a high rock, and 
afterwards to a low island, which lay amid channel, 
passing between them and the northorn end of the main 
island, Here the Avon met us, snd took her station on 
our weather quarter; and we sailed hence together, with 
a flowing sheet, and colours flying, through the strait 
that separates the two rain islands on the sorth, into 
the open harbour, where at once a thousand well-known 
objects burst upon us. Xavicr had caught a glimpse 
of the Avon from the shore, whilst it was exploring the 
channel, so that we had scarcely passed the strait when 
‘we saw the colours go up on the promontory, Captain 
Taylor was much pleased with the sight, and compli- 
mented meon the occasion. 1 will notuttempt to deseribe 
my emotion, when my dear wife pressed my hand in 
silence at that moment. {n half an hour more, we brought 
up in Woodland Bay, with our dear mansion, and our 
still dearer silk-cotton tree, in full view before us; and 
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at the same instant the anchor dropped, Xavier and 
Martin were alongside in the canoe. They were almost 
prebhlerpeayiiadarn Reimers ep sre 
about, they Diego almost to death, 
Pins Pe Oy calmer Ec Captain 
Taylor was both pleased and amused by the display which 
they made of their joy at oar return, The boats were 
quickly hoisted out; and we landed nt once, with Diego, 
and the three negro girls, on the silk-cotton-tree beach, 
where Rota, with her daughter Mira, and Hachinta aleo, 
were standing to receive us: my dear wife had scarcely 
put foot on the shore, when they all, with one accord, 
threw themselves at her feet, embracing ber knees; and 
when they aroze, the new negro girls thought they xuust 
do the same, so they prostrated themselves also. Bat 
my Eliza raised thom instantly, nyings “No! No!” 
She was affectionute herself, and loved every demon- 
stration of it; but anything that could tend to give 
worship, where it was not due, sbe utterly abhorred, 
‘Afier this scene, my beloved took my arm} and we 
felt a» our firet parents would have felt, had they bem 
permitted to return to Paradise after their expulsion. 
Rota had prepared coffee for us, as soon as Xavier 
reported the appearance of a vessel; and indeed the 
reviving beverage was very acceptable: for we hail passed 
through an anxious and trying day. I desired to have 
supper ready about eight o'clock, and requested Hackists 
to cook a good supply of provisions, to refresh the people. 
After coffee, I was going on board, bat met our tranks, 
and cot, and iron chest, coming on shore; and as the 
evening was drawing to a close, 1 ordered all the people 
to be landed, excepting the white sailors, wha were to 
take up their quarters in the schooner: the two 
England blacks, were to return to take charge 
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Avon, and sleop there, After tho captains had seen that 
their men were properly disposed. of, and made comfort- 
able, they were to come on shore to supper. David 
Allvwood, and his family, had the plank-house allotted to 
them; and Purdy, being yet unmarried, after passing 
the evening with them, took up his ledgings on board 
for the night, along with the two young negro boys; 
who returned with him, having been permitted to band. 
Allan Derrick and bis wife lodged with Navier; and 
Diego went to his own house, where Martin and his wife 
also lived. The three negro girls were to sleop in the 
great hall. Captains Taylor and Drake occupied the 
cabin of the schooner. These arrangements being made, 
we all retired to our respective lodgings, as soon as every- 
body had boon refreshed; und then my dear wife and 
myself, afer shutting our door, lifted up our hearts to 
that God whose mercy and goodness had attended us by 
land and by sea. 

Saturday, 12th—T sent for the captains early in the 
morning, and told them they must move the schooner 
within the black rock, and there discharge the cargo; 
after which they must take it up under the promontory, 
close to the plank-house: and to avoid the formality af 
repeated invitations, L added, that | should expect the 
pleasure of their company to breakfast, dinner, and coffee, 
every day, while the bustle of our work was going for~ 
ward. Captain Taylor was to superintend on board, and 
Captain Drake on shore, till the cargo was all got out; 
the latter taking an account of every thing as it was 
Handed: but TI told them, as to-morrow would be the 
Sabbath, there must be no work then ;—that we should 
have prayore at ten o'clock in the hall, and that dinner 
would be provided on shore for all hands at one o'clock. 
T sent for Allwood and his son, and Derrick, telling them 
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they were to work under Captain Drake's orders, and 
that their wives must come daily to the store for provie 
sions, I promised Pardy he should be married the 
ensuing day, which gave him great joy. Xavier war 
rotained, to assist Diogo in bringing the stock, und plants, 
und vegetables, and fruits, and other mutters, to the 
plantation. The Avon, meanwhile, was left nt anchor, to 
take care of herself. 

My dear wife undertook 10 manage all the provision 


ment must be made out from the brig’s bill of lading, of 
every thing L had token from her for my own use. 1 
therefore set aboat opening books, in « regular way, Gor 
all purposes connected with money tranmetions. In the 
afternoon we paid 9 visit to the pen, which, with its new 
inmates, was like e fair. We were happy to see the 
armadillo, and our two pet pigeons among the nuriher, 





1735. ‘WARRATIVE. B49 


Sunday, 19th.—At ten o'clock everybody assembled 
in the great hall, dressed in their best, to prayers. We 
were thirty-two in number; and looking round upon 
them, I blessed God for the sight. My dear wife opened 
the sacred duty with a hymn, and I read the whole ser- 
vice of the church, which finished with another hymn, 
and the prayer for grace. Some were devout, some only 
orderly ; but every thing in God's good time, After 
service, I performed the matrimonial rite-—David All- 
wood giving his daughter Cornelia, in marriage to Jemmy 
Pardy; and at one o'clock dinner was set out for all 
hands, under the great tree, on a table of planks raised 
about a foot from the ground; round which they all sat, 
Squat fashion, at meat, to the great fun, as well as grati- 
fication, of the white sailors, who partook of their good 
cheer. But the mate of the brig was on this day invited 
to dine with us, which we postponed till a late hour on 
mecount of tho wedding-fonst. Haying plenty of limes, 
1 tapped the rum cask, and gave Diego sufficient to make 
the whole company as inuch punch ax would do them 
good. They were supplied with abundance of melons; 
and E allowed them to amuse themselves with dancing, 
for fear, if unocenpied, they might do something less 
Ennocent, About three o'clock Rota, served us up a fine 
fish, with other ments, flesh and fowl. Our guests were 
rather astonished at our hospitality and abundance ; the 
‘very sight of which produced a cheerful influence on 
every countenance. Afler dinner we took some punch, 
and in tho evening regaled ourselves with coffee and a 
cigar. At an carly hour, every one retired to their re 
spective quarters; the bride and bridegroom taking up 
‘their habitation with her family in the plank-house, 

‘On Monday morning all bands went manfully to work, 
#0 that by Wednesday afternoon the schooner’s cargo was 
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all landed, and placed under the side of the promontory; 
having a temporary covering of planks and boards over 
all, with the excoption of the spars and sails for the brig. 
On Thursday morning the poople erected shears on 
bourd the brig, to serve two purposes: first, to take out 
as much of the cargo as would be requisite to lighten her, 
so a8 to got her aflont; and, secondly, to afterwards 
enable them to raise the fish of the mainmast into place. 
‘Xavier had kept her dry, so there was no water to pamp 
out. They began about mid-day to take out the cargo, 
and T had the two casks of ram, which came out with 
the first portion of it, brought immediately to the store- 
house at the plantation, to prerent the possibility ef im 
toxication among the men. Before evening, Captain 
Taylor thought the brig began to lift, and proposed 
taking one of the schoonor's spare anchors and a cable, 
round in the Avon carly in the morning, to try to heave 
her off Derrick, and Allwood, and Xavier, and Manus 
Allwood, were employed in getting ready, and patting to- 
gether, the pieces which were to form the fish of the manin- 
mast, and in doing all such work as required the hand of 
the ship-carponter. On Friday morning, the Avon was 
brought round with an anchor and cable, which was laid 
out astern, and by which they hove the brig off presently 
into deep water, drawing her back about twenty yard 
from where she had lain with her 
‘She still remained with her side close to: 
which there was a gangway, to carry anything on board, 
‘The vessel being now fairly afloat, it was desirable to 
ascertain the state of her bottom. One of the white nex 
‘men volunteered to dive under the keel, at the 
same instant, and plunging under her bows. 
re-appeared, reporting a piece of the false keel off for- 
ward; but, after making several voyages of dissovery 
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ander water, round and round the vessel, could not spy 
out any other injury. A consultation was now held with 
Captain Taylor, in which we agreed that if tho brig did 
not leak more than usual after replacing the cargo, and 
bringing her round the promontory, he should proceed to 
the Boy of Honduras, without delaying to make further 
ropairs boro, the time of year being as yet favourable for 
fine weather, and the ran not requiring more than three 
days. This being settled, and the vessel secured to the 
shore, they set about reloading her, and restowing hor 
argo, which was all again in place by Saturday at noon, 
Lordered the doors that had been taken away from the 
cabin, to be replaced ; and also the table, and chairs, and 
stools to be restored, 

Sunday, 20th.—We obearved the Sabbath of to-day by 
attendance at divine service, and in innocent recreations, 
there not being any excuse for dancing or other noisy 


Monday, 2let.—Thoy began to fish the mast; and as 
there were about seven or eight feet of stump standing 
above boerd, we were of opinion that it would be made 
perfectly strong and secure. The shrouds and back- 
stays, together with the main-stay, and every other thing 
as faraa wax practicable, had been preparod at Kingston. 
‘The mast was up, and the standing rigging over-head, 
and the croes-trees and top on, and main-topmast pointed, 
by the middle of the week; and by Saturday I had the 
pleasure to see all the yards across, the running rigging 
rove, the sails bent, and every thing in place, and the 
brig towed round by the boats, and anchorod off the 
plantation, I was glad to find that there had been little 
occasion for the pumps during the week, the leak scarcely 
requiring more than the ordinary spell of twice a day, 
and it had not increased on bringing the vessel round; 
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so that it was now resolved she should put to sea without 
Joss of time. P 

Sunday, 27th.—There was a general muster to prayers 
at ten o'clock; and at one all hands were regaled with « 
dinner under the cotton-tree, as on the Sunday after their 
arrival: devotion, with contentment, and good onder, 
being our combined object, under existing circumstances, 
Atnoon the brig hoisted her eolours, which wore bromght 
down from the flagstaff ou the promontory, and the large 
Union Jack I had brought with me from Jamaica boisted 
there in its stend, The colours of the schooner and the 
Avon were flying also; so that, altogether we looked 
very grand, “low and aloft,” as sailors express it. 

Monday, 28th.—It was determined that the brig 
should not sail until the crew had assisted to wet the 
twelve-pounder up to the flag-staff, which was m formid- 
able undertaking. Early in the morning the gun wat 
landed from the schooner, on the rocks beneath the 
plantation-house, and, by meane of the timber carriage, 
(a clever invention for rising large pieces of timber, and 
great guns, by hand,) they easily transported oar noble 
piece of ordnance to the foot of the acclivity; at the very 
spot whore the original footpath hud been made to Ge 
ravine, But the carpenters found it necessary to wider 
the avenue; after which, by means of planks, aud tackles, 
and parbuckles, they succceded in dragging the gus up 
to the flag-staff. That mastered, its carriage easily fol 
lowed, and the gun was mounted before sunset. 
their return, T gave the men a glass of grog each, and a 
dollar. This operation had been conducted by Captain 
Drake. 


The captain of the brig und mysolf had pot boom idle 
at home; we examined all the accounts, with the iu 
voices, and prepared the duplicates I had previeesly 
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myself on this event, and looked forward with pleasure 
to be able now to attend to the immedinte concerns of 
the colony, which now seemed, in some respects, rather 
pressing. I therefore lost no time in holding compalte- 
tion with my dear wife, and then with Diego, with regard 
to the precedency of the varions operations requiring to 
be done. In less than a month wo might expect the 
rains; the crop was ready to be taken from the grounil, 
and the schooner's cargo must be housed. After a long 
disenssion with my best helpmate, and many serupies 
between us both, it was determined to cut away the 
thicket leading to the cave, and build a storehouse thers, 
from side to side, at the entrance of the recess. So that, 
in faot, the cave itself would become « very important 
part of the warehouse, making an inner apartment of the 
groatost security. Having taken our resolution at Inst, 
‘on this unpleasant resolve, the four carpenters were sent 
for, and ordered to clear away all the trees and shrub 
for the purpose, And, as the first step, the poultry lo 
cated there, were safely removed to the pen, to be with 
the rest. Diego was to have the two negro bade fora 
few days, and Xavier's wife and Derrick’s wife perma 
nently; and two of the negro girls, to assist him is 
taking up the crop. Captain Drake with the two New 
England blacks, was to maken good platform, with pick- 
axes, near the flag-stafl, for the gun-carriuge to traverse 
on; while Martin and Pardy were to ropair the oraaly, 
and also construct some now fish-pots, and go to the 
small islands to the north-east, in the canoe, to procure 
turtle, 

Captain Drake completed his work by Thursday eves 
ing, having carried up sixty rounds of shot, and twelre 
rounds of powder. The latter were preserved in @ water: 
proof chest, in which, also, were some matches for firing, 
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and a tinderbox, and stuff to light them when required. 
He had placed the tompion in the gun, and secured the 
touch-hole with the leaden apron, before his return; and 
he asked permission to fire it to-morrow evening, at sun- 
set, with blank cartridge, and then load it for service. 

He and I deemed it important to make a survey of the 
island, ns soon as possible. He therefore employed him- 
velf on this duty during Friday forenoon, and at sunset 
on the same evening he fired the gun, to the great terror 
of some of our people, and therefore to the great amuse- 
ment of the others. But I was glad to hear the Sull-dog 
dark; who might, by the same token, keep an intruding 
Spaniard, or pirate from our door, 

Till the end of the week no change was made in our 
arrangements. Of the negrosses, my dear wife had ro- 
tained Anne, the sister of Harry, to supply the place of 
Mira, now Martin's wife. Rota was our cook and house 
Keeper; indeed, she and her husband Diego, were our 
‘moet useful and faithful people, A bargain was made 
with the wife and daughter-in-law of Allwood, to wash 
for the whole colony; and Mira Martin was enguged to 
mend their clothes, From the day of our return, I kept 
‘a rogular day-book, in which every one’s employment 
was noted down, and the amount of wages carried to 
their eredit; their rations and other things being charged 
2 Vic Legace le deapetaermed and with 

they were mado aoquainted; so that every 
eee oa le oy fee teres > bons wih 
industry, thereby to earn not only a daily subsistence, 
but to have something beyond, in credit on the books, 
to enable them to demand any particular artiele in store 
they might wish, as far as their means would go. Rota 
wes cook to the colony, us well as to ourselves ; and she 
and the washerwoman were puid by contribotion ; that 


am 
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1 ‘but a small fractional charge was made 
tet he ing scat “Tn the way of polity, 
the machine was thus set going; and Saturday evesing 
having brought the week to a close, the people were 





‘and we hoped we had now decided ri; 
Seed ces ornare fe 
tion as to its justice, and the degree of satisfaction ft gave 
to the people themselves. 

Sunday, May 4th.—The bell rang for prayers at tes 
o'clock; and our congregation numbered twenty-four. 
Before the service commenced, I said n few words on the 
gratitude we owed to the God that made tay amd the 
on which we tread; and by whose goodiiess every t 
grows, thut we oat for food, T then added, that 
ordered one day in keven to be set 
that we muy worship him, asking in prayer pies 
beneficial for us, and giving thanks to him in 
all the blossings with which we are 1. 
who could understand me, bowed their heads » 
and, after divine service, I told them that we 
to devote part of this day to teach some of them 
and that such as chose to learn, might remain 
tll their dinner-time—one o'clock. But 1 
well to advise that the elder people, such 
and his wife, Diego and his wife, Xavier 
Derrick and his wife, should not attempt it; 
uny time they should like to try to learn, T 
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no objection. The old people seemed satisfied with my 
remark, but did not at once retire; they stopped a little 
to see whit was to be done. My deur wife bronght out 
ber large wooden-mounted alphabets;—the men being 
placed on one side of the ball, and the females on the 
other; she taking the charge of these, and I of those. 
I pointed to a big A made on one side of the wooden 
book (if a piece of board may be 0 calledj—and why 
not “a wooden book,” aa well ag “a horn book?” for 
‘such was the sort of book by which we were first taught 
oar letters). I endeavoured to give this first lotter « 
sound as in father, considering it leas exceptionable than 
thet usually tought with the alphabet. After they had 
severally, and then together, pronounced it, imitating 
the sound T gave it, I turned the other side of the board, 
exhibiting the letter B; and as these symbols were made 
by mysolf with chalk, they were readily replaced by 
others. As I proceeded with my squad, the mistress 
went on with hers, pari passu, a4 we would say at school. 
After which we tried their recollection of both letters 
shown together; and then one after the other, in a 
dodging manner, assisting them when they were at fault. 
‘They took the lesson good naturedly; sometimes laugh- 
nga ooo another's mistakes, sometimes nt their own, 
seemed mnch amused, remaining with ns 
5 ‘am Kur; afer which they and Captain Drake 
Falak other pursuits admitted by the day, zs 
diemissed our school a little before one o'clock, expressin, 
our pleasure at secing them so attentive ; desiring Mins 
who coald now read pretty well, to go over the business 
‘oguin under the cotton-tree in the evening. It was curious 
to obserro, us well ar eatisfuctory, how quickly the five 
wae negroes caught the sounds of the letters. And 
eae si esol frm hin ccc 
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directions for further preparations for the crection of the 
storehouse, As we croseéd the strearnlet, we found all 
the fomales of Allwood’s family already nt the general 
wash, which they were performing nearly in the same 
way we had done, My dear Eliza praised them for 
being so early at work; and on quitting them we called 
to mind the days, not very long passed, when we our- 
selves were cheerfully employed at the same labour. 
Captain Drake met us at the rock; and I requested him 
to suspend the survey for the present, and to superintend 
the building of the storehouse instead ; adding, that the 
two New Englanders and tho two Bermadians would be 
required ne additions to the carpenter's crew: at the sime 
time I put the plan into his hand. He walked up to 
the spot with us, where I saw an immense pile of trees 
and shrubs, cut up, and lying to windward of the plank- 
house— When these are dry,” said Drake, “ we will 
stow them in bundles for firewood.”—T thanked him 
for the thought und the care. We then crossed over the 
rough surface of the ground, where the thicket had stood, 
and entered the cave; several pigeons were still roosting 
thore, whose old domain we wero now about, alas! to 
deprive them of entirely. It was hore determined that 
as much soil as could be got, should be dug out, and 
wheeled away for other use, and so the bottom of the 
eave be completely cleaned; after which a foot thick of 
sand should be laid over tho whole surface of the place 
on which tle storehouse was fo be erected. That done, 
the building would be commenced, which was to be alto- 
gether of wood ; that is, the part projecting from the 
eave, which would comprise a front und roof; for the 
caverned rocks made two sides and the back, having the 
cave’é mouth nearly in its contre. 

‘The men were assembled, to begin the work; and 
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hollow intonations of the shell fell upon my ear—sounds 
T well remembered to have heard in Jamaica every 
worning at dsybreak, when sleeping at Mr. Dickinson's 
pea, to turn out the slave population to task Inbour— 
“1 sill no more of it,” said I to my dear Eliza, who 
readily entered into my feelings on the subject, and 
applauded my resolution —** Youare right, my Edward,” 
sho replied; * let us have nothing here, to make any of 
‘our poople feel that they have been bought with our 
money.” I now hastily called Diego to me, and told him 
what had been passing in my tind; desiring him to blow 
the conch no more, bat try what he could do with the 
hugle, which I now took down from the place on which 
T bad suspenied it, und guve to him. 

Our house began to look very respectable, All our 
furniture was in, and one of the bedsteads put up. Besides, 
T might now call it our castle; for the twenty stand of 
arms, broaghs from Jamaica, were placed under its roof, 
in the arm-chest in which they came. I added to them, 
thove which I formerly posseseed; but I put the old 
ones at bottom, so as to have the newest and best near at 
hind. To these latter there were bayonets, and cross 
belts, and cartouche-hoxes, anuexed. This arm-chest 
occupied a corner of our bed-room, and having the cot 
mattress laid upon it, with s large flag thrown over that, 
served as 2 settee; and to us, who once had considered 
the plank couch in our wooden palace a luxury, this piece 
of military furnitare was very accoptable. At twelve 
aclock Diego blew a blast from the bugle, and at one the 
people dined where they had Ureakfusted; and at two 
they resumed their work. We dined at three o’clocks 
‘and st six the bugle desired the Inbour of the day to cease. 
And thas we continued our arrangement, and carried on 
our work during the week. 

You te n 
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Sunday, 11th.—This Sabbath was observed like the 
former, in devotion and teachings but with some litte 
variation in the afternoon amusements. 

Monday, 12th_—Every one at work, as on the preced- 
ing Monday, But Dicgo came, to state, that it would 
require three or four days more to get in all the root, 
and vegetables, and corn; and that the shed would not 
hold the tenth part of what was already taken ap, and 
piled here and there on the ground, covered with cori- 
trash. [told him to proceed, and I would take the matter 
into consideration. Great progress had been made with 
the storehouse; and, as many hands make light work, it 
was expectod to be finished by the end of this week. At 
least, it would be up, and the roof covered with bears, 
on which the shingles could be placing while the stores 
were getling in. But quick as this promised to be, we 
foared wo must expect the heavy rains before it could be 
‘even so far completed. However, ns it was of the utmost 
importance to secure the fruits of the earth, T offered the 
hall of the mansion for a temporary store; reserving only 
a corner for our dinner table. Accordingly we sent the 
spare chairs into the bed-room; and Diego's party: 
seninely eanpenisee and aan ae 
and other vegetable matters, into the back part of the balll, 
the shed being already full. By Wednesday, he hei 
finished; and then, with @ zeal which acted well on thew 
under him, hastened with his men to assist at the store 
house. I directed Captain Drake, to have a sloping 
platform, between the cave’s mouth and the floor of the 
wooden building, immodiately laid; and all the packages, 
and boxes, and casks, with articles perishable by wet, 
conveyod into the cave, where there was asuple room 
indeed for the whole echooner's cargo. This was all dese 
by Thursday at noon, without interfering with the ear 
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penters at work: nothing being left out but the barrels 
of beef, pork, pitch, tar, and the like, besides the crates 
of crockeryware, We had ran « race with the weather. 
On Priday morning the storchouse was boarded over, and 
the remainder of the thingy housed. In the afternoon, I 
desired Captain Dmke to moor the echooner in the bay 
off the woodland region; also to get the coals out of the 
Avon, and moor her likewise; to unbend the sails of 
both, and stow them below deck in their respective vesscls; 
and to strike the yards and topmasts of the schooner, 
and the masts of the Avon; this also was done. On the 
following day the rain came down in torrents; #0 that 
wo had much reason to congratulate oursclyes on our 
setivity and foresight. 

‘The rain fell in heavy sheets of water for two or three 
hours, dering which broad streams of it ran round the 
howee in every direction, notwithstanding the thirstiness 
of the ground, The sky cleared up suddenly in the aftore 
oon, and the ground appeared as dry on the surfiuce as 
if it bnd not rained a drop. During the weight of the 
torrents, was made prisoner in the place it 
canght him, so that Captain Drake did not make his 

to dinner till half-past four o'clock. But ux 
the wet had put the cooking fire out, we, and all the 
people, were obliged to make the best sort of repast we 
could. And as we knew, by the experience of Inst year, 
that the rains fell gencrully at middle-day und in the 
night, we lost no time, when it became fair, in cooking 
for the morrow. 

‘The Avon being ooly half decked, Drake sent four 
men off as s00n as the rain ceased, to bale her out; on 
their retarn, toy reported that several hogshends of water 
tad been collected in that small vessel during the three 
hours’ rain: however it had washed her clean, leaving 
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the intention of my dear wife and myself to divide them 
mmong the people, as soon as we could locate their families 
in separate habitations. And now, that the coast was all 
clear of intruders, a colony of the ducks was sent back to 
their old quarters at the fountain under the face of the 
promontory; and on additional hatch being made for 
some geese, half a dozen of these were sent also, that 
they might enjoy sn element in which they delighted, 
sed that wo might «cc them now aad then swimming 
about the shores of our Inke-like harbour. 

‘The carpenters resumed their work as soon as the 
boards of the storchouse were sufficiently dry to put on 
the shingles; which operation was more tedious as to 
time than lJ they had done. Captain Drake bent the 
sails of the Avon, and in 9 few days resumed his survey; 
taking with him the two new negro boys, John and 
Harry, in ndiition to the two Now Englanders; it boing 
‘of importance to make sailors of the boys ax soon as 

My cares meanwhile went to the agriculture; 
and my trusty bailiff, Diego, told me that the yams and 
most other things near us, excepting the maize (Indian 
corm), had not sun enough at our plantation, owing to 
the shade being cast over the ground for so many hours 
in the morning by the promontory, during all the year: 
he therefore recommended a plantation to be made on the 

island, on the grounds to which we had sent the 

fo move them further along to the northward. 
Soper he and the Bermudians were sent there 
to clear away such trees as might stand 

Sekar And after the storshouse was shingled over, 
the fer carpenters were despatched, to expedite that 
‘in conjunction with the two Bermudians; while 


to superintend matters at home. Captain 
{ z his crew gave two days of their time, to 
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remove the provisions in the plantation storchouse, round 
to the great storehouse of the cave; previous to a serious 
commencement of his survey of the islands, The plan~ 
tation storehouse being thus eleared, all the corn and 
roats, frnits and tobacco, were immediately transported 
thither from the hall of the mansion, to the great improve- 
ment of our comfort. 

A boat took the mon, with their provisions, to the 
opposite shore every morning; and when they retarned 
in the evenings they always brought back « good freight 
of firewood; by which we accumulated an ample supply 
during the business: but after they bind felled the trees, 
and cut off their branches for fuel, the trunks were 
removed, by means of the timber-carriage, to one side 
of the bay, for any future purpose. While a purty were 
clearing the ground at this place, Diego, with me many 
hands ss he could collect, planted Indian corn, ani 
pumpkins, and melon-seeds, and sowed Indian kale, and 
calaloo, and ocras, within the range of ourown plantation, 
The sugar-cane we had put in soon ufter our arrival, wae 
now all but ripe, and the pineapples had nearly come to 
perfection. To this little pinery, had been added some 
of the suckers they had thrown out from time to time; 
and of Jate, also the tops of such of the pines ax we bad 
eaten, lately brought from Jamaica, The plantain and 
banana-suckers, which had been put into. moist places in 
the rock near tho silk-cotton-tree spring, were thriving 
very well; and some of the wild banana plants, that 
Diego had collected last year in one of his Sundayexeur~ 
sions, now began to show fruit. Spades and hooe wer: 
given to Allwood’s family, and a quantity of meloo-seeds 
of both sorts, and pumpkins, which they wore desired to 
sow in the grounds between the spring and the rocky 
point, to be handy for themselves or any one else rexi- 
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dent in the plank-house; and they were much pleased 

_ with the idea, as it promised advantage to themselves— 
By Saturday, the 31st, Captain Drake had completed his 
#urvey of the islands, ond presented me with a chart, of 
which he kept a duplicate; and both being remarkably 
well done, I was so much pleased that I presented him 
with « couple of doubloons. 

Having put away my chart, I naked my dear Eliza if 
she would like to make a visit to the opposite island, and 
dine there under # tree; that Captain Drake and myself 
might have an opportunity of seeing the place. Such 
 proporition was too much in unison with her own mind 
to require a moment's deliberation. A basket was got 
ready, and presently well stored for the ovcasion: and 
without much delay, she and I, and Capt. Drake, acoom- 
panied by Diego and her dameel Anna, ‘equired by 
Fidele, marched down to the boat; in which, with a fine, 
fair, light breeze, we ran across in little more thun fifteen 
‘or twenty minutes. Having landed, Cuptain Drake and 
myself visited the woodmen, who had nearly completed 
their work; they had cleared about twelve acres: some 
of the trees cut down were of considerable size, and many 
of them prime timber, mahogany, cedar, tamarind, and 
yellow wood; but, on the whole, the ground hed been 
Tittle encumbered. Diego, who know the place, begged 
permission to carry the basket, and show his Sefiora Donn 
& fine, smooth, ehndy seat under the branches of a noble 
tamarind they had left standing on the northern side of 
the bay, at the foot of the Sugar-Loaf Hill, close to # cool 
run of water. My dear wifr readily desired that I might 
allow ber to proceed with our faithful Diego, so that 
Captain Drake and myself might have plenty of time 
to inspect the work done by the wood-eutters, When 
the lady and ber damsel wore seated, Diego returned to 
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us; and together we then visited every part of the cleared 
grounds, and saw that the sail was good, After thi 
was finished, we betook ourselves to join in 
the fite champétre under the shade of the wide spreading 
tamarind-tree; the contents of the basket were spread 
forth; and we sat round them on the ground, tiking 
what there was, with an appetite and an enjoyment not 
folt at a rogular dinner-table. When our repast was 
finished, we walked to a little distance into a narrow past, 
when our pleasure was not a little heightened by Fidele 
Killing two iguanas. I was glad to eee this; for I had 
feared his courage had received a lasting damper from 
the rough treatment ho met with in his encounter with 
the peccuries. The day being thus finished delightfelly, 
we returned to our plantation residence; the wood-eutters 
following us in the Avon, with a cargo of firewood. 
Sunday, June Ist—We were able this day to give 
ample timo to the church service; also to our Sunday's 
teaching: it was like the dew of Hermon on the Land 
of Promise. Our God was with us; and we saw, with 
delight, our people improve in knowledge and in devetion. 
Monday, 2d.—The moistare from the ground wns 
quickly exhaling, so that I feared we should be late in 
putting in our yams and coccos. Besides, we had bromght 
4 quantity of cuttings of the cassava plant from Jameica, 
which hitherto had been preserved in sand, and whieh 
ought to have been planted before this time; we had alse 
some bushels of guinea-corn to sow ; meaning all there 
articles of food to stock the grounds of our now plante- 
tion, Afraid of losing more of the senson, I sent for all 
the people early in the morning, and told them, so much 
wore we pressed for time, that every one, without die 
tinction, must lend a hand; all other business 
pended: and T requested Cuptain Drake to hiewd the 
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party to the opposite island, to soe that the grounds were 
laid oat with some regularity for the different crops; and 
to take the.advice of Diego about the places best adapted 
tocach, Those orders were cheerfully acquiesced in by 
all; every person feeling an individual interest in the 
snccess of the undertaking; besides, they were kept in 
@ temper of mind that rendered them obedient with « 


i 


spirit. 

After breakfast, they took boat, with thcir implemonts; 
eleven men, besides women, with Captain Drake to supor- 
intend their operations; leaving Rota alone with ua, to 
cook their provisions and ours, On their return in the 
evening, 1 regaled the whole party with coffee; also 
desiring Diego to serve out a supply of home-made 

to the men. 





cigars to 
On Wednesday, my dear wife, Fidele, and myself, 
joined Drake and the agriculturists, leaving Rota and 
Lion t take care of the garrison. We tool a supply of 
shaddock, and orange, and lime seeds, with us, and seeds 
of the capsicum and bird-pepper; and amused ourselves 
in planting these in appropriate situations, The situation 
of this new plantation was altogether beautifal, It was 
on partof agentleslope, nearly half « mile in extent every 
way; having an amphitheatre of steep rocky eminences 
enclosing and adorning it, terminating only at the water's 
edges these stecps being beautifully wooded, with wario- 
ties of the palm and other trees, among which we saw 
flocks of paroquets and some other birds, “My own 
dove!” said I to my dear Elizs, as we stood under the 
shade of a magnificent palm, on the highest part of the 
cleared ground, “1 hope to seo a comfortable house built 
‘at po very distant day, and inhabited by some of 
rd and mine from England.” —* We want 
nothing elve, dearost Edward,” she replied, “to complete 
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our happiness.” —Then pausing a little, she added, * No; 
T should be ungrateful to God to allow that wish to pass. 
T do not want even that to complete my i 
want nothing, my honoured iwsbandy ad she, tenderly 
em pe lymrrer suse ase te 
desire to love. But,” resumed she, smiling sweetly 

ar winger Pah rac 
nevertheless, rejoice to see our friends 5 and to see thee 
here, a8 you #0 kindly and fondly anticipate.”—“ Sweet 
angel!” was all my reply. 

We now bent our steps towards the people at work, 
Allwood's family of women were employed at the least 
laborious occupation, chiefly in carrying the eut roots 
and corn to the men planting; but all were cheerfal, and 
greeted us cordially when we came among them. Is 
the evening, we regaled the party, as on the preceding 
day ; and by the ond of the work this great besiness was 
s0 far completed, that Diego undertook to finish ity 
with only the two New England blacks, and Joke and 


Harry. 
Sunday, 8th—We observed this day with litle devia 


tion from the preceding Sabbath. 
Monday, 9th.—Having i thing thet 
required the whole strength of the settlement, I proposed 


to Captain Drake that he should undertake a te 
Kingston in a week or two, to bring us some: 
building materials; and that we might contritimte some 
thing from the island towards paying for them, T sug- 
gested that he should tako Martin and Purdy in the 
canoe, with provisions, and a sail to make « tont; and 
endeayour to catch some turtle, where they had on 
in abundance, among our small islands on the north of 
the oastern reef, He did not hesitate to comply with my 
request; indeod, I could not have found another man « 
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well suited, by talents and disposition, to do the various 
things his peculiar situation and ours required. 

The carpenters were now directed to build 2 house on 
the x. of the mansion, corresponding in site and size 
to the plantation storehouse; which, as I noticed before, 
stood on the 4.w. end of us; and I marked out the 
ground for it, which was immediately set about, In the 
evening, Captain Drake sot off with the canoe to try his 
skill in tartling. The women, generally, were engaged 
in their respective hnbitations, in various useful cm- 
ployments; but Martha and Mary, two of the young 
megresses, were now both appointed to take care of the 
poultry; feeding them, and collecting their eggs, some 
of which wore distributed every day among our peoples 
and as young broods of ducks and chickons wore daily 
coming forth, these girls had quite enough to do, and 
my dear wife also, who carefully registered ull that was 
going on in their department. 

On Tuesday morning, the canoe returned with five 
turtle, and had succeeded in turning six more: these 
were put into the cual. But Drake said he must take 
the Avon at the next trip, with the canoe in tow, there 
being safe anchorage for her between two small islands. 
‘The two negro lads were therefore withdrawn from Diego's 
party, fo accompany him; and the Bermudians, with Ha- 
chinta nnd Priscilla, sent to the new plantation in their 
stead. The Avon, with the canoe in tow, went out of the 
harbour at noon: and in about an hour ufter, we walked 
to the plank-house, to have the pleasure of seeing this fine 
bont eail up towards her destination betwoon the beach 
and the roof, till we Jost sight of her by an intervening 

of the main island. 
On Thursday morning, Drake made bis appearance 
round the point, and ran alongside of the black rock, 
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near to which the enlarged craal was sitanted. My dew 
wife took my arm, and wo strolled to the landing~place 
to meet our friend, whose success far exceeded my expec 
tations. He had brought eighteen fine turtle in the Aveo, 
and five smaller ones in the canoe. After dinner, the party 
set ont again; and returned on Saturday morning, with 
the same number in the canoe, and twenty-two in the 


lugger. 

On Friday, Diego reported his work at the new plan- 
tation completed, and that ho had driven the sleep to the 
pasturage of the great bay to the northward. This caph- 
tal feeding-place was separated from the new 
by a narrow pass—the sume in which Fidele had killed 
the iguana—between the ledge of rocks om the point, 
and the high conical hill, thut stands immediately to the 
westward of them. Early on Saturday morning, my dear 
Eliza and myself visited his work, in the schooner’s «mall 
boat, rowed by Diego and Ned Hall, one of the New 
England blacks. The field did him great eredit: it was 
well dug; and the divisions, plinned by Captain Drake, 
regularly planted. It must be confessed, there were 
‘many stumps of trees protruding here amd there, but it 
would have been impossible to have grabbed them up 
this season. We noxt walked slong the pase between the 
rock and the hill, until we opened the bay. There ap- 
peared much sand all along, extending, 
yards inland; but beyond this, towards the: 
there seemed to be good herbage for three miles beyond 
the place on which we stood. On our return we stopped 
to admire this commodious spot. Each side of the pass 
was bounded by a wall of rock: on one hand, that whieb 
stretched into the sea as a rock; on the other, the rooky 
‘base of the Sugar-loaf Hill, wooded to the summit; at 

foot of which, the fine spring of transparent wnter ran 
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with & full stream into a little harbour of the sea, formed 
by the lateral projection of the rock that forms one side 
af the pass, on which we had just turned our backs. ‘Che 
‘contemplation of this beantifol spot induced me again to 
remark to my wife, how delightful this situation would be 
for some of our family, should they please to join us, 
“My dear Edward,” said she, in reply, “I think we 
should all reside on ono island, that wo may be ablo at 
all times to compmunicate with each other: for ulthough 
the channel that would divide us may not exceed a 
couple of miles, yet circumstances might arise which 
would render such an interruption to immediate com- 
mumication extremely painful. Anil, indeed, T have had 
it in my mind for some days post to suggest to you this 
considcration, thot, if you think well of it, you might 
alter your plang a little with regard to the pluces intonded 
for settling some of the people.” T reflected a while on 
what she said; but some possible events soon crossing. 
my mind, “ You are right, my Eliza,” I replied: “I will 
adopt your principle in locating the people, and send 
some of the families to this place; and T will reserve 
Peceary Field and East Field, on our own island, for 
any branches of our family that may join us. Aud if 
‘they do not come, it will be time enough, after every 
other place is occupied, to give those lands to other 
settlers.” We returned home just as the Avon was enter- 
‘ing the harbour, and had the pleasure to sce the turtle 
Janded and put into the eraal. 

‘Our late exertions deserved a little extra rest and ro- 
creation; so I proclaimed a half holiday, and a turtle 
feast for all bands under the great tree, A calipee was 
dressed for ourvelyes, such as was nevor soon at the 
munsion-house of the Mayor of Bristol, nor even at a 
Lord Mayor's table; the green fit being nearly three 
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inches thick on the white meat: whereas, by the time 
these creatures reach England, after fasting nearly twe 
months, the fat, if not quite gone, is reduced to acarly 
nothing; and, instead of it, the grecnish gelatinows part 
of the fing and calipash aro palmed upon the epicure for 
that delicious substance, which they only know by mame, 
and taste in idea. We regaled ourselves at the mansion 
with lime punch, and I sent a fair allowance to the 
people. After dinner, the ehart which Captain Drake 
had made was laid on the table. After looking atten 
tively over it for some time, my dear wife requested to 
give a name to the islands. “The group,” said she, 
“we have already called Seaward Jslands: but in howoar 
of onr good king, and old England, lot us name this on 
which we are, as being the principal, Saint George's 
Feland!—and the one opposite, after my dear husband, 
Edward's Island!” Captain Drake applauded the nomi- 
nation; and I showed my upproval, by merely saying, 
“Thank you, love.” She brought the pen and ink, and 
with her own hand wrote the names on Captain Drake's 
chart, and on my duplicate. “ Now, dear Eliza,” said 1, 
“before the ink is dry, let us call this majestic promon- 
tory, under whose shade we have dwelt so long in peace 
and security, Drake's Promontory!" She smiled, and 
instantly wrote down the name, for which he 
himself'as highly honoured. We then drank the King’s 
health; my own; Captain Drake's; my dear wife's; with 
all our friends and relations in England; and, finally, 
“Prosperity to the settlement: finishing the day im 
witnessing the hilarity and mirth of our settlers, round 
the great tree, in dance and song, enjoying their coffee 
and cigars, 

Sunday, 15th.—We assemblod at the useal hour to 
prayers; and it was delightful to perceive the increasing 
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intelligence and devotion of our motley congregation; 
also the variety of intonations falling on our ear, from 
their united responses to the several portions of the 
Litany. However, I must own, some wor almost too 
ridiculous to hear with gravity; especially “ Spare us, 
good Lord" as few of them could articulate the S. 
But they were in carnest, and anything ele was of little 
consequence. In the afternoon, Mira held her school 
under the cotton tree, the sight of which never failed to 
afford us inexpressible delight. 

Monday, 16th.—Captain Drake set off again on his 
tartle expedition, taking the two New Englanders and 
the two lads. The carpenters resumed their work; Diego 


to grind maize, with the large wheel-mill brought from 
Kingston; of which portion was to bo used daily, to 
save flour, as I found that sort of bread would be too 
‘expensive for ordinary and daily consumption, 

‘On Tuesday, the turtlers returned with twenty-six, 
and on Thursday with twenty-five; so that we now had 


to be well 
wetted, to it solidity, so that it might not shift when 
oh eee 
the turtles were laid on their bucks ; in which situation, 

_ backots of sea-water would be thrown over them, two 
oscar ope TS leprae On Friday 
the sails were bent, und the vessel ready for sea. 
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No work was dono on Saturday, I sottled accounte with 
every ono in the island up to the day, allowing them rea- 
sonable wages according to their respective situations, 
und charging a moderate price for their subsistence, se 
a8 to give a daily balance, more or less, to each. My 
honest slave carpenter, Derrick, was surprised and over 
joyed when T allowed him a pittance of wages also, 
Captain Drake and the New Englanders were paid 
differently. This being done (for which I had been 
already prepared with calculations), the people were told, 
the schooner should bring from Kingston, free of charge 
for the freight, whatever they chose to send money to 
purchase, This announcement created a great etir among 
them; and poor Drake soon found enongh to do to make 
their respective memorandums, and receive their monies, 
‘The following day being the Sabbath, we dedicated it, a» 
heretofore, to the more especial observance of moral and 
religious duties; permitting every one to indulge them 
selves in innocent amusement, after duly performing the 
duties of the day, 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Moxpar, June 234.—The mon began shipping the 
turtle at break of day; and soon after, Captain Drake 
waited on me for orders. I gave hitn letters to Mr. Green, 
‘at Kingston; and letters for Messrs, Perry and Co., and 
for my uncle; and also Iettors from my dear wife and 
myself, to our friends in Gloucestershire. —* Put those 
in your pocket,” said 1; and Iet'us look over the list 
T have made out for supplies required from Kingston,” 
We conned it over; and after making « fow additions, 
he pat this paper in his pocket also. ‘The list embraced 
all sorts of Jumber; that is, squared timber for building, 
planks, boards, shingles, ctc.; then followed other items: 
—two canoes; a marble muller and slab, to grind our 
eneao into chocolate; « coffee-roaster; glass cut in 
squares for the windows; Spanish whiting, ond linsced- 
oll, to make putty. Then, one ram and six owes; a 
basket-enge of live pigeons; some plants of grafted fruit 
in tubs, bespoke by Diego in April; also further supply 
of plantain-suckers; kernels of the Avocado pear, and 
of the Barbadoes palm, and some other vegetable pro- 
pogants. As many bricks as conld conveniently be 
stowed under the cargo were to be brought. A memo- 
randum was ndded, instructing Captain Drake to obtain 
‘8 free negro mason or bricklayer, if possible, to sottle 
among us; such a person boing much wanted; and to 
purchase four healthy young lads, to assist us in our 
various operations. A large clock to stand in the hall 
was added to the list, I estimated the cost of this cargo 
‘st 1200 dollars; and calculating on the turtle as averng- 
ing eight dollars a-piece, 1 took credit on their account 





a 














378 Sih EDW. SEAWARD'S Jest, 


for 800 dollars, and gave Captain Drake 50 doubloons, 
which were equivalent to 800 more, #0 as to secure the 
supplies required. At sunrise our colours were boisted; 
and at nine o'clock the gallant Porghee sailed out of har 
bour, through the northern passeye—the ame through 
which she had entered—with a fine breeze from the east. 
‘The carpentors had now completed the house on the 
x. 2. of the mansion, of the same size with the storehouse 
on the opposite side, but considerably larger than the 
houses of Diego and Xavier. In the absence of the 
Bermadians, who had gone with Drake, Purdy’s wit 
remained with her friends at the plank-bouse; and Mira, 
Martin's wife, with ber parents Diego and Rota. Diego 
family was now moved, pro tempore, into the new house, 
while the carpenters were employed in stripping off the 
canvass sides and covering from the old ones, whieh they 
begun to replace with boards and shingles ; and after 
this was accomplished, Xavier's residence had a similar 
refit, igteintiaabiesr cigs 
pations; none pormitted to’ be ‘The palm- 
Joon hee wished cho it otc 
baskets; besides, there was washing, and sewing, and 
cooking, and the grinding of maize, when nothing else 
could be found to do. Diego caught fish, and browght 
home cocoa-nuts, and gave out provisions, and looked 
to the plantations; und reported every evening om the 
state of affairs. iepeereements 8 
mato kept our registers, and oursecounts likewise. And 
sometimes, in a leisure hour, we strolled oat together 
along the beach, or through the trees, with one of our 
favourite numbers of the Spectator in my hand; ami bew 
often did wo thank, over and over again, in our minds, 
my Elizu's kind fisher, for having given to her the few 
collected sheets he had preserrod, of that inyalmable 
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paper. We dwelt particularly on the parts where Mr, 
Addison points out #0 movingly to the reader, the poet 
John Milton's description of the sweet innocence, and 
therefore perfect felicity, of our first parents in the garden 
of Eden, with no other human society than themselves. 
We read over and over again these passages, comparing 
them with our own extruonlinary lot; and feeling happy, 
most huppy, in this our almost solitude, having God and 
ourselves! yet, with a few, now, round us, who shared our 
peace, and all the good his providence had #0 bountifully 





‘Thus we went on, and by the 7th of July the two huts 
or houses were boarded and shingled; and Diego and 
Xavier took possession of their respective dwellings again. 
Trow told Allwood, and Manus his son, that they might 
occupy the new house for a time, if they pleased; but as 
it wus ray intention to give them both land, on which they 
were to baild for themselves, I thought it might not be 
worth while to more them from the plank-house, as the 
women of thelr family washed for the settlers. Allwood 
said he would do as I pleased; but he wished to know 
what land he might have. I told bim, four acres for 
hiraself'and four for his son, in separato allotments; and 
that each must build a house on his lot, but large, or 
small, as he Tiked; only the grounds belonging to it 
must be fenced round with hurdles, to keep their stock 
within their own bounds; and that no troe, excepting 
such as might be in the way of their enclosures, should 
be cut down without my leave. I then proposed placing 
them om the opposite bay, which was gladly accepted. 
‘The next day Allwood and Manus accompanied me in 
‘the canoe, rowed by Diego and Xavier: the former my 
privy counsellor. After a little consideration, 1 marked 
out the site of their respective houses, on two contiguous 
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allotments of land, part of the ground that had bees 
Jately cleared and Salted. ‘The fathor and som wore 
highly pleased, and immediately set about erecting & 
temporary shed for themselves. After which we returned; 
and on the following morning, they, being flunished with 
tools and provisions, and the loan of the echooner's small 
boat, left behind purposely for our use, vet off to theit 
tasks, to return in the evening. In this way, they took 
with them whatever they stood in need of, day by day, 
‘until they completed their work, which was duly noted 
down in our day-book. 

Xavier and Derrick were now employed in . 
coat of paint on the storehouse at the care’s mouth, ant 
‘on all the buildings at our plantation, excepting the maa- 
sion, which was to remain in its present state for some 
time. The goats ani poultry were let out every morning, 
and brought back to the pen in the evening: the latter 
woro very numerous, and very noisy; particularly the 
guinea-heng, whose loud shrill note was scarcely bearable 
Row continued to be a treasure toms; and, by her em 
ample, and my dear wife's instruction, Anna hnd become 
highly useful, and gradually became intelligent end com 
pletely civilised. Rota, like « true Spaniard, was » jerest 
observer of forms; always showing great respoot for ker 
mistress, whom she never failed to address as “Le 
Senora :’’—Anna copied her in this, asin all other east 
tere, with eurprising exansuaes andtws DACeaiSeaee 
aot to check this feeling in our 

Day after day, week after week, we went on with thaw 
every-day avocations; observing, as formerly deseribed, 
the Sabbath; and without anything particular oecerring, 
until Wednesday, the 16th of July, when we bed the 
pleasure to see the schooner enter the harbour from the 
northward; which welcome appearance was grieted by 
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hoisting our colour. At two o'clock she came to an 
anchor, and in a few minutes after, we had the happiness 
to receive letters from England.—After shaking hands 
with Captain Drake, and congratulating him on his 
return, I put a few questions to him respecting the suc- 
cems of his voyage, which he answered without any cir- 
eamloeution,—a quality much to be esteemed at all times, 
bat more especially when the mind of the questioner is 
anxious to proceed to other matters. My Eliza, after 
desiring Rota to get Captain Drake some dinner, had 
already gone into her room with her dear letters from 
Awbary in her hand, to read and enjoy them unobserved 
by stranger; and the board being now spread for 
Drake, I took a chair aside to the further part of the 
hall, and commenced on my own budget: Perry and 
Co.'s firt. The treasure and bills had arrived safe, 
which was announced by a more than business like letter. 
They had paid Captain James 4002. for freight; and afer 
dofraying other charges and paying atrifiing commission, 
they hid funded 56,000f money in the threo per cents. 
Soath Sex stock, at 83, being in stock 67,4241, leaving 
in their hand 10920, ut my disposal; having made nearly 
2000f, more by the doubloons, than I should have done 
by convorting them into bills at Jamaica: which shows 
that the billy should have been given at a very trifling 
premium, not above 2} per cent. This information was 
‘3 cource of greut sutisfaction, although the possible result 
had never disquieted me a moment; but, in its consum- 
mation, T obtained the certuin means of doing every thing 
our best wishes could desire. After I had read this letter, 
A hastened to my dear wife, and communicated its oon- 
tents, which in their way wore altogether gratifying. But 
she war not long is directing my attention to a letter from 
her much loved, and deservedly revered father; which 
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when she spoke to them, and at the mark of future kind-~ 
nees thoy received from her hand. 

When they went away, Captain Drake handed me Mr. 
Green's letter, which was short, but enclosing the invoice 
and receipt for the cost. All the things desired had been 
procured, and onr captain had been quite successful in 
all his commissions, excepting obtaining the mason. He 
had made his passage to Kingston, in the short period of 
six days, and did not lose a turtle. On his arrival be 
found a ready murket for them, at something more than 
we had anticipated; having received for the hundred 
and five turtles, 850 dollars. He paid 600 dollars for the 
four nogro lads, and 70 dollars for the seven sheop; anil~ 
the two canoes cost 50 dollars each. So that our turtle 
cargo covered All these charges, and something over, 
The amount of the invoice was 304 dollare: so, after 
paying all this, and some other incidental expenses, he 
brought me back 25 doubloons out of the 50 with which 
T had intrasted him, 

We had a great deal of interesting conversation over 
our coffee and cigar; amongst which he told us, that 
Mr: Green had been very civil to him; but very ipquisi« 
tive; that he observed we were “tho strangest people he 
‘ever bad met with!” and he threw out many hints, in 
half joke, thut he suspected we were carrying on m cons 
traband trade with the Spanish main, if not some other 
game bo would not name; for he could not in any other 
way, he said, account for Mr. Seaward having so much 
money. Drake had humoured this idea by a myste- 
ions manner and equivocal answers; saying, however, 
with a laugh, “that if at any time he chose to pay the 
pirates’ nest a visit, we should be happy to see him, and 
would give him hospitality.” This account made my 
doar wife and myself quite merry. Wo could not refrain 





384 S11 DW. SRAWARD'S amy 


from laughing outright at some parts of our friend's 
detail; particularly when he repented & remark that be 
sid was always in Mr. Green’s mouth, when talking to 
him on the eubject— But what was that linge gum for, 
then ?"” 

The moment the schooner came to an anchor, Diego 
had got the plantain suckers on shore, and lost no time in 
planting them near the little spring above the silk-cotion 
troc; just where some time ago he and Navier tind cleared 
away the brushwood from before that delightful Tittle um 
of refreshing water, The suckers were sufficient in nember 
to make @ double row, leaving an avenue to the: 
which in time would prove a beantiful as well as usefil 
plantation, usually called in Jamaica a plaintain walk, eo 
account of it cool and large extended foliage: and when 
he reported to me in the evening what he had done, T 
commended him, 

On tho following morning, the seven sheep were cox 
veyed by boat to the Long Bay pasture on Edwanlt 
Island, to join the other flock; and as soon es breukfat 
was over, T roquested Captain Drake to deliver all the 
little commissions to the people, which they had sent for 
by him, before we should begin to unload the gemem! 
cargo. He lost no time in complying with my request; 
and a curious seene it was, especially among the women 
but they were all more than satisfied; they were well 

pleased also with what “the good massa Captain had 
done.” As to their commissions, many were 
others foolish ; but as the people really bead | 
hore they should desire, and they were requested mot t 
send for live stock of any kind, nothing better tham tram 
pery could be expected, among which looking-ghasses tail 
earrings had not been forgotten; and, as all these were 
to bo admired, it may readily be imagined there was 20 
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work dono to-day, after the sheep had been transported 
to the opposite side. 

The new house, lately finished on our plantation, was 
allotted to Diogo and his wife, with his son-in-law 
Martin, and his wife, for the present; that his former 
dwelling might be occupied by the four new negro lads, 
to whom my dear wife had given certain patriarchal 
names—Abel, Noob, Jacob, David, Captain Drake 
mude the Porgheo’s cabin his head-quartors; und the 
two New Englanders, with Jobn and Harry, the black 
sailor boys, were led to understand that they must con~ 
vider the stecrage of that veescl us their proper abode. 

On Friday we begun to unload; and as a first-fruits 
from tho voyage, the clock I had sent for, was fixed up 
in the great hall. The murble slab for bruising excno 
was placed on a stand at the back of the great tree; to 
the trank of which, in the same direction, the corn-mill 
head been previously fixed: a pleasant and commodious 
situation for the operations they were to perform; an 
ample shade over head; a fine spring of watcr close at 
hard. Rota was glad to see the coffee-ronster; for 
hitherto it had been a tedious operation, The two 
eanoes, either of which two men could manage well, 
‘and ope man tolerably, were drawn on the beach; and 
the crates of glass, and other things, conveyed to the 
Tange warchouse. Some fine frnit-ree grafts, planted in 
fitthe tubs, were for the present brought into the ball of 
the mansion, and a very large supply of fruits into our 
‘store-room. By Saturday night, the lumber was all on 
shore, piled up in due order; and as the bricks served as 
ballast to the schooner, they were allowed for awhile 10 
remain on board. 

Sunday, 20th.—Whon the hell rang, wo all assembled at 
Lista Perera one eames attodedj and wie 
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ing, I sent for Purdy, who, as hos been stated, had 
married Allwood’s daughter, and asked him if he would 
like to have a house and grownds near to his kinsfolk 
on Edward's Island. The question pleased him; but he 
did not seem quite sure that his wife's father and brother 
“* would like to make a house for him." —* They shall do 
it for you, Pardy,” said I; “if they will not do it for love, 
they will doit for money. But I have no doubt, if I find 
you materials, which I will do, they will not be backward 
in doing their part for you.” And I must do Allwood 
and his son the justice to say, when I spoke to them on 
the subject, they did not hesitate a moment, The next 
day we passed over, and marked out the site of Purdy's 
house, in a line with theirs, 60 a8 to give cach a plot of 
four acres of land attached. The front line of every man’s 
Jot being one huadred and ten yands, and the depth one 
hundred and seventy-six yards, in form of an oblong 
‘ware; tho front of these three lots just occupied the 
frontage of the cleared ground; there being still a con- 
siderable space uncleared at each end, and about one 
hundred yards between the lots and the beach; and, on 
an sverige, as much between them and the toot of tho 
hills behind them, which, however, was in the form of a 
bow. 

As we were now somewhat at leisure, 1 determined to 
commence building on the Peccary Field, for any of our 
relatives that might join us; and E requested Captain 
Drake to superintend the work. My gentle-hearted 
wife bore no enmity to the peccaries; and, foresecing 
their destruction in this design, expressed some sorrow 
them, requesting the Captain, if possible, to 
them back to same other part of the island, and 
‘them. Captain Drake promised all grace in 
these Gerve little natives; but after he had 
story, be did not choose to go unarmed. 
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‘On the following day, taking four men in the boat, 
with Lion, a couple of muskets, and four pikes, thus 
prepared, wo set forth to fix on the spot most eligible 


up the men to the Peccary Field, giving them cach « 
pike. And in a short time, I fixed on a 

about a quarter of & mile west of the little fresh water 
brook. This spot occupied the centre of the open grownd: 
I say open, because the trees here were few and lange. 
On this site, 2 space of forty-cight feet by thirty-six was 
marked out, so as to allow four bed-rooms, two on exch 
side, with two saloons, for sitting-rooms, between. We 
hod nearly finished oar basiness, when the advance of 
herd of peecaries intruded themselves: bat Lion, being 
a quiet, though powerful dog, took little notice of them, 
as they showed no disposition to attack us or himy 
rather, indecd, seeming dispoted to make 

with us, and particularly with the dog; but one of them 
boing somewhut rade in his cansses, Lion guve hima = 
turn over, and a battle instantly began. ‘The dog wa 
engaged by three or four of them at the same instant, 
one of which he pinned to the ground but the others, 
finding themselves unmolested, attacked bim so | 

and effectually with their tusks, that the blood was seen 
streaming from his sides and shoulders: thoir numbers 
increased every minute, and he wns beset on all sider; 9 


that if we had not quickly run to his assistance, 
pore as ha ey thay acca tt a 
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‘The blacks were desired to charge the little desperadoos 
with their pikes, yet not until many of them were killed, 
did the rest make off. We pursued the retreating herd 
into the wood ; but not a musket was fired, for fear of 
alarming her we had left behind at the plantation, The 
strong parts of the slain beasts were immediately cut out, 
to ronder the flesh eatable: and, after having satiefuc~ 
torily comploted the object on which we went, the party 
returned before sunset, with a cargo of live crayfish and 
dead peccarica, 

On Friday morning, the Avon was loadod with building 
materials, the timber curriage, and pioneers’ tools, for the 
Peceary shore; having on board Xavier and Derrick, 
and the two New England blacks, and the two sailor 
negro boys; Pardy being sent to assist bis friends at the 
now plantation on Edward’s Island. Diego found plenty 
of work for himself and his troop; so that we required a 
tan af a call to be with us, who could paddle one of the 
small canoes anywhere that might be required; and L 
fixed on Martin for this purpose, and to visit the look-out 
at the fagestaff, Tn this way we procecded, every one 
in his calling; sometimes taking away Purdy for n day 
from his friends, and sending him, with Martin, in the 
large canoe, for a supply of turtle; by which I saved 
some of our sulted provisions; for the people began to 
tire of fish, which as yet necessarily constituted our chief 
animal food. 

‘During » period of some weeks, the respective parties 
pursued with little variation the employments heretofore 
ated: my Eliza and myself, the while, using our intel- 
Teetea! faculties, to the best of our judgment, for the 
advancement of the general good, and our own comfort, 
‘Sometimes we visited our former haunts; and being now 
furnished with excellent boots, there was little inconve- 
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that, meanwhile, he and his son must immediately join 
the building party at Peccary Ficld, to carn some money 
to pay for his supplies; and this was readily acceded to, 
and gladly acted on. Diego required no additional hands 
at the harvest, taking time by the forelock; and as he 
cleared the grounds of it at Edward’s Island, he housed 
it in one of the new buildings, Early in October the 
whole produce of all our plantations was got in and 
housed; that from the opposite island being brought 
over, Tho plantation-storehouse, and little shed, being 
filled, a considerable quantity was carried to the great 
storehouse of the cave. In this gathering, to my great 
surprise, there were three flour barrels filled with pressed 
tobacco leaves, of excellent quality. There had been no 
want, certainly, of that article heretofore; but, till now, 
it had not boen well cured, and therefore, although our 
Spaniards were not bad cigar makers, I never could use 
‘our own manufacture with any degree of pleasure. And 
for the same reason, a few of my Havanna cigars, given 
to the men, had always been considered as a treat; Diego 
usually saying that his cigars were only “Cabana,” allud- 
ing to their cottage manufacture, 
Beare October 14th.—It was now the time to fulfil 
to Allwood’s fumily; and to this end, 
Thsseditie hs three nen, and told them the wood and 
other materials that had been used in building the houses, 
I shoald consider as o set-off against their labour in 
‘erecting them, for an occupation of seven years; that 
four acres of cleared ground were to be attuched to each 
habitation, for which they should pay a dollar yearly per 
sere, as rent during that term, but nothing for the houses; 
‘and that, if they behaved well, the lease should be fron: 
‘time to time renewed on such terms as at the time might 
‘be jst and reasonable; and that this, and all other rents, 
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wore intended, under present circamstances, to form 
public fund, for any future occasion that might arise for 
the benefit of the colony. There were no objections 
started to these proposals; therefore writings were deli- 
vered fo each of the men, to this purport. “ And sow,” 
said I, “let your wives come to the atorehouse, and fur 
nish thomeclves with kottles and earthenwaro, knives and 
forks, and every other thing requisite to make your homes 
comfortable: as to tables and chairs, and such like, you 
can make those yourselves, at your lelaure, and I will 
provide you with mahogany for the perpose. When 
you have taken your fimilies to live on Edward's Island, 
you shall draw rations weekly, which will be charged to 
you. But I will make you a present of one of the eruall 
canoes among you, or rather to the township; and st my 
expense, Diego and his lads shall set up your hurdle 
enclosures. So that you, Mr. Allwood, und your son, 
‘may continue to work nt Peccary Field.” These propo- 
sitions were well received, and the women lost no time 
in making their demands upon the storehouse in comee- 
quence; but, like some other people who have an account 
with n tradesman, their orders were rather large: how- 
‘ever, I desired they should have whatever they required; 
and accordingly they fitted up their three houses very 
comfortably. Within a few days, I paid a visit to the 
new hamlet, and without any difficulty subdivided the 
twelve acres into threo equal allotments; the shape of 
the cleared ground having been 80 well adapted for diri- 
sion, When I had marked the comers, I left | 

with his train to set about the work of enclosure, 

in the end proved tedious, a8 there was much 

in finding small wood for the purpose, without a 
down some large trees; most of the branches of th 
which bad been felled on clearing the place, laying boes 
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cut up, and carried to the neighbourhood of our residence, 
to be piled for fuel: however, by Saturday the 25th of 
October, he had completed his task, and all was in due 
order at Allwood’s Plantations; for so we now called it. 

The house of Peccary Field, having been three months 
in hand, was beginning to make a respectable appearance ; 
therefore I thought Manus Allwood might be spared 
from the work awhile, to make the necessary furniture 
for himself and friends; and T told him so, lest he and 
they might feel sore at the delay I had alrendy occasioned. 
‘Two of Diego's patriarchs were added to the strength of 
the building party, and the other two left with the Don, 
to keep our place in order. Purdy was ulso allowed to 
give his whole time at home for a while to make fish- 
pots, and to assist the women in various other domestic 
provisions and arrangements necessary to the fture com- 
fort of people newly settled, Having the canoe, he could 
provide them with fish; and I gave him a cask, to sink 
a8 a conservatory for any superabundance he might occa~ 
sionally take. 

My Eliza now sent for the wives of old Allwood, and 
Manus, and Pardy, and gave to each of them six young 
hens and a cock, and as many ducks apiece; also to cach 
a young she goat, and one male amongst the whole party. 
She told them these were her presents, and that all she 
requested in return, was, for the women to take all our 
guines-fowls with thom, in charge for us; rearing new 
broods, and providing us with eggs, and gulenas for the 
table, when required; adding, that she had arranged it 
with me, that I should give them a weekly allowance of 
corn for all their poultry, free of any cost to them, until 
their own harvest came round. The womon exprossed 
muuch gratitude; making many professions of the warmest 
atiachment. Their kind friend then said at parting— 

32 


—_ 








— 





594 SIR EDW. SRAWAND'S ocr, 


“ Remember, nothing but sickness must ¢ver prevent 
your attendance here on the Sabbath! And on that dey, 
a dinner will be provided for you after divine service.” 
They took their leave, loaded with their poultry, and 
dragging their gonts along with them, well satisfied with 
my gracious Eliza, and her kind und useful presenta, On 
the same evening, their husbands came to thank ber also; 
+0 they were all made happy, but she the happiest of the 
party.—“ Mercy ia twice blessed!” snys our inspiral 
Shakspeare; and I say—so is every act of kindnes:— 
“it blesses him that gives, and bim that takes;” bat most 
the giver. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Suxvar, October 20th.—We were much pleased with 
the improved devotion of all our people this day; and 
afterwards, with the great progress many of them hud 
made, in reading words of one and two syllables, in sen- 
tences conveying sense and meaning. 

Monday, 27th.—It had been my orders for some time 
back, for a regular look-out every day at sunrise, from 
the flay-staff; and Martin being in the way, whose re- 
gular business it was, he reported a brig in the offing. 
In consequence, I detained Captain Drake, who went 
with me to the height; and, with the glass, we discovered 
a union jack flying at the fore-top-gullant mast-head of 
the brig. I despatched Martin with the information to 
my wife, desiring him at the same time to tell her not 
to be alarmed, as we intended to fire the gun, when we 
hoisted our colours. Martin was also directed to get the 
Avon ready to go out of hurbour, by the time Captain 
Drake should come down from the height, The shot 
‘was then drawn from the gun, and the match lighted; 
and having given Martin plenty of time to deliver his 
message, the pieos was fired, and the colours hoisted; 
which was answered from the brig, by the union jack 
being hauled down, and the ensign hoisted at the main. 
From this moment I had no doubt of ith being Cuptain 
Taylor, returned to ws in our own ark, and perhaps 
bringing with him some of our family, 1 hostened to 
spprise the dear partnor of all my cures and joys of my 

A thousand fond idens flashed ucross her 
mind, the moment 1 spoke; and in her transport she 
‘threw herself on my breast, saying, “Ob, my dear 
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Edward! if” then pansing, added—* but just as it 
may please God! I will not venture to say more. He 
is our gracious God, und kind Father, and I rest confi- 
dently on his goodness: be it as he will!” 

The Avon was quickly under weigh, having Captain 
Drake on board, with the schooner’s crew. As soon a 
she made sail, I despatched Allwood and Manas in the 
‘srnall boat, to tell their wives what the business was, and 
to bring them back with them if they pleased; but that 
1 dla ot take to pte ae ee 
the vessel’s departure; considering that the 
the strange sailors on aren reins aye 
unpleasant irregularities. 

When the boats were fairly off, my dear wif and my- 
self climbed the promontory; and by the time we had 
placed ourselves under the colours, we saw the Avon go 
alongside of tho brig, as she lay-to, with the mai 
aback. They both quickly made sail, the Avon leading, 
and soon we had the pleasure to see them approach sear 
to the promontory, whon I perceived a female on deck. 
On this discovery, we hastened down to receive them, 
with our hearts full of tender wishes, notwithstanding 
higher feelings of resignation. But nature will speak, if 
it be but in a whisper, And as we watched the vesselt 
coming round the point, that whisper was loud enough 
to be felt, if not heard ; the heart beat high and irre, 
larly, and we could not prevent it, I put the glass to my 
eye, and now saw distinctly ny brother, and 
sister, Amelia, on the quarter-deck of the brig, | 
towards us.—* They are indeed there, my best. 

I exclaimed, “your sister Amelia and my brother!" — 
“ Bloseed be God!” she said, and sunk into my arme 
‘The straggle within her had been grent, to repress these 
emotions; bat now thut they had burst the bounds of 
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restraint, she wasovercome. In a little, she sighed deeply, 
then by degrees raised up her head and smiled, looking 
earnestly towards the vessel. The schooner’s best boat 
had beea manned with Diego and Xavier, and the All- 
woods, who had just returned with the women from the 
opposite shore; so that the moment the brig dropped 
anchor, we stepped in, and rowed alongside, My dear 
Elias, with the agility of « kid, sprung up on deck, and 
T quickly followed her. We each flew into the arms of 
the children of our fathers, Blessed moment! blessed 
by Him we adore! und blessed by many an eyo that 
saw it! 

I was glad to see Captain Taylor again, aud shook 
him heartily by the band; then embarking in the boat, 
for the shore, with our brother and sister, who had become 
doubly so by their intermarringe, I requested: Captain 
‘Taylor to join us wt dinner; at the sume time tuking him 
aside, I told him my restrictions respecting his crew; 
but added, that fish and vogetables should immediatoly 
ve sent off for their refreshment. Our people waited to 
greet our coming friends, upon the beach, with every 
testimony of respectful attachment; but our domestics 
alone followed us to the mansion. Here we welcomed 
‘our dear guests with a hew embrace; my beloved wife 
saying, “This is indeed « happy day to us.”— And to 
us also, my dear Elizn,” replied her sister. 

‘They now expressed their surprise at every thing 
around them,—the stapendous hill, the placid and exten 
sive lake, the beautiful shores that seemed to surround it 
on every side, and the little ecttlement opposite did not 
‘escape their observation.‘ And is it here you were 
wrecked, brother?” said James. —“ Yes," I replied; 
“here; we will point out the exact spot to you by and 
‘by."—“ But this islond is not the uncivilised, half deso- 
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late place, in which we expected to find you,” returned 
he,—* No,” roplied my Eliza; “our God has made the 
wilderness to blossom ns the rose! and when we were 
thrown on this coast, Edward and I, and Fidele here, 
were all our company.”—“O Fidele!” cricd Amelia, 
the little creature at Inst attracting her attention, * come 
hore.” The fond animal, on being spoke to, raised its 
fore-fect on her knee, and seemed to devour her hund 
with caresses.—“ You know me then, Pidele?” continued 
she, On which the kind little creaturo redoubled itt 
fondness, us much as to say, “I do indeed remember 
you.” The ladies now soon retired to the bedehamber, 
and I requested my brother to walk down with me to the 
beach. We met Diego by the way. “Hark you,” mid 
1, “lodge the four lads in the plank-house, and remove 
all the stores out of our store-room into the house om the 
north; and have a good lock fitted to it, and some sbelves 
instantly put up there, for the reception of the things that 
may require them.” Diego bowed more elegantly than 
usual, but without speaking a word, and retired to exe 
cute the orders I had given bim,—* Is that a negro?” 
said my brother; I should say he ie a very well-bred 
man.” — How can it be otherwise, brother," E replied, 
smiling; “is not he at court? He is my minister for 
the home department,” This eally made James senile in 
return; but he evidently did not know whether to con- 
sider me in jest or earnest. 

‘That there might not be aay confusion in carrying the 
things through the hall, out of the store-room, 
dinner, they were all removed without loa of 
the floor of the vacuted room washed out. At theap- 
pointed hour, we had the pleasure to see the: 
walk into the hall; and our brother and sister, well 
dressod, quickly after make their appearances ao thet 
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dinner had not to wait for the guests, nor the guests for 
the dinner,—a point of some importance to all parties; 
for without this observance, either the dinner is spoiled 
by waiting for the guests, or the appetite of the gaests 
taken away by waiting for the dinner. During the repast, 
Mrs. Rotu had many commendations for her excellent 
fare, ani still more exquisite cookery; but our dear rele 
tions, as they sat at table, were more delighted with the 
fine view through the open doors, than with all the cun- 
ning of Dame Rota’s cookery. After dinner we had the 
best dessert our islind could afford; our first pine-apple 
was cut for the occasion; Diego had brought in some 
ripe bananas from the wild plants noar the spring, to 
which was added a fine musk-molon, cut in the dell since 
we sat down to dinner, With such w display, and a 
bottle of Canary, I was enabled to entertain our friends 
nobly. The Captains, with becoming delicacy, loft us at 
an early hour, to amoke their cigars an bonrd. After 
they were gone, our second bedstead wax put into the 
room that had been prepared for it, and three or four 
chairs, with a small table; und the second chest of draw- 
‘ors, with ull other requisites, as far as our means would 
(go, were got in, and arranged for the comfort and accom- 
modation of the welcome accession to our family. Being 
‘alone, we now talked over family affairs, and read the 
letters they had brought with them from Awbury, which 
afforded a heartfelt pleasure to us both. After the letters 
Tead been perused, and many « kind word had passed 
from the lips of my Eliza, in affectionate acknowledg- 
‘mont of what her much revered fathor had written to her 
‘and to myself, we entered generally on the subject of 
family affairs, in the course of which her sister took 
‘eccasion to say,—*So you perceive that we were deter- 
‘mined to lose no time in joining you; for as no ono would 
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"have me, and nobody would have James;—is it not so, 
James?” continued she, “we cut the matter short, and 
followed your example."—* You little monkey!" cried 
her husband, “ you know I bad long pined to make my~ 
self happy with you, but only wanted those means which 
our kind brother here, 90 unexpectedly afforded ts.”— 
“All is well)” ryjoined my Eliza; “and that same 
brother will do every thing in his power, to make you 
both comfortable here, now that you haye confided your- 
selves to his fricndship.” On her saying this, 1 took 
my brother's hand, which was the best speech T could 
make on the occasion, Our conversation next turned on 
my uncle, whose letter by them I had not yet read, but 
which I begged leave now to open. I read it to myself, 
and smiled:—This is a very different letter from the 
last, my dear Elim,” said I, putting it in my pocket. 
And there is a little postscript in it, from my good old. 
aunt, tolling mocthe Vinginian nightingale is well; and 
if I have any other pretty thing to send her, Captain 
Taylor will take charge of it. You may, perhaps, think 
of eomething for her, dearest,” continued I. AIL masters 
uppermost being now nearly exhausted, we took coflee, 
and soon after rotired to rest, 

‘Tuesday, 28th.—Captain Taylor waited on me early 
in the morning, telling me, he wished to proceed to the 
Bay of Honduras without Joss of time, as my cous 
would be expecting his arrival with anxiety; and, there 
fore, forthwith he would land the supplies which het 
been shipped for me by my uncle’s orders. I told him 
to do #0; and that I certainly would take what my amele 
had sent out by him on my account, although I had net 
ordered anything of my uncle; and there were many 
things in the inventory useless to us, anid many others 
wo did not want, Among the former were blankets aad 
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candle moulds; among the latter, large quantities of 
bottled beer and cheese. However, there was much 
welcome mutter in the provision way, and otherwise, Tn 
short, such am assortment as would be ordered by a person 
kooping a general store in any of the West India islands. 
The amount of the inyoice was 480/,; but my uncle 
had not counted without his host: he had learned from 
Captain Taylor that I had brought an iron chest well 
filled with money from Jamaica, although he could not 
devise how T came by it; neither could the captain furnish 
him with any information beyond surmises. The story 
of our attack on the Guarda Costa’s boat, having been 
magnified so us to throw a wonderful light on the subject, 
my uncle, in his letter, says (in that familiar phraseology 
which he sometimes chose to use in writing, ax well ax in 
speaking) —* Eh, Ned! 'tis well thee didst not lose either 
life or limb in the attack on the Galleon; how much did 
come to thy share?—'Tis a secret, may be! thee must 
‘have got «pretty penny; did hear thou hast a large iron 
chest full, besides the schooner thou bouglit, and what 
didst send to Awbury: well, thou arta good-hearted fellow, 
Ned: and now thy brother and his wife wish to join thee, 
T will let Taylor take them out for 20/. a head, in his way 
to the Bay; as he wlls me he can pop in on you, without 
going much out of his way; and I take upon me to send 
thee owt an investment by him, of which thee mayost take 
touch, orlittle, or all: butthe goods are shipped purpovely 
for theo; and thou mayest make good profit on them, if 
thou knowest how; but if thou wilt not take them, I may 
be loser, The amount, to be sare, is large, but if not 
convenient to pay ready money (for which will allow five 
per cent. discount), thee shall have credit for twelve 
imoniths, till Taylor makes his next voyage.” My uncle 
enclosed in his letter a counter-atatement to mine, re- 
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spocting the disbursements for the brig, and the prices of 
the things T had taken out of her while she lay a wreck; 
contriving to make the balance considerably more in bis 
own favour than I had done; however, I resolved to let 
Wives Normans tory en 
to his own statement. Aftor breakfast, 

employed iia ung nny a hg 
landed, and in superintending their removal to the great 
storchouse, ‘Vicaneks ive engegel id tle Sea 
with Captain Taylor; in doing which I took my unele at 
his word, deducting five per cent. from the amount of the 
invoice; a subtraction, in truth, it coukl well bear, This 
being done, I gave Captain Taylor a set of bills on 
‘Mesers, Perry and Co, of London, for the amount of 
the invoice, and balance of the other sccounta, for which 
T took his receipts. 

Our dear friends from Awbury had not burdened them- 
welves with many matters beyond their wardrobe, so that 
all their moveubles were soon conveyed into our mansion, 
During wy counting-house occupations, my wife and her 
sister, with James also, wore busily employed fn writing 
Yong lotters to England, in which I interrupted Bliss, 
saying—“ Go, dear, and put up a piece of the silver tiene 
for my aunt, and tell her it cane from China: which 
I believe it did, some how or other! and write her # 
fow Lines with my love.” I then eat dows amid my 
‘own letters to England; which were rathor 
T hope to the purpose, T next dashed off = 
‘but civil one to my cousin at George's Key; 
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had at Teast five leagues to run, before she could be con- 
sidered in the fair way beyond the shoals and reefs. 

After work, the brig’s crew were regaled aguin to-day 
with fresh fish and vegetables; and in the evening were 
allowed to go ashore on tho isthmus, to amuse themselves 
by walking anywhere, except crossing the stroamlet to 
the southward. We found there was some difficulty in 
getting this order obeyed ; which led me to the deter- 
mination, on some future day, to make a strong paliradoe 
(with 2 gate in it), from the sea to the face of the pro- 
montory, for the purpose of fencing in my own residence. 
We did not dine till three o'clock to-day, every one being 
closely employed, to enable Captain Taylor to sail in the 

ing, 

During dinner, at which Drake was present, Taylor 
often expressod his great pleasure in the progress every 
day produced in the comforts of our little colony. Hiv 

I confixs, delighted me nota little. But he 
sdded—* T don’t see how you are to get any trade here.” 
—* Ol" T replied, with a grave sir, “we can board a 
galloon now and thon; that will do.""—James and he 

at each other.— My dear brother,” said Eliza, 
* you look like Gil Blas, when he saw Captain Rolando! 
Do you really think my husband is a pirate ?—he is only 
playing off a joke st your uncle’s expense; who says, in 
bis lotter, that hopes Edward had a good share of the gatleon 
he boarded! Now that impression must have arisen from 
something you told him, Captain Taylor,” added she, 
addressing Taylor, “ about eupturing the Guarda Costa's 
boat, with the two Bermudians; and that is the galleon 
floating in his brain.” Jaies and his wif now laughed, 
and Captain Taylor began to explain; but we soon per- 
ceived, by bis confused apology, that he had said rather 
more to my unele than had been quite correct: however, 
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so that the glasx shades were pluced over the candles, 
Amelia admired them very much, “So elegant,” she 
said, “ in their appearance, and 20 useful in 
protecting the Sane front tia ene ob aie) ee 
indeed, was pretty fresh sometimes, as we permitted it to 
perflate our dwelling by night as well ns by day. She 
did not, however, seem as pleased with my cigar; and 
she openly expressed her dislike, wheu James discovered 


the tormenting bites of myriads of sandeflies."—* Very 
well,” she replied, “when the sand-flies bite, be may 
smoke! But, at no time I can over like it. 

never smoke in England, till they are half a hundred 
yeurs old, and then they use a handsome pipe, which 
certainly in on old gentleman's hand looks 
respectable; like a justice of the pence! but as to these 
cigars, they remind me of dirty boys, trying to smoke 
« piece of stick." —Eliza and T looked at each other, snl 
smiled, At this moment our captains came in, whe had 
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vexed at the spirit of the action, and therefore had gently 
chided her; telling her she was welcome to look into any 
of her sister's drawers, but never again to attempt to pry 
into anything that more especially belonged to her hus- 
band, “ whose desk, or other lock-up places,” I told her, 
“even myself did not presume to look into without hig 
permission, I was sorry,” added my gentle love, “to 
be obliged to say 80 much to my eister; but I had met 
am attempt on her part to sift the secrot of your wealth, 
at an earlier hour this morning; and I determined in- 
stantly to crush the spirit at ouce in her, on discovering 
her peeping into the iron chest-'"— I, too, am sorry for 
this, dearest,” retarned 1; “for doubta between relatives 
are ugly things.”"— O never mind, we shall be as good 
friends as ever,” she replied; ‘and now the ground is 
made sure.” 

Wednesday, 29th.—Cuptain Taylor took his leave as 
soon ax the sea-breeze freshened ; and the Avon got under 
weigh with him, to sce him clear of the shoals, by the 
same passage he had entered the harbour. After break- 
fast, James and I went out together to visit the several 
houses on the plantation, and to show him other parts of 
my little domain. He was delighted with the finely- 
shnded walk through the woodland region, and with the 
gah of water that burst from the cliff’ 1 showed him 
our wooden palace, and described to him how I built it 
with my own hands. I then took him to the inlet, where 
the kind providence of God had placed the brig, after 
delivering us from the rects and rocks; the situation of 
whieh E also pointed out to him. I then took him into 
the recess where once the thicket stood, and showed him 
‘our extensive storehouse, and the spacious cavern within 
it, whieh much excited his astonishment. Ho said, the 
place, taken altogether, the depth of the recess, the per- 
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pendicular of the rock, its vast altitada, the completeness 
veut eo os 
appearance of the cave, with the light coming in | 

the rock behind, filled his mind with 

iden of on enchanted cavern. “Now, James” ae 
“you must take change of ull these things, and keep books 
of them regularly, a8 T have done; and I will allow you 
o inne. e yeeneae eet patseg ai 
stances may permit, you | commence oa 
merchant, and all the money you can make shall be your 
own. I will give you a house, and lands, and servants; 
and I will enable you to start fair, unencumbered, and 
in the possession of avery requisite for success.” —“ My 
dear brother,” he replied, * E will be guided entinely by 
you; and, under that guidance, act precisely as you may 
point out; and, I hope, Cchall not be ungratefal for your 
Kindness.” 

‘The Avon retarned about half-past twelve o’clock, amt 
after the people hud dined, we proceeded in ber to Pec 
cary Field, where the carpenters were et work. “That 
is a capital looking house,” observed James, as we drew 
near the bttle bay.—* I hope, my dear brother,”” 
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**O, no,” was my reply; wo. shonldl ys 
friends better than ourselves.” Lion mot a 

T had given orders that he should be of the p 
the peccarics at a distance, and ultimately, 
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“ This is, indeed,” exclaimed James, “a charming spot.” 
The house was now quite up, and the carpenters in the 
act of patting on the shingles; so that, externally, it had 
all the appearance of being complete. “In a couple of 
months,” said I, “you will be able to inhabit it, if you 
please. But T advise you to remain with us till the latter 
end of February; by which time I shall be able to fit up 
the interior, and to furnish you with a suitable establish- 
ment.” After porambulating the adjacent shore und 
grounds, we returned, bringing Drake along with us to 
dinner. James was full of what he had seen; so that 
the moment he entered the hall, he began to tell his wife 
of the wonders he had encountered beyond the woodlands, 
‘and of the fine house T bad built for them at Peccary 
Field; and during dinner he continued to talk of nothing 
but what he had seen; 40 that our sister was quite agog 
to go over the ground again with bim, which I promised 
she should do to-morrow. 

Thursday, 30th,—Captain Drike was desired to send 
off the Avon, with the men and their requisites, to the 
rock; and to attend on my brother and his wife with 
the schooner’s large boat, and row them to Peceary Field, 
My deur Eliza took care to put up a basket with refresh- 
ments, and « bottle of wine for the party; not forgetting 
a few cigars, by way of a little innocent mischief, Now 
Drake was fond of a cigur, like the Spaniards, at all 
hours; and we well knew he would not miss the treat, 
whenever he saw one near him; and strange to say, when 
he did turn to, to regalo himsolf in this manner, Amelia 
hegan to find a cigar not quite so abominable a thing as 
she had declared it to be. On their retarn, ae 
seemed quite delighted with the day's excursion; and 
while describing to us the pleasant spot at the head of 
the crock, whore they had spread forth the contents of 
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promontory; and having hoisted the colours, sent down 
Martin to tell me it was a Spanish unarmed schooner. 
My good friend soon after followed his messenger. <1 
think she wants to come in,” snid he to me: “she is 
lying to.”—" Very well," returned I: “ go out to her 
with the Avon; but arm the boat's crew, for fear of 
8 trap, and take Xavier to interpret.” He did all I 
directed ; and in balf an hour sailed out of the harbour. 
Diogo sounded the bugle, and Manus and. Purdy in- 
stantly came over in the canoe. I then took some of 
the men with me to the height, to be ready with a shot, 
if there should be any hostile intention, But I soon 
perocived all was right, seeing the Spaniard follow in 
the wake of the Avon. However, us this fellow would 
earry some report of us somewhere, I thought it prudent 
to put on my commander's uniform ; and give a musket 
aad accoutrements to Allwood and his son (who had both 
doen militiamen at Jamaica), and post them as sontinels; 
fone at the nding-place near the Black Rock, and the 
‘other to walk to and fro on the open ground before the 
mansion. When the Spaniard came to an anchor, I sent 
my brother in the four-onred boat, to bring the captain 
oa shore. When he made his appearance, I received 
him with all the importance and gravity of a Spanish 
hidalgo; which did not fail to make the desired impros- 
tion. Diego was standing behind my chair; but my 
Bilis and her sister were in one of the bed-roems.— 
“ Where did you come from ?"”—* From Santa Martha.” 
= Where are you bound?”—* To the Hayanna.”— 
“ What do you want here?” —“I have sprung a leak; 
and, seeing the land, stood in as far as I could for the 
breakers; and hoisted my colours, in hope of relief.” — 

“Do you know where you are?” —“ I am not sure,” he 
replied ; “I believe these islunds are called the Serravbas; 
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tain Drake and the sentinel on guard. Every one came 
dressed in their best; and our brother and sister were 
much impressed by the scene they, witnessed. 1 believe 
it raised us higher in their esteem, than all our wealth. 
The teaching, however, was this day dispensed with; 
having desired Diego to make the people walk by twos 


reality we were. Tho settlement at Allwood’s Plantation 
made a respectable appearance; and the empty house at 
Peccary Pield looked very grand; #0 that by this stra- 
fagem, and the firing of the gun, I hoped to obviate any 

opinion the stranger might otherwise conceive 
of the English colony in these islands. 

‘Monday, 34.—By middle day, the Spaniard had got 
oat all his cargo, and was brought alongside of the Black 
Rock; and there soon hove keel out. She had started a 
plank, and it is only to be wondored that she did not 
founder; for it was loosened fore and aft, Formidable 
as this accident really was, it could be repaired in a day: 
T therefore, putting on my ordinary dress, went with my 
brother in a boat to the rock; and, calling Xavier, told 
him to tell the Spanish captain to walk up to the store, 
and see if there were any things he would wish to buy, or 
to take in barter, for some of his argo. All our people 
‘knew the policy of my conduct towards the Spaniard, 
wad therefore concealed from him my being the same 
person he saw in the commandant’s uniform: and having 
a air daiedmeeiien nae tt 

some other individual. The captain readily 
to the storehouse, where Diego and two 
were apparently employed. Xavier then 
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of the carpenters, including my poor slave Allan Decrick, 
I gave five dollars. “Tunk you, massa,” said he; “you 
treat me same as free man.”—* Yes, Derrick,” I replied, 
“po one shall feel hore that he is not free, unless he is 
had; and all who are not free, who continue good for 
seven years in my service, T will then give to them their 
frondom."— Tank you, massa,” cried the poor negro, 
clapping his hands; and all around joined in the accla- 
mation, 

T brought the bag of dollars T had received from the 
Spaniard, into my own room, on my return to the house 
with Jarnes, after distributing the amount paid for repair 
ing the schooner among the people. “ Now,” said I to 
my brother, “let us make an entry of this transaction in 
the books.” And while we were ¢o employed in the hall, 
our wives joined us I then left James writing; and 
brought the bag of dollars out of our room, and placed it 
on the table, “ Here, brother,” resumed T, “ calculate 
the freight and insurance on the goods we have sold; add 
to that the invoice prices ; and see what profit arisoa,”— 
“The invoice prices, said he, “amount to 1112 sterling, 
and the freight, etc, say to 92, making 120A sterling, 
which is 504 dollars.”—* Woll, then, Jamor,” returned. 
I, counting out 196 dollars from the bag; “ there is the 
profit for yon, aryl thus T will deal with you as long as 
we are brothers.” He was overpowered by my gene- 
rosity, and Amelia also; who said—* It i no wonder, 
Edward, you are so rich, if money comes in like this!” 
‘The sight of so many dollars was a novelty to her; and 
while sho was turning over the splendid coin, her sister 
brought her out an empty bag from our coffers, to put 
them in. Poor souls! they were quite overjoyed ut this 
commencement of their good fortune: we, although not 
thus exhilarated, joined in their pleasurable foelings; and 
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some things for my brother's house, 1 therefore chose 
to embrace the interval of the Spaniard’s absence, to have 
this voyage made, which, at any rate, must otherwise 
have soon been undertaken. When my soul's partner 
and I retired to our own room, I explained to her the 
objects I bad in view by sending off the Porghee 20 
suddenly. We consulted together on the subject, 
the greater part of the night, discovering every naw and 
then something more that would be desirable for Drake 
to accomplish when at Kingston, And having, at Inst, 
satisfied our minds with a full contemplation of the 
matter, we offerel up our prayers at the throne of grace; 
and then, endeavouring to dismiss all worldly care, re- 
signed oureolves to the woleome influence of sleep. 
Friday, 7th. —We were all busily employed this 
morning, in writing to England; my wife, and her sister, 
to our friends; I transcribing duplicates of letters, with 
Bille, givon to Captain Taylor for my uncle, together 
with an order for goods by the Mary next year. I wrote 
also to Perry and Co., and to Mr. Green, at Kingston, 
‘These done, I made out Captain Drake's ordore, desiring 
him to procure two sawyers and one bricklayer, all free 
people, if he could find them, I did not care whether 
they were whites, blacks, or mulattocs, with or without 
families, But if he could not procure free people, he was 
to purchase slave workmen ; single men, if he could get 
them; but if not, to take husbands, wives, and children, 
at a fair price, Also, to buy seven young negro men, 
and foor young females newly arrived from Guinea; und 
to take in bricks, planks, boards, one hundred bushele of 
maize, bales of negro clothing, bales of checks and stripes, 
boxes of linen, boxes of large coloured handkerchiefs 
for the head, bales of leather, two grindstones, packagos 
of hoes and bill-hooks, bags of nails, ete, agreenble to 
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bound ap with os in one interest, and in one faith, serving 
cach other in love. 

‘Three carpenters were still kept on at Poccary Field 
house, to finish the intorior, in doing which they required 
ho extra assistance. Manus continued at Allwood's Plan« 
tation, making furniture; and Diego and his four men 
being now at leisure, bad set about completing the painting 
of the great storehouse, roof and sides, and all the houses 
on oar plantation, excepting the mansion, One of the 
two poultry girls was added to the washerwomen, in lieu 
of Mira; a single “ honwife” (as my fathor used to call 
such = person in his firm) being found quite enough for 
the business, since its management had become better 
understood. Still there was plenty to do, notwithstanding 
the late abstraction of poultry for Allwood’s Plantation 5 
for the young broods of geese, turkeys, ducks, and fowls 
were numerous, and the whole flock, taken together, 
Quite a swarm, Besides, the pigs hud maltiplied from 
four to twenty-four, and the outs, after sending away 
four to Allwood’s settlement, still numbered ten. Et is 
true that Diego's men looked afer the pigs; which now 
had « commodious sty, boarded off for them in the s. 2. 
corner of the groat stoccade, never boing allowed to 
range about but whén Abel, or some other of the patriarchs, 
eoald be spared to run ut their heels. 

‘Sunday, 9ih.—We enjoyed our assembling together 
of the Sabbath, in happy quietness; no hurry of spirits, 
fo distraction of thought: and our school, ufter prayers, 
was strictly attended to; in which duty our brother and 
sister cheerfully lent their aid, and I was huppy to see 
their zeal in the business. 

vie 10th.—Our men baving their several oceu- 

pations assigned them, at which they were to continue 
eee orvntionty ohtaling Be brother 
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would set abont the job immodiately; and as Diego had 
finished the painting, two of his mon were to be sent 
to their assistance: Diego himself, with the others of 
his party, being retained to grind corn, procure fish, and 
do other things required in his victualling department. 
Besides, poor old fellow, he was now our look-out at the 
Aag-staff. 


‘There was, however, a business hanging over us to be 
done, in which my dear wife took a lively interest. The 
pigeons must be shut ont from their ancient domain, the 
cave; for we found they soiled the packages stowed there. 
‘My Eliza decply regretted the necessity of this measure; 
and stipulated, for thote ancient possessor of the place, 
that they should receive at our hands the best indemnity 
in our power. After many consultations, it was at length 
determined to construct a large pigeon-house round the 
sides of the natural shaft of their entrances which was to 
be closed at one end by lattice-work, #0 ax to admit light 
and air into the cave; and, as this lattice-work frame was 
to be placed in the interior of the opening, the passage to 
whieh through the rock might be six or eight feet, we 
hoped a sufficiently commodious habitation would thus 
‘be afforded to the poor ousted natives of the cavern. But 
‘as time most pass, before it could be completed, it was 
ako resolved that the pigeons should be allowed quiet 
possession of their former home, till the now one was 
ready for them. We, therefore, meanwhile, directed the 
stores to be from the sides of the cave, where, 
‘only, they were liable to be smeared. But this reminds 
me to notice that the pigeons which Captain Drake 
Broaght from Jamaica, above three months ago, had 
taken kindly to a tea-box we had stack up at the end of 
‘the fowl-house in the stoccado; but our own two little 
‘wild pots would not associate with them, but left us when 
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continued ber work as usual. My dear wife and her 
sister lost no time in visiting the little stranger, adminis- 
tering every thing necessury to the mother; nnd on their 
return they set about making buby-clothes, with which, 
Laftcrwards understood, the mother would gladly have 
dispensed, having wrapped the child up in a large 
coloured eotton handkerchief, which she thought quite 
sufficient and less troublesome; but as the infant must 
be drested after the English fashion, our two ladies soon 
carried it into effect, though to the great discomfort of 
beth mother and child. But he was our first-born! and 
there was, of course, a great fuss about him; and to 
honour him as much as possible, his nnme must be 
George, after our good king. “Very well,” said 1, “be 
itso: and if he take hie father’s name us a patronymic, 
it will sound altogether nobly, George Xavier!” But, 
alas! the peculiar pronunciation of the Spaniards was 
not favourable to the name of this august infant; for both 
fathor and mother, and Diego too, when speaking of him 
hy his name, ealled him “Gorgy Shaver,” oF * Corky 
7" which, in a great measure, destroyed the sub- 
ini of my intention. 
the interest this new event excited in 
tunit of my dear wif, she could not help observing 
my anxiety respecting the Porghee, and took every 
ity of consoling me, and setting my mind at 
rest; first, by showing the probability of unexpected 
delay in accomplishing my orders; and next, by directing 
my intellectual eye to the providence of that God who 
had hitherto made us his especial care. During Satur- 
day, T gave too much occasion for her kind solaces ; and 
on Sunday, during divine service, our anxious hearts 
openly offered up a prayer for their safety. 
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done right or wrong; but I have bronght four families 
T saw in distress at Kingston. The men had belonged to 
the temporary corps that was raised, you may remember, 
for putting down the Maroons; but being found useless, it 
was disbanded. Such as chose wore sent back to America, 
whene they camo; but these four families, being foolishly 
ailvised, remained in Jamaica; and gradually found them- 
selves in no better condition than the free negroes, which 
is bad onongh."—"Go and tell them,” suid I, “they 
shall be well received; but where to lodge them, Drake, 
T really do not know. Who else have you got?”— 
* Byery one,” he replied, “you desired me to obtain.” — 
You have done well!" returned I. “Go and tell them 
also, they shall be kindly treated; but for a litte time 
Shey ‘weet pet ep. with  yrent inoonveniences. And let 
them land forthwith.” 

Tn about half an hour, tho soldiers and their families 
were conducted to the mansion, and brought into the 
hall. received them courteously; and my dear wifi, 
who never could bear {to see even an insect in suffering, 
spoke kindly to the women, The men were beyond the 
prime of life, and looked the worse for wear; the wives 
were slaiteras; and the children looked sickly. The 
Youngsters were nine, altogether; and the eldest of them 
a boy about twelve years old: there were four boys, 
and five girls, the youngest of which was in its mother’s 
arms. [told Diego to show them under the cotton-tree, 
whose ample shade would make a comfortable temporary 
‘retreat, and to desire Rota to givo them some solid re- 
freshment. 


4 Tummes," said Ito my brother, afler they were gone, 
“there is nothing for it, I perceive, but to convert your 
ws ear eee ah round, 
poople.”"—"It is yours, brother,” he roplied ; 
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massa,” she replied, courtesying. “We would take them 
oarselves,” continued she, but Mira is come back, and 
she and Martin are again with us; and La Seiora, I 
know, would not send them to trouble Hachinta and her 
little child,” —# But then,” I rejoined, * Derrick and his 
‘wife must take their husbands also.”—“ But they not 
married yet,” rejoined Rota, looking with no inconsider- 
able importance, as she made the reply.—“ You are quite 
right, Deena,” I exclaimed; “wo will see about that 
on Sunday j and you may now tell them xo.” 

There was so much bustle in the settlement, by the 
arrival of all these people, that we found no time even 
to sit down to dinner, Captain Drake handed me my 
letters, and gave me an outline of his voyage and expen 
ditures, while snatching a morsel ; but we were too much 
emgrossed in considering and in doing what was now 
required of us, to enter on details, He merely told me 
he had sold the dye.woods well, but that the proceeds 
and all the doubloons, excepting ten, had been expended; 
fd these he now gave me. “Finish your sangurecy 
my good fellow," said I; “and take the soldiers and 
their families, and whatever they may have brought with 
them, to Poceary Field house, in the Avon; take the 
seven new negro men also, and put the New Englanders 
into the boat to work her; it may bo as well for the 
prevent to keep thom out of the way. Lodge the soldiers 
in the four bed-rooms, and put the negro men into the 
out-houses, where they will be sufficiently well sccom- 
modated. And I should wish, moreover, that you would 
take your eot with you to sling in ane of the saloons, so 
‘a8 to keep an eye on the strangers until we know them 
better. Desire Diego,” continued I, “to furnish you 
with for their subsistence, and whatever else 
you, you may require to take with you.” Drake 
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modation of others; but I cannot give that house to the 
negro wenches, since you are so good as to leave it at 
my disposal.” Take house thore on other side, good 
massa, sir," he replied; “cave large, sir; great stores 
house large, #ir; plenty of room there, sir. Can empty 
plantation storehouse, and make place for all the young 
women in it, sir. May be, La Senora and the hermana 
Doana will pnt some little things that they and Rota 
may want, in their own rooms here, sir.”—'A very good 
proposal, Diegoy” said If “a0 Ict all the bulky stores 
be removed from the plantation storehouse this very 
morning: its shelves, however, may be still occupied by 
jars and the fruits; but as soon as the ground-foor is 
cleared, send Xavicr and Derrick to fit it up for the 
girls to sloop in.” To this arrangement the ladies made 
‘no objection; tut, on the contrary, commended Diego 
for bis sagucity. 
Drake came now over from Poceary Field, 
with two of the soldiers. Ono of those mon (James 
‘2 Scotsman) had been a corporal in the corps to 
he formerly belonged. My zealous friend thought 
it his duty to offer Craig to my notice as a well-behaved, 
sober-minded man: on which T called him to me, and 
told him he should have charge of the barrack, as long 
as the people were to remain in it, and that all provisions 
and other things for their use would be placed under his 
care; that I should look to him for n rogular uceount of 
all disbursements; and that he would be furnished with 
pens, ink, paper, and « book for the purpose. The cor 
poral touched his hat, and I was well pleased thus to rid 
my friend Drako of a troublesome office, It was not 
Jong before the soldiors returned to their quarters, with 
1 scenario lag ao, owe ye 
low Englanders. 
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dressed in striped linen, with coloured handkerchiefs on 
the head, tied 4 la Francaise en bandeau ; and when this 
was done, she appointed to each their respective oceupn- 
tions, placing them more immediately under the direction 
and control of their governant, good old Rots. 

Wedneselny, 24th—The schooner had been moved 
over to the creek in the ufternoon: and this morning, 
Martin and Purdy, with Hall and Hackett, the two New 
Englanders, wore sent in the Avon to the castern islands, 
6 procure a supply of turtlo; while Drake and his party 
at Peccary Ficli, und Allwood with his purty at Edward's 
Island, were hard at work felling trees, to make clear the 
grounds for our approaching field labour. Being now « 
Tittle at leisure, I sent for Hart the bricklayer, and came 
at onee to an understanding with him about wages and 
#0 forth; telling regular account should be opened 
for him, so that whatever conveniences he wanted for 
his family, he might now have from the store on credit, 
Having thus disposed of him, and the great hody of the 
people being well employed, I found my mind somewhat 
at rest, 

‘My brother, however, still had full occupation at the 
storehouse, with Derrick and Xavier for assistants, in 
making good stowage of the things; 80 us to be all 
conveniently at hand, without incurring confusion and 
delay, when any particular article might be wanted. But 
it now became absolutely necessary to exclude the wild 
Pigeons from the cave, and I felt myself called upon to 
perform the terms my Eliza had stipulated for on their 
bebalf'; and to this ead, Hart and Xavier were instracted 
to fit up the gallery which communicates with the cavern 
fe ib and then place a lattice- 

work partition cross the inner opening; ¢0 that, while 
‘we gave them tho best accommodation in our power, I 
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needles, ete., to make up their clothes. The women 
were much gratified at seeing her, but more so when the 
presents appeared; but I left her with them, and visited 
Drake and his party, who were getting on apace. After 
my Eliza had finished her kind donations to the wives 
and children of the soldiers, (during which she gave 
them salutary admonitions about cleanliness, and their 
expected attendance on Sundays at divine worship,) we 
‘then embarked, and returned home much pleasod by our 
expedition. : 

Sunday, 28th.—At ten o'clock, the whole settlement 
assembled (o divine worship; which was conducted with 
as much order and solemnity as possible, considering 
the motley group that formed our congregation. After 
prayers, Xavier's infant was baptized; and then I pro- 
ceeded to marry Ned Hall and Ben Hackett, the two 
New England blacks, to their respective betrothed 
spouses, who had accompanied them from Kingston. 
‘There was no school teaching to-day, the ceremonies 
mentioned baying made it Inte. Besides, in consequence 
of our great numbers, I thought it best to send the sol- 
diers and their families back to Peccary Field; and also 
Allvood’s families 10 their homes, immediately after ser- 
‘vies: the bridegrooms with their brides being put in tem- 
porary possession of the vacant house at our plantation, 

Monday, 20th.—This morning I desired Hurt the 
bricklayer to construct @ limekiln on the isthmus, to the 
‘north-west of the plank-house. Thore were plenty of 
bricks on the ground. Tho coals had been landed close 
to the black rock, and the whole promontory was moun- 
tain limestone, so that his work was altogether quite et 
‘hand; and hammers being provided to break the lime- 
one small, I told him T should expect great expedition 

outa kiln of burnt lime. The ground-clearing 
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cleared ground, which altogether might amount to four- 


teen meres. 

I took the opportunity which our present leisure 
afforded, to send for the soldiers. I told them it was 
my intention to lodge Corporal Craig in a vacant house 
on my own plantation, in consideration of his being their 
non-commissioned officer; but I would give the others 
each n heiues with some lend, at the northern extremity 
of the isthmus; and that no time should be lost in the 
business, provided each and every one of thom continued 
to wet with the same propriety they hitherto had done: 
and I requested Drake to go the next morning early, 
and take any persons with him he might chooee, to mark 
out six lots, of four acres each, in a line betwoen tho high 
black rock east of Peccary Field, and the littl: rivulet. 

This little rivulet was the same my dear Eliza and 
myself hed seen, when we feared we mightagain encounter 
the rocks, after having been delivered from the perils of 
the reef. 

My dear helpmate bad not been unmindful of the 
bricklayor’s family, since thcy landed at our settlement. 
She hud supplied them with many comforts; and took 
the trouble to admonish the woman on points of order 
and cleanliness, und directed Mira to spare an hour in 
the day to teach the children to read. Martin now again 
became our look-out and our fishorman, and attended 
my brother occasionally at the store; and thus we pro- 
the Sabbath, as it came round. 

1736. Tuesday, January Gih—The wind was very 
uasettled all day; I therefore gave orders for all work 
to he suspended, and sent such supplies, as might be 
for a week or two, to the distant settlements. 
‘Captain Drake was requested to return to Peccary Creek 
immediately, The sails of the schooner were unbent, 
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Monday, 12ch.—Notwithstanding our care of the lime, 
the rains had got to it; and some of the planks were 
nearly consumed by toking fire: but as the heat extri- 
cated itself below, the rain kept down tho inflammability 
of the wood, and little further damage ensued. We found 
the beach corered with sea-weed, and broken reeds, and 
shells, The turtle eras! was knocked in pieces, and the 
staves scattorod in every direction. Ourtub conservatory 
was also thrown on the strand, ‘The sugar-canes wore 
broken off short above the roots, or knocked down; and 
the pine-apple plants much injured. The canoes and 
bouts drawn up upon the beach, had been moved from 
their places, but without receiving much damage. All the 
buildings stood secure; but the stoccado of the poultry 
yard was blown down, and part of it carried to a consi- 
Werable distance, and some of the poultry killed, Early 
in the day, we were visited by Captain Dmke, who ree 
ported all well at Peceary Field; und we had the pleasure 
to receive the same tidings from Edward's Island. 

‘Toosday, 13th.—Mr. Allwood with hisson, and Xavier, 
anil the two sawyers, were now despatched to commence 
work at the northern extremity of the isthmus, with 
directions to get up three houses as soon as possible on 
the plan of those on Edward's Island; and the throe 
soldiers, and the two sailor boys, John and Harry, were 
directed to assist In transporting materials to the spot, 
and in any other way make themselves useful; and os 
so0n ns Derrick could repair the damage done by the 
storm to the stoceado and turtle craal, I promised to 
add him to their party. 

Diego now took the field with all his strength—his 
own four patriarchs, and the seven negro men; to which 
the two New Englanders were added; commencing ope- 
rations at my brother's plantation. In a few days, they 
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seods of the shaddock, orange, limes, and poppers, to 
plant in the best situations they could find all along both 
coasts of the two islands. On mking a survey of our 
vegetable stores, after planting the thirty-six acres of 
ground, besidos our own little plantation, we found very 
few yams and coccos remaining; and from tho great 
consumption of corn by the poultry, the maize also was 
bronght to a low ebb; so that it was well we had a hun- 
dred bushels of that grain in the schooner. 

‘There was now leisure to unload the Porghee ; so after 
taking out the furniture for my brother's house, and a 
grindstone for Peeeary Field, she was moved over from 
the creek to the black rock below the promontory, and 
the cargo landed. Qur storehouse and cave were again 
pretty well filled; and notwithstanding the paucity of our 
yams and coccos, we hail every thing else in abundance. 
By Saturday, nothing remained in the schooner but the 
bricks, which we were not in a hurry to land, as there 
‘were @ great many already on shore, and those on board 
would serve for the present as ballast; and hy way of a 
finish to the day's work, the second grindstone was set 
up close by the duck-hatcb, near the spring. 

‘The following Sabbath was observed with due reve- 
rence, a8 I hope every former one had been since our 
Janding on the island; und the Sunday teaching was 
conducted this day upon an enlarged scale. 

Monday, 26th.—The buildings at Soldiers’ Town were 

ling rapidly: and there being now three kilns of 
turned out, the bricklayer was ordered to mix a 
qutuntity of mortar, and, with the utsistunce I should give 
him, see that stones and bricks, and other materials, were 
the roar of the stoccado, wal! backed towards the 

, to bail there an ample stone and brick kitchen for 
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with this object in view, I sent for Corporal Craig, 
and his three comrades, and told them my ideas on the 
peculiarity of our situation, signifying my intention of 
devoting every Saturday to military exercise; to which 
end, they must accustom the men about us, 2 soon at 
possible, to fire with blank cartridges, and afterwards to 
try them with ball at a target phiced on the isthmus, 
But, in the mean time, I wished 
comrades, to fit on a suit of cloth’ 
with their names; so that, in the 
arrival of the schooner, or any other 
men could ropair to head-quarters, and 
ready to be placed as xentinels. They were quite delighted 
with this information; it renewed in their minds the re 
collections of proud days yone by, without the aainoy> 
ances and abject circumstances that attended them. "The 
clothing-chest was openod, and having thelr choice, they 
managed a tolerably good fit; looking well with their 
bronil-flapped red coats and cocked hata, quite like brave 
musqueteers a8 they were: bat when they pat om their 
brond belts, and shouldered arms, 1 felt m glow within 
me I cannot describe, I hoped some day to see all my 
people appear thus. I now desired Craig to remove with 
his family to my residence, and take possession of the 
vacant house I had reserved for him near our own; 
which I only delayed giving him, until I had navared 
myself, by observing his conduct, that he was worthy ef | 
the confidence I dosired to place in him. 
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On Saturday morning, we had a grand muster in the 
shade, to the north of the promontory; in all, thirty-four, 
including ourselves and Drake, The arms wore brought 
to the ground, and the mon wore put in training. We 
Kopt them at it till noon, when dinner wus served to the 
whole party on the field; after which they recommenced 
the drill, and at five o'clock roturnod to their respective 
habitations, 


Sunday, February Ist.—Our new associntes began to 
show something like devotion at prayers, which afforded 
‘as much eatiefaction. [endeavoured on this occasion, in 
a few plain words, to impross on them their dependenco 
on Almighty God, not only for their preservation in this 
life, but for a participation in the life to come; also the 
duties he required of us, both a8 to himself, and to cach 
other, and to all men of every country and colonr, And 
T took the opportunity of stating to them, that, although 
some of them were my slaves, bought with my moncy, 
shoald treat thom as the white indented servants in 
Jamaica were treated; that is, after a service of seven 
years, every man and womun should be free: and it was 
my determination that such should be the law of the 
island: agreeable to which, every resident on it should 
sign & paper to that effect; und that every child born on 
the island of slave parents, should be considered as free 
from the moment of its birth, excepting that, in compen- 
sation for the support the mastor gave to such children 
in their childhood, they should be bound to serve him 
‘tentil the completion of their twenticth your. All this was 

particularly to the new negroos; on which the 
assembly poured forth a joyous acclamation. 
“Monday, 24.—Mr. Allwood reported the three houses 
finished at Soldicrs’ Town. In consequence, I desired 
him now to set about the building of three similar dwell- 
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ings at Edward's Ieland—one on each of the four-scre 
lots Intely cleared and cultivated ; to observe his frou 
line accurately, and not to encroach wpon the intersecting 
road as marked out by Captain Drake. In reply, he 
roquested me to give him n few days to attend to some 
private affairs, and he would then set about the erection 
of the houses required; but hoped that I would render 
him overy assistance he might dosire; which I duly pro- 
misod, and as duly performed. Daring the week, some 
of our people were employed in procuring turtle; some 
in transporting the small wood lately cut at Peccary 
Ficld, to our own settlement, and there building it into 
stacks for firewood. 

On Saturday we bad another day of dill; and, on 
Sunday, the sabbath was kept with due 

Daring the two following weeks ‘nothing rrmackable 
occurred; but I gave Mr. Allwood so much essistance, 
that the buildings on Edward's Island seemed to rise as 
if by magic; Diego the while, with his mon, 
the lend around them with hurdles, maie from the lop 
pings of the trees lately felled there in clearing the 
grounds. 

‘Tuesday, 24the—Martin reported « Spanish schooner 
off. We answered his signal, by hoisting our colours, 
and with @ gun; on which the bugle was sounded, and all 
the men bastenod, by boats and csnoes, to hend-quarters. 
Coptain Drake went out in the Avon, to pilot the 
stranger into port. In the mean time the soldiers were 
dressnd in their regimentals, and 2 sentinel planted at the 
poss between the black rock and promontory, and another 
before the mansion. The other people were variously 
disposed, some in boats, others set to carry bricks, but 
all moving about, so as to be seen from the ses. And 
as the Spaniard anchored, the Allwoods and their party 
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wore made to return by boats to their settlement; having 
shown themselves, which was all that was required. 

‘The captain of the schooner landed, escorted by Drake 
to the mansion, I had dressed for the ocension; and 
was sitting in state, with Corporal Craig, in regimentals, 
standing on one side, and Diego on the other. The 
Spaniard said he had again come from Santa Martha, 
but on purpose to trade with us; that he had missed the 
islands in his return from the Havanna; adding, that he 
had been so well treated the last time he was here, thar 
the report be had made of it, he was sure would occasion 
some other Spanish vessels to visit the place, I assured 
him of my protection, and hoped be would have no 
reason to complain of any treatment he might receive at 
the island; and T-hoped I should not have any complaint 
against bis people, all of whom must be on board every 
evening at gun-fire. He bowed, and took his leave of 
me; but went to the storehouse, accompanied by Diego, 
where my brother awaited him. 

‘They proceeded immediately to business, at which my 
presence was not at all required. Fifty por cont. on the 
invoice was the ratio of sale, so that James could tell 
him the price of every article in an instant; and as he 
fixed on things, they were turned out. He took nearly 
all our refined sugar: two boxes of linen; several boxes 
of stripes und checks, and coloured handkerchiefs; some 
bales of negro clothing; and, to our surprise, most of the 
blankets, and all the candle moulds, which he said were 
for the Cordilleras, or mountainous country, to the west- 
ward of Santn Martha. He tock also quantity of our 
hoes and bill-hooks, some barrels of salt beef and pork, « 
few hampers of cheese; a large quantity of copper, both 
in pigs and sheets; somo brass and tin, also in pigs; 
almost all the crockery we could spure, and several chests 
4 v2 
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of ironmongeryand nails, The articles fixed on,amounted 
to S701. sterling by invoice; to which 60 per ceat. being 
added, to cover freight, insurance, and profit, gave S55. 
sterling, which is 1197). Jamaica currency, viz. 3501 
dollars. We took from him in return, dyewoots to the 
amount of 300 dollars; two tons of bees’ wax, 295 dol- 
lars; one hundred bags of cacao, at 16 dollars enel, 1000 
dollars ; and twenty boxes of cigars, 160 dollars; amount- 
ing in all to 2356 dollars, By Thursday evening, the one 
cargo was out, and the other shipped; and the meoesary 
pupers being exchanged, he paid the difference in bard 
dollars, amounting to 1235. 

On Friday, Captain Drake disembarked the bricks, 
and took in the goods purchased of the Spaniard ; with 
which he sailed on Saturday for Kingston, taking with 
hirn 2000 dollars in addition, to purchase an assortment 
of merchandise, such as the Spaniards were most likely 
to require. And I desired him to bring, for our own 
use, a certain quantity of American four and Irish pro- 
visions, and maize, together with as many yams as he 
conveniently could stow away. 

On Saturday, while the men wore at drill, T adjusted 
the books with brother James, and, agreeable to my pro- 
mise, paid him over the profita of the sale just made, 
which amounted to 987 dollars, after deducting tem per 
cent, for freight and insurance ; and to these I added 30 
dollars that had been cleared on the dyewoods, sent the 
last trip to Kingston, 

Tnow told my dear brother, that from this day forward 
I would have nothing more to do with the trade. He 
was to charge himself with the amount of the whole stock 
on hand, and also with what should arrive either from 
Jamaica or England. However, he was to keep my 
island account for supplica, but it waa to be totally dis 
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tinet; and Taddod, that E would lend him moro capital 
‘atany time be required it, only desiring to be reimbursed 
whon his circumstances would allow him to do it with- 
out inconvenience, He received my determination aud 
ussurances with many expressions of gratitude; and the 
sum he had just received was, he suid, a handsome 
earnest of his future fortune, 

‘Tho three privates, with their families, haying removed 
sometime ago to their own quarters at the further extre- 
mity of the isthmus; and my brother’s house at Peccary 
Fidld having undergone a thorough scouring, two bods 
were now put up in two of the bedrooms, and all the fur- 
niture unpacked and arranged ready for the reception of 
the family; and as Hart had finished our stone kitchen, 
and was quite at leisure, he with somo assistants were 
eee to build one at my brother's mansion, of 





See aca of March, James took possession 
of his house and grounds at Peccary Field; having one 
of his beck rooms fitted up as a store chamber, well filled 
with all requisite supplies. On thelr leaving us, my dear 
wife and inyself appointed the following persons to reside 
at his plontation : Xavier, with his wife and child; David 
and Jncob, two of Diego's agricnltnrists; Mary, one of 
the young women who had waited on my wife; besides 
two of the new negro girls, and also one new negro man; 

with @ good stock of every kind of poultry, and 
two she goats with kid. 

‘The buildings at Edward's Island being finished, 1 
gent the wives of the two New England blacks to occupy 
‘one house destined for thomselves and their husbands ; 
‘and the two sawyers, and four of the new negro men, 
were to tako up their abode provisionally in the othors,— 
they being bondmen, and the former about to bo employed 
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in sawing the fellod trees into boards. There now only 
remained with us, Diego and Rots; Martin (when at 
home) and his wife Mira; Derrick, the carpenter bond- 
man, and his wife; two naw negro men, and twoof Diego's 
patriarchs; Anna and Martha, my wife's makls; with 
two other negro girls, and the corporal's family. 

I had the old plantation warehouse fitted up agnin for 
astore; and my kind wifi gave directions for the chasnber 
our brother had slept in, and which had been  storergom 
originally, to be furnished with two beds, snd every thing 
necessary for hor maids and tho other girls, agreeable to 
the manner of civilised life. After these arrangements, 
drill-day came ; and when the men had fired half a dozen 
rounds of blank cartridge, the orders for the operations of 
thoensning week were issued, liable to interruption only 
from cusuulties; and this was adopted as a rule of proce 
dure in the colony. 

In the ovening, when the people and our brother bad 
returned to their respective homes, my dearest Bliza und 
myself felt once more to live and breathe in freedoms 
being again alone, and quiet; and as we 
cach other, our dear litte dog seemed to participate in 
our feelings, by every demonstration of gaiety and foie 
nest. “You have now put the machine together, ray 
dear Edward,” said she, “and have sot it going; and 
I do think the arrangements you have made with our 
brother, may be calculated on to continue it, without 
harossing Pirsersfpeetienn esti 
done.” —* Indeed, love," I replied, 1 hope things now 
will go on pretty smoothly without much trouble, and 
with great pleasure to ourselves and to the peoples and 
1 bless God for making me the instrumest of #0 much 
good.” She leaned over me, as 1 smoked my cigar, 
while thas we talked ; which imparted to nea happinow: 
all my wealth could not have purchased. 
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Sunday, 14th —Aier prayers, the four patriarchs wero 
baptized by their respective names, also Anna, Mary, and 
Martha, and the children of Hart; but we did not con- 
sider the seven young nogro men, and four young negro 
women, whoarrived lastamongst us, sufficiently advanced 
in Christian knowledge to entitle them to the rite of bap- 
tiem. Our school, too, was duly attended too: but, from 
the great increase of persons requiring tuition, little could 
be effected with each individual: however, as our only 
object was to enable them to read the Scriptures, we 
hoped in time to accomplish it. 

Monday, 15th.—I convened the people, and in their 
presence placed one of the new negro men with Allwood, 
and one with Manus Allwood, and one with Xavier, and 
‘one with Derrick (although bimeelf a slave), and one 
with Hart the bricklayer; to be with them for four years, 
to learn their respective trades: and it was stipulated that 
afier they had served the four years with their masters, 
thoy should be considered os my servants again, until 
their seven years of bondage was completed; when they 
should have a house and grounds allotted to them, and 
they would then live and work for their own profit. 

Xavier and Derrick, having roofed in the kitchons built 
ly the bricklayer, went next, with their apprentices to 
make formidable stoccado barrier of wood, with a strong 
gate, from rock to rock, across the entrance that leads to 
the great storehonse at the cave. There was nearly wood 
‘enough in the old palisudoes, which had been placed there 
in = loove and hurried manner on « former memorable 
‘Geeasion, so that the job could not be either long or tedious, 
‘Between this barrier and storehouse there was a fine intcr- 
mediate area, that might at some future time be oceupied 

But, in the meanwhile, it was intended 
to place «doghouse there for Lion; so that if, by accident, 
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scong our increasing population, any dishonest person 
should arrive, he would feel little inclination to make his 
way clandestinoly to ourstores, Diogo was sent off to-day, 
with his two romaining patriarchs, and one of the new 
negro men, to Soldiers’ Town, to assist in making lurdles 
to enclose their lands; and he was desired, after 

what was to be done, to leave his men at the place watil 
the enclosures were completed. As thor wore not any trees 
on the ground ulthough the woil was good, nothing farther 
‘at present was required to be done in preparing it for the 
hoo and the spade, to bo in readiness for the falling of 
the rains, 

T now found time to put a favourite plan of my intel- 
ligent helpmate into effect; which was, to construct an 
underground conduit of brick from the great fountain, 
through the woodland region to the groands below the 
cotton tree; there to empty itself into a reservoir covered 
from the sun; from thence to overflow, aud irrignte the 
planted grounds in the dell between it andthe lake, The 
bricklayer and his apprentice were forthwith set about 
this work, 

‘The two sawyers were now directed to form a sawpit 
on the south side of the grounds at Allwood's, where all 
the trunks of the lle] ee te 
it their daily occupation to saw them all into boards, many 
of them being timber of the first quality. 

Corporal Craig took the look-out af the 
manently, and charge of the gun; and the 
and arms for his three men were lodged in his hous, 
In fine, he became my Sy sie) Sees 
armiagements, while Diego attended for domestic con 
cerns; and therefore, as T said when T introdaoed him 
to my brother James, he was my minister for the boine 
department; und an honest and faithful minister beproved. 
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‘My dear wife and myself made frequent visits to Pec+ 
cary Field, to soo our brother and sister; for they were 
so much occupied with the improvement of tho place, that 
they could not conveniently leave it: and as Xuvier was 
now borrowed from them for a time, I promised them an 
equivalent in Derrick, as soon us the stoceadoes should 
be finished; although the ono before the storehouse was 
eqeally important to James us to myself, But I was 
desirous in all things to observe every appearance of 
‘equity between man und man, and to show my brother 
that I'did so, 

Friday, the 19th, Captain Drake arrived, bringing @ 
fall cargo for my brother; which was conveyed to the 
storehouse. And to my order he brought « free tailor, 
with his family, consisting of a youth of fifteen, bringing 
‘upto his own trade, and a wife and two young daughters, 
He elso brought with him half-a-dozen she-goats, for the 
benefit of the ecttlement. 

One of the houses lately built at Allwood’s Bay was 
given to the tailor and his family, which was fitted up 
for him with every thing needful, A she-goat and a 
sek of poultry wore added to him; and the same also 
now to the New Englanders, who had a lot next to him. 
Two of the remaining gouts were sent to Peccury Field ; 
and the others retained at our plantation, where the stock 
by this timo was much diminished. 

We now began to dress all our people in regimentals 
for drill, and the tailor was set to work to alter such of 
the clothing as required it; cach suit being tallied with 
the man’s namo to whom it belonged, when finishod. 

Wednesday, April 7th.—Two schooners were reported 
in the offing: our colours were hoisted, and the gun fired. 
‘Captain Drake discovered one of thom to be armed. The 
Gum, therefore, wns reloaded with shots and he equipped 
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the crew of the Avon; ond putting on his old midship- 
man’s uniform, went out to reconnoitre, siguals being 
agreed on. The alarm bugle was sounded; and the 
whole force of the colony collected, then dressed, and 
put under arms, I repaired to the fag-staff, and saw 
the Avon, board the schooners. One of them had « 
pendant flying, which implicd that she was o King’s 
‘vessel; thoy were both Spaniards, und I recognised the 
mercbant schooner as our old friend. They soon all 
filled their sails, and stood in for the harbour, I desired 
the Corporal to furnish the men with thirty rounds of 
ball cartridges, by way of precaution, and place all but 
the sentinels behind the house. In an hour or two the 
vessels came to anchor in Woodland Bay; and Captain 
Drake, having remained on board the armed schooner, 
was rowed on shore, with the Spanish captain in hie 
boat. Seeing with my glass, that the Spaniard was in 
uniform, the sentinel above the landing-place was ordered 
to present arms to him as he passed ; and also another of 
the soldiers, that had been planted before the mansion 
house, paid him the sume compliment. 

T received him in full dress, not omitting my Adonis. 
with all possible courtesy; and having Diego for inter 
proter, asked him to what accident I was indebted for 
the honour of this visit. He answered, he was sent hy 
the Governor of Santa Martha, in consequence of some 
trade with this island having been reported by the master 
of the schooner now in company with him, That the 
Governor was not aware of these rocks | 
mach less in the occupation of a British y 
ee 
“You have secon and heard the treth, sir,” replied Ty 
“tell his Excellency, that you have seen the a 
and heard our guns.”—* But may it 
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lency,” said he, “I come in peace,—peace being long 
established between the two countries; and it ie the 
desire of the Governor from whom I come, that nothing 
meay ocour of an unfriendly nature on his part: and I 
ain directed, if your Excellency will favour me with a 
‘sight of your commission, to assure you of his friendship; 
anil to put you in possession of tho laws and regulations 
of his Majesty the King of Spain, with respect to our 
trade with the English colonies and settlements.” Diego 
badd some trouble to make out all this; but he was quite 
intelligible; and T havo put it in such language as I sup- 
pose the Governor of Santa Martha would have dictated. 
T told the officer, it was an unusual request to show my 

commission to the commander of an armed vessel; but 
in the same spirit of amity he had been sent, 1 would 
send him back, and therofore he should see it and hear 
it, I then ordered the Corporal to parade the guard 
before the house, and went into the inner room for my 
commission, On coming out, T perceived the men drawn 
up on the open space; and before I sat down to read the 
commission, and show it to the Spaniard, 1 desired the 
Corporal to march them to the plank-house in a body, 
and in a quarter of an hour send Allwood back with « 
corporal’s guard of five, to lay on their arms near to the 
Tanding-place below. Having given these orders, as if 
it were a matter of course, I read the commission; which 
Diogo interpreted to the Cuptain in the best way he could, 
and I then put it into his hands, He returned it imme- 
diately, with many apologies; and then took a packet 
from his pocket, which he delivered to me. I instantly 
opened It, in duo respect; and by Diego's assistance, in 
about an hour I seemed to comprehend the purport of 
‘the communication, A great part was empty compli- 

‘mente; among whieh, incredible as it may appear, were 
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those words 1. and mag. gor Eicealieneg tinea Chavon 
years!" —* You mistake, 1,” interrapted 1: “ Mer 
thuselah fall short of that"—="O yes, "tis, airy” he 
replied ; “ mille annos, « thousand years.”—“O, very 
woll,” said 1; “tell the Captain, I return the exine vain 
wish for his Excolloncy of Santa Martha,” 

‘The commercial instructions, as to whut was, and what 
was not, contraband, and so on, were the subjects of an 
enclosed paper: I therefore sent to the storohouse for 
my brother, who was dressed a3 an Eoglish merchast 
ought to be, to hear these papers read by the Spaniand, 
and interpreted by Diego, and at the same time to take 
down the substance of the translation, I ordered « 
hamper of strong beer, and a good Gloucoster cheese, 
to be put into the Spaniard’s boat; and wishing him 
“ mille annos,” he took his leave; receiving: 
the ganrd on embarking im his boet, to which Diogo 
attended him. Ho returned me his thanks, by that 
faithful servant, for the present I had made him; aod 
in half an hour, accompanied by the Avon, clear of the 
shoals he stood ont to sea. 

‘The military body was now ‘marched hack, a0 
clothed, all but the corporal and hie three comrades 
And a sufficient mumber of men being appointed to assist 
my brother, he proceeded to negotiate with the captain ef 
tho trading schooner; unloading her of fi 
Santa Martha, and loading her with such of his own as 
the Spaniard thought fit to take: and a profitable bes 
ness it was, James having tol me be did not clear low 
See. 1000 dec by hae, bela eS 
on the Spanish eargo nt Kingston. 

Al edema ena 
in a fow days after the departure of the 
and Drake sont off again to Jamaica. Tiere wus litthe 
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or no money yet coming to any of the people; but they 
were satisfied, feeling fully provided, and without a care, 
Thad no order for Captain Drake, but to bring four new 
negro men, and ns rls; and I gave him 1100 
po nylon ea alls 

During the absence of the schooner, our respective 
Operations were going on. The sawyers had accom. 
plished a good deal; the soldiers’ lots were enclosed, 
and pretty well prepared for planting. My brother had 
done much to Peccary Field; and our settlement was 
eut off from the isthmus by a strong barricado from the 
Black Rock to the face of the promontory. Avd the 
tarriendo before the great storehouse, was also com- 
pleted ; cach having a strong gato; and the conduit from 
the spring to the grounds below the cotton tree, was pro- 
Cecding as fast ns we could expect. 

Saturday, May Ist—Captain Drake arrived with a 
cargo for James, while we were at drill, We were 
Lappy to see him, and the more so when he laid before 
us letters from England. Our brother and sisicr dined 
with us to-day; and as the schooner was not to unload 
till Monday, we enjoyed ourselves much by reading the 
letters, and with all the variety of news, public and pri- 
wate, be had brought us. 3 

Business, tod, had speeded well: four negro men, and 
‘es many girls, which I hod sont for, arrived, and they 
cost rather less than the sum I had given to purchase 
them; the four men were instantly turned over to Diego, 
nd lodged in the old kitchen, with his remaining two 
patriarchs, and one other negro that bad beon retainod 
for agricultaral parposes ; two of the four girls were sent 
to Peccary Field, to add to our sister's establishment, and 
‘the other two kept with ourselves, 

On Monday and Tuesday the schooner’s canzo was 
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During these operations, the sweet partner of all my 
cares and joys, and myself, had often conversed together 
on the propricty of making a visit to England; and 
having determined the matter, we now opened the subject 
to our brother and sister. They could not but acknow- 
ledge that we felt and judged rightly; and in a few 
days after, we convened the people, and told them of 
the necessity of my absence for a few months. On this 
oecasion, several papers which had been drawn up, were 
now signed and delivered to the settlers; and their verbal 
compliance with the terms stated therein, taken before 
the congregation, and a note made at the foot of each 
paper to that effect. Ithen gave my brother a com 
mission as my lieutenant, which was read aloud to them ; 
and TI expressed my hope that the people would be 
governed by him, as they had been by me, who, I was 
sure, would do every thing for their welfare : and, having 
jinted the following morning for a completo sottle- 
ment of accounts with every individual of the colony, 
they were permitted to retire. 
Tn 2 day or two afier, all the accounts having been 
bivecmd I gave Diogo a long interviews during which 
my attachment to him, promising him a 
iS of it at some future day, and desiring him and 
Rota to take charge of the house and plantation in my 
‘abeence. I bade him look wall after every thing, and to 
confer with my brother daily, giving him a report of pro- 
‘And L enjoined him to improve the grounds 
about our plantation, ns much as possible; also, to lend 
oat ney OF 2 any of the colonists, when 
and to oxerciso six of his men, as frequently 
ax he bad time, in the six-onred boat, s0 as to make 
of expert rowers for me on my retum ; and that he 
aust learn to steer mo; and that I wishod the sandy 
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for thot military purpose; and they were to have charge 
of the barrier-gates, und storehouse, and boats and canoes, 
near their post, and any stores or other things within their 
observation: and this was the duty they were to perform 
for the pay allowed them, being the same as king’s pay. 
By these arrangements, I hoped toguard against any bad 
individual, or individuals, that might be among us, or 
come among us, and my dear helpmate spplaudod my 
foresight. “The want of which,” she snid, “ often exposes 
the foolish ani wicked to fall into a snare, which a tittle 
prodence and precaution might have prevented: and it is 
certainly better,” continued she, “to prevent crime than 
to punish it.” 

After drill on Saturday, the 5th of June, accompaniod 
by my brother and Captain Drake, and Allwood. and 
Hart, not omitting my faithfal and intelligent Diego, wo 
walked down towards the rocks that form the sea line of 
the open ground before the mansion. Here I pointed 
out a position within forty yards of the shore, where I 
propeeed to erect a ten-gun battery en barbette, And after 
a little consoltation with Drake, we marked out a line of 
120 feet, nearly pnrallel to the beach, flanking it at cither 
end with a line of sixty foct at an angle of 135 degrees. 
Along the whole extent of this line, C proposed a brick 
wall of five feet in height to be built; and bank of sand 
extending from the summit of the wall outwards, in » 
sloping manner, to be made, so a8 to form a curtain to 
the battery. This work being planned out, I took the 
occasion of the presence of these chief men of the colony, 
to impress them with all I expected from them in my 
absence; and to do them justice, my address was met by 
‘& good spirit on all sides, 

Sunday, Gth—We held a solemn festival to the Lord, 
And on the following day, my dear wife and myvelf, with 
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SIR EDWARD SEAWARD'S 
NARRATIVE. 


CHAPTER I. 


We had o long passage, owing to light winds; so that 
swe did not arrive at Kingeton until the 21st of the month. 
Oar former lodgings having been suficiently agreeable, 
snd our brown landlady remarkably obliging, we were 
glad to find them unoccupied, and took up our residence 
as before. Iwas not now perplexed and overpowered 
with business, as on our last visit, und therefore sat 
down rery quietly with my dear wife, after our landing, 
to make ourselves comfortable. I invited Captain Drake 
to dinner; and we dressed with,some little attention to 
the prevailing fashion of society: but I would not again 
wabmit to the torture of a friseur; and therefore, after 
rraying myself in an embroidered waistcoat, popped on 
my trusty Adonis over my father-Adam-like curls, and 
Jooked sufficiently, I suppose, like « modern fine gentle- 
man. Drake was an excellent fellow, but had no pro- 
tensions to moilish attire; indeed, he despised it, and 
nerer could see me in my wig without a smile: [ also 
coald laugh at myself when alone; but before others, 
not excepting Drake, I took care to preserve my gravity 
sand self-possesion; without which, I knew all extermal 
marks of a saperior quality would lose their value; and 
VOke te 2 
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Thad too much mother-wit not to have observed how 
much influence a grave countenance, under a well-rested 
wig, las on society. 

On the following day I took our passage in the Phamaix 
for London she was quite ready for son. And after 
having arranged the matter, by paying Captain Tracey 
500 dollars for our pozeage, in consideration of which 
he was to lay in all requisites both of stock and wine, 

T sut down with Drake, and entered on subjects highly 
interesting to himself and the settlement, I exacted « 
promise from him, that he would not quit the command 
of the Porghoo without my consent; and in rewanl for 
the hearty pledge he gave me, I raised his wages from 
31, to 51. a month, and promised to make him « presen! 
of 100 dollars on my return from England. I desired 
him to look out for a young man, of good character and 
otherwise properly qualified, to go with him us mate} 
as to be an available person to put into another vessel, 
or to go any distance in the Avon, or to take the com 
mund of the Porghee in case of his being ill, or any other 
casualty, He was much pleased with the 

saying he often had wished to propose it himself, I the 
recommended him to take out a quantity of paint and 
oils with him; and, when got back to our island, to have 
the schooner and the Avon and all the boats overhauled 
under the smartening brush.— Bosides, it is good for 
them,” added I.—“ Yes,” said 

rupting me, “and let the venerable old pant | 
Captain Drakes it is a much valued relic.”— It shall 
be done, ma'am," he ropliod.—“I admire your feeling 
‘on thin occasion, my dear Eliza,” T rejoined; “it reminds 
me of an bervic people who were applauded by posterity 
for endeavouring to keop the old timber of some famost 
litle ship together for five hundred years! 1 think T 
have heard of it from your worthy father.’ 
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After this little diversion from our business matter, 1 
proceeded to direct our friend to have the barricadoes 
and the gun and gun-carriage also painted. told him 
T had given orders to Allwood to the same effect about 
the mansion; so that ho must calculate and purchase 
materials accordingly.—* Now, Drake,” said I, “ there 
is but one point more in which I must take a concern, 
My brother no doubt has arranged for the purchase of 
the cargo and all matters connected with it; but as I 
have thought it right to establish a military force as far 
as our strength will admit, and my brother being my 
lieutenant, I will thank you to purchase cloth and lace, 
and sech other things as are necessary to make him a 
suit, to correspond as nearly us may be with the soldiers’ 
clothing; and that all may be handsome, get him a pro- 
per sword and hat. And, before you sail, oquip yourself 
‘with a midshipman’s new suit; but bring me the estimate 
for all these things ax soon as you can, so that before T 
go I may give you the amount, I wish these official 
matters to be a prosent from me to him and yourself.” 
Drake liked these demonstrations of military array; and 
said he would accept of my present with much pleasure; 
‘and also take care that my views and wishes, now ex- 
pressed to him, should on all occasions be complied with, 

On Wednesday, the 23d, I had a visit from Mr. 
Green, from whom I learned that at present much sick- 
mess existed in Kingston; that the fever was prevalent 
everywhere in the low lands of Jamaica, and the mor- 
tality considerable, This information made me very 
‘uneasy: my first fear was for my beloved wife, the next 
‘was for the crew of the schooner, and for our colony, if 
any of the sehoonar’s crew should be taken ill, and carry 
tthere. We had not known what severe illness means, 
mt Scaward Islands; and I confess, I never till this 
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with it, Take care of your health, and we shall meet 
again.” He continued with us during the remainder of 
the day; all profiting by the opportunity, to discuss every 
matter of importance to the settlement that presented 
itself to our minds. In the evening he took an affectionate 
Ieave, charged with the disbursement of a few dollars 
sinong his men, and some small presents from my wife 
for her sister at Poocary Fiold. 

Saturday, 26th.—Farly in the morning, T settled with 
our brown lady hostess; and embarked, with my dear 
wife and our faithful little dog, on board the Phenix, 
Captain Tracey. My first care was to see that all my 
things were safe in the state-room, which bad been 
allotted to us. After this inspection, my next duty was 
to politeness; and we were introduced by the captain 
to a gentleman and lady of the island, who, with their 
family, were our fellow-passengera. As we wore heaving 
up the anchor, Drake came alongside, and, springing 
fon dock, told me—* The men desired to see me agnin 
bofore Urailed, and that, indeed, he had the same wish!” 
T shook bim heartily by the hand, and truly my heart 
was in the greeting, Martin and Purdy, and the New 
Englanders, and the two lads, soon followed him up the 
_ showing every demonstration of affection to us in 
power.—" We all pray to God for you, good mas- 
ter, sir, and our lady,” sid Purdy. Captain Tracey and 
the creole family looked at each other.—* Did you hear 
what that said?” whispered the wife to her hus- 
bend.—* bless you all, my good fellows!" I ex- 
elaimed 5 “L hope soon to retarn to you! and tell all 
the people, when you go back, that I shall think of them 
ax my children.” God blew you, sir!” was the reply 
all ‘one roiee—* And may He bless our good and 

” added Martin,—* all our wives bless her!” 
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—* Martin," rejoined my dear wife, with a = 
“commend me to Mira ond to her 

vnods ant sane lcd ince SSG ee ae 
tired to the boat. I followed with Drake to the gang- 
paper prance ee 
them adiew; and they rowed for the 

pchpmtlOcoean abies es 
under sail, and paseed out of the harbour in gallant style. 
The weather continued fine, and the sky bright, until 
we got into the Gulf of Florida, where we were much 
annoyed by mists und variable winds. However, no 
accident nor circumstance occurred during the passage 
worthy of remark; and on Tuesday morning, the 17th 
of August, the ship arrived off Gravesend. Our fellow- 
passengers instantly sct off for London, in = coach and 
four; but I contented myself by sending off a note to 
Messrs. Perry and Co., with information of my arrival 
off Gravesend; stating also, that 1 hod brought with me 
some doubloons and dollars, and some Spanish gold and 
silver manufactured articles of value; of which T sent an 
inventory, and requested them to despatch = clerk on” 
board to meet me, and to take charge of the tron ehest, 
on the arrival of the ship on the succeeding day. 

We proceeded up the river the same afternoon; and 
before the ship came to her moorings, Mr. Child, one of 
the partners of the bank, came on board, and introduced 
himself to me. After the usual compliments, he asked 
me if the articles T had enumerated were im the ship's 
manifest: and when I answered in the negative, he said 
ho was afraid they would be seized; and even ifwe could 
succeed in getting them entered at the Custorm-bowse, be | 
could not unswerfir the difficulties that would be thrown 
in the way of paying the duty, und recovering them. 
“What am 1 to do,” said I, “ander sach circumstances? 
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T have no desire to cheat the revenue.”—“ The custom- 
house officers,” he repliod, “when they get them, will 
not be very scrupulous about defrauding you of them 
altogether, if they onn ect up any plea for doing 80.”— 
“ Can they touch the bullion?” said I.—“ If they find it 
im the same chest, they may; and I am not sure that 
they may not seize the ship also.” I now became very 
sneasy, and proposed to throw the gold and silver articles 
overboard, ruther than risk any of the possibilities he had 
suggested. My dear wife was present at this conversa- 
tion, “ My honoured husband,” snid she, “send for the 
captain instantly, and state the matter to him as it is.” 
Mr. Child opposed this measure, as rash and dangerous, 
—*TIt is the only one thnt can with propricty be resorted 
to in the present exigency,” rejoined I, “and I ehall 
adopt it.” 

Capiain Tracey and T had preserved a good feeling 
towards each other during the passage,—he was an open- 
hearted, single-minded mon; I therefore hesitated the 
Jess in confiding this matter to his discretion, “ Put the 

and silver muslin, or whatever you call it, in your 
trunks,” sid he: “and I will clap the rest down at the 
fag end of the manifest, as the property of Edward Sea 
ward, Eaq., passenger: they will admit every thing to 
entry but the gold ond silver cloth.” The banker was 
‘ot quite sure that the captoin was right; but I acted 
ander his advice, disposing of the tissues as he directed; 
and without loss of time, with the assistance of Mr. 
‘Child, packed the other articles in a large box (which 
the captain gave me for the purpose), putting a card on 
the lid, endorsed, “Gold and silver articles, belonging 
to Mr, Edward Seaward, passenger, Phoenix; to be 
‘entered ut the Custom-house, Loudon.” Afer the arrange- 
‘ment was completed,—" Well, madam,” said Mr, Child 
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to my wife, “I think this may do: Mr. Seaward is happy 
in such a counsellor; and Mrs. Child will be happy is 
such an acquaintance.” My dear Eliza bowed, while I 
took her by the hand, making that silent acknowledg~ 
ment to her on my part, which, of all compliments, i 
the most grateful to a devoted heart. Tn the evening we 
disembarked, taking one trunk, in which was the tivsuny 
and which the officer on board allowed as to do, oo 
receiving a fee of 5s; and that I borrowed from Mr, 
Child. He very politely accompanied us to the hotel im 
the Adelphi;* then taking his leave, promised to send a 

© Sevoral persons beving noticed this name ae an anachronism bt 

Sir Edward Sesward's Narrative, che Editor, lo preparing another 
edition of the work, having submitted the objection co the pomenar 
of the ariginal MSS., presents the publio with the suewer of ber fries. 

“The eriticism is perfectly Jost, Asuredly the present Adelpht 
Buildings were not existing at the time Sir Edward Seaward took ep 
huis lodging, in the year 1736, on the spot now so named. Yet, that 
the subsequently speaks of the place by that name, in hie Narrative — 
ae be may not have finished writing and revising it entit full tex ot 
twelve years after the Adelphi was tuilt (for he did pot die watit 
1774)—L think may easily explain iteelf, For that name woul 
then be the familiar one amongst the yong people for wborm be 
intended the Narrative; the old game of Durham: Yard with i 
wharfe and warehouses, having beet buried free aight and ext of 
fashionable memory, under the new archways and other elegset eve 
tions of the enterprising brothers, afler lou the place wan called hae 
Adelphi, Wie cgay othe a 
its pretensions A bill of charges, appended to the Diary, dared 
“Durham Yard Wharf Nov. 7, 1796," bas this note om ft = 

+ Good Mother Oxborne’s Good Hote of Entertsinment, has tire 
‘other good pointe: it looks pleasantly backwards towarde the fiver, 
prmempentimenbelireitsierctsrictl 
structure, which some vain folk talk of pulling dows.” 

‘This was done the following year, But she remaants of 
‘episcopal marsion of the bishops of Durham, aad their 
adjunct did not share the same fate sill amy years : 
Meanwhile, the old colfee-bouse aud hostel, doubtless remaiced j sed, 
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clerk to bring the iron chest to his bank; who should 
also have in charge to conrey our other trunks to the 
hotel, and to act with Captain Tracey in passing the gold 
and silver articles through the Custom-house, We were 
once more happy in seeing ourselves alone with our dear 
little dog; snd we greeted cach other kindly on the 
oceusion; Fidele also showing an excess of joy. 

About the midille of the next day we received our 
tranks, sith a note from Captain Tracey, saying he had 
mach difficulty in gotting the gold and silver articles 
admitted to,entey; but he knew the domur was sot up 
chiefly to exact douceurs; and that, as it could not be 
holpod, he bad got five guinens from my banker's clerk, 
on my secount, which had accomplished the entry; and 
‘fas soon as the duty was ascertained, he would let me 
know. I was well satisfied with this account of the 
‘matter; but it did not end here; for in the sequel I had 
‘more trouble ubout the things than they wore worth: « 
plea was brought forward, upon some old act of parlin~ 
ment respecting popisls relics, and I know not what; in 
consequence of which I had to swenr that the crucifixes 
did not belong to Jesuits, and that they were not for the 
use of the Pope, or his emissaries, etc. Nor is it quite 


on its boing levelled also for something in more modern taste, we may 
‘alely suppone would bequeath is gved name and horedivary customers 
to the present ouw erected on les ste.” 

So far the owner of the Souward MSS, on the objected ansctironiam, 
And fe seem cogent t» the Editor, remembering, a she does, many 
precedents of the most creditable histories mentioning places by the 
name in tase at the time of their writing, rather than tbat (which had 
.) of th time when the matter narrated cosurred 

gone as he had discovered an anachronises io “The 

ses Er jamonts” belog mentioned as kuown to Sir 

Reward | “Bat the objector candidly acknowhedyged that, on 
examining the point, be found be was mistakeo,— Ho. 
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improbable, if the laws agninst necromancy and witcheraft 
had not been repealed a few months before, that I should 
have had another string of oaths tendered to me, on the 
ebageieeraber errno ies 2 Se 
pieces of gold, and some other 
im the box, The more oaths, the more fees: es 
about a month after I landed in England, I obtained the 
things, having paid in fees and duty upwards of 200 
We remained within all day (Wednesday), walking 
out, only a little in the dusk of the evening for exercise; 
it being almost as hot as in the West Indies. Every 
thing appeared quite novel to us, and our heads were 
mado giddy by the noise and crowd in tho streets; bat 
huppily for us our hotel was inn quiet sitantion. On 
repacking our trunks on Thursday moming, we perceived 
that our wardrobe would notdo. The mode bad changed 
considerably, even from what we had seen amonget the 
dest dressed persons in Jamaica; and notwithstanding 
our yanity-despising humility of heart, we cowld not 
resist the desire of dressing like other gentry of easy 
fortune, While we were conning over this matter, Mr. 
and Mrs. Child paid us a visit; and after the ceremonies 
of compliment were passed, my dear wife, with ber sual 
ingenuousness, told her visiter how mach she would. be 
obliged for a little counsel on a subject we had bees die 
cussing; adding, “ When we make ourselves look like 
‘other people, I shall bo happy to return your kind wisit.” 
—My dear Mrs, Seaward,” replied our new 
ance, “T shall be too happy, in assisting you to rain your 
husband in any way!” by Repaetesrreem | 
at length, recovering from her astonishment, asked 
he vain aclewecd hy tok kde aetna 
nothing,” replied Mrs. Child, laughing; “*c'est see 
Legon de parler :" you shall go with me now in my car 
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‘riage, and we will order whatever you wish." My sweet 
Eliza thanked her with great courtesy; but said, if she 
would have the kindness to send a milliner and mantua- 
maker to her, that was all the trouble she could think 
of putting upon ber, but for which she would be truly 
obliged. Her visiter pressed her much to accompany 
ber, but in vain. Tho giddy Mrs. Child little know the 
steady purpose of the one she was endeavouring to per 
suude to enter on a project, where » phantom so hideous 
‘at the outeet, if it were nothing more than a phantom, 
had been hold up to hor mind. As this was a visit of 
ceremony, I said nothing to Mr. Child on business; and 
afler rather @ longer stay than ceremony required, the 
lady finding her importunitics unavailing, at length rose, 
‘and they took their leave. “ Many thanks to Mrs. 
Child!” said my dewr Eliza, as we heard their coach 
drive away. “Jest and earnest not unfrequently are like 
the shadow and the substance. I have seen tho shadow 
—it shall be my care to avoid the substance—I must be 
on my gnarl I perceive with that lady.” I smiled, 
but endeavoured to convince my Eliza that nothing was 
eeant; that it was an idle flourish of the Indy, and ought 
to be passed by as such: but she smiled in her turn, 
reminding me of my own maxim in other matters, as to 
the excellent quality of caution, and begged leave to be 
permitted to exercise it on this occasion. 

Before dinner-time the milliner and mantua-maker 
arrived; and also a tailor I had sent for. After a lony 
consultation, and much discussion with these important 
all points were at length settled; and on 
evening our undress suits came home. On 
moring we prepared for church, happiness 
Tookod forward to by us with pleasuro, ever since our 
‘arrival; and in truth we much needed rome spiritual help, 
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through the ordinary means of grace: for we felt the 
high tone of devotional feeling much subdued, since we 
quittod our intertropieal paradise. My dear wife being 
dressed in the new mode, found great difficalty in walking 
with high heels, not having worn any for more than two 
years, and those wore low compared with the present 
mode. Hor farthingule too was cambrons, and alto 
gether she felt very uncomfortable; @ little black fat 
with feathers, being the only tolerable part of her attire. 
T had less to complain of; the good taste of my Eliz 
having decided for me aginst Ince. My suit, therefore, 
was a plain one, for which I was thankful; deep ruifee 
had boen appended to my shirts, at the broast and wrists; 
my knee and shoe buckles were handsome; and as T 
would not submit to the torture of 4 toupee, my head was 
accommodated with » morning peruke in tie; and a plaio 
hat, with a silver loop and button. Thus attired, we 
attended divine service in w hired carringe, ut the eherch 
of St, Martin-le-Grand; and ou our retarn to the hotel, 
after having dined, wo endeavoured to keep alive the good 
habit of reading the Scriptures. 

On Monday, we returned the visit of Mr, and Mrs 
Child, and Ieft our names, they not being at home, I 
then proceeded to Lombard Street, where I met Mr 
Perry, who took me into an inner room, leaving Mra 
Seaward the while in the carriage at the door. He tot 
no time in compliments, but proceeded immediately to 
converse on business: said he bad to congratulate both 
himself and me, on his jadgment in erin 
in the three per cent, South Sea transferable stock; for 
that the fours would now certainly soon be paid off, to the 
great loss of the holders: that the threes had advanced, 
since he made the purchase for mein May last year, from 
85 to 00, which latter sum was the quotution at Change 
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Alley this day; and although the fours had also risen 
, namely from 105 to 114, yet whenever the 
ministry found themselves able to do it,—which they 
might accomplish this day, if they knew how to go 
about it,—they could pay off every hundred, with a cor- 
responding hundred in money; that i, with « 100/. three 
per cent. stock, and the additional bonus of 14 or 2). 
“ Bat,” continued ho, “ thero are wheels within wheele, 
‘Mr. Seaward ; and thar which ought to groase the large 
wheel, is made use of to grease the sanall ones. I ama 
Whig, sir, and a supporter of the King’s government; 
bat there is a want of principle in the men at the head of 
affairs, that would disgrace Change Alley. The truth is, 
tmen iv office too frequently sacrifice principle to a mo- 
mentary expediency, which to me is no small evidence 
‘of poor talents.” Having said this with some degree of 
warmth, he apologised for having allowed himself to 
quit the subject of our business; but the truth, I believe, 
was, he had taken some pains to advise the minister on 
the sabject of paying off the four per cent. stock; and 
his good offices having been treated rather negligently, 
he was piqued, and could not suppress his indignation. 

LT however thought the present a favourable opportunity 
to mention my wish to purchase a grant of the islands, 
aud accordingly I broached the subject to him. “There 
will be some difficulty in it, I suppose,” he replied; “yet 
it is not three years ago, since grants of land in the island 
of St. Christopher's, were given, to the amount of 40,0000, 
to portion off the Princess Royal, on her marringe with 
the Prince of Orunge.”—" But how shall I set about 
it?’ Lasked. He paused « little, then said, “ There are 

‘go many ways, that I am ata loss how to direct you: if 
Bearererrioet iis King’s higher, T should not then 
“hesitate te point out the road, Excuse me, Mr, Seaward,” 


ee 
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continued he, after another short paso, “but would you 
object to wade through dirty water to accomplish this 
‘businces ; or is it your intention to io to it simply as a 
man of business, and in that way to put it to issue?”— 
“As a matter of business,” I replied, “I will not 
approuch the minister through any dirty channels. The 
truth is, Mr, Perry, I desire to accomplish the business 
with no other view, and for no other purpose, than secur 
ing the poor people already there, in their little posses. 
siong, made somewhat valuable to them by their own 
labour, and my patronage; but with regard to my own 
advantage, I would freely bind myself to give all the 
money IL may ever derive from it, to the minister's 
Tuckey, or to any one olse he might choose to 
—"Give me your hand, sir,” sid Old Perry; “1 will 
endeavour to negotiate for you; but in these times, a 
suspicion of indirect interest in the thing, will not be lost 
sight of; and until Bie Soe ee 
to see it us it is, he will waspect it to be 
more importance than you are disposed to admit; ety 
withhold the grant, until he be satisfied in some way or 
other on the subject.” T had no argument to offer against 
this, und therefore finished by accepting his kind offices 
in the business: adding, that I would rest the result on 
his endeavours, and my own integrity of intention. 
‘This consultation being brought to a close, he urged 
me to invest the doubloons and dollars I bad 
with mo to England, in the three per cents,; but I 
‘him it was probable T should have occasion for the whole 
money, and would therefore allow it to remain in Spanish 
coin, “Do not do that,” said he; “send it to market} 
it will never bring a better price; and 1 will then place 
the amount to your credit, and allow you two por cent: 
for it; as I have hitherto done for all moneys above one 
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hundred pounds, and it will be then equally at your com- 
mand as now.” I did not hesitate, and fixed the next 
day to count out the doubloons and dollars, for the pur- 
pose of converting them into current money; 1 then 
shook the old gentleman cordially by the hand, and took 
my leave,—a fhyourable impression being made, I believe, 
on both sides. 

My Eliza was not tired waiting for me, but she 
was glad to seo me again; and aa I stoppod into the 
coach, my eyes were mot by her endearing smile. “My 
Edward,” said she, “I thought I hnd Jost you.” As 
we drove back to the hotel, I would have recounted to 
her all that hed passed between Mr, Perry and myself, 
but the noise of the wheels, and of carts and other car- 
Fiages, and of people bawling about the strects all sorts 
of things to sell, and chairs to mend, and bellows to 
mend, as if the crier himself had a pair of blackemith’s 
bellows within him, she could not make out a single 
sentence I uttered; I therefore covered my mouth with 
my hand, which diverted her a good deal, and placing 
my other hand round hor waist to keep her steady, the 
rough-going coach jolted along, until ut length we reached 
our quiet hotel, 


While dinner was gotting ready, I detailed the banker's 
tion, with which she was much pleased; observ- 
ing, that it had been conducted quite in the way she liked, 
and ehe was “glad Mr. Porry showed his colours,” 
using an expression to which she had been much accus- 
tomed at our dear far-distant home, when Drake and I 
were discussing maritime matters; and she ventured to 
hope, from what had passed, that through the agency of 
‘Mr. Perry the business would be done, if it could be 
done at all. 
_ After dinner, Mother Osborne, our hostese, came in, 
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richly wrought. The tirewoman, at sight of it, expressed 
her astonishment, exclaiming, “it was all gold! there 
was never anything like it seen in Europe! it was cer- 
tainly from Persia, or China, or the gold mines.” She 
anxiously desired a little bit of it, which my dear wife 
woukl have given to her; but at my whisper, that some 
possible mischief might come ont of it, she politely de- 
clined complying with Madame Filibert’s wish: #0 the 
business conelnded with her, by paying for the tire she 
had chosen; on which Madame, with her women, made 
their obeisance, and departed. This scene afforded us 
abundance of pleasantry for the evening, 

On the following day, we received an invitation to 
dinner from Mr. and Mrs, Child, and in consequence 
care was taken that our dress clothes should be brought 
home in time, When the day arrived, we dressed: my 
Mlear wife’s brocade was rich, and no doubt highly fashion- 
able; the hoop large; the rufiles were of blonde, and she 
wore the tire purchased from Madame Filibert. I had 
presented her with a diamond necklace and earrings, the 
price of which is the-only secret I aver kept from her in 
my life; but she placed it to the right account, and ac+ 
cepted them, us I gave them, with foolings of deep regurd. 
‘My suit was embroidered velvet, with white silk stock~ 
ings, ond @ peruke in the best mode. As I took her 
hand to lead her down stairs to the carriage, she looked 
up ait me with her own sweet smile, saying, * My Edward 
hus given me a diamond necklace and earrings, —will 
he stop at the jewellers, and give his Eliza a diamond 
ring also 1" —“' With the greatest pleasure, my beloved,” 
Treplied. The coachman was then ordered to stop on 
Ludgate Hill, at Harding's, where we both got out; 
andl T was proceeding to choose for her a ring. “No, 

|" the said, “ E must be selfish for once; it must 
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be of my own choosing, and the finest brilliant I can 
find.” Ino little time she fixed her eye on a splendid 
gem, elegantly set, but not a lady's ring; them taking 
my hand she put it on my finger, saying, “ Tt is bere I 
shall always love to see my brilliant;” then raising my 
hand to her lips, aided to it o mark of her affection more 
precious than the gem itself. 

We had not from thence far to drive to Mr. Child's, 
80 that T gave a few minutes to Mr. Harding, as a proper 
finish to the nffnir: and notwithstanding the delay ocos- 
sioned by this agreeable adventure, we arrived in very 
good time. 

‘The company were numerous, and somewhat gorge 
ously attired; the dinner was sumptuous; and the live- 
ries of the servants vied with their masters in the richness 
of the lace on their coats, We got through the ceremo- 


gusted with the society around her, although the ladies 
commended her fine taste, and more than one gentleman 
told her she was an angel. In the evening, Mrs. Chili 
pressed her to take a seat at the quadrille tables; and 
although she know little of the game, politeness obliget 
her not to refuse. In the course of the evening a gentle 
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being glad of an opportunity to pick up information in 
any way; and a I listened with attention, so I took care 
not to disclose my ignorance, but masked it by « well- 
timed assent; now and then adding a short, but, I hope, 
pertinent remark, He told Mr. Child the next day, 1 
‘was one of the most sensible men he had convorsed with 
for many years. The truth is, he went on flowingly from 
subject to subject for an hour, without my ever crossing 
his peth; and if I stopped him a moment, it was only to 
set him off again with increased vigour and selfapproba- 
tion; and therefore, forsooth, I was the most sensible 
man he had conversed with for many years! A moralist 
might adduce a maxim by no means contemptible from 
this man’s folly :—Jt is easier to listen, than to talk, yourself 
into some people's good opinion, However, Mr. Powis 
took a fancy to me in consequence, and afterwards, if I 
‘am not mistaken, interested himself to serve me. 

At ten o'clock we returned home. I was well enough 
pleased with cur entertainment; but my dear wife found 
Tittle to approve, and much to condemn, She delicately 
observed, blushing while she made the remark, that thore 
seemed to be a frightful looseness of thoaght amongst 
them all, in every way; and she would not conceal from 
me, that she had no doubt there was cheating ot the card- 
table. One of the ladies having been detected in hiding 
‘spadille, made « joke of it, which was passed by as a 
thing mighty clever, if other people were blind or stupid 
oo seed aap “Twill play no more cards 

my dear Edward,” she continued 5 


len it be to oblige you, or to forward our views 
is getting the grant for our people, I would desire to 
ayond all such company in futuro,” 


During the remainder of tho week T was engaged in 
‘business, partly at the Custom-house, on the subject of 
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in due time we returned. Bat Mrs. Child had been 
teasing my wife to take a house, and sot up an establish- 
ment. She said I was as rich as. a Jow; that Child had 
told ber so; she insinuated that husbands did not let their 
wives into the secrets of their wealth, or their amours; 
‘and that she would bring hor out with eclat; and if 1 
said a word about it, she and the ombre party would 
teach me better manners! My dear Eliza felt too indig- 
nant to take any further notice of this wicked counsel, 
than politely to rejoct the advice; ssying—* Mr, Scaward 
and myself have arranged our plans; and I, therefore, 
taust decline following the suggestions of any one. I 
believe while we remain in London, we shall continue at 
this hotel,” —" No ono will visit you hore, my dear Mre. 
Seaward,” replied her visiter.—# If that be the case, 
Mre. Child,” rejoined my wife, “I perhaps may have 
reason to be gind that we have concluded not to take « 
house during our stay in town,”—** Well to be sure,” 
exclaimed the banker's wife, with n giggling laugh, 
“that is the fixnniest os well as the most ridiculous 
thing I ever heard said in my life! I heard something 
like it on the stage the other night ;—you surely picked 
it up there.” My Eliza made no answer. Mrs, Child 
continued the giggle; then rising suddenly to depart— 
© Well! bow jour, charmante!" sho exclaimed; adding, 
“T hope soon to have the pleasure to see you again, 
chive omic.” These attempts of Mrs, Child, although 
perhaps the offepring of folly rather than wickedness, 
‘were extremely disagreeable; 80 that we agreed to mix 
swith her society as little 2s possible; and that T should 
‘train every nerve to obtain the grant, that we might 
pe from the pestilence of London, 
Robert Walpole was at present out of town; the 
‘was gone to Hanover; but the Queen-Regent was 
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reported to be a kind-hearted lady, and might be more 
readily disy than his Majesty, to accede to my request. 
Prag fecunetpemeieal pure li erro fey 
it; but I at once rejected indirect influence. Mr. Powis 
had said—* A couple of hundred pounds would get me 
tho right ear of the minister, and that every ono knew be 
was deaf in the other ear; therefore, it was of the utmost 
consequence to obtain a comprehensible hearing.” Bet 
Talso hada right, and an unhearing ear, on some subjects; 
and Mr. Powis happened not to address me through my 
right ear. 

Howover, carly in Soptomber, the murder of Captain 
Porteus, by the Edinburgh people, brought (he minister 
to London to hold « cabinet council; and very soon after 
this, Mr. Perry contrived to solicit an interview for ma 
and procured a card with my name written on it, bearing 
Sir Robert's initials in one comnor. My dear wife an 
myself rejoiced, when he called on me with the news of 
his success so far, “ Now, Mr. Seaward,” said he, “I 
hate bribery and corruption in all shapes; and I have 
reason to believe you are of the same mind: but when 
you take this card, you must give a crown to the porter 
at the gate, anothor to the warder in the great hall, and 
halfa-guinoa to the servant in waiting, who will show 
you into the secretary's room. And when you give him, 
I mean the secretary, the card, puta couple of guincar 
into his hand, wrapped up in ® piece of clean paper 
saying, “ Sir, I will thank you to give this to those 
whom I have given 0 mach trouble.” T soon got my 
Jesson, and thanked Mr. Perry for the trouble he hal 
‘taken in the business, 

The next morning, I went to the minister's residence, 
at the hour appointed for my attendance; and passed the 
porter and the warder with silver koys, the servant i 


1736. NAMNATIVE. 23 
waiting with a small golden key; and next, having deli- 
vored my card to the secretary, and put two gold pieces, 
neatly wrapped up, into his hand, saying the precise 
words dictated by Mr, Perry, he made a genile incli- 
nation of his head, and dropped the offering into one of 
his waistooat-pockets, a pouch ample enough to contain 
a peck, Winchester measure. He took my card away, 
and, returning in a few minutes, desired me to wail. 
Twas shown into a room where there were five gentlemen 
already in expectation of aaummons. The anxious brow 
or inquiring eye was manifested in every fice around me; 
but nothing passed beyond some remarks on the oppres- 
siveness of the weather, In about an hour, I was requestod 
to follow the servant in waiting; but had scarcely got 
beyond the anteroom, when a person with a star made 
his appearance, desiring to sec Sir Robert. I was there- 
fore unier the painful necessity of returning to the other 
expectants for half an hour longer, daring which time 
three more gentlemen came in; no doubt all with silver 
and gold koys, and little packets for the secrctary’s enor- 
mous and very fashionable pocket. I was at length again 
summoned; and being ushered into the minister’s library, 
found him sitting before a large round table, in un old 
carved oak chair, with a pen in his hand, surrounded by 
written and printed papers; and the moment I entered 
‘be began to write, —“ You must not speak, sir, till he is 
‘at leisure, and speaks to you,” whispered the attendant 
in my car, In 9 fow minutes, the great man laid 
Ins pen, and without farther prefice or ceremony, 
‘be addressed me, and the following dialogue ensued ver- 
batim; for which I am not indebted to my momory, us 
will afterwards appear. 
“Sir Robert Walpote-—~ 1 understand, sir, you want 
‘a grant of some island, or rocky islands, on the Spanish 
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main: I wish to know upon what grounds you make 
this request ?"” 

Mr. Seaward.—" 1 was shipwrecked, sir, nearly three 
years ago, on those rocky islnds, whea on my passage 
from Jamaica to the Bay of Honduras, We had been 
driven out of our course by a hurricanes the weasel struck 
in the night: the captain and crew took to the bont, and 
no doubt were lost. Next morning the brig drifted in 
over the reef, and T with my wift were the only personr 
saved. We landed on the largest island, and remained 
there alone, making the best arrangement I could for oar 
future comfort, In about six months aflerwards, te 
‘aegro men and three women, who had escaped shipwreck 
from a Spanish schooner, were also cast upon the island 
We then all laboured industriously, to propagate yatst 
and maize, with some other seeds ane roots I had takes 
on board the vessel, for my use at the Buy of Hondas. 
Some months after this, having seen vessels pass, we took 
the brig’s fore-top-gallant-maet and ensign, and enveted 
a flag-staff on the bighest point of the land: very soon 
after it was done, I heard guns in the offing, and om 
ascending the height saw a Spanish armed brig chasing | 
an English schooner, and firing at ber with her bow 
chases: I immediately hoisted thecolours, and the schooner | 
made for the inlet. We had three or four muskets, amt 
some boarding-pikes, I had brought from the vessel, whiek 
we carried with us for our own defence, should it be 
necessary, But, sir, I could not stand by and see the 
Spaniard firing at an English sehooncr directly under ou 
flag, without making a return upon his decks ; om which 
he hauled his wind and stood off, Theschooner, shist 
wasof Norfolk in Virginia, came then safely to an anchor, 
and the Spaniard came to, in the offing. In the sight 
however, he sent in his boat to take the schooner; hel 
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met his boat with all the force we could collect, namely, 
six or eight of us altogether, armed with the muskets and 
bearding-pikes, and some uxes and bill-hooks; and we 
icceeded in not only repelling him, but in taking from 
him ten muskets, with bis ammunition, and two Ber- 
‘mudian nogrocs, his prisoners, that ho had put in the bout 
= being rowers. The officer gave up his sword; 
and I sent himand his crew back, thus disarmed, to their 
commander with a message, saying, that the conduct of 
‘the captain of the Guarda Costa was unpardonable, and 
be represented.—I am afraid, sir,” continued 
‘Mr. Seaward, “ I am tiring you with a long story; and, 

if you please, here it shall end.” Sir Robert replied — 
*Goon, sir.” —Mr, Seaward resumed—* After repairing 
the schooner had sustained, I took « pas- 


See haets Foci cad tere parchaoed Bermudian 
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which I carried to the rocky island anew main- 
suit of sails, u captain and a crew for the brig 
Thad been stranded; and also some artificers 
negroes, with stock and implements, to ectile a little 
‘whore Providence had placed me.* I applied to the 
‘of Jamaica, for a commission as captain-com- 

mt of the islands; that I might be legally authorised 
eS le la 

o to any vessel taking shelter from thom, 
= Eset eg vig? thesined thin ceedaatil 
gun to the island, whieh is now 

on the height near the flag-staff; and I have 
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of our most gracious Lord the King. I am, therefore, 
desirous to have a grant of all those rocks and islands, 
under the seal of his Mujesty.’” 

Sir Robert Walpole.—“ This is a very serious busines, 
sir; I have hoard your version of it: the court of Spain 
may have oceasion to represent it very differently. Whee 
the necessary inquiries have been made, my secretary 
shall have directions to require your attendance.” 

Mr. Seaward.—* Sir Robort Walpole, Lshould despise 
anyself, aud one T love denrer than my life would despise 
me, and the God I desire to serve would abhor me, if 
I could lio to you or to any man, or in one tittle deviate 
from the truth. If T had not loved and honoured my 
King, I need not have taken possession of these ui 
peopled rocks in his name. The Spaniard would bave 
gladly acknowledged them and me! And ia what wey 
can I more substantially show my allegiance, than by 
offering to pay for a grant of that which is, in point of 
right, my own? Neither England, nor Spain, nor aay 
other country, bad ever thought it worth their while 
tke possession of those rocks; and, as Tam not acoartier, 
T hope you will pardon my free declaration, that if I am 
to be pushed by, and put off with the answer you bere 
now given me, F will immediately go to Madrid, and try 
how the matter will be received there. Reeolleet, Sir 
Robert, if the King is to have @ right in those islinds, 
itcomes through my right: yet I wish to come to you for 
a grace; but when I have grace, to aak as a fayour that 
which is a right, Tdo not see much grace in refising 
a right, as if it were a favour.” 

‘Sir Robert Walpole.—" You are very warm, young mss. 
Tf you were to go to Madrid, thoy would send you 0 
the Castle for firing on their Guarda Costa, and ix all 
probability you would be executed as am uncomanissionol 


















1736. NARRATIVE, a 


pirate, Cull on me to-morrow morning at ten o'clock, 

and I will see what can be done.”” 

I called on the minister the next morning, according 
to appointment, but instead of seeing him T got no fur- 
ther than the secretary. This gentleman was abundantly 
courteous, telling me I could not sce Sir Robert; but 
that he would do every thing in his power to serve me 
and promote my views; he even overwhelmed me with 
compliment; said I ought to be made governor of Sea- 
ward Islands, with a handsome salary, but that the hands 
of the minister were absolutely tied; Pulteney and Wynd- 
ham, and some others, kept up such a continued alarm, 
thet nothing could be done: however he could assure 
_ me that the minister wns well disposed towards me; and 
fT could call in a fow days, he would let me know when 
| Emight call again. Bat, he insinuated, that Sir Robert 

| was rather displeased with my freedom of speech, and that 
he (tho secretary) feared, unless we could make a friend 
of person who has the ear of the minister, that he saw 
mo ead to my difficulties —“Then, sir,” said I, “you 
have no instructions to arrange this business with me” 

ly —#O, bless you, sir,” he replied, * businesses are not 
‘done in the kind of way you anticipate. At present, T 

ean do no more than promise my good offices; and 1 

done #0, relying on your good sense to make a 
‘and proper use of them.” I don’t understand 

way of doing business, sir,” I rejoined; “and T 

‘therefore, only to beg you will accept my best 

owledgients, in the same spirit you have offered me 

- earvicos.”” The secrotary stared st me; and 

















‘She commended me for my true and upright 
Tf you can secure the islands to our 
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had said about making a friend of a person “who had 
the ear of the minister,” that T really bogen to believe 
there was un auricular pivot somewhere, on which only 
this business, and perhaps all others of a similar kind, 
could favourably tarn.— But,” resumed Mr, Powis, 
“you have not promised to preserve inviolably, during 
my life, whatever I may impart to you."—«T fuithfully 
promise,” I replied —* Do you remomber,” returned he, 
“what passed between Sir Robert Walpole and you at 
the interview 2"—“T certainly do remember the substance 
of it,” I replied. Ie that anything like it?” he re- 
sumed, putting a sheet of paper into my hands. Te was 
the dialogue itself, After reading it attentively.—The 
very words,” I replied: “you have astonished me, Mr. 
Powis; how is this? there was not any person in the 
room.”— You ure right,” said he; “there was not any 
pérson in the room, but Sir Robert and yourself; but 
there listening door, or rather a person within hear- 
ing bohind a door, that takes down correctly the con- 
yersition held with every one admitted to an audience; 
and this is one of the minister's vouchers, for the up- 
rightness and integrity of his conduct, which he always 
preserves in person. And I do believe he is an honest 
man, and means well,” continued Mr, Powis; “but he is 
#0 beset, and finds ¢o much difficulty in managing par- 
liament, that he must preserve appearances, however 
ready he may be, under the rose, to grant through other 
chapnels anything for a hope of parliamentary services ; 
‘and, indeed, he is so hard driven in this way, that he 
fins been necessitated to establish a sort of fund, which 
fs fod by such means as T have hinted nt, for the purpose 
‘of securing yotes from that quarter of the world ‘from 
whence,” the Psalmist says, ‘promotion cometh; and 
the treasurer of this fund is the person who has his right 
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ear. Do you understand me?” T thanked Mr. Powis 
with mach sincerity for the disclosure he had made to 
me, and I gave bim credit for the purity of his motives 
towards myself; bat I did not feel that T could act upow 
the information he had given me; it would be a direct 
violation of my principles, and of the principles of one 
whose approbation I conrted in all matters involving the 
question of moral right. Ho endeavoured to laugh me 
out of my resolution, but it would not do.—* Why is all) 
this, my good friend?” said I; “ there is no absolute 
fayour asked, A grant of some barren rocks in the 
Caribbean Sea, is desired; and an equivalent ready to be 
paid. Lands ware grantid oo thd) suse (prtselping i 
other day, I may say, in the island of St. 

—“You don’t understand it,” replied Mr. Powis: “there 
is alway, in those eases, an abatement in the ostensiblessd 
visible price, which is to be accounted for to parliament, 
in consideration of a secret sum, or invisible influence, 
to support the minister in power.” The problem was 
now solved; and ho had nearly talked me over into the 
necessity of compliance, if I would carry my point, when 
my dear Eliza came in, He appealed to her, and went 
over his arguments aguin. She refleoted a few minntes 
on what he had said, and then replied —* Ie is 
morally Sap tes Mr. Powis; the path is crooked; and 
to my mind, those considerations are quite sufficient te 
decide againet all indirect overtures, whatever might be 
the resnit."—“ Pardon me, madam,” he replied, “if I 
say, it uppenrs to me, you and Mr, Seaward are too fusti> 
dious, to accomplish any point of importance in Tife."— 
“There is no point, Mr. Powis," abe replied, “of gatii- 
Sect imperunee, «cal Br ene 
intention; without which, all is perplexity, 
remorse, Tal 7 or belt Wop 
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the parliament in any other way than you hare explained, 
ho is a foolish and a wicked man." Mr. Powis was not 

for this honest eloquence, and hore the subject 
dropped: but I felt I could not do less than ask him to 
dine with us in a friendly way, which he courteously 


After dinner, the subject turned again upon obtaining 
‘the grant; and ns the conversation E had had with the 
minister, served to let Mr. Powis into a good deal of 
our history, I took care to make him comprehend that I 
had no pecuniary interest in the success of my applica- 
tion; that it was set om foot solely for the security of the 
people located there; and, if I were pertinaciously refused 
wy request, I would first turn the place and people over 
to the Crown of Spain, and then, as T had an ample for- 
tune, and should have nothing else to do, 1 possibly 
might get 4 seat in parliament, and trouble the Right 
Hos. Baronet in a way not quite agreeable to him. “TI 
um, Mr. Powis,” continued I, a Whig in principle; 
but I feel that all the honour I bring to my king, is 
reflected on myself’; yot, loyal subjects and faithful ser 
‘vants must not be treated like dogs.” Our friend was 
mate for some time: perbaps he had thought me rather 
an object of helplessness, than otherwise, and as such had 
stopped forward to serve mo; and I thought his reply 
Justified the conclusion; but I may be mistaken. “As 
this is the case, Mr. Seawanl,” said he, “I might leave 
you to fight your own battle; for it is odds you do not 
beat the minister.” A smile of inward worth and strongth, 
passed across my dear wife's countenance 5 and putting 
‘claret in her glass, “ Come, Mr. Powis " said she, “we 

Ul drinke the King’s bealth, and all his true frionds.” 
‘and I filled a bumper, as the monks would fill 
os bon pére, and we drank the toast, like honest and true 
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men. Mr, Powis was a good-hearted man, at least T 
thought s0; and, as I said before, believed he had taken 
a faney to me; #0, notwithstanding the iseuc of his kindly 
intended visit, I was not surprised he took leave of us is 
perfect good humour. 

‘On the 23d, I got the box of valuables from the clutches 
of the Custom-houso officers, after paying the daties; and 
was glad to find the contents uninjured and correct. We 
now ees 0, Sa Ssh a eee 
attempt to procure the grant, notwithstanding what 
Mr. Powis had said as to my chance of beating the 
minister; as I thought very differently from him on that 
point, and principle stood immovably in the way of the 
only now apparent practicable road. To-day, however, 
Thad « call from Mr. Powis; who told me, as I liked 
straightforward business, he thought he could not please 
ime better than by putting the declaration T hail made st 
our last interview, in a train to reach Sir Robert Walpole, 
to try its cifect; and he knew the minister had, im conse 
quence, written a note to Mr. Perry, to inquire whether 
IT were the man of property I represented myself to bes 
and that Perry had replied, “he knew pothing more of 
my property than that I had a very handsome balance fa 
his hands, and held upwards of 60,000. in three per 
cent. stock.” T thanked Mr. Powis for his information, 
and told him that he and Me, Perry both had acted per 
fectly right. 

T waited anxiously for a week, venturing to hope that 
something might come out of this; but, being in the end 
disappointed, 1 began to suspect the aceuracy of the 
statement Mr. Powis had made; and 1 
question to Mr. Perry, with respect to the minister's 
note, which he acknowledged to be correct, but added 
—I cannot imagine how you can have come te the 
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knowlodge of the comnrunication ; for it was endorsed 
private, or I certainly would myself have told you.” T 
replied, that 1 was quite satisfied with his conduct; and 
as the communication to me was also endorsed private, 
he must exense my not disclosing it. He then turned 
the conversation to the subject itself, und said, he feared 
I was too infloxible in my principles to suceced with the 
ministor; but deeply regretted the despicable policy of 
expediency that actuated all his measures, by which he 
create Wecsitaii rlden chs, an often les the 
‘support of a staff of true British ouk, for a consideration 
in itself not worth a straw, When this discourse drew 
to a close, I told him, if nothing occurred to prevent it, 
I should leave town next week, and act according to 


On Sunday, we visited Greenwich, and, after attending 


br fine, or rather Imposing, excepting what I would 

ire in which two miserable portraits of 

present Majesty and the Prince of Wales are intro- 

al ries Here, to my great surprise and joy, we met 

James and his wife; with whom we had the 

of dining, and pam altogether an interesting 
agrecable day. 

rater as ats os Oceher re begun to pe op 

for quitting London, to revisit our dear friends at Awbury. 

While thus engaged, a lady called, and sent up her name, 

Sundon, My dear wife was soon ready to mect 

hor; which she did with that courteous case and dignity 

ever flows from a noble and ingenuous nature; 

nevertheless, for being obliged to reocive 

aaa anere) tok 94 yet having any ems in Teng 

© 
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land, and being at this moment on the move from Londox. 
‘Tho stranger replied, that an apology was rather dae from 
her, for venturing an intrusion; but she hoped the object 
of her visit would plead her excuse. After being seated, 
she eaid she had called by command of the Queen; who, 
having heard that Mrs, Seaward possessed some very 
rich gold tissue, superior to anything ever seen in Europe, 
Her Majesty had honoured her—Lady Sundon—with « 
command to purchase it at any price, if it wore indeod 
what it was reported to be.— My dear wife smiled. 
“That cannot be, madam,” said she; “but T shgll be 
most happy to present some picces of gold tissae, or amy- 
thing else I am possessed of, to her Majesty.” —* I fear,” 
replied the lady, * the Queen cannot secept of it from 
‘Mrs, Seaward.”—" Then,” rejoined my wife, “1 shall 
have to regret, for once in my life, that I arm only Mrs, 
Seaward.” After a pause, the stranger roquested to be 
gratified with a sight of the gold web; and, in couspliy 
ance with the wish, one of the richly wroaght pieces 
(which the tirewoman had not sten) was shown to ber, 
‘She was struck at once by its incomparable richwess, and 
could not restrain her admiration; obsorving—“ This, 
truly, is fit for a queen.” I now left my dear Eliza and 
the lady together. It seems they soon became sociable, 
wea By nal loos cia aoe 
sonce. My well-judging wif had by the opper 
tunity, to give her an outline of our shipwreck, and of 
our little settlement; and also told her, that our business | 
to England wes to’ purchase tres is oe eae 
the iskinds, so as to secure our people in the possession 
of their grounds and habitations; bet as we could not 
succeed in obtaining it, we were going away, and woold 
try to establish them as well as we could without ft, She 
did not, in the course of this conversation, omit to men 
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tion Low we hud trained them to the observance of divine 
worship, and to reading on the Sabbath-day. Lady 
‘Sundon was a kind-hearted, and somewhat pious woman 5 
80 that she took great intorest in the detail, and, on taking 
leave, promised to endeavour to persuade her Majesty to 
allow Mrs, Scaward to present the tissue for acceptance. 
Bat, ut any rate,” added she, taking my wife's hand, 
“T hope you will not leave town immediately. T am 
desirous of cultivating your acquaintance, and I would 
‘say your friendship.” My dear wife returned hor a suit- 
able compliment, and I had the honour of handing her 
Ladyship to the carriage, which bore the royal arms. 

After the departure of this lady, my Eliza and myself 
turned the matter over, and hoped it might prove one of 
those mysterious of Providence, to accom 
plish that for us whicl: we had failed in ability to do for 
ourselves, and, in consequences were about to abandon 
as hopeless ; we therefore determined to wait the issue of 
this adventure. 


On Tuesday, my wife hud % second visit from Lady 
‘Sundon, who imparted to her the pleasing intelligence, 
‘that the Queen would receive her at the palace on Thurs- 
day; and it had been arranged that her Ladyship, who 
pow told us she was Mistress of the Robes and Lady in 
‘Waiting to her Majesty, should call in a royal carriago 
for Mre. Seaward, and accompany her to the prosonce. 
‘Ts00n begged permission to retire; and having left them 

Lady Sandon very kindly entered into all the 

“minatix, with my wife, of the honour intended her. The 

dress she was to wear was thon settled, and the etiquette 

‘tobe obverse wax pointed outs but there was a point, 

) which her Ladyship had directions to be informed. 
‘ is Mr. Seaward ?—is he a morchant?”—“ He 
was a merchant,” replied my wifo: “he is no longer one. 
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He gave up his business entirely to his brother, amd it 
fiw Ts te pieeionet euler eae "+6 1 wish 
he hed rank of any kind,” replied Lady Sundan.—" The 
only rank he has, that I can mention,” returned my wits 
“is that of Captain Commandant of Seaward stands; 
and I think I can show your Ladyship his commission, 
signed by the Governor of Jamaica.” My Eliza soon 
laid her hands on the document, and showed it to her 
noble guest. “That will do,” said sho; “I am glad to 
know this; it may be of some importance to you, at least 
in your introduction to her Majesty, if nothing more” 
The next day, I wos surprised early in the morning 
by a visit from Mr. Powis, “You will haves mewage 
this morning,” suid he, “to attend the minister; be there 
fore in readiness. He says you are like Cussius: be mast 
he wary of such like men.”—* Let him know,” returned 
T, “that I am not like Cassins;— but,” continued 1, 
“you are indood vory kind, Mr. Powis; you have acted 
towards me with « steady and persevering friendship, 
notwithstanding I have rejected your coansel."—* I 
esteem you the more, Mr. Seaward,” said he, “ for 
Bering done roy eng ae a 
rience in life." He had scarcely finished the sentence, 
when the note srrived from Sir Robert's | 
siring my attendance at ten o'clock, I hastened to drew 
in my plain suit, in which I had paid amy former visit, 
andreas ersceal oe =e 
‘Mr, Socretary was suporabundantly courteous om the 
occasion ; $0 that T was admitted at once into the library 
‘The minister was not there; but came in presently, by 
‘@ door that led from it into some other room 
perhaps this was the listening-door spoken of 
Powis. “Tam glad to see you, Mr. 
oes can ere eee 
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of yours.” Then taking up a chart of the West Indies, 
that lay on the table—* Show me where the rocks and 
islets are situnted, for which you want the grant,” I 
looked on the chart attentively a little while, then said— 
“ They are not laid down here, Sir Robert; unless the 
‘Serranhas are intended to represent them. I then drew 
‘cross lines through the Intitude of 14° 30's, and 81* w. 
saying—“* This ie a8 near the spot as I can tell you. The 
latitude Is correct, but the longimde has not been ascer- 
tained by observation.” He then desired to know their 
extent; which I described to him with us much accuracy 
as Teould, “ Now,” said he,“ tell me honestly, what 
is your object in seeking to obtain this grant?” T told 
him. He shook his head. “Iam not surprised, sir,” 
said 1, * that you do not eredit me in such disinterested 
conduct; but I speak the trath ; and I will bind myself 
not to appropriate rents or profits to myself iu any way, 
from the grant, beyond freely bestowing its privileges 
on such persons as I may approve, under the penalty of 
forfeiture of the money I may pay to the Crown, and of 
the grant also.” —# Well,” returned he, “ 1 perceive you 
understand the strong side of an argument—the argu- 
mentum ad res; and I will take you at your word. Now,” 
eontinued he, “who is to estimate the value of this 
place 2" Any one you please to name, sir.” I replied, 
if you will have the kindness to settle a principle on 
which the valuation is to be made.” ** You are no con- 
temptible diplomatist, sir,” said the minister. “ Will 
you favour me,” continued he, ‘* with a principle?” — 
“T know of none, sir,” I resumed, “ that will apply; 
but, for want of « better, T would take the average price 
of the uncultivated lands of St. Christopher's, sold three 
years ago on account of the Crown,”—* That will do, 
T think,” replied he; but how shall wo estimate the 
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extent ?7"—" T can supply that, sir,” exid T, ** as I have 
a rude survey of the rocks und islunds, which can be 
ameusured ; and I should wish my map, such mx it is, 
to be copied, and appended to the patent."”—* Mr, Sea- 
ward,” answered the minister, “it shall be settled in 
yourown way; Tam happy to meet your wishes, Ehave 
satisfied myself thnt you are not » necdy adventurer, and 
Lam disposed to serve you. My secretary shall wait on 
you, with proper persons on the part of the Crown, withis 
a fow days; and the business shall be done.” T thanked 
him for his kind condescension, and ventured to expres 
a hope, that I might find on occasion, at some future 
period, to show the sincerity of my professions. Sir 
Robert bowed, and T took my leare. 

On my way home, I ruminated on the great change I 
had witnessed in the manner and conduct of the minister 
towards mo, but could not satisfy myself ms to the came 
Tt can never be that he has been frightened into the 
measure, by Mr, Powis’s report of my declaration. O 
no} it were presumption and folly to think so, Perhaps 
he is belied, in his desiring to make a market of this 
pissin peta i 
towards a fund for corrupt parliamentary purposes. 

Io right 00 6c Rl Geant apes 

T think there is a sufficient explanation of his condeet, & 
what he said as to his having instituted an inquiry, and 
that he was now satisfied as to my being no needy adven+ 
tarer. However, be this ax it may, maid I to myself, “if 
the thing be but done, and Honestly done, it is of Bale 
consequence to me how it was brought about.” 

My beloved wife was rejoiced at my suocess, and not 
loss gratified by the respectful civility 1 had received: 
She, too, enienvoured to aeconnt for the wondeefal 
change which somehow or other had been wrought in Sie 
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Robert; but was as much at a loss as myself to solve 
the riddle satisfactorily: I told her all I thought, to 
which we'sdded many other surmises; but of one thing 
only we were certain—that I had not waded through 
dirty water to the object. 

My dear Eliza now entered on the subject of her pre- 
seatation, to take place to-morrow; and told me sho had 
onlered a white satin dross, with a Spanish hat of the 
same, which was to be surmounted by two ostrich feathers, 
agrocable toLady Sundon’s arrangement. “Dear Eliza," 
said I, “you onght to wear poarla with this dress; and 
I shall be highly gratified in presenting them to you." — 
“o I thought,” was her reply; “ but as her Ludyship 
said nothing about them, I made up my mind to say 
wothing either, for they are expensive ornaments, and 
you bave already laid out more money on my neck, than 
it in worth; therefore, I am content to go to Court in 
perfect simplicity of attire. — Ah! my sweet pet,” I 
replied, “thy nock is worth more than all the pearls of 
the Pacific, and all the diamonds of Brazil! we will 
go together to the jeweller's; and I shall be happy, in- 
deed, in contributing so small an addition to your innate 
value.” Before dinner-time we made our purchases ; 
necklace, earrings, and a pearl loop, with a diamond star 
for the hat, and a pretty little brilliant ring besides, which 
1 quietly put on her finger: for the umount of which, 
(Stace aap my banker 

190 

etree etsy orel ce called with 
the Lady Sundon, My lovely wife was dreseed, and 
ready to receive her. “ Dear Mrs. Seaward,” she ex- 
elaimed, “ you look like an angel just dropped from 
heayen."—My Eliza blushed, and taking her by the hand, 
said—* Then I must apply to my husband, und to you, 
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the words of Mr. Pope, to Orpheus and St. Cecilia.” 
Her Ladyship paused, not immediately recollecting the 
allusion: seeing it was so, my beloved, and peerless one 
repeated the lincs, turning first to me, and then to her— 
+ He raised « mortal 10 the skies, 
She drew an angel down.” 
Something beyond the ordinary tone of feeling followed 
this, in which our noble visiter bore a part; and she finished 
the soone in perfect keeping (as painters express them 
salves), by quoting from our new but admirable poet, 
Thomson— 
«Ob, bappy they, Se hee ites 
Whom gentler stars unite: 
«wal obs ean oll steel ee 
sure her Majesty will bo quite delighted,” 

The two pieces of embossed gold tissue bad been 
wrapped in a piece of white satiny the original curious 
paper wrappers being previously folded round each piees. 
‘The parcel was placed in the carriage; and my dear wife 
then taking leave of me, by kissing my forehead as T bent 
my head towards her, whispered—* Do not be uneasy 
about me; I feel quite collected, and assured under the 
protection of this kind lady.” Lady Sundon made her 
precede her to the carriage, and Thad the honour to hand 
them in, 


After theirdeparture, I reccived a visit from Mr. Powis. 
He met the carriage just as it turned up into the Strand, 
‘and had recognised Mrs. Seaward.—“ Well, my good 
friend,” said he, “ Iam come to congratalate you on your 
succces with the minister; but do tell me how you think 
it bas been LT ioe ae 
kind friend,” I replied; “ you know quite as much abeat 
it as I do; therefore, if you cannot explain it, 1 have not 
Sound aro ery ng" ead 
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“no car-tichling—no palm-tickling ; if he was not talked 
into it by what you said to him, or alarmed into it by 
what you mid to others, backed by the result of his 
inquiries to Perry, I cannot account for it. His secre- 
tary cannot account for it; the thing is altogether out 
of common course: but,” continued he, “I saw Mrs. Sea- 
ward in one of the royal carriages; there may be some~ 
thing in thant I don’t know.”—* If there be anything in 
that,” I replied, “ perbaps Sir Robert haying so much to 
do with Highland chiefs, some of them, or their seers, 
the second sight, may have apprised him of 

what would happen, so that he has been beforehand with 
royal favour.”—“ Upon my life, Seaward,” said Mr. 
Powis, smiling, “you are too bold: what would Sir 
Robert say, if he were to hear of this repartee at his 
expense?” —~"I should be heartily glad of it,” I replied ; 
“nothing would make me more proud, than that he 
should come to the conclusion, that I am very unlike most 
men of the present day.” My friend Powis seemed a little 
what to make of me; and, indeed, so wos I 

with regard to him. He began to think he nd yet to 
make we out; and T began to think T had made him out. 
T don’t know whether he took me for the Czar, risen from 
the dead, and in disguise; but I began to suspect him 
of being the right ear of the ministor, or the whispering 
gullery appended to it; and, therefore, T put on my old 
armour of caution, He endeavoured again to agitate the 
cle he dalle Raion le Retesbeane 
to elicit from me where Mrs. Seaward 

ols and who it was that he saw with her in the 
‘royal carriage. I told him I did not deem mysclf at 











1736. NARRATIVE. 43 
‘think I may call hor) walked by my sido, I was led into 
a room, where her Mujesty was sented :—* Cournge!” the 
lady whispered in my car; and almost immediately after, 
letting my hand drop, courtesied gracefully to the Queen, 
saying, ‘T have the honour to present the wife of Captain 
Seaward to your Majesty.’—‘ You are welcome, Mrs. 
Seaward,’ snid the Queen; ‘I am happy in seeing you 
here.,—‘T am too happy,’ 1 replied, ‘in finding myself 
in the presence of our illustrious Queen: T shall be happy 
in the recollection of this day, until the Iutest period of 
my life.’ I had scarcely finished the sentence, when 
‘Lady Sundon put the parcel into my arms; and, agroe- 
able to previons arrangement, I then approached quite 
“near to her Majesty, and, dropping on one knee, laid 
the parcel at her fool, saying—' If your Majesty will be 
graciously pleased to accept this small tribute of affec- 
tionate loyalty, from the hands of your most devoted 
servant, your condescension will leave the deepest im- 
pression of gratitude on her heart.’ ”"—“ Well done, 
Eliza!” I exclaimed; “ Lady Sundon could not have 


played the courtier better herself.”’—* Dear Edward," 
replied my wife, “it was a set speech, dictated by her 
Ladyship for the occasion: but I certainly did fool what 
‘the words eaid.”—* Well, my love,” said I, toll me all 
the rest; T have been very rade to interrupt you, and 
. clearly enough that I never have been at 

My dear wife then resumed hor account of the 
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but keeping our face towards the royal person, until we 
got out of the presences into the ante-room. Here my 
kind friend immediately kissed me, saying— Dear Mrs 
Seaward, you have acquitted yourself nobly: the carriage 
is in waiting for you; hurry home to your husband, who 
will be made happy by the account you have to give kim. 
T took leave of Lady Sundon, in & manner her cordiality 
deserved ; and at parting she promised to call om me & 
adayortwo, A gentleman in waiting handed mo to the 
carriage ; and now, here f am, my dear Edward, with the 
sovereign of my heart.” 

The week passed away without seeing her Ladyship, or 
hearing anything from Sir Robert's secretary relative to 
the grant. But it was goon known amongst oar eoquulet- 
ance, that my wife had been introduced to the Queen; 
and she was in consequence pestered with visite from 
‘Mra. Child and her friends, now doubling pressi 
their invitations, and not very delicate in their is 
Bat, strange as it may appear, the object of my wiles 
presentation was never known beyond the circle thea 
present, all of whom were freemasons in petticoats. And, 
indeed, I have reason to believe that not even Sir Robert 
Walpole himself, nor the prying Mr. Powis, could ever 
ascertain the precise matter, whatever suspicions might 
be entertained on the subjoct. : 

My dear wife could not but complain of the trouble 
some daily visits of Mrs. Child; on aecount of which I 
advised her to give the lady rub that she richly de 
sorved, “Bey to bey" ld 
to see people of fashion paying visite 10 = person: 
hotel.” —« That would not be like ws, my dear Edwant!” 
she replied: “1 might bave done so a litte time 
but now, that 4 woman of quality hus visited me he 
would carry an air of insolence in it, which, om reflection, 
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Tam sure you would not approve.” I was convinced, 
“You are right, my Jove!” said I; and the subject being 
thas disposed of, we put on our things, and strolled out 
to refresh ourselves by « walk in St. James's Park. 

On Sanday, the 12th, we attended divine service at 
8t. Paul's; and were much delighted, both by the organ 
and by the chanting; and much edified in hearing an 

sermon from one of the prebendaries, Onour 
return from the Cathedral, my dear wife received a kind 
note from Lady Sundon; importing that she had been 
indisposed, but was now better, and would call at the 
Adelphi, on Tuesday, 
‘On Monday, one of the minister's secretaries mnde his 
at my hotel, with two gentlemen on behalf of 
the Crown, to settle the conditions of the grant. After 
the usual ceremonies of introduction, we entered on the 
‘business; and E produced my chart, The deputy sur- 
who was one of them, said it appeared to 
be aceurate; bearing internal evidence of having heen 
done by a person who knew what he was about, To a 
question he put, I answered, “It was done by the cap- 
tain of a schooner, I kept to go occasionally to Jamaica,” 
As there was a scale to the chart, the royal surveyor very 
soon measured and calculated the area of the islands. He 
‘made the peninsular promontory to contain two square 
sen Gestay's Talend, beyond the isthmus, nine square 
miles; Edward's Island, six square miles; in all 7880 
scres, ‘This point being settled, I stated the principle 
on by the minister and myself, as to the valuation. 
e gentlemen said, they were aware of it: and that 
sere was the average price of the lands granted 
. Christopher's. The calculation on these data being 
‘it was found that the purchase-moncy would 
19701. An observation then fell from one of 
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the gentlemen as to the detached rocks, and the long 
sandy isthmus, not having beon taken into sccoust: 
“Well,” said I, “Iet us put down the odd 30% in con 
siderntion of these, and all others in, near, or belonging 
to the suid islands.” After a little demar, wy propose 
tion was agreed to, “Now, gentlemen,” resumed 1, 
“the business is settled; requiring only to be earriol 
into offect.”"—J ust so, sir,” said the seeretary.—™ Well 
then,” I rejoined, “when the deed is made ont, and bet 
received the royal signature, I shall be happy to pay e 
money, and such fecs and charges as may be esual is 
such cases,” The deputy suryeyorgeneral requested t+ 
Joan of my chart, to have two copies of it taken? onet 
append (o the deed; the other, to lodge in the allice: 
their leave, 

On the following day, my wife recived m visit frem 
Lady Sundon; and the meeting was cordinl. My Elim 
ssid to her noble gueet—“If 1 had wot feared it might | 
have been an intrusion, I would have come to see your | 
Ladyship when you were sick.""—“ Come now,” replied 
Lady Sundon; “if Mr. Seaward will spare you one day 
to me, I should be most happy!” My dear wife looked 
at me,— Will you epare me, Edward 1" —* Certainly,” 
said I, “oe det iy) wi 
to you."—" Indeed I am,” exclaimed her Ladyship, 
taking my wife's hand in the most kind manner, “Yeu 
will not think strange of this hesitation on my part," said 
my Eliza to her friend, “when T tell you that we hur 
not been separated a whole day, at any one time, since 
I became Mrs. Seaward! And indeed,” continmed se, 
“Tam so happy, where every woman ougglit to sewk her 
happiness, that I hare no desire, except in such a ex 
as this, to be absent for a moment.” T took my Elias 
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hand, and put it to my lips. She then begged permission 
to go and dress, which she would soon do; and left me 
with her Ladyship. ‘The first words of thie excellent 
womans were like sweet music to my ear—*She is 4 
divine creature!” said Lady Sundon ; “so unlike all the 
vromen I see of the present day! and I ascure you the 
Queen ix quite charmed by her beauty, and her manner, 
and her propriety: and I rather think she will see her 
Majesty before we return; but not being certain of ity I 
do not like to say so to hor, lest my eweet friend should 
he disappointed.” Her ladyship then asked me if I had 
accomplished my business ax to the grant with the Crown 
officers. I told her it was definitively arranged yesterday, 
and woald soon be mado out, and I hoped immodiately 
presented to her Majesty, as Regent, to sign it, “* Now, 
Captain Scaward,” resumed the lady, “I will tell you a 
secret: the Queen has not been very well pleased with a 
certain person, for the course he intended to pursue with 
respect to your affair; she spoke to him on the subject, 
and soon became peremptory; ond it is only in conse- 
quence of this, that the business has been done. You 
therefore now know to whom you are obliged: and do 
take care,” continued she, “not to throw away your money 
On persons who may endeavour to persuade you the 
ebligation ism any other quarter. ‘The Queen knows all 
that passed between the minister and yourself, and be- 
tween you and other persons, on the subject, and expremed 
her admiration of your spirit, and of the sentiments you 
mvowed on the occasion. He was a good deal piqued,” 
adited Lady Sundon, “when her Msjesty gave him her 
commands; and he ventured to say, with a smiling bit- 
terness, ‘Perhaps your Majesty would approve of our 
sending him us envoy to Madrid,’—to which she drily 
replied, ‘Cassius is not to our liking, Sir Robert:" then 
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receiving his leave to retire, he howed, and withdrew; 
evidently a good deal nettled, I believe, however,” con- 
tinued her Lodyship, “you have nothing to fear from 
him ; he has nothing to gain by annoying you, but may 
risk the royal displeasure: and T am quite sure you may 
count on her Majesty's protection and his compliance.” 
My wife now joined us; and after thanking her Lady- 
ship for her great kindness, I handed them to the carriage, 
and saw them off, 

Fidele—our dear little Fidelo! was the representative 
of his mistress to-day; T therefore talked to him some 
times, by way of convoling both him and mayself, in het 
absence. “ Well, poor fellow,” said I, “you were once 
our chief delight and care; now you receive only a tran | 
sient kind word, or a look; but wedo not esteem you the 
less, Fideles come here, poordog!” He raised his fore 
feet on my knee, and licked my hand; and said all thet 
u dog could say, in return. He spoke not with the tongue, 
that may lie; but with the eye and demeanor, that 
generally speak truth. Being first favourite to-day, 1 
helped him to the wing of a chicken. “ You like that 
better than popper-pot, old fallow!” said I: he looked 
very knowing a8 he took it from my band; which 1 
interpreted, “ Indeed, I believe I do.” Thes I played 
the fool, as fools would call ity giving a truce to all 
anxieties respecting the completion of my grant, or the 
favour of the Queen. 

In the afternoon, T took a walk to Palace Yard, to 
amuse myself: looking about me with interest or adimi- 
ration on many of the buildings in thet quarter; but 
especially on the Abbey of Westminster. , 
to prolong my stroll, I turned towards the river, where 
8 great many people were at work on the foundation of 
the new bridge. I here met Mr. Powis, with two other 
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gentlemen, one of whom had accompanied the minister's 
secretary, to arrange with me about the grant. Mr. Powis 
expressed himself most happy to mect me; und after some 
convoreation, he proposed to go to the Belland Sun, in 
King Stroet, to take a bowl of punch, I objectod to this, 
saying, “I should not like to be ween in a tavern.” — 
“ Bless you,” cried he, “ Sir Robert Walpole, and some 
of his frieads from the country, dine at that tavern almost 
every day while Parliament sits, provious to their going 
down to the House of Commons.” —* As that is the 
cate,” I replied, “ I suppose we need not be ashamed to 
be seen there.” So accordingly we went, and drank 4 
couple of howls of punch. We had scarcely snt down, 
when the conversation turned on the topics of the day; 
during which a variety of political subjects were discussed. 
Ttook no part in it: but the debate soon ran high between 
‘the two gentlemen I know, and tho stranger. I readily 
perceived he was no friend to the minister, for he would 
not aecode to anything they eaid, either in commendation 
of Sir Robert, or his politics. In the course of this 
cation, the stranger gave vent to the following philippic. 
“Sir Robert Walpole says he is a Whig: it may be s0; 
but I never could discover it in his politics, as far as 
Tam aequainted with them, If I did not know that 
Pulteney, and roost of his set, are Tories; judging by 
‘their eentiments, I should set them down as Whigs— 
and Whigs, too, of the first order. But all distinction 
js confounded by the different light in which situation 
places the leaders of party; so that, I presume, we must 
consider public men to be in some respects like the cha- 
melion, who changes his colour according to the ground 
he stands on: yet, I do not mean to say, that, like him, 
they are content merely to bask in the royal sunshine, and 
live upon fies.” When the second bowl of punch was 
FOL, Ht. D 
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day, and tell me more; it is altogether a vory interesting 
mory:" then taking her by the hand, the Queen added— 
“Tam delighted with your present; it will make me the 
richest dress in Europes and I desire you will accept 
this from me;"—taking a dismond cross from a little 
case, and fixing it with her own hands to the pearl neck- 
lace my wife wore on her neck, There was great dig- 
nity as well ns delicacy in this act of the Queen, Tho 
obligation under which a valuable present might be sup- 
posed to place her, was now removed by an oquivalent 
in value; 0 that every future kindness from her Majesty 
became a free measure of grace and condescension, 

My desr Eliza was deeply affected by this signal 

in a queen of England to hor, and could 
not help feeling proud of the attentions she had altogether 
received at the palace,—* But,” said she to me, after 
giving way a little to fhelings that might readily be ox- 
cused, “it is God that disposes all hearts! and TE must 
humble myself before Him, lest mine should fall into the 
snure of yain-glorying in anything earthly. I could not 
eodure the thought, that he might withdraw His face 
from us, my dear Edward.” She had detected the con- 
dition of her own heart; and desired me to join her 
to-night im humbling oursolves before the Majesty of 
Heayen; which I did; and we found that peace in 
prayer, which our Father and our God never denies to 
Mose who sook it with « true and fnithfal spirit. 

‘Barly the next morning, wo had a visit from Lady 
Sundon. After a few minutes’ agreeable conversation 
with my wife, which chiefly turned on the great affubility 
‘of her Majesty, and tho intorest she took in our welfare, 
Lady Sandon told my Eliza, that the Queen would fix 
‘am carly day to eee her agnin; and that her Majesty 
requested her to bring the little dog which had fought 
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plays Tsay engaged himself, for he is a volunteer in the 
business. I suppose ho talked to you about gotting hold 
of the right ear of the minister! A paper uppenred in 
Fog’s Journal some months ago, ‘On Ear-tickling, as 
practised by the Chinese ;—it is whispered he wrote itz 
bat we know botter: it is rather a satire on Sir Robert, 
and was not written by such « man as Powis."—* Well, 
how incredible!" exclaimed my dear wife; “I could not 
have suspected such double dealing, in any man."—*Ah! 
dear Mrs. Seaward,” replied our noble visiter, “any base 
coin of brass, impressed with the image of Virtne, is 
allowed to circulate for gold; and passes current here, 
without much scrutiny." 

‘The conversation having thus finished, her Ladyship 
fe us: and we talked over what we had heard, wonder 
fing as to the alteration the Queen intended to make in 
the grant, and what the matter meant altogether. It 
exiled, howaver, in our foeling satisfied that her Majesty 
intended us no injury; and, therefore, we dismissed its 
consideration from our minds, and were at rest on the 


subject. 

On Friday, the 15th, T had a visit from Mr. Powis, 
who came in with a very long face; and, after as long a 
preamble, told me, I had been deceived in the quarter 
‘on which T had grounded my expectations; that after all 
the trouble Sir Robert had taken, the Queen-Regent bad 
eflesed to eign the grant, and had thrown the paper aside. 
I made no reply. Now, my dear friend,” continued 
he, “if you had been guided by me, this could not have 
happened.” “Indeed, 1 believe so, Mr. Powis," 1 

Well, then,” he resumed, * be wiser in futare, 
‘and I will put you in the way of rectifying your error.” 
—*T thank you, my good friend," said I; “but every 
man, T suppose, has a rule or principle of his own to 
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mined on having one of the Spanish gold sword-handles, 
with its lion's head, properly fitted up with blade and 
scubbard, and slang with one or more of the mussy gold 
chains selocted from among the articles in the plate chest. 
‘No time was lost in putting these matters in forwardness; 
and I applied to the jeweller from whom I had bought my 
wife's pearls snd diamonds, to get the sword mounted in 
the best mode, telling him the hilt was pure gold. He 
weighed it before me, and said he would do eo again 
before the workman, to whom he was to intrast the job; 
und have itso fitted, that he could take off the hilt, and 
weigh it again when it came back. I approved his cau- 
tion; and then bought the gold buckles for my shoes and 
Knees. We nd encountered heavy expenses in this way 
of late; but they were not to occur again, and therefore 
could mot injure my fortune; for such expenditures are 
not like the life-drain of daily high outgoings, occasioned 
by an overwhelming establishment. 

‘A royal carriage was sent for my wife on the next 
morning; she wos quite ready. “You are to go too, 
Fidele," said sho: the dear little dog was quite overjoyed 
‘at the well-koown words of his mistress; and having 
heen washed with violet soup, was quite in trim, “to 
come before a queen.” I caught the little fellow up in 
my arms, that ho might not eacounter the dirt on the 
pevement; and taking the hand of his mistress, led her 
down, and placed them side by side comfortably in the 


Ta my Bliza’s absence, I brashod up the gold lace on 
amy blue suit; then walked out to buy my hat, and went 
ft hurry the business of my sword: endeavouring to pass 
“away the day as well as I could. 

‘Tn the evening I had tho happiness to see my swoet 
‘mngel retaum, and greeted her with a joyous welcome, 
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walkod about, then stood, and then sat, with it hanging 
by my side, so a« to accustom myself to it a little; lest T 
should be awkward in the royal presence, and, perhaps, 
Bet it between my lege, and tumble down, Ag the time 
of my dopartare drew nigh, I felt my courage fail me; 
and the first time in my life, bud a qualm of the coward's 
sicknoss, My dear wif cheered me, but the palms of 
my hands continued cold and clammy. At length, the 
‘carriage was announced. My beloved soul gave me a 
life-imparting kiss; and helping mo to adjust my peruke, 
we went hand in hand, with my hat under my arm, to 
the carringe, entered it, and drove off. I felt my blood 
heginning to circulate again pretty freely as we passed 
Charing Cross; and was quite myself, or perhaps a little 
Aushod, when we alighted at the palace. Lady Sundon 
took my wife from my hand at n turn of the grand staire 
ease; when, at the same time, I was introduced to Lord 
Hoarrington, who led the way for me to the ante-room, 
He talked to me about the West Indies and Spanish 
America; and, with great courtesy, said, he was happy 
io having been requested to present me. I thanked him 
for his great kindness in sending his carriage for me, 
and for the honour he intended me. He then took me 
aside, and asked me if I knew the purpose of the Queen, 
in desiring my attendance at the levee, I replied, it was 
an honour 1 bad no right toexpect; but her Majesty had 
been graciously pleased to command my attendance, and it 
would afford mo great pleasure to express my gratitude. 
© There is something more than that,” said his Lordship, 
“or Tum mistaken: however, I think it right to tell you, 
if er Majesty should hold out her hand when you are 
presented, deop down on your right knoo, and gently 
‘approach her hand with your lips; bat do not move from 
your kneeling position, until she retires a few steps from 
v2 
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finished her address to me on being presented, Sir Robert 
docked round him with evident confusion, 10 the no small 
pleasure of some persons present. However, like a teue 
courtier, he lost no time in coming up to mo; and giving 
me his hand, said —“Sir Edward Seaward, 1 congratulate 
you on the favour of her Majesty.” 

‘The levee being concluded, the noble Baron told me 
his carriage should wait to take me back to my hotel ; 
but he believed I might not yet return; for he knew from 
Lady Sundon, that it was the Queen’s intention to see 
Lady Seaward, in her private apartment, after the loveo. 
Tam not ashamed to confess, that my heart was expanded 
by a delightful fecling, when the words “Lady Seaward” 
fell from the lips of the noble Lord; yet L hope it arose 
puroly from the pride I always falt in seeing my dear 
Elita honoured, and not from any indirect selfelevation, 
which perhaps the distinction I had just received might 
be caloulated to inspire. Lord Harrington then acoom- 
panied me to Lady Sundon’s apartments, and introduced 
ane to her venerable aunt; to whom he spoke a few agreo- 
able things, and then wished me good moming. I sat 
and talked with the old lady about half an hour: she 
congratulated me on the Queen's favour; and made me still 
more happy by praising my wifey—saying, I did not know 
how much they all loved her, 

At last, my sweet angel appeared, leaning on the nem 
‘of her friend; who had been desired by the Queen to 
bring her into the royal private apartment, immediately 
after the levee, that her Majesty might have the pleasure 
of imparting to her the knowledge of what had just been 
donc. As they entered the room where the Queen was, 
sher Majesty advanced towards them, and taking my Eliza 
by the hand, said, with a beneficent smile—* Lady Sea- 
ward, Tam happy to see you.” My beloved looked up 
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earnestly, with an enquiring eye, but did not speak. “1 
have added ona more brave knight to our list, a few 
minutes ago, in the person of your husband; and [have 
reserved to myself the pleasure of communicating the 
intelligence to you." My tender-hearted Eliza was over- 
come;—being ever alive to the most grateful feelings, 
even for the smallest kindnesses, she was now over- 
powered, and sunk at the feet of her Majesty; but col- 
locting herself in a moment, exclaimed—* My hosoured 
husband! Your Majesty bas indeed made me happy, by 
‘exalting him.” The Queen raised her as she wept; bat 
thoy were tears of gratitade rather than of joy, He 
Majesty’s kind nature was conspicuoas the 
made her sit down beside her, desiring Lady Sundon, w 
the samo time, to give hor a Hitle water, which she offered 
to my Eliza with hee own hand; and would not suffer 
her to depart until her composure was quite restored, At 
length the Queen pressed her hand with great kindness, 
and gave her permission to withdraw, 

My Eliza, on soma occasions, would not be restrained 
by forms. ‘The moment she came into the room where I 
was, she flew into my arms; and giving full vent to her 
feolings, wopt unrestrained. ‘The two ladies present under- 
‘stood human nature too well to interfere. In a short time, 
she smiled and kissed me, saying —* Now T am better, 
—My dear and kind friends, pardon thie weakness, aml 
my radencss.”"—" Thou child of nature!" replied Eady 
Sundon; “ would to Heaven that all women were like 
thee!" We did not refuse a glass of Mountain and 
bit of cake, which were kindly offered to us; ami soon 
after, we returned to the hotel in Lord Harrington's car 
riage. On alighting, I felt it incambent om me to behave 
handsomely to his Lordsbip's servants, and I desired them 
to wait, When I had handed my dear wife up stairs, 1 
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sent & guinea each to the two footmen, and a couple of 
guiness to the coachman. He who took the vail to the 
servants, brought back the news into the hotel, of what 
had taken place at the levee; and we were not many 
minutes without receiving the humble congratulations of 
our hostess; and my dear wife was Ladyship’d before 
night by every servant that she had occasion to speak to, 
until who was quite sick of it, 

We now made sure of the grant, and saw into the 
‘Queen’s reason for putting it aside; no doubt, having bait 
is in conternplation to honour us as she had done; and 
that, therefore, it would come, to be made ont for Sir 
Edvard, instead of Cuptain Seaward. To make some 
grateful acknowledgment to our friend Lady Sundon, 
and to devise some offering of gratitude to her Majesty 
also, occupied our earliest thoughts. After some delibera- 
tion, my wife suggested the frobable acceptability of the 
silver perfume boxes ;—they were large und massy, und 
richly embossed with Scripture story; the one represent 
ing the Nativity, the other the going down into Egy; 
a cow and calf, near the manger where the infant Jesus 
lay, were well executed ; and the uss, in the going down 
into Egypt, was a remarkably true copy of nature. Tt 
was resolved to have the former richly gilt, in dead and 
burnished gold, for her Majesty; and to have the other 
Ge through the hands of the silversmith, so as to give ita 
dead silvery white, on a smoothly refreshed surface, as 
the subject might require. 

‘The next morning, we went to the jeweller, who was 
asilversinith also, and gave him the necessary directions 
respecting the cases, and their internal boxes likewise, 
which were to be made to correspond with the exterior. 
‘During the day, the Lord Harrington sent his compli- 
‘ments, and Sir Robert Walpole sent his compliment; and 
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Lady Sandon kissed my dear Eliza; who then said to her 
—Lhave ventured to put something into the carriage, 
for your aunt and for your Ladyship; and if you do not 
acoept it, I aball feel hurt." ‘They then shook hands with 
us kindly, and took their leave. 

On Sanday, we attended divine service at St. Martin’s; 
and felt it our duty, if not altogether our inclination, to 
dedicate our afternoon to reading the Scriptures. “Ye 
canmot serve God and mammon ;"—wo began to feel the 
trath of this exying of our divino Master.‘ Lot us not, 
my dear Edward,” said my wife, “lose the favour of 
God, for all this world can bestow." We therefore read 
the Scriptures till lat in the evening; and prayed fur- 
vontly to God in Christ, for forgiveness of sins, and grace 
unto future righteousness and holiness of life. 

On Monday, the minister's secretary called with the 
grant which had been signed by her Majesty, as Regent 
of the kingdom; and she had ordered the clause to be 
expunged, which entailed forfeiture on me, in case of my 
turning such grant in any way to my own profit, by wales 
of laud or otherwise, T read it over, and expressed 
myself well satisticd. Iwill pay you the money down, 
sir,” eaid 1, “and there is no occasion for a reecipt; for 
I perooive the consideration money, 20001, is expressed 
in the deed."—" It is so, Sir Edward,” he replied. T 
then drew out an order on my bankers for the amount, 
and handed it to him. He sat a while without saying 
anything; bat T perceived there was yet something to 
be done. “Are there any fees, sir, to pay?” T asked. 
“f am directed, Sir Edward,” he replied, “to demand 
no foes.”—" But, sir," T resummed, * you have had some 
trouble in this business; and I beg you will do me the 
favour to accept this rouleau of gold;" putting a paper 
roll, cootaining fifty guineas into his hand: “and T 
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desire my best thanks to Sir Robert Walpole, and that 
you will accept the same. He bowed courteously, and 
made some complimentary speech, which, like all such, 
vanished into thin air, When he was gone, my dear 
wife and myself congratulated each other on having at 
last obtained the object of our voyage; amd we retarned 
thanks to God, who by his power and influence over the 
minds and actions of his creatures, lid accomplished thik 
great matter for us. 

On Tneeday, the Lord Harrington sent his carriage 
for mo. I took the opportunity of taking my dear wit 
to the palace; and after leaving her there, returned his 
Lordship’s compliments by a call, and then drove to the 
house of the minister. I wished to leave my name aul 
drive away; but it seems T was expected, and the porter 
hud orders to say Sir Robert desired to see me. Tac 
cordingly alighted, and was shown into the minister's 
brary, without using gold or silver keys. He srow 
when T wont in, and took me cordially by the heady 
complimented me, then joked me; said he had supposed 
I was a Protestant, and ® Whig; but that some others 
thought they could prove me to be 2 Papist, and a deco 
bite. Lecomprehend the illusions, and bearing of all thin 
and only replied by a smile. “But now, Sir Edward,” 
said he, to be serious; if you were im parliament, whoa 
would you support!" The Crown unquestionably," 1 
replied. —* Then it follows,” said he, “that you wool! | 
support the minister of the Crown."—“So loogs t 
ryjoined, “as that minister endeavoured to upheld the 
dignity and prerogative of the Crown, with constitutional 
consistency, and by direct and bonest teeans."—" Pehal” 
said he, “that is tho way all novices talk. If," continued 
he, “4 minister could find men as they should be, and 
not as they are, he could run at his business like « bell; 
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but, my dear young friend," added he, “ you do not know 
what @ minister has to contend with.” I could not an- 
ewer him, yot I was not convinced, After a short pause, 
“I think,” rejoined he, “ you cannot do bettor than take 
@ borongh: there will be one vacated in a few days; I 
know you can command it without injury to your for- 
tune, and you owe it to yourself not to reject the oppor- 
tauity offered; for without flattery, I venture to say, I 
perceive you are not wanting in nous, and only require 
a little intercourse with public men, to fit you for any 
honourable public employment; and I will take my 
chance of your support, on the grand connecting prin- 
ciple of loyalty.” I thanked him, but assured him my 
mind was made up to roturn to my trans-Atlantic 
domain; and there I should be happy to make inyself 
as useful to the King, and to his government, as oppor- 
tunity might permit. “ Are you fixed in your dotermin- 
ation?" he suid. —I replied, I am, if with royal per- 
mistion."—" Well, then,” suid he, “would you like to 
hold your appointment from us direct; or, a8 you have 
if, from the Governor of Jamaica?” — That is as you 
may please, sir,” I replied; “1 should be sorry to desire 
anything that might not be quite proper."—“ That ix 
quite proper,” he replied; “I will consider of it." The 
envermtion now drew toa closo; he shook hands with 
ame, and with w smile, said, “1 think E shall call upow 
you some day or other, to do service for us, among your 
Spanish neighbours on Terra Firma.” 1 made my bow, 
an my exit; not a little glad to escape from the wily 
statesman. I called for my dear wife on my return, and 
thad the pleasure to sit and converse with her friends a 
few minutes; after which we drove home, conversing 
on all that had passed between the minister and myself 
during our late interview. 
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caused us often to reflect on the mysterious ways of Pro- 
vidence; by which our elevation in life, and T hope use- 
falness also, had been broaght about, If the King had 
not been absent, perhaps, I should not have succecded in 
obtaining the grant. Ifthe Prince of Wales had not lost 
the confidence of his royal father, the Queen could not 
have been Regent, but he would have filled that high 
situation; and it if most probable, in that case also, I 
should have been disappointed in the object we now had 
#0 happily attained; accompanied, too, by so many other 
marks of royal favour. 

Tn the evening, we got letters from Awbury, bearing 
our now titles on the cover. They were in acknowledg- 
ment of a few lines Eliza had written to her reverend 
ud revered fnther, und to my sisters, just before the post 
‘went out, after receiving our unexpected honours, Her 
father’s letter was such as might have been expected 
from such a man, on such an occasion. “ My beloved 
child, bear your good fortune and your distinction with 
bumility; that you may receive heavenly gifts also, from 
Him, who is the primary giver of all things.” The letter 
from my dear sisters was in o different strain. “ Dear! 
how they should have liked to see the Queen!" and so 
on. —" Well,” said my dear wife, “we shall soon be able 
t goto them now! and indecd, Edward, I shall be glad 
‘wlien we do #0; for L feel myself becoming more and 
‘tore attached to our friends at the palace; and, to own 
the truth, perhaps T could give up all our old friends ut 
‘the island, to remain here, if you were to express tho 
Teast desire for it; therefore, iny dear husband, let us 
‘wake haste, for 1am not insensible to the charms of this 
elegant und utiaching society.” I wus not surprised at 
this declaration; the condescension and even kindness 
‘of the Queen, and the unparalleled courtesios of Lady 
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where he eaid be hd something to do; after which 1 

jiect him to the Master General's Office, and the 
thing wus quickly ucomplished. I received the order 
required, and hastened back with it to the city, to give it 
to Captain Tracey, if I could find him, which I did, He 
wns right glad to meet mo, having heard of the honour 
Thad received at Court; and undertook to take in the 
ordnance stores immodiately, if a lighter were sont with 
them from Woolwich. I desired him to hire a lighter for 
the purpose; he took the order, which, beside the guns I 
have mentioned, included powder, shot, ete. ete. and he 
promised to see to it without loss of time. 

‘The next morning, very early, Captain Tracey called 
on me, to say the order would not be complied with, 
unless I myself went to the Ordnance Office at Woolwich, 
1 lost no time in addressing myself to the business; so 
requesting my dear wife to accompany me, 1 sent for « 
chaise, and we set off, taking Greenwich in our way i 
where I eallod on my old acquaintance, Captain James, 
to take him with me: fortunately, I found him at home, 
and leaving Lady Seaward with Mrs. James, be posted 
on with me to Woolwich. The principal officer of the 
‘Ordnance wus remarkably obliging, and not the less so 
‘en account of the presence of my friend Captain James. 
He said, the order would have been complied with on its 
first presentation, but they could not make out exactly 
‘the sort of guns required; he meant with respoct to their 
carriages, I confessed the truth of his observation, and 
told him, the twelre-pounders were for a battery en bar- 
fete. “Then they roquire high, and traversing carriages ;” 
eaid be. “And, sir,” continued he, “as to the field- 
‘pheces, they are of brass, and rather valuable; but we 
have a great many in toro, and as the order is only for 
two, there will be no demur about it Now, sir,” he 
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Captain ond Mrs, James came to ws soon after break- 
fast, and we proceeded to the Tower. We saw all the 
curiosities there, so frequently described, besides three 
royal cub tigers, just whelped, the first that ever had 
been English born, After our vieit to the wild bensts, 
T dolivered my memorandum to tho Tieatenant of the 
Tower, with whom we immediately went round the 
armoury; and [ picked out half « dozen wallpioces, 
bearing the mark of his late Majesty, These piooes are 
precisely like a soldier's musket, carrying « three-ounce 
ball, and fitted with a pivot and cruteh, to fix in to the 
bore of a «wivel stock; so that a man can bring the butt 
of the piece to his shoulder, and take a sight, and fire, 
without receiving the least kick from the rebound. 

1 bad ordered the beet plain dinner that could be 
werved in the English mode, sans quelques choses of French 
cookery; and the best wines also, not however excluding 
the French. Woe sat down cight in number, the most 
‘comfortable party for a dinner table: we wore not grace: 
Tess, at which Mrs, Child stared a little. The dinner 
went off yery well, and every one seemed to enjoy 
themselves; because thero was no stiffness on our part, 
nor formal ceremony beyond that which good breeding 
requires. The ladies continued & good while with the 
dessert, and our banker's wife did honour to the wine; 
she soon became very voluble: “ Did not like to sit long, 


certainly expected, by this time to have seen her fine 
taste displayed in an elegant and snitable equipage.” 
Old Perry said, dryly, “ Sir Edward keops hie stables in 
the Bank of England ;” at which remark, our nautical 
friend lnaghed heartily, and soy dear Eliza and myself 
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rank and station her Majesty had conferred on ue; and 
sour stay In England would be short, no great mischief 
could be done to my fortune, by three months’ expen= 
diture, in making such o figure as ot Teast would not 
disgrace us in public opinion, I therefore determined ta 
purchase a good travelling carringe, to be driven by & 
postillion; and, aftor come debate, we sent fir our hostess, 
and requested her to recommend a valet to me, and a 
waiting-woman to Lady Seaward. After some little pause, 
she said, “ she knew a nice young Frenchwoman (a re- 
lation of the tirewoman, who wna a Parisian), a good 
scholar, a good milliner, who sung and played the 
gaitar charmingly, and who wanted a sjtuation.”—“ I 
hall bo most happy," returned my wife, “to do anything 
{0 serve your friend, Madame Filibert; send for the young 
woman, and your friend her relation, this evening, and 
Twill talk to them." —‘As for the valet, Sir Edward,” 
resumed our honest hostose, “ they aro all such a puck of 
raseals about town, I would not advise you to hire one 
till you go down into the country.” We thanked her for 
her kind and disinterested counsel, telling her I would 
profit by it. 

We now went out, to seek nhout among the coach- 
makers for a travelling carriage. There were carriages 
enough; but the new ones, of course, were without ombla- 
tonry, and those that were second-hand, bore the arms of 
other people. We had never thought on this, and could 
not help saying something about our dilemma, “ Well, 
pal ae i ecareaalag Long Acre, #Tcan 
honour’s arms ;—what ure they?” 1 
pantie fltexteemely disturbed by the question; for T 
really did not know. My dear wifo relieved mo of my 
‘embarrassment, by saying,—“ If we take tho carriage, we 
will call on you to-morrow with the eseutcheon.” Ho 
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bowed, and I rather hastily withdrow, glad he did not 
know who I was; indeed, to tell the truth, I was ashamed 
to go buck to him again. However, I lost no time in 
obtaining the Seaward arms from the Herald's office, for 
which I paid five guineas; but whether those I got hii 
heen manufactured or not for the oceasion, T could sot 
tell: I was, however, well pleased, and so was my der 
wifo, to seo a dolphin for a crest, supported om a Knights 
helmet. And, as her honournblo mind would not sanctios 
anything like a scurvy trick, she sent forthe coachmaker, 
and desired him to put merely the crest on the earrings, 
with the motto— Men Diew et mon Reg,—and to get © 
done as soon as possible, as we should leave Lende, 
perhaps, by the end of the week. | 
Madame Filibert, and her niece Rosalie, came accontiog 
to appointment, and had @ long interview with my with 
* T hope, madam," said the aunt, * you will treat ber 
more like a companion, than a servant, comme une pelt 
onic; for she is of a good family, although I who sym 
am her relation. Her father was a Protestant clergy 
man, of the remnant of the Huguenots; bet he and bb 
brother my husband, died poor; and she and I, and my 
daughters, have sought in your country that protection 
wo could not find in our own.’ My dear wife was a 
good deal affected; and promised to be a kind frie ® 
Ler niece, if she should at all morit it,—whiok #he| 
und believed she would. Rosalie appeared modest 
intelligent; possessing @ light and agile figure; and, ue 
the whole, quite ongnging by look and in manner. TM 
terms on wilh She ee 
further stipulated, that she should accompany her miséros 
to the Indies, if we required it. My dear wife was a 
forgetful, in her own mind, that we owed all our prow? 
success with the government, to the uncenseioas Gre 
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woman; and she therefore was the more disposed to 
receive her niece on the most favourable terms; and, 
besides, was not indisposed to bestow some solid mark of 
ber regard on the aunt. “Now, Madame Filibert,” said 
my generous Eliza, “ Rosalie must come to-morrow, and 
assist me in packing my things; and, as a token of my 
esteem for the aunt, and as a pledge of the kind treat- 
ment her niece may expect from me, I request that you, 
madam, will accept this small present;” giving her, at 
peepee one Bre gioet: ‘This unusual act of gene- 
rosity, surprised the good woman not a little, who returned 

a thousand remerciments to her Ladyshi, 

Early next morning, I gave o helping hand to my 
Eliza, to wrap the ombossed perfume enses in two covers 
ingsof silver-paper; with the most delicate directions we 
‘ placed between the firstand second coverings, 
Soon after we had finished, Rosalie made her appearance; 
and sho and hor mistross set to work packing. I selected 
fiw urticles out of our gold and silver repository, to take 
‘with ns; and then having the box containing the remainder 
‘pat into a hackney-coach, I drove to Lombard-stroct, and 

the contents in the iron chest,at my bankers. On 
reer, I found thet Lady Sundon had just left the 
She had stopped but a short time with Lady Sea- 

> parr ant but made her promise to dine 
at the palace on Thursday, and to bring me us her page. 
expressing her regret that we were so soon to 

, this amiable woman put a yaluable and beautiful 
‘on my Eliza's finger, suying—* Keep thie for my 
‘ when you ure gone, be sure to write to me 


y Sundon’s affection for her whose honour 
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Ladyship, and her venerable aunt. After our dinner, ny 
doar wife bad a short interview with the Quocn ; who, in 
the kindest manner, asked ifevery thing hnd been done to 
my sutisfuction; wsuring my Eliza at the same time, thet 
it would afford her satisfaction, at any fatare period to 
show us favour or protection, if we should require it. 
“ Before I part with you, my dear Lady Seaward,” con- 
tinued ber Majesty, “I wish to give you something, 
which I think you will value more than gold or jewel. 
When I passed through the Hague many years ago, 
T met Saurin;—T was then on my way to Eogland. He 
gave me this excellent sermon, which is written in Preach 
by his own hand: [desire you to accept it; and sometine: 
torend it, in remembrance of me, and of the plons minkser 
of Huguenot descent, its author;—he was au excellent 
man! At my requost, he wrote a book for the use of ose 
who has not profited by it as he ought; but in God I 
trust.” The Queen paused a second, then resumed—" I 
believe, Lady Seaward, that you are one of the few whe 
give glory and honour to God, for whaterer good awaits 
you in life; and for this rensan T lay aside the Queen, 
when alone with you; and I confess to you, thut when I 
mot M, Saurin at the Hague, told him I was 
to the Disporer of crowns, for that which I was about to 
wear; and I feel happy, my dear young friend, in this 
opportunity of laying open my heart to one L believe 
worthy of knowing, that Caroline of England's prowéést 
tile would be that of a trac Christian woman" My 
Eliza thanked her Majesty with a silent tear of gratitedey 
and, kissing the hand that was held out to ber with the 
book, curtsied and retired. 

Before we parted from our kind fiends in tho eveaiagr 
my dear wife took occasion to ask Lady Sundom as 
the Queen's allusion, when speaking of M, Saxrin, sf 
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the little book that had beeo written by him at her com- 
mand. “Ah!” wplied hor Ladyship; “tho Prince of 
Wales; it was written for him; but he has not profited 
much by it. God only knows what can induce him to 
act as he docs; especially to his royal mother; who is 
both kind and just, and would Iay down her life for bis 
true interest and happiness: but he has had bad people 
about him, I don’t like that Lord Bolingbroke,” and 
some others: continued Lady Sundon, lowering her voice; 
“and now Iwill tell you a secret. Theso bad people, 
by their intrigues, have contrived to throw a firebrand 
into the palace, which has lighted up a consuming fire 
there; and has broken confidences, which formerly were 
undoubted. Her Majesty has been informed that Sir 
Robert is in evcret correspondence with the Prince; and 
the information comes from a quarter that she may not 
doubt. Her Majesty bas taxed him with itj—to which 
his answers have been rather equivecal. In consequence, 
she i¢ much displeased with hima, and takes every oppor 
tunity ofshowing it. This state of things vexes her the 
more, as, till then, sho had entertained a favourable 
opinion of the minister.— But, morcoyer, he has contrived: 
to send his brother to Hanover with the King, iustead of 
Lord Harrington, to do the business of secretary of state 
there; and they mannge it so now, that the Duke of 
Newenstle docs every thing here; so that nothing is 
known, but at Claremont or Haughton. Dear Lord 
Harrington is, in point of fact, pushed by this cabal into 
the background; although they dare not take from him 
his office. And what js all this, as regards Lord Har- 
Fington, but some spitefiel procecding, om account of his 
Mraightforward undeviating principles! But the Queen 
knows his worth, and cannot be biased; and the King 
ouglit to know it too, by this time,—for he has been a 











i) SIR EDW, SRAWARD'S ‘or, 


faithful servant to the Crown for many years. But for 
the present, at any rate, the Walpoles have managed te 
poison the mind of his Majesty against him; #o that he 
is not permitted to take ouch upon hie in public affuirer 
bnt our gracious Queen, nevertheless, seizes every ocea- 
sion to show him favour and respect." My dear Eliz, 
unwittingly, had touched her friend on a tender point; 
by which much moro wae elicited than intended. We 
were truly sorry at what we heard, although it contained 
information of some importance to myself to know: bat 
my dear wife thooght only of what kind and soothing 
things she could say to her friend, that might induce ber 
to hope eventually for such a termination to this deplor- 
able affair, a8 the wise providence of God would, in hiv 
own good time, bring about, Then, after taking & some 
what melancholy leave of our kind friends, we rotarne! 
to the hotel. 

By the end of the week, all our accounts were paid, 
our things packed, and every arrangement completed, 
including the carriage; and, on summing up all my ex 
penditure, I found [should get out of London for 3120; 
taking in, the amount paid for the grant, my purchases, 
and other expenses, But. as such ocersions were st 
likely to recur, these disbursements, althoagh presi 
me no sort of compuriction or uncasiness, On Sotumiay, 
allwas ready; yet, however anxious we might be to depart 
not liking the idea of travelling on the Sabbath, wes 
mained that day, and went to St. Paul's, 
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CHAPTER I. 


Ox Monday morning, the 8th of November, T sent off 
our heavy trunks to Bristol by the carrier. I then paid 
Mrs, Osborne's bill very choorfully, not forgetting the 
servanis; and with two small trunks and « bandbox, 
placed in the fore-boot of the carriage; and Rosalie, with 
our fhithfisl little dog, and the two embossed cases, insides 
we drove off with four horves, calling at the palace in 
our way, to take leave of our noble, and dear friends. 
Lady Sundon saw me from o window, hand my wife out, 
and sbe met us on the staircase: we were followed by 
‘Rosalie with the cases, who kept as close to us as she 
could, until we went into the inver apartments. The 
interview there, though short, was sufficiently demonstra- 
tive of the feeling that existed on both sides. * Edward,” 
said my dear wife, “will you have the kindness to bring 
in those things?” T instantly obeyed. She then took the 
‘ne from my hand, that was intended for the Queen, 

“My dear Lady Sundon, implore her Majesty 
to accept this ancient relic, in remembrance of her most 
devoted servant.” Tlicn prescating the other— Now, 
this is for yoursolf, my best friend! and you must not refuee 
4 sweet token of my regard forfi¢ contains Indian per- 
fumes. You will not be jealous of our royal mistress,” 
‘continued she, “when you find hers more splendid than 
that I give to you."”—I cannot imagine what they are,” 
replied her Tadyship, smiling kindly ; “but believe me, 
amy dear friend, whatever it is, I accept it for your 
sake! and however fine the Indian perfume may bo, its 
‘coming from your hand will make it doubly so. And 
ar a ieesitelety wl iat tofees year rihar bees 


” 





& BIR EDW, SEAWARD'S 
offering; for as you have my heart, Tam confident you 
have hers ulso.” Saying this, her Ladyship kissed my 
wife moxt affectionately ; tears stood in their eyes; and 
for fear of playing the woman too, I suddenly caught 
hold of Lady Sundon's bani, and pressing it gently, 
faltered out—“ Farewell!” and made my escape, 


ov. 


lips; thus was our Jast farewell! Wethen hurried down 
to the carriage, got in, and drove off by St. James's 
Street, for Oxford, on our route to Gloucestershire. 

The ronds proved excessively heary and full of ruts, 40 
that, although we bad four borees all the way, it wae as 
much ag we could aecomplish, to get into Oxford by beds 
time, having been mach embarrassed by the darkness of 
the evening. 

Although we were anxious to embrace our mueh loved 
friends, yet it would have heen unpardonable to lose thie 
present opportunity of seeing the renowned University 
of Oxford; and accordingly we spent the whole of 
Tuesday visiting the different colleges and the Bodleian 
Library, leaving Rosalie at the inn to keep Fidele com 
pany; hey poor dog! like some other famed travellers, 
Javing no great stomach for books. We were much 
grutitied by all we saw, und mnde some notes of Ht, 
enable us to call up again to our recollection, more die 
tinctly, the one and the other of these celebrated nurserier 
of genius und learning. 

Early on Wednesday morning, we drove forward 
Woodstock; and aiter breakfast paid a visit to Blenheim: 
The noble founder of the house of Marlborough, was 5 
more, but his Duchess was still living. We admired te 


grandeur of this superb place, worthy of the object fir | 


| 
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which it was designed: bat our chief pleasure arose 
from visiting the tapestry rooms ; not indeed on account of 
the tapestry, for however curious and worthy it may bo 
in point of the sabject, and fabric, and brightness of the 
colours, yet the limuing is altogether so wretched, that it 
is impossible to dovell on any of the picoes with delight, 
Bat the fine paintings of Carlo Dolce, and many other 
great artists, charmed us to the soul; although untatored 
in estimating the character or value of pictures, we felt 
as if we could have remained for ever gazing on them. 
The person who weat throngh the rooms with us, nuned 
the painters as he described the pictures; but he did it 
with indistinct rapidity, hurrying us unpleasantly along. 
My dear wife seemed particularly distressed by his haste, 
when sho was rapturously engaged in contemplating « 
Picture ofa Madonna, whose hand appeared to stand out 
from the canvass in all the rounduess of perfect life: 
sesing this, I touched him on the shoulder, and taking 
him aside, slipped » guinea into his hand.—“ Give us 
fa little time, tay good friend,” I said.—“ As much ne 
her Ledyship pleases,” he replied; 20 we then stood to 
admire whatever we thonglit worthy of admiration, and 
proceeded leisurely. At length, we came to the library, 
built much on tho scale of Noah's Ark; there was a fine 
Matue of Queen Anno, in Parian marble, at one end, 
by on Italian artist, which we much commended. And 
‘haying put my name down in a book on cntering the 
‘mansion, we had nothing more to do on going away 
‘than to give some money to the servants; and not having 
time to visit the noble grounds, we returned to our car- 
Finge, and drove off on our route for Gloucester. 

‘The roads and inns were abominable all the way; and 
jund tackling, bad as could be, after we dis- 
urged the postilions who brought us from Woodstock 5 
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somotimes finding it difficult to get the second pair of 
horses. We thought to take a late dinner at the 

of Cheltenham; but things promised so miserably, that I 
ordered out our carriage again, with flambeaux-men, eed 
drove on to Gloucester. We were comfortably lodged 
there, und had « good dinner or supper, or whatever elie 
you may please to call it, about six o'clock. 

Next moming we folt rathor stiff, and thonght a bath 
would refresh us; but the weather was too cold for any- 
thing but a warm bath, and there was no such thing te 
be had; so we made a virtue of necessity, and left the 
stiffness to wear off as it came; and as I hed said to my 
Eliza’s futher, in my last letter, that we should be with 
him a little after the noon-tide of this day, I hurried 
breakfast, and took care to have four good horses, with 
decent-looking follows for postilions; and about nine 
o'clock we set off in grent spirits, for our native village, 
after an absence ofa little more than three years. 

As we drew nearer and nearer to the cradle of oor 
childhood-years, object crowded on object, claiming oar 
recollections and regard. At length, we saw the church, | 
through the leafless trees; our hearts then rebounded 
with joy: the parsonage-house next appeared, and dear 
Mr. Goldsmith standing before the door. “ Sit on this 
wide, dearest Bliza}” said T, beatily, “thet you many: be 
next to your futher, when the carriage door is opened.” 
She quickly tok the place, and the postilions pulled mp; 
one of them dismounted like lightning, opened the door, 
‘and drow down the steps: he had searcely got out of the 
way, when my beloved was in her father's arms, bat not 
‘one word from either, T saw my throw sisters in the back 
ground; ond Eliza's two remaining sisters, clinging t 
their fathor and his darling child. The old gentiensam, 
supported by his children, gradually drew towards their 
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hhouse-doors and then my own sisters come up to the 
from which L was descending, and received me 
with = like tenderness of affection. We followed into 
the house, where Lembraced my only earthly father, with 
all the warmth of feeling, his own worth, and the worth 
of his incomparable daughter, inspired. Fidele did not 
wait for Rosalie; he had sprung out after his mistress; 
and now that higher emotions were softening down, the 
earesses of the faithful little dog were not unnoticed ; 
every one lw something to suy to him; he seemed to 
know every body, and every thing, juping and dancing 
‘about as if he would leap out of his skin. “This ie a 
happy day for us, dear Fidele!” said my Eliza; still 
holding the hand of her father. 
‘The things were taken out of the carriage, the posti- 
Tions paid, and desirod to leave it at Thornbury, to be 









Daring the first week of our sojourn, nothing was 
talked of but our eventful history: my sisters being par- 
ticularly interested about Jumes; and the sisters of Eliza 
equally #0 in every thing connected with Amelia: for 
| although they had all received lotters long since our 
| departure from Scawand Islands, yet the minutiw, the 

_ eurions minutia, of their situation and prospects, were 
2 eyrmmepitarelpimnpealgdery Dear 
\a hung over our own story, with never- 
gis ery norte ang Gal for oe 
_providential earv of us, and for the he bud vouch 
ea ek pet Ses or certs. We wld our good father, 
‘every thing that had taken place in London; 
we did not think it prudent to make any 
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recollection was awakened; softening the heart, and ex- 
alting our devotional spirit. Muny were the greetings 
we received in the churchyard, and on the way, It was 
gladdening to moet again our old schoolfellows, and 
friends ; and to be caressed by the aged, who had been 
Kind to us in our youth. Some of the gentry bowed to 
us; and come eaid, they would do themeelyes the honour 
of calling on us. Fame had magnified our riches; and 
the circumstance of having received a title, confirmed in 
the minds of many the most exaggerated reports. Early 
in the week, some of the most wealthy and respocted of 
the country gentry called, to pay their respects. These 
compliments we in due time returned; but we refueed all 
invitations to dinner; visiting, and carousing, not being 
‘our objects; yot wo wero not of an unsocial turn, but it 
was, that we aimed at higher pleasures. 

The honyy tranks and packages, at length arrived from 
Bristol, and we now bogan to consider what was to be 
done disring our stay at Awbury. My dear wife, as well 
as ruyeelf, had always been attached to arrangement, and 
liked to lay out her time to advantage, We had talked 
over the possibility of learning the French language from 
Rosalie, and books had been purchased in London for 
the purpose; they were now arrived, and Rosalic’s guitar 
was come also. The days were short, to be sure, and 
cold, and the mornings dark; bat, although these eon- 
siderations affected out-of-door business, we had the same 
umber of avnilable hours within as ot Midsummer; 
therefore due portions of time were allotted to study, and 
‘tho rest to business, and to the society of our dear friends, 
or an occasional visiter. Thus, our days became fully 
esoupied; yet finding time to write long letters to my 
brother James, and to Captain Drake; and soon after our 
arrival, I sent a very kind letter to my uncle at Bristol, 
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promising to see him very shortly. My wife fulfilled 
her promise to Lady Sundon, ani received the most 
agreeable reply; in which she transmitted a gracioes 
message from Her Majesty. In this way the rapid week 
finishod in the blisstul day of rest, when we again met fe 
the holy place of our childhood, hearing the word of God 
from the lips of our much-loved pastor. Not seldom we 
wont to see my sisters, who occupied a neat «mall howse 
in the village, but they more frequently came to ux, Still, 
however, as the season was unfavourable to excursions 
beyond the threshold, much of our time was dedicated to 
reading, and more especially to the study of the Frencl 
language under Rosalie, whose education had by no 
means been neglected. In this way our weekly hours 
wore spent; but on Sundsy the 5th of December, we 
had tho divine privilege of receiving the blessed Sacra 
ment of the Lord’s Supper; a rite which both my dear 
Eliza and myself had anxiously desired; and if anything 
could have added to its welcome, it was that we received 
it from the hands of her venerable parent. 

On Tuesday, letters were received from my brother 
James, with the pleasing intelligence that his wife bad 
brought him a son. This was a subject of great joy, 
especially among the lulies; but there was one litle 
omission, which somewhat marred the perfection of their 
ecstasy; ho had not said what tho child was to be called! 
In his lotter to me, he stated that matters were going om 
well; several Spaniards bad visited the islands, and ont 
Datchman from Curagoa; and that he had turned the dol | 
lars pretty often to great advantage, He addod, there had 
been some sickness, but no desths; that they were much 
alarmed at one time for fear of the small-pox, it having 
hoon in che of the Spanish schoonars; and ho thought 1 
‘ought to send a doctor to the settlement, for, in truth, be 
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bad been very uneasy on his wifo’s nccount, as thera was 
no medical man at hand, if required. He described the 
people, as orderly and industrious; and spoke of my friend 
Drake in tho highost torms; adding, that they all hoped 
900 to see us again, and that the mansion would be quite 
ready for our reception; and that three more houses had 
boon built at Soldiers’ Town, to complete the six allot- 
ments there, to be in readiness for any accession of set- 
ters, This waw all well, and it afforded great sutisfuction 
to my dear Bliza and to myself, 

We thought Jamos right in advising a doctor to be 
added to the colony; but during our own abiding thore, we 
had wot seen sickness in any shape, therefore the idea had 
‘never entered our mind, I, however, now lost no time in 
dirocting my attention to the subject, and had many con- 
versations both with my dear wife and her futher respect- 
ing it; in one of which it was further suggested by the 
old gentleman, that if I thought o clergyman could be 

by any means whatever, I certainly ought not 
‘to let the colony remain longer without one, when it could 
be romodied; for the bread of life to the people, should not 
bang on tho contingency of my presence, or the disy 
tion of any one I might leave, to manage for me in my 
absence. His argument was conclusive as to the pros 
priety of the measure. I, therefore, told him, it should be 
dono; leaving the ways and means to future consideration. 
‘The good old man said, he could not desert his flock, or 
he would be bappy indeed in going with us himself’; but 
make inquiry, and had no doubt he should soon 
@ proper person. “He must be married,” said L: 
“we shall find wo difficulty in feeding his family. Mar- 


~ Soy Seepey samen oa ‘They are all 
‘to be married; and I think they arvall nearly 






except my friend Captain Drake; and I intend 
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my own sister, Maria, for him, if they should like exch 
other! And we mast have our doctor @ married man 
too." My dear Eliza smiled.— Obserre," said she to 
her father, “how ardent he is! This is over the way 
with him; he never makes difficulties. Now I know 
him so well, that I can promise you houses will be built, 
and grounds laid out, and every comfortable arrange 
ment made for the reception of the gentlemen and their 
fumilies, before they reach the settlement. But, indeed, 
I have seen him, poor fellow! almost at his end to 
locate the people comfortable, when they came unexpoct- 
ely in a shoal upon him; negroes, and artificers, ani 
soldiers, and their wives and children! he, however, did 
it, —Yos, my Edward,” continued sho—“ you did it; and 
you did it well, as you do every thing.” From her, thie 
wus no flattery, because she spoke the real sentiments 
of her heart. How far I deserved such an eulogium, i 
another question: but it was pleasing to her, to bestow 
it, and to me to receive it, and to her dear old father te 
hear it; and Goodnature too, if of the party, could nut 
but be pleased also. 

We had made up our minds to pay the promised visit 
to my unele at Bristol, by the end of the week: and as I 
knew he would not suffer us to hide ourselves, some of 
our fine things were packed up for the occasion. Thes 
having advertised him of our coming, we took Rosalie 
with us; and having ordored four horses to the carri 
we sct off in a manner according with our station in lifey 
and reached his door a little before noon. He was st 
home to receive us, and he did it quite in his old way, 
* Glad tovsee thee, Ned! dang it, thee’s too fine; well, 
never mind, if all is right within."—I smiled, and shook 
him cordially by the hand.‘ How is my aunt, sir!” 
said I: the old lady was not far off. “The better so 
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see you, my dear nephew; and you, my dear girl," she 
exclaimed, meeting us in the passage, loading us both 
with kisses and hearty welcomor. Rosalie remained with- 
out, to ser the things taken in; but my uncle insist 
doing that himeelf. “I beg you will walk in, ma’ 
he.— Not if you please, eere;” replied the girl. The 
old gentleman did not quite understand what she meant by 
“not if you please, sere;” and besides he did not clearly 
comprehend who she was, being very well dressed: #0 he 
came back to us, and taking me by the uppermost button, 
whispered —" What's the matter with your wite’s friend ? 
—Is she huffed about anything? She won't come in; £ 
asked ber, and sho eaid, ‘ Not if you ploase, sere:' what 
does she mean by that?"—I had much ado to keep my 
~ “Let her see to the getting out ber mistress's 
5” said 1; “ shots her waiting woman.”—* The 
d—tI sho is," ho ropliod; “a Frouch waiting-woman, I 
sappose; well, she is a pretty maid, French or English; 
she shan’t stand there: cull her in, Lissey,” cried be tomy 
wife, “and I will see to your things, and pay the post- 
boys, and order the carriage to the Tolzoy."”—* Thank 
you, sir," I made reply; “manage the matter just as you 
please.” Rosalie was called ins and my uncle was right 
glad at my having givon him his own way. ‘The old 
lady now asked us ten thousand questions, almost alto- 
gether; and among others, whether I had brought hie 
lany curiosities? She, in conclusion, thanked hor nieve 
for the silver tissue sent by Coptain Taylor; then bogged 
to be exeused that she might ser to the dinner, now ready. 
Twas glad to find that no one had been invited, to meet 
a8 to-day; bat on her return, being about one minute a 
head of the first dish, my aunt gave me to understand, 
‘that the Moyor, and one of the Sheriffs, with some other 
company, were to dine with my uncle tovmorrow, to do 
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honour to hie nephew: and then I should see something 
like a dinner. 

‘The old gentlemun began his jokes, before the cloth wns 
removed :—“ Why didet not bring thy French cook with 
theo, Ned? I supposo thoe hast a French cook, as thy 
Indy has a French waiting-maid. He would have knocked 
up some kickshaws for our feast to-morrow.” A smile 
was my only answer to my unclo’s wit. Then he had at 
me nbout my money, and the galleon, at which 
heartily: but my Eliza, not much liking the jest, 
libesty of setting him right on that point, “He however 
mado soverala ttempte to find out what I wes worth, but 
L always baffled him, I must confess, nevertheless, that 
I did not myself quite relish his strain of odd humour, 
so long continued; and I became, in consequence, quite 
disposed to mako my visit as short as possible. 

Next morning, after breakfast, my dear wife and myself 
went out to purchase some things, and to draw for some 
money. On our way through the passage, we met = 
man carrying a conple of ugly-looking dogs in hix arn. 
“What ure you going tu do with those dogs?” said L— 
“We've borrowed 'cm from the neighbours,” be replied, 
** to give our dog a bit of « help to turn the spit bere to 
day.” Teould not help laughing; but Eliza thought the 
thing so strange, she wished to know more of the matter. 
‘We therefore turned back, and followed the mam inte the 
kitchen; when, ot my wife's request, the Bessie: 
uncle's tarnspit into the wheel, where he immediately: 
to work like « squirrel in a cage, doing the business that 
a emokejack does in London, or weights and pulleys @ 
other places. Hier casio halsg ests a 
and went forth on our projected errands. 

‘On our return, we drossed for dinner in plain suite 
A little before two o'clock, the Mayor urrived; and see 
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after him, Mr. Sheriff Elton. I really now felt uneasy 
as to my uncle's usual behaviour, fearing how he might 








conduct himself towards me on this occasion ; foralthough 
Tam not fond of state or ceremony, yet there is a certain 
respectful behaviour, at least before strangers, which 
shoald not be withheld even from junior relations; espe- 
cially where adventitious circumstances have raixcd them 
iin society. The old gentleman, however, to my great 
relief, behaved remarkably well. He had put on a laced 
‘waistcoat, and a new fuall-bottomed wig; und, perhaps, if 
he were not very scrupulous of respect for me in his own 
mind, he folt that he owed something to his waisteoat and 
to his wig. “ Mr. Mayor,” said he,  Thave the honour 
t introduce my nephow, Sir Edward Seaward.” After 
a five words from the Mayor to inysclf, and a reply, my 
uncle with great propricty took his Worship to the end of 
‘the room, whore iy wife was sitting, and introduced him 
to Lady Seaward. He thenwent through the same cere 
mony with the Sheriff, and six other gentlemen whom 
he had invited to meot us, Precisely at two o'clock the 
dinner was on the table, which must have been upborne 
‘by the shoulders of Atlus, to support the weight of all 
‘that was put thereon, When I contemplated the sirloin 
of beef, and all tho other roasts, I thought on the poor 
dogs we had met in the passage. The Mayor sut on my 
want's righthand, and my wife took post next to him, Iwas 
om the opposite tide, next to the Sheriff; the other gentle- 
who took seats below, forced me into this situation. 

The Mayor, I perceived, was a person of high breading; 
d evidently knew much of the world, and something of 

+ he talked a good deal with Lady Seaward, on 

jects by no means common-place; and I heard him 

that the Mayoress would do herself the honour of 

on her Ladyship to-morrow; and he hoped they 
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should hayo the pleasure of seeing us at their Bouse, 
before we quitted Bristol. My aunt left the table soon 
afler dinner, and my wife accompanied ber. The old 
gentloman then passed the wine very frocly, for @ coaple 
of hours; about which time, two enormous waka 
punch were put on the table; which were 

fovted to, while I draal dog bai od Hons tise 
and thus, if I did not contrive to keep my tongue quiet, 
T kept my head cool; while all around me not only gaye 
noisy, but other evidence of the potency of their beverage 
‘The Mayor often said he would like some tea, and desired 
to retire to the ladies; but my uncle would not allow kim 
to budge; and by way of consoling bim I suppose, about 
six o'clock Welsh rabbits were bronght in, and o grow 
cider cup bonded round. Most of the company partook 
of this treat, but I would not touch it, About nine o'clock 
wo broke up; when I was very ghedl to ask my aunt for 
some coffee, and soon afer to retire to rest. 

In the morning, the family was ready for church; my 
uncle not feeling at all the worse, for hie mighty dow 
the day before; but, on the contrary, served much sore 
agreeable, now giving a truce to his jokes; #0 that we 
had « good deal of rational conversation in the interval 
of church-time, After supper, T endeavoured to give him 
some idea of the condition of the people, and trade, a 
Scaward Islands; and 1 took this opportunity of telling — 
him, 1 wished to send a respectable medical man there, 
who should be made comfortable; but nothing 
that, could be held out to him. He said, lie * knew mx 
peiabowntarerliesionpe yes 
three royayes to the coast of Guinea, in a ship belonging 
toa friend of his; but who would not yo there again, o& 
account of what he considered crnclties, practised 6 the 
new slaves; although be and his wife were next thing be 
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starving, for he bad no other businoss nor dopendance. 
“He is the very man for me,” I replied, © if he can 
show testimonials of education.” “ Didn't I tell you be 
is & Scotchman?” exclaimed my uncle; “ should not that 
be enough?” * Not quite, sir,” I replied; * but, in 
my mind, it is something in his favour.” “Thee art an 
apt scholar, Ned!" said he, dryly; * how many lessons 
didst have from the minister? Mayhap, he took thee 
for Scotsman! They say he finds them tho best of 
servants.” “You would be a little severe, uncle,” I 
replied; “but wo pray you mercy, good sir.” He felt 
himself now on an eminence, and laughed heartily at 
his imaginary triumph over his ncphow, and Sir Robert 
Walpole. 

‘On Monday, I lost no time in sending a note to Mr, 
Gorton, the Scotch doctor; stating, In part, my reason 
for requesting him to call on mo, He very soon acknow- 
ledged my note in perton, when I entered more at large 
with him on the subject. Ho was rather silent the while, 
and cantions in his answers, but occusionally putting to 
me @ material question. After an hour’s discussion, he 
ssid he would consult his wife, and consider of it, and 
would be giad to wlk to me again about it; that it was 
altogether, ax far as he could sec, ‘an out o' the way 
business ; but he might engage in it, if L could let him 
wee his way clear.” 

Tn the course of the day, Mrs, Blackwell and Mrs. 
Ehton, the wives of the Mayor and Sheriff, called; which 
‘visit, my aunt and wife returned in due course; and an 
invitation to a dinner at tho Mayor's, on Friday, followed. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Gordon waited on me again, and 
‘Twas glad to see hin. He appeared disposed to accept 
the situation; but he thought 601 a year a small salary 
in the West Indies: and as to the accommodations of 
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which I talked, that might or might not be, just as it 
happened; “he would like to have them specified.”"— 
“Mr, Gordon,” said I, “ it is your misfortune to tke 
great pnins in tho present case, to misapply the good rule 
of hard but hovest dealing: if you will throw yourself on 
my generosity, you shall have no reason to repent it."— 
“Phat may be true enough, Sir Edward Seaward,” he 
replied; “but the teaching T have had, tells me net te 
trust to the generosity of any man.” 1 said, “ Twas 
sorry to hear this;" adding, “I should like for your 
wife to wait on Lady Seaward, and perhaps thoy may 
succeed better than we do in sottling it;" mt which he 
smiled, saying, “ he could not see much objection to 
thet.” He then got up to go away; on which I asked 
him, whether he had proper testimonials of his medical 
education. “ Sir,” he replied, “ T have got my diploms 
in my pocket ;" on which I bowed, and he took his leave: 
In the course of the afternoon, Mrs. Gordon came: she 
appeared nico little Englishwoman, and rather well 
spoken, and genteel in her manner. I left her and my 
wife together, to settle this unnecessarily trosblesome 
busineess and thoy were closeted for nearly two hour 
When she was gone, my dear Eliza recounted to moe the 
heads of the conversation. Suffice it to say, abe had suc- 
coded in making the Doctor's wife desirous of going én 
my own terms; and the following day was appoimted for 
patting a finish to the business. 

While at supper, we were all much distressed by aa 
Account that just reached us, of a vessel from Chepstow 


tpn te pina 
on the sands last night; all of whom, exorpting a fe 
that esenped in the boat, had perished; and many of 
those lost were said to be people of Bristol, some leaving 
Jarge families destitute, My kind-hearted uncle imme 
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diately ssid,—“ While tho story is fresh, it will be easy 
to raise some money for the afflicted survivors, and T 
will sec to it to-morrow.” My dear wife and myself felt 
deeply on the occasion; and I desirod him, in the event 
of a subscription being got up, to put my name down for 
any sum he pleased, not exceeding the chief magistrate’s 
donation, whatever that might be. 

Mr. Gordon and his wif came to their appointed time. 
“ Now,” said 1, “ Mr. Gordon, my uncle's brig will sail 
about Christmas, which is very near at hand; I will pay 
your passage, and your wife's, and take cure that you 
ayo comfortable stores found you during the voyage. 
On your arrival at Seaward Islands, you shall be received 
into my brother's house, where you will live as he does, 
free of expense, until a St habitation be got ready for 
you: it will consist of a dining-hall, and two bedrooms : 
and some little land attached ; this you shall possess 
free of rent, so long as you remain practising your pro- 
fession among us. 1 will advance you money to furnish 
your house: you shall have a male and female negro for 
Your servants, so long ax you behave well to them— 
which I flotter myself you will always do ; and for their 
services no charge will be made, excepting that they 
must be fed and clothed at your expense. I will stock 
your poultry-yard and your grounds, at my own charge; 
and I will poy you a salary of 50/. a year, for your at- 
tendance on all the people; the medicines to be found at 
the public expense, or at mine. Will this do, Mr. Gor- 
don?” continued I,— It will do very well indeed, sir,” 
he replied, “but a written agreement is no bad oationer ; 
and I suppose you will make no objection to give it mo 
‘under your hand.”—“My word is my bond, sir,” said I, 
rathor warmly; “but you shall have it in writing, as 
you desire it” My dear wifo fired at the request of 
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fare many much better off than we are, that would be 
glad to jump at it” Thus finished this interview of 
Mr. Gordon and his wife with Lady Seaward; and they 
then took their leave, the Doctor haying left rather a 
dubious impression on her mind respecting him. He, 
however, wrote a note to me the next morning, which 
was meant as an apology for what had passed; request- 
ing I would blot it from my memory, and give him the 
sitaation on my own terms. In reply to this, I desired 
him to all on me with his diploma, and that the business 
should be done; accordingly hecame without loss of time, 
and the affair was concluded, 

‘This day being Friday, we were engaged to dine at 
the Mayor's; and T thought it due to the occasion, to put 
om our full dress, My poor aunt, not accustomed to go 
out to dinner partics, consulted Eliza about her finery: 
there was one thing the old lady much wanted, and that 
wns a handsome necklace and earrings. “Now, my 
dear aunt,” said Eliza, “when I was going to be married, 
my anole sent me 100), which was vory acceptable; and 
which you, my kind aunt, assisted me to lay out to the 
best advantage. Now, that it has pleased God to give 
‘as plenty of money, I wish to return the 100/ in some 
way or other; but I know, if I were to offer it in money 
to my uncle, it would affront him: therefore, let us go, 
anil lay it out in diamond earrings, and a handsome neck~ 
lace for yourself; and when you have put them on, you 
ean thank him for his elegant present.” My good aunt 

| required little more to be said; thinking her nisce as 

Wisenstbly'as she was generous and. honest : and: while the 

old lady was getting ready, Eliza came to me, and told 

| me what sho had dono, I was glad of it, and imme- 

diately gave hers draft on London for the money. They 

] ‘went out; and I thought they never would come back: 
YOR. He , 


hn. 
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aay uncle got out of all pationce, for fear we should keep 
the Sayer salty dinner, At lest, they made their 
‘appearance. My dear wife soon dressed herself, ant 
sent Rosalic to assist in doing the same to my aunt; 
who, however, did not make quite po much baste. We 
of the mnsculine gender were fully attired long bedove the 
ladies, or, at least, before my aunt was ready; and were 
in waiting for them below. My poor ancle, mot being 
able to sit quict one minute, had been walking constantly 
up and down the room, looking at his watch every sow 
and then; and sometimes going to the bottom of the 
stairs, he would baw! out— Dorothy, we shall be ter 
Inte!” till at length, fidgeted into fatigue, or despaiy 
he sat down in his armchair, and began a slave of 
“George Riddler’s oven.” At last, her quick footstep 
wos beard on the stairs, which set him on his feet; mel 
he began to chuckle and smile, just ax sho sailed into the 
room with all the airs and grmces that the conseioumer 
of fine apparel is said to bestow on the peacock. “Thank 
you, deury, for your elogant present!” she exctsimed, 
pointing to her diamond earrings and necklace. Very 
grand, indeod,” he replied: “I suppose your niece lest 
you those fine kickshawe.”—“ No, sir, my mlece dit 
not lend them to me, bat bought them for me with your 
money; for which I am very much obliged to her sul 
to you.”—" Nonsense!” he ejaculated, with « queralost 
tone, cane eet Det Ne ee 
v0 giving a truce to parley, we stopped into m bined eosch, 
soy own carriage not being large enough, and drove direst 
to his Worship's house, 7 

Tn about an hour after our arrival, wo sat déwn tos 
superb dinner, surrounded by a 
chosen, and sumptuously dressed, T lied . 
sit next to Gencral Greaficld’s lady, who bad been #& 






















‘were about to return to tho West Indies, she would be 

| hoppy to give her letters to an old schoolfellow of hers, 
“Miss Crawford, who, by this time, she had reason to 

pe ae Rasa My wife sat next to the 


- etived from him, and every one near to her. ‘The day 
_ went off uncommonly well: we did not sit many hours 
eee Seirhe me ot tha prunerony wnt ound, 
ined to the drawing-room, where there was tea and 
‘Here I had a good deal of convormtion with 

General Grenfield: we talked much of Jamaica, and 
Eh oleae 
ite in his inquiries about Seaward Islands: he 

ght, in the event of a Spanish war, they might be 

n valuable point d'appui, from which the enemy 

be greatly distressed, He said, “in the event of 

‘he suspected I should have more visiters than 


was understood, it would be a bone of con- 
We took leave of the Mayor and his lady 


lly so with the company, among whom I made 
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“That is very trao,” I rejoined; “ but you may want some 
light clothing for yourself, or for vour wife; besides some 
‘wditional shoes, perhaps, wud many other mutters: would 
you like to take 10,?”— I am not sure how that should 
bo,”" hho replied.—“ Let Mrs. Gordon, then, call by-and- 
by,” suid I: “she and Lady Scaward shall talk the busi- 
moss over; and whatever money she may think well to 
have in advance, you, I suppose, will not object to it?” 
“ Just that,” was his answer, And just thus we settled 
it; and I saw ith no more till Imet him again atSt, 
George's Island. He, however, soon sent his wife to ua; 
who understood better than he did, what they might Te. 
quire, especially after having had some conversation with 
Lady Seaward ; when it was fixed that they should hare 
254, which were paid over to her, and for which I took 
her receipt. 

We contrived, in the course of the day, to return 
Goneral and Mrs. Gronfield’s visit, who thon kindly gave 
us the promised letter; and afterwards we made o cull 
atthe Mayor's. Having now arranged every thing with 
ay uncle on matters of business, and given him a draft 
on London for 2502., which was calenlated to cover the 
amount of the supplies to be sent on my account by the 
Mary, and alo the amount of paseage-monoy for the 
Doctor and his wif, we prepared for our departure noxt 
morning. 

Brenkfast being over, the carriage came to the door; 
the trunks then being placed, and the othor things got in, 
we took an affectionate leave of our hospitable friends. 

that I had forgiven my uncle for his rough and 
rather rude jokes, I presented hin with a gold snuff-box, 
a8 I shook him by the hand; with which mark of my 
regard, he evidently was highly pleased ; and after a few 
more good-bye, Rosalie having got in first by the desire 
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your being obliged to Bive any trouble whatever, in a 
business confided w you." “ Well, dearest,” returned 
1, “ it shall be done as you say; but you perceive om 
are twelve familics; in all, nearly forty person: 
unless government makes some provision for pie: I 
must be at the expense of feeding them all, for at least six 
monthe after their arrival, besides the cost of locating 
them.” “ Do it, my doar Edward," sho replied ; “with- 
out counting the cost, do it; becanse they are wanderers 
without a home, and because they are the country people 
of tho Quoen, and tho heart of your wife is with them.” 
‘Her appeal moved me to tears; I threw myself on her 
neck, saying—* It is done!" The old gentleman was 
much affected by what had passed; and he gloricd in 
the triumph of his daughter, and humanity, over cold 
calculating luere. 

No time was lost, in replying to these letters. My 
lotter to the Undor-secretary of State, was written agree~ 
ably to my Eliza's suggestion; ndding, thnt T should be 
happy to know when I might expect to find the people 
at Jamaica: and, that in case of their arriving a few days 
before tho vessel from Seaward Islands, IT would advise 
their being landed at Port Roynl, and lodged in the urtil- 
Jery barracks; also to be allowed army rations until I could 
remove them; after which they should incur no further 
‘expense on the government, My dear wife wns pleased 
with my letter; the perusal of which, she said, would 
onable her to write to the Queen in a proper fmme of 
mind, She then sat down, and soon wrote her reply. 
Te was an admirable letter for the occasion. I preserved 
the copy of it with great care. I was surprised to see 
with what ease she did a thing, which, to most people, 
would have been an undertaking of great difficulty. 

Copy.—“ May it please Her Majeaty, to accept the 
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man, and for the doctor: in all which Mr. Goldsmith took 
great delight; and, to enable him the better to compre- 
hend the subject, I laid a map of the islands before him 
in the afternoon—to which he referred frequently during 
our discussion. I took this opportunity of telling him, 
T bead engaged 2 medical man; who, with his wife, were 
fo go out immediately in my uncle's brig: but that I 
proposed taking the clergyman with myself; #0 that there 
would be plenty of timo to find a suitable person. “And 
now,” said I, “to-morrow I must occupy myself in writing 
Jong letters, ordering arrangements to be made for the 
reception ofall the strangors; and I humbly implore 
the direction of God, to enable me to do woll."”—* I like 
that spirit," said the old gentleman: “ depend upon it, 
Edward,” continued he, “ that is the fountain of all your 
honours, and your happiness.” 

Next morning, I set to work upon my letters, which I 
‘wrote very much at length;—one to my brother, one to 
Captain Drake; and one to Mr. Green, at Jamaica; in 
which I endeavoured to embrace every point that the 
intended movements might require. I requested my 
brother to entertain Doctor Gordon in his house, until 
‘one could be got ready for him; and, as the Doctor was 
sent out by James's own particular desire, I thought he 
ef course would not hesitate to give him this hospitality. 
T directed four acres of ground to be cleared for him, 
between Allwood’s lots and the spring on Edward's 
Tland; and a house to be built for him there, on the 
‘original plan of our mansion at the Fort. I called it the 
Port; for L hoped, by the time he got my letter, the guns 
went from Woolwich would be mounted. T desired Mr. 
Green to provide framework and shingles for two houses, 
and whatever clee Captain Drake might require, on my 
secount. I intrasted Drake with the Germans, when 
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CHAPTER III. 


‘Tax presont week was to be full of the sacred season's 
festivities, with great doings amongst the gentry. The 
little boys and girls of the neighbourhood were already 
going aboutin the evenings, singing thoir Christmas carols 
at the doors of the village. Saturday would be Christmas- 
day, and all hearts were joyous at its anticipation. At 
‘different times, 1 had conferred with Eli: father, on 
gome mode of helping the poor of our native place; but 
a8 yet we hai not come to any precise determination: it 
wes, however, agreed that the present season would afford 
‘a fit occasion of demonstrating my kindly feclings towards 
them. Accordingly, he made a list of the poor cotiagers 
end others; for whom bread, and bacon, and beer, were 
now amply provided by my order, and served ont to them 
by the bendle: a trifle in money, also, was added to the 
boon, by the hand of their worthy curate, Our young 
damsels kept the parsonage in @ bustle, making mince- 
pic ment and plum-puddings: my sisters wore to keep 
(Christmas at the parsonage; and a couple of old gentle- 
men farmers, friends of the family, were invited to the 
dinner. 
‘When the day arrived, the church looked quite a 
dressed in its holly; and wo were happy to see 
joes emoration of the Nuti- 
On our return, the yule log was on, and the table 
hearty dinnor was goon served up; and great 
done to the ronst beef, and plum pudding, 
_ aed mince pies. In the evening, Rosalie favoured us with 
j some protty French and English songs, acoompanied by 
her guitar; and my dear Eliza sung; and the merriment 
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ou Chrisimas-day. He had said that Colonel Tomlinson’s 
estate was to be sold by auction at Gloucester, some time 
‘next month, to pay off a gambling debt he bad got into 
at Buth, I stated to Mr, Goldsmith, that T was anxious 
to invest some of my moncy in land; for the funds, at 
prosent, did not give more than three per cent.; and 1 
felt confident we must soun have a Spanish war, and that 
then they would fall low enough. In consequence, we 
set an inquiry on foot, and found the rumour to be true; 
for in « few days bandbills were sent about, announcing 
the day of sale, at the Booth-hall in Gloucester, We 
lost no time in visiting the property, which lay about 
seven miles from Awbury; and I took our two farmer 
friends with us, to explore it,—which investigation occa~ 
pied us nearly three days, and then they made up their 
minds as to what it was worth. The land generally 
‘speaking was found to be good; but the mansion rather 
tmean, and the grounds round it in miserable condition, 
On the 14th of January, the day of the sale, my dear 
Eliza, and her father, and myzelf, went to Gloucester; 
and leaving her st the King’s Head, we walked ovor 
to the Booth-hall. A plan of the estate was there exhi- 
Dited: it contained 1760 acres, As soon as the company 
collected, the reat-roll, in which the lenses, rates, tithes, 
ete, were stated, was thon rend: after which the auctioneer 
declared ton per cent. must be paid down, ws deposit 
money, by the purchaser; and that a good satisfactory 
title would be given, before the payment of the whole 
monoy was required. ‘The estate was then put up, and 
the bidding soon became very brisk. I did uot bid dill 
it got up to 20,0001; I then bid 5004 more. No one 
‘oemed disposed to go further; but a stranger coming 
in, ran it up to 23,5001. I then bid another 5002; on 
which it was knocked down tome. “It is yours, sir;” 
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suid the auctioneer: “your name, if you plense?”— 
“Sir Edward Seaward,” Lrepliod. On giving my namo, 
there was a considerable buzz in the room; and the eyes 
of the company, generally, were turned om the purchaser. 
In a second or two I heard a person not very far from 
me, say—* Who is this Sir Edward Seaward ?"—* Why, 
Test yo ee Se et eee 
farmer's boy, or something like, at 

a red-faced squire, that made onc of three who were dis- 
cussing the point. Without saying a word to dear Mr. 
Goldsmith, I instantly stepped across the room, beginning 
to speak aa I advanced. —“Gentlemen, I beg leave to 
inform you, that I never was either # post-boy, or a cow- 
boy, or a farmer's-boy, at Thornbury, or anywhere else; 
‘but I was the son of a poor but honest farmerat Awbary, 
and now, by the blessing of God, I om what I om: bat 
I shoald disgrace my father, were  ashamed/of whet I 
was.” As I spoke, you might have heard a pin drop; 
and when I bod esos hsdedsorpesl gpelioeiad soled 
themeclves to me, desiring the honour of my ecqmaist- 
ance; among whom, a worthy Baronet stood forwari, 
observing, that he could not sufficiently respect me forthe 
manly way in which I had come forward on the present 
occasion, : 

The auctioneer now asked for his depositmeney) 
which I paid by a draft on my bunker. This beag 
done, we went to an attorney in Gloucester, well known 
to my fhther-in-law. I desired this gentleman to see the 
business properly settled; and told him, when the dels 
were complete, and myself put in possession, the money 
should be forthwith paid down. Highly 
Thad done, we returned to our dear Eliza, and told her 
that I bad purchased the Hartland estate, Dinner wae 
‘soon put on the table; which to us was very acceptable, 
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after the fatigao of an anxiety inseparable from so mo- 
mentons an undertaking. After dinner, I wrote to Perry 
and Co,, advising them that I had drawn for 2400), 
boing deposit-money for an estate I had just purchased ; 
and that in a week or ton days, I should have occasion to 
draw for 24,0001, loss the deposit-money ; und to enable 
them to mect my draft, I desired them to sell 20,0007. 
stock. When my letter was finished and despatched, the 
day was pretty nigh shut in, so we determined to post- 
pone our return until the morrow: we, therefore, drew 
comfortably round the fire, and ordered a bowl of punch; 
enjoying the ovening in dotightful conversation—a happy 
trio—loving and beloved. 

Previous to our departure on the following day, we 
visited the Cathedral for the purpose of seeing what, Mr. 
Goldsmith stated, could not be seen eleewhero; the three 
successive styles of English architecture, comprised within 
the walls of one building. He scized the opportunity of 
explaining this perplexing subject to us; by the examples 
whieh stood before us, Hore was the more ancient, 
clamry, Saxon arch and pillar; there the equally solid 
Norman shaft, with its arch equally solid and semi-cir- 


body of the church, somewhat distinct from the rest, 
displayed fasces of small and beautiful shafts, supporting 
cdliptical arches towering and banging as it wore in the 
air. This, he said, was the last effort of monastic genius 
in cathedral architecture. The day being cold, and our 
visit being rather short, this ix all 1 can remember; 

that we saw a fine recambent statue, or effigy, 
of the unfortunate King Edward, who was murdered in 
Berkeley Castle about four hundred year ago, und 
whose body ie reported to lie buried beneath this well 
executed marble, 
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parliament, in their nttempt to pay this stock off, it might 
not always be the case: and he therefore would advise 
me to purchase East India shares, which were now at 
176, but which bore an interest of six per cent.: a most 
advantageous transfer. My remaining 49,532l. three 
per cents, say at 110, would purchasic 30,0560. in India 
shares; tho interest in the threes on my remaining sum 
being 1485. per annum; whereas in the India shares, 
under existing relative prices, it would be 1854/. I lost 
no time in replying to Mr. Perry's most friendly letter; 
requesting him, without delay, to sell all my three per 
cent. stock, and purchuse East India shares as he had 
suggested; thanking him for the great services his zeal 
and his intelligence had already renderod me. 

On Monday, the 24th, we heard of the nurrow escape 
of the King in attempting to cross the Channel, and 
‘of tho great alarm of her Majesty on the occasion; but 
‘that he had now safely arrived, and that congratulatory 
addresses were pouring in from ull quarters: und my 
dear wife also felt it her duty to write a congratulatory 
letter, through Lady Sundon, to the Queon; which, not 
many days after, her Majosty most graciously acknow- 
ledged with her own hand; taking the same opportunity 
of thanking her “ dear little friend,” for her “inestimable 
letter respecting the poor Gormans.” 

On the following day, Mr. Wilson, my attorney, 
scoompanied by the attorney of Colonel Tomlinson, 
called on me with tho titlo-deods of Hartland; which 
were daly executed, perfect, and sntisfactory. My good 
father-in-law ordered dinner early; and, in the mean 
time, I showed the gentlemen of the law my banker's 
‘Recount, to assure them there were funds, I then drew 
‘out the bill for 21,6001., and put it in my pocket. The 
earriage and horses were sent for; and after taking o 
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pannier i Sera my sisters being requested to 





remain, and seo that every thing was put in order for 
us; and to give them more time, we deferred our coming 
ull Teosday; making use of the intermediate days, to 
order from Bristol such articles as would be required for 
housekeeping. By Tuesday the supplies were procured, 
‘and sent over; and after dining with our good father, 
my dear Eliza, with Rosalie and Fidele, drove over to 
eur new abode. They had made the place very clean ; 
‘and we were much gratified by the improved aspect in 
which wo now beheld it, A fow days ago it was all 
foam now it was all cheerfulness and clean- 
The fires were bright; and the servants were 
‘about, and smiling. The tea-things were on the table, 
‘and the candles ready to be lighted; and my two sistors 
‘right gladsome to see us, and to soe us so woll pleasod 
with our reception. 
Tn the course of the week, we made ourselves quite 
‘comfortable in our new home; and I wrote to Bristol, to 
‘a couple of horses, and a coachman to ride postilion, 
three months; which was about the time I had allowed 
(myself to remain in England. Liveries were got for 
men, and every thing arranged "comme il faut,” a8 
osalic had taught ns to express it, On the first Sunday 
‘our removal, which was the 6th of February, we 
back with us my dear sister Moria, whom we 
‘st tho parsonage; and on the following day 
sisters, and their worthy father, cume over and 


-; and, in making a new let, to take the price 
‘our guide, now ds, the bushel. I appointed 
9 meet him and me at the house on Thurs- 
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with the request of government respecting them, I was 
glad to reeeive this intimation; and, indeed, much pleased 
with the whole tenour of the communication,—at once 
so gratifying and flattering. 
A letter from Mr. Perry announced that he had made 
‘@ transfer of the stock, as proposed, and that it would 
turn out a very good thing. In reply to this letter, after 
thanking him, I requested him to open the iron chest, 
and put aside the gold sword-hundles, and cight of the 
gold chains, the four silver salvers, the two beakers, and 
the candlesticks; and then to sell all the rest by weight 
ton goldsmith, and lay out the amount in elegant modern 
silver plate; or az much of the money as might be re- 
to purchase the articles enumerated in a list made 
oat by Lady Scaward, herewith transmitted ; and to send 
the new plate, together with the Spanish things set apart, 
all properly packed in the iron chest, by wagon, directed 
to Mr, William Seaward, merchant, Bristol. 
During the time of our being at Hartland, my dear 
wife amd myself held many anxious conferences on the 
sabject of Seaward Islands; taking into our consideration 
every place, and person, and circumstance, at different 
times; but since the arrival of the Sccretary of State's 
letter, we had made our discussions quite a matter of 
business; and T now sat down to write the result of our 
acliberntions by the March packet; bearing on my former 
instractions to my brother James and to Captain Drake, 
with some important additions calculated to insure the 
future comfort of the settlers, especially of the Germans: 
and I desired that the schooncr might be in waiting for 
‘me at Kingston, on the second weck in June; and to 
es rca slcly sponte a loge 1 had 
ordered, nd be in readiness to sail when I might arrive. 
‘The month of March passed away, without anything 
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The ladies soon decorated the sideboard, and the tea- 
table was made resplendent with silver equipage. I was 
ealled upon the next day, when our good father-in-law 
dinod with us, to let ono of the splendid tankards go 
round; and after dinner, the King of Spain's head was 
seen ¢miling from the bottom of the punch-bowl. 

Twas so well pleased with Mr. Perry, when I consi- 
dered the many essential services he had rendered me, 
and the quiet way in which he had performed them, that 
T wrote to the silversmith who had mado my things, and 
sent him four doubloous, desiring him to make two riehly 
embossed silver tankards, of the valae of 100), and put 
a doublocn on the cover, and one in tho front, of each ; 
and to engrave on the bottom—‘“ A small tribute of 
esteem, from Sir Edward Seaward to Thomas Perry, 
Esquire, 17375" and to send them, when done, to that 
gentleman, with my respects, My dear wife highly 
upproved of this act of gratitude, which his excellent 
conduct and eminent services amply deserved: About 
the middle of April I received a letter from Mr. Perry, 
acknowledging the receipt of the tankard; which, he 
said, he should value for the sake of the donor ; bat that 
Thad taken care those who might come after him should 
value them for their own sake, for they were really superb. 
T gota banker's bill from Bristol for the 100f,, which T 
enclosed to Mr. Harding, that the order for the payment 
might not be presented at Mr. Perry's bank. 

Te was on the 14th of April, T sent the bank-bill from 
Bristol; my dear wife, with my sister Maria, having 
sccompanied me there, to order some suitable clothing 
for oursolves, together with low-heeled boots and shoes, 
und some new articles of furniture, besides an ourfit of 
less, and china, and crockeryware, damask linen, and 
cutlery, grocery, and some other articles we might require 
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on their way to find a settlement and « home among us. 
“ How came it to pass,” said he, “that those people were 
sent to tho West Indies at all?”— They were to have 
gone to Georgin,” I replied ; “but having missed thelr 
passage, the Queen placed ther under the protection of 
Lady Seaward. They are sent out before us: and I hope 
they shall haye little reason to regret the event; especially 
as they will now have the advantage of your ministry, 
in addition to what we may be able to do for them. But 
this reminds me,” continued J, “of having heard a good 
deal in London, from a Mr. Powis, abont a reverend 
gentleman lately set out to where they were to have gone: 
—I think his name ix Weeley. In epeuking of him, Mr. 
Powis called him a cracked-brained enthusiast; relating 
a number of strange things he had done and said; and 
that, to complete all, he had gone out to Georgia, to 
convert the Indians. But Mr. Powis hinted, that Mr, 
Weeley had secret expectations of being ultimately made 
bishop of the province. Do you know anything of him?" 
—*T remember,” raid Mr. Rowley, “to have seen Mr, 
John Wesley, when at Oxford, about soven years ago; 
his conduct und opinions there, certainly occasioned some 
‘conversation, and discussion among the men; but I knew 
very little of hie personally: I think, however, it is likely 
he will be highly useful in Georgin; for, whatever, his 
peculiar views muy be, his picty is unimpeachable. 1 
never can forget,” continued my visitor, “an expres. 
sion of Mr, Gerard, the Bishop's chaplain, respecting 
him, when George Lascelles was launching out agninst 
the curator of the Holy Club. * Whatever eccentricities 
Jobn Wesley may have,’ said the chaplain, ‘I mistake 
much if he will not one day be standard-bearer of the 
Cross, whether in his own country or beyond the sexs.’ 
Now, Sir Edward,” continued Mr. Rowley, “I take 
VOL. Ue a 
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* there are one or two things more: let twelve cottages 
be built, at a cost of 20) each; to which, attach three 
‘acres of good Innd, in suitable but in distant situations 
‘on the estate; and as they are finished, give them to poor 
industrious families, rent free the firat year; but after- 
wards, at a rent from 11. to 4, according as you can 
find they can afford to pay. And now, deur instructor 
‘of my youth, and father of my Eliza,” continued I, #1 
request you to distribute, in her name, the sum of 501 
onnually, in such sume and at such times as opportunities 
‘mily present themselves, for rolicving the distresses of 
‘the poor in and about Awbury and Hartland."—# I will 
‘do it,” he replied; “and God will bless you; and the 
poor will bless the name of my child, and the hand of 
bor father, commissioned to relieve them.” 
the week, my dear wife and her sisters, and 
Rosalie, were busied packing; and such of the plate as 
‘we thought we might require, was also put up: the key 
‘of tho iron chest, in which threo fourths of it remained, 
was then given to my elder sister. The heavy tranks 
and packages, being completed, we sent them off to 
Bristol, with a letter to my uncle, requosting him to lay 
in our sen-stores, and to purchase poultry and other fresh 
"stock for the voyage. 
On Sanday, the 24th, we as usual went to church at 
: in our walk, we bnd the pleasure to see the 
elm, so endeared from our infancy, in full 
+ and it now reminded us of our magnificent and 
dear silk-cotton tree, undor whose hospitable 
#0 many happy and memorable events had taken 
ce. After service to day, my Eliza distributed five 
among the poor of the village. 
maday, she and myself entered into detail with 
elder respecting the management of Hart 
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our places in the carriage (which had previously returned 
from Bristol), and loft our dearest frionds, and our com- 


fortable home, to pursue the line of perhaps perilous duty, 
which we believed our heavenly Father required at our 
hands. 

‘On our arrival at the inn, my uncle was thore to receive 
tas: he told me the ship was ready, and all things on 
board, and that she would drop down to King Roud to- 
morrow. My dear wife instantly went out to purchase 
such matters as Rosalio or my sister might want, accom= 

by Mrs. Rowley; who bought low-heeled shoes 
and boots, and other articles of clothing which my Eliza 
pointed out to her as useful. 

‘While thoy were thus engagod, I lost no time in paying 
‘my unele for the provisions he had sent out in the Mary, 
to meet the wants of the Germans; and every other his 
‘disbursements on my account. I then paid my paseage~ 
money to Captain Henderson, for the great cabin of the 
‘Hero; and wrote off to my bunkers in London, for a 
‘statement of my account with them. I was anxious for 
‘a reply to this letter, but ecarcely could expect it before 
‘wo sailed, It, however, made its appearance on Monday 
forenoon, just us we were about to set off for embarkation ; 
and right glad I was to sec it, and to find a balance in 


Gd, after being debited 14751., the amount of bills drawn 
since I left London, independent of the purchase-money 
for Hartland. 
On Saturday, I had the pleasure to reosive & kind 
“leer from Lord Harrington, enclosing a private lotter 
under a flying seal, to Mr. Trelawney, 
0 had been just appointed Governor of Jamaica. ‘This 
Sioa ee mee Revs io 2 opportunly of oe. 
handsome manner be had spoken of me to his 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


‘Moxpay, 2d of May, 1737,—It was some time before 
the hurry of our spirits subsided. As evening came on, 
my dear Eliza and myself drew off from our companions, 
towards the stern of the vessel, and there stood silently 
together, looking somewhat vacantly on tho recoding 
shore, A deep sigh from the bosom of my beloved, 
awakened my attention: the image of her inestimable 
parent was passing across her mind, and the big tear 
trickled down her chock; then, as if awaking from her 
reverie, she took my hand, saying,—“ But you are with 
me! and the true and faithful One has said, ‘Lo! Tam 
‘with you, even to the end of the world!’ and he never 
thas forsaken uz." The appeal was balm to my heart; 
for even I was somewhat troubled at leaving England. 
‘She was thinking only of the friends she had left behind; 
I was considering the dangers into which I perhaps was 
‘about to plunge her and myself; and I had begun to 
repent that I had quitted a retrest, in which, with my 
ample fortune, we might have enjoyed comparative safety, 
and every comfort this world’s goods can bestow. The 
‘selfish principle was in full operation, ¢o that I was neither 
thinking of my duty to God, nor my neighbour, when 
she made the seasonable appeal to my better feelings. 
“ And thou art with me, dearest," I replied; “ and our 
God will never leaye us, nor forsake us, although I feel 
Tam most unworthy,” Ttold her what had been passing 
in my mind, which she allowed to be nothing more than 
natural focling; adding that, through the influence of 
divine grace, I soon would be again alive to the duties L 
was called upon to perform; and that our heavenly Father 
‘would sweeten those dutics, by his approval and his pre- 
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to expect. The day wns hot, and the roads dusty; the 
place swarming with priests, and friars, and beggars: the 
priests wore black cassocks and hats. There were Fran- 
ciscan friars, in black; and Dominican friars, in white, 
with red crosses on the breast: there were Capuchin, in 


‘course brown woollen; but all were tonsured und bare- 
leaded. The beggars were dirty, and lousy, and lnzy; 
and there was nothing beyond the novelty of the scene 
to entertain us. We went into a church; and certainly 
the first impression was imposing, — the grandeur of ite 
columns, its marble pavement, and the brillianey of its 
decorations: there were many women on their knees, 
dressed in black, each with a roeary in her hand. Sevoral 
and friars were officiating nt the altar, on which 
} colossal candles stood: a little bell frequently rang; 
and as often, one of the priests courtesied, or rather 
bobbed, before the altar, on which stood a representation 
of the Passion on Calvary. As the priest bobbed, the 
crossed themselves : this was repeated many timex 
while we remained, But Mr. Rowley, getting out of 
‘all patience at such mummery and prostitution of our 
Tilessed and spiritual religion, urged us to go; and 
accordingly we left the place. 

Ina few hours afterwards I met Captain Henderso: 
and aceompaniod him to the wino vaults, whero his wi 
owas filling: I here tasted some of the best white wine I 
had ever met with, and contrived to persuade the mer- 

chant to let me have two pipes of what he called the 
“Doctor?” being of a superior quality, and kept for 
improving ordinary wines; for which I paid him the 
Tange sum of 20 sterling each. But, indeed, all his 
for exportation, which he called “ Particular," 
very far superior to the best wine sold under the 


“name of Canary. 
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‘The noxt day we weighed anchor, and proceeded on 

our voyage. In eight or nine days more we got into the 
trade winde blowing from east. It was now, indeed, 
quite delightful; the weather so comfortably warm; the 
wind 0 cooling und plensint; the sea.so smootl; and 
the alps swith al han sche aoa ie ae 
tho wind on the quartor, steadily yet swiftly. In 
evening we all sat on the poop, and listened to Rosalie 
singing to her guitar. The sun went down, as we were 
thus delightfully engaged, in unclouded majesty, deoe 
rating the horizon with all the hues and brillisney of 
variegated and burnished gold. 

On Sabbath days, Mr. Rowley read prayers om the 
quarter-deck, and delivered a short but impressive ser~ 
mon: the orew appeared serious on these occasions; and 
the weather being fine, and the breeze steady, nothing 
occurred at any time to disturb the solemnity of te 
meeting. 

On Sunday, the Sth of June, we made the island of 
Antigua; and passed near enough to soa its fine hile 
and volleys, and rich plantations, The sight of the 
island brought to our recollection the narrow eeeape the 
white population had last October, when that most for 
midable and well-concerted villanous plan was abd fer 
blowing up all the principal people, at the Government 
House, where a ball was to be given in celebration of Mit 
Majesty's coronation. But the Governor's son haying 
died at St, Kin’s, that event camsed the toh 
put off; and the plot being happily meny 
of the conspirator negroes were, alas! pat to the terters} 
on which one of them confessed, how that when tr 
Government House should appear in flames, the whiter 
in the town were to be attacked by megrocs, armed with 
cutlasses, from three different points; und men, woo 
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and children put tothe sword; while, at the same moment, 
all the negroes on the estates, were to rise and murder the 
whites throughout the island. The Judge of all men 
hath spared you this time, good people of Antigua !— 

Your slaves; remember they are your brethren, 
though in bondage; that they may not again seck revenge 
Pear corre Be their masters, not 

‘Oar course from Antigua was nearly before the wind; 
‘which occasioned the ship to roll so much, although the 
‘#00 Was quite smooth, that it was impossible to walk the 
deck in any safety. The ladies were glad to put on their 

| low-heeled shoes, and chalk them: but even with these 
precautions, they got an awkward lurch now and then 
(G3 the sailors term it), and sometimes an upsot, 80 that 
they were glad tosit down in some secure place, whenever 
they ventured out of the cabin; and even there it was 
necessary to place covered ropes fore and aft, to prevent 
‘their falling. 

On Monday, the 13th of June, we made the east end 
of Jamaica; hailing again, with pleasure, the sight of 
those stupendous mountains we had beheld with so much 
admiration on our former yoynge. In the evening we 

| were becalmed off the upper White Horses; bat about 
_ sevemo'clock the following morning the sea-breeze reached 
sy which carried us round Port Royal Point, and 
| Howat ws to an anchor off Kingston at two o'clock in 


the afternoon. 

We had been visited by the men-of-war's guard-bout, 
| and hy the intelligence-cance from Kingston, before we 

| thtered the harbour; so that it was known at the town 

__ what we wore, before the ship anchored, My dear friend 
was the first to come on board; and so glad was 
T to sce him, that I could scarcely withhold the impulso 
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of throwing my arme around him. I, however, greeted 
him with all the demonstrations of gladness 
to an Englishman: T shook him cordially by 
hands; my Eliza did the sume; and I then 
him to the Rey, Mr, Rowley and his wifo, and to 
sister: but Martin and Purdy, and the New 
blacks, who were in the boat, and without 
had sprung on deck; now 4 party in the 
view, embraced my knees, and, falling on the 
kissed the feet of their mistress, We bent to them, 
raised them, und spoke kindly to them ; inquiring aflee 
their wives, and their welfare. They had all a great deal 
to say, and each in his own way, Purdy was the mame 
honest, funny follow as erer: he said, his wife tad 
brought him a boy “bigger than Drake's Head.” —“ De 
you mean the promontory?” asked my dear wife, smiling. 
—* Oh, no, lady ma'am,” replied Purdy; “I only mean 
the Captain’s head, there;” and having hu bis joke, be 
skipped off into the boat; and the others followed, after 
making many bows, and giving vent to their expressions 
of joyous welcome, 

Mr. Rowley turned to me—‘“ Those are some of your 
people, Sir Edward: the King might envy you: it i 
delightful to see such love between the negro and hit 
lord: why is it not so everywhere?”—* Bocause,” I 
replied, “Tam not their lord. T teach them, as you will 
teach them, that God is their Lord; und 1 only hiss 
vant, though their benefactor.” ‘There was some baste 
upon deck at this time, clueing up the sails, which 
induced Captain Drake to take the Indies into the eabin; 
and our short dialogue being finished, we quickly fo 
lowed them. After this 1 took Drake aside, and bad 
some engaging conversation with him; 
found that the Germans were safely arrived, and were 
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‘now locating themsclyes on George's Island; that my 
instructions had been punctually obeyed in all things: 
the guns were got, and mounted; but, by some inadver- 
tency, the ammunition had not been received from the 
for want of my roceipt, which was specified 
in the order. “Go on shore, my good fellow,” said I, 
“and take Mrs, White’s house for us for a week, where 
I lodged before; and if you cannot get it, ask her to 
Tacestsnand you to some other we will remain where we 
‘are nntil you return.” Captain Drake came back in half 
an hour, with the agreeable intelligence that the brown 
Tady’s house was unoccupied, and that he had taken it. 
Dinner having been provided on board, and the sails 
being furled, I thought it might be just as well to dine 
on board, and remain until the cool of the evening. We 
‘were just going to sit down, as Drake returned: he joined 
ws at table; whence wo were in no great hurry to remove; 
‘but est over our wine, and some fino fruit that had been 
ton board, to a late hour in the afternoon. We 
‘then all disembarked; our boat's crew, meanwhile, having 
‘been employed in taking our light trunks, and come other 
things, on shore to the lodgings, 

Oar hostess was very glad to see us nguin, making 
many fine speeches to my wife; but when she heard 
‘Mrs. Rowloy addrovs hor as her Ladyship, she oried— 
* High! these buccara scome back very grand, for true, 
T very glad, ma'am, to hear somebody call you Lady~ 
‘ship: you go now to Governor's ball!" So much for 
‘Mrs. White, who was as brown as gingerbread, I laughed 
‘at the nafveié of our hostess; and my denr sister Maria, 
with the cagerncss of curiosity, inquired of her when the 
“Governor's ball was to be given: but there was no ball; 
it was nothing more than a phrase usual at Jamaica, 
signifying, “You are now above common poople.” Every 
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thing around us appeared strange to the new comers; hut 
more especially the negro population: however, our dear 
friends soon felt quite at their case; the kindness and 
assiduity of our hostess leaving no camse for complaint. 
She was quite delighted to see poor Fidele again; and 
the dear little dog seomed to remember her. There was 
a room for us; one for the clergyman’s family; and ont 
for my sister and Rosalie, who had been bedfellows ever 
since we left England, and were much attached. 

Next morning, I desired Drake to equip himself i» 
his best attire, and hire a kittereen, —2 sort of one-hore 
chaise,—and go to Spanish Town with « despatel for the 
Governor, I therein enclosed the letter from Lord Har 
yington, and also the letter to Mre. Trelawney, which my 
wife brought from Mrs, Grenfleld; saying, T shoald be 
happy if his Excelleney would appoint an early day fer 
™me to pay my respects to him, as I intended to leave 
Jamaica for Seaward Islands, on Tacsday next In 
giving the packet to Drake, I said—* If the Governor 
should ask you what you arej—as I have put ‘By 
Captain Drake’ on the cover;—tell him you comment 
my yacht; and if you have any scraple nbout that 
answer," continued I, smiling, “ you shall have your 
commission before you go; for I have authority to grant 
it; and if I don't do it now, I will do it before we sail.” 
—* Thank you, sit,” said Drak; * I'll look well up, en 
the strength of it.” poor Fe | 

After he was gone I had a visit Mr. 
socplisunted eer oo hs neta aa eee | 
England, and snid he had been happy in executing 
tually the commissions intrusted to him, Lesage 
learn from him that there was at the present time ® good 
deal of sicknoes in the island, and that the senall-pox, 
notwithstanding the late introduction of inoenlation, (for 
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which, if I mistake not, we are so much indebted to that 
clever Lady Mary W, Montagu,) had been very de- 
structive among the negroes. On hearing this account, 
I felt gratefal to God that our litile colony had enjoyed, 
‘if not uninterrupted health, at least an exemption from 
any epidemical scourge. Before he left mo, I settled his 
accounts for lamber and the other supplies. 

Resolved to give my English friends a treat, I desired 
our hostess to provide us a turtle dinner; to which I 
invited the captain of the Horo. ‘The brown lady sent up 
ber turtle dressed in various ways, but oach was excellent, 
We all agreed in commending the aldermanic taste, as 
wwe did justice to the feust. Captain Henderson made 
himself particularly agrooablo on the occasion; exhibiting 
# vein of pleasantry and mirth he had not thought fit to 
open on shipboard. The day wasaltogether pleasantand 
recreating: and just before our guest took his leave, T 
told him I didnot mean to act ahabbily towards him, but, 
‘as T bad another voyage, although a short one, instantly 
to perform, I stood in need of our stock and poultry left 

en board the Hero; and as they were there, I would not 
think of purchasing any other, but would make him a 
compensation in money, if he desired it, “ Certainly 
not,” he replied; ‘ I lived at your table all the way out; 
‘you paid me handsomely for the cabin: do not leave a 
feather; I do not expect it." This was generous, and 
Ttook him st his word; feeling that it was but right. 
‘Next morning, Martin was ordered to remove two sheep, 
and some fine fowls, from the Hero into the schooner. 

Tust as we were thinking of retiring to rest, Drako 
made his appearance. He brought a letter for me, und 
another for Lady Seaward, “ Well, Drnke,” said I, 
before I broke the seal, “ what sort of w recoption had 
you?" The Governor was truly kind to me, indeed, 
| 
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sir," he replied: “ he instantly desired me to stay and 
dine with him; saying, I might take the answers to your 
packet after dinner.”"—* Well, that was civil indeed!" 
said I, [now opened the Governor's letter, in which by 
expressed hix earnest wish to see us at the Government 
House as soon as possible; and as he understood from 
Captain Drake that I had no carriage with me, be would 
send us his own, petbatent mar ne Sete os 7 
expect the honour of our visit, Mrs. 

to my wife was to the same effect. Dane oeeean 
Governor asked & thousand questions about the settle 
ment; and it was a long time before he could be enalt 
to comprehend where it was: he had ever heard of it 
before, “ Nor Governor Ascough," I replied, “ I dere 
say, who signed my commission.” It was now quite 
time to go to bed; so T made our friend take some weak 
brandy and water, in haste, saying—* When we go to 
St, George's Island, I won't put you off this way; we 
will then have a cigur together: but I have not smoked 
since we last met.” 

Early neat day I sent off a messenger with letters to 
Government Houses in which T said we would avail 
ourselves of tho Governor's carriage, and requested te 
have it before daylight the following morning, so as 
arrive at Spanish Town before the beat of the day: the 
distance being only thirteen miles, I know we couki de® 
very well before breakfast. Drake came tome just asthe 
messenger left me: I then gave him instractions to get 
our heavy trunks, and packages of furnitureyand suppliey, 
also the two pipcs of Madeira wine, out of the Hero jute 
the schooner; and to drop down to the Ordnanco whist 
in the Lagoon, where he was to present my receipt, and 
there take in 600 cannon shot, and twelve barrels of gum 
powder. “ After you return,” said I, * you aro to make 
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my lodgings your home; where I expect you will render 
every assistance in your power to the parson, and to the 
ladies, during our absence." 

‘The Governor's carriage was ut the door, a little after 
daylight on Friday morning. My dear wife and myself 
| stepped in, followed by Rosalic, a trunk, a wig-box, and 
a bandbox. Our postilion was black aa jet; and there 
Were two negro footmen behind, not very elegant in their 
apparel: however, we got on at a good paces arriving at 
Spanish Town in about an hour and a half. Mr. and 
Mrs. Trelawney and Secretary’ were in the breukfaste 
room, ready to receive us, There was no ceremony, but 
the proffered hand, with “ Woe are very glad to see you; 
‘we hope you had a pleasant rido; tho morning has been 
delightfully cool." Our reply was in unison with our 

reception :— We enjoyed our drive very much: we are 
Rene, to you, for so kindly eending your carriage for 
us.” Breakfast was soon brought in; during which we 
conversed on light and trivial subjects. After it was 
over, the Secretary left us: the Governor and myself, 
retiring 10 a baloony on the west side of the house, walked 
in the shade, conversing on matters of business. 

We touched slightly on the subject of the commission 
Thad received two years ago: I then gave him an out- 
Tine of the ciroumstances which had taken me to the 
islands, and bronght them under the notice of the Crown; 
T pointed ont the importance of their ion, in the 

event of » Spanish war, and related to him my conver- 
: sation with Gonoral Gronfield. He replied, it was most 

‘extraordinary that the place had not been seized long ago, 

‘either by us or by the Spaniards, I told him, it was not 
‘at all extraordinary; for it was #0 beset with shoals and 
reefs, for par or forty miles round, in almost every 
‘direction, that unless « local knowledge had been first 
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‘ministry: they will not refuse you a small favour. It is 
come into my mind, that we can prevail on the Com- 
mander-in-Chief here, to take your yacht in on the list of 
the navy, and give an order to Mr, Drake to act a8 Hieu- 
tenant in command of her. If we can accomplish this, 
‘Your interest at home can very easily get the act con- 
firmed. It will serve him, and it will save you a vast 
expense; the vessel will be refitted at the dock-yard here, 
and stores allowed, and Mr. Drake will have lieutennnt's 
pays” [thanked him most sincerely for the suggestion ; 
which appeared to me of such importance, that I eaid 
T should like to st about it immediately. He agreed to 
‘my proposition; and we walked directly from the bal- 
‘cony to the library. He there instantly sat down, and 
wrote a letter to the Commodore. “ Now,” said he, “if 
you have no objection, copy that, with any alterations you 
Please; sign it, and direct it: and I will write another 
from myself to the same effect; and we shall sec what 
ean be done.” ‘These letters set forth the advantage that 
would acerue to his Majesty's service, by commissioning 
the yacht employed by the Governor of Seaward Islands; 
‘and recommending Mr. Francis Drake to command her, 
‘who hind served the required timo in the navy for a com~ 
‘mission as lieutenant; the projected service on the Mos- 
‘quito shore being introduced us a special reason for the 
 Fequest. These letters were then sealed, and sent off to 
‘the Commodore, In the evening, a short but friendly 
“reply was received from Commodore Gunman, saying, 
he would come to Government House to-morrow, and 
over the business, for he was ot a lose how to act, 
He did not wish to disoblige the Governor of Jamaica 5 
“but he wae mther afraid to comply with the request. 
‘But to return: after the letters were despatched to the 
Admiral, Mr. Trelawney entered fully on the subject of 
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We now retired to lounge away an hour in the heat of 
the day in our bed-room, and to dress for dinner. My 
dear wife and myself then talked over the heade of our 
conversations with the Governor and his wife; and it 
delighted her to hear thet Drake was likely to get a com- 
mission as lieutenant in the navy, and our schooner to 
be mado a King’s vessel. I then went into an adjoining 
apartment to change my dress, having had on my plain 
suit in the morning, but I now put on my embroidered 
velvet. Rosalic was in attendance to assist her mistrose, 
who dressed in the white satin, with hat afd feathers, 
and pearls, just as when she paid ber first respects to the 
Queen. 

On coming into the drawing-room, Mr. and Mrs. 
‘Trelawney, Doctor Kune, and the Secretary, were alrendy: 
there; and coon after, Colonel and Mra. Wilkinson, and 
Sir Charles and Lady Price, were announced. These 
people wero all remarkably well bred, courteous, and free 
from untrayelled stiffness, and all ill-concerted ceremony. 
We therefore conversed with every one by turns in the 
tmost unrestrained and agreeable manner; and I could 
not but envy the elegant manners of Sir Charles Price, 
swho by his affability and great information raised himself 
high in my estimation, The dinner was neat, but not 
sumptuovs, the wines excellent, and the conversation 
highly instructive, lively. and agreeable. Coffee was 
served carly, followed by liqueur, During tho evening’ 
conversation, Sir Charles and Lady Price invited us to 
visit them at the Decoy, a fine and beautifully ornn- 
mentod estate on the northern side of the island; bat we 
could not make » promise to do 80, Between eight and 
nine o’elock the company took their leave. 

After they were gone, the Governor opened the Com- 
modore’s note, which be read to me. ‘ Now,” said he, 
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‘But the truth is, that the necessity of it has only become 
‘pparent to his Excellency and myself kince we have 
had some conversation here on our relations with the 
‘Spaniards, and the part I may be called upon to act after 
"my roturn to Scaward Islands.”— Well then, gentlo- 
| men,” he replied, we will adjourn to the library, and 
‘this business in an official form; and I will see what 
ean be done.” We secordingly retired ; tho Commodore 
taking with him his secretary. Our letters were then 
re-written, making the representations more full, and the 

i ‘more pressing; and the Commodore belag satis- 
fied with them, promised to.comply with their requests ; 
at the same timo desiring the secretary to make out an 
onder for three of the cuptains of the squadron to examine 

| Mr-Prancs Drake, a8 touching his qualification for lieu- 
ie tenant; which order was made out instantly, and handed 
to me, “ Now,” said the Commodore, “ as soon as Mr, 

| Drake pases his examination, I will give him an acting 

9 on as lieutenant, with an order to hoist his pen- 


tin the Porghee. Your yacht, which, you say, is a 
“seeeemebaaatan will then be taken into the 
o midshipman, and twelve men, and four guns, 

8 allowed; but whether this will be ratified or 

d by the Admiralty, must depend entirely on the 

sat you, or your friend the Governor there, can make 
sland; be is m great favourite with Sir Charles 


d Mr, Trelawney; ‘it is of too much import- 

n ite application, to want backing at home.” T 
s"" said the Commodore roundly, “ if the mea 

yt well backed by influence at home, that I shall 
good of the 
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‘I had anticipated, £ then despatched my letter; and 


joined my dear wife, who was dressing for dinner, and 
‘who was most happy to hear of ull that I had done. 

At dinner, the Commodore was remarkably gallant to 
the ladies. Tt appears that all sailors look up to women 
of virtue and good breeding ux a kind of minor deities: 
there is nothing they would not do to please orgratify them. 

‘ou shall have a sloop of war," said ho, to Lady Sea- 
ward, “to accompany you. I will send the Honourable 
‘Captain Townshend, Sir Robert Walpole’s nephew, in the 
Shark, to escort you. You might, perhaps, find better 


| Secommodation in it than in Sir Edward's yacht: bes 


- indeed, we are going to make a man-of-war of her.” 

dear wife thanked him with that sincerity which gives Z 
mirling value to acknowledgments of kindness; but she 
aid she would prefer going in the schooner—the sccom- 
modations being sufficiently good, and, a8 the navigation 
was extremely dangerous among the reefs, she should 
feel more safe— Indeed, sir,” continued she, “if you 
would send the sloop of war merely to honour us, I feel 
T ought to endeavour to dissuade you from it, lest any 


-necident might happen to it, But if you think it right 


‘make some of your squadron acquainted with the 
there cannot be a better opportunity than the pre- 
for I am sure, if your captain will follow in the 
ee ereree eee ais es ong ani 

d will take care that the pilot boat shall see him 
Pat all danger fn returning."—* Well said, my little 
mal” exclaimed the old boy; “the Shark shall be 

“s service; and you shall 
her safety."—* Against all negligence on our 
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next morning. We had the honour this day to dine with 
the worthy Baronet. His dinner-table was magnificently 
arranged, with a complote service of silvor-gilt plate. A 
fine fall-longth portrait of his Majesty hung at one end 
of the saloon; and every thing that hospitality and ele- 
ance could contribute, attended us while under his roof 
this day, 

‘On Tuesday morning, our friends arrived to breakfast; 
and met with a kind and gracious reception from the 
‘Governor and his Indy. Onr first inquiry was about 
Drake. They had not brought any letter from him ; but 
informed me he was to go to Greenwich this morning, 
‘to present himself before the passing captains. And he 
‘had desired Mr. Rowley to say, that, as soon us the thing 
‘was over, he would post off to Spanish Town, to pay his 
respects to Governor Trelawney and to myvelf. And 
gare enough, a little before the dinner-time, he made his 
‘sppearance; and in his old midshipman's uniform, to 
our no small amusement. He came in with an honest 
‘smilo on his face, “ Your Excollency will excuse my 
being so badly rigged,” said he, “bat T thought it 

ik better to make sail as T was, and return you my best 
thanks for this commission, (taking it out of his pocket, 
i and holding it in his hand,) which it has always been 
I eee et and now having got it, T 
| bope I shall not disgrace it.” I shook him warmly by 
the hand; and after Mr. Trolawney had paid him a 
suitable compliment, in return for what he had said, he 
Boh celles Drake begged to be 
he must return immediately, having so 
wut if he could speak to Sir Edward for 
rb should be happy during that time to 
a glass of sangarec. We then had 
Bane: which opportualty Drake eagerly 
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T told him I would immediately write letters to Sir 
Robert Walpolo and to Lord Harrington; and Lady 
Seaward would write one to the Queen also, to request 
that the commission might be confirmed.— That will 
clinch the business,” he replied: “ her Majesty knows 
how to got the weather-gage of the Admiralty, if re- 
quired.” 

After breakfast, the Commodore told me he under~ 
stood there wore twelve barrels of gunpowder going in the 
Porghee from the Ordnance, for the use of a battery at 
‘Seaward Islands; adding, he would order the Shark to 
take the powder into her magazine; for it would be a 
dangerous shipmate stowed in the hold of any versel. 
“ But I hope," continued he, “ you will soon be ready, 
for I shall want the sloop of war back ws quickly as pos 
sible. An officer will be sent in her, to make a survey 
of your reefé and islands, which 1 intond to transmit to 
the Admiralty.”—I assured him every possible despatch 
should be made, as far as depended on us; and that T 
would let him know by the end of the week on what day 
T could be ready. 

As we were not fir from Kingston, Mr. Trelawney was 
= kind as to comply with my wish to drive there, that 
T might see Mr. Drake, to make some new arrangements 
‘with him, in consequence of the Commodore's anxiety 
that there should not be any delay in sailing. We got 
quietly to my lodging, without the Governor being re- 
‘cognisod. It wns thon agreed we should dine here, and 
fetarn to Spanish Town in the cool of the evening. As 
| soon as I could get hold of Drake, I told him of the 

‘Commodore's wish; and that, in consequence, the business 

of my brother's schooner must be left for the present. 

‘T then proposed sailing with our own crew, and said he 

taight come back with or without my brother, as he 


Me 
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‘Government House; s0 that she could not help acknow= 
edging how mach happior she had been in Jamaica than 
ever she was in England: the people were so like the 
Brench ;—“ point de tout taciturne et beaucoup de politesse.”” 
Oar route was nearly north for about twelve or thirtecn 
smiles, through St. Thomas in the Vale, along or near the 
course of the Rio Cobre. We then quitted our carriage, 
and commenced the nacent of the mountain range, on 
mules and horses that were ready wniting our arrival; 
attended by a numerous escort of servants, who carried 
our trunks and bandboxes on their heads, making alto- 
gether an extended line, which reminded us of the de- 
— of an Eastern caravan, winding its way along 
_ the steep sides of the Persian hills, in their progress from 
Bagdat to Samarcand, ns we read in Arabian story-books. 
“Having gained the summit of the bills, we desoried the 
that bounds the island on the north, with a beautiful 

aad highly cultivated valley lying between. 
On our arrival at the Decoy, we were most hospitably 
hy its noble propriet Our dear friends, also, 
‘most happy to meet us again; for a fow days of 
reparation, in a strange land, uppears an age. After 
ing, and dressing, and dining, we walked out, in the 
* the evening, to view the beautiful fountains and 
with which the taste and opulence of the possessor 
ited this delightful place. Sir Churles told me 
now at an clevation of 2000 fest above the level 
om t y sea that the Rio Nucvo takes its rise here, from 
piece of water in front of his house; a little 
m lake: but, in truth, all around appeared more 
fabled residence of Genii than the actual rosi- 
varied avenues of tropical trees, inter= 
arches, terininating in temples or in orange 
Jong lines of plantain walks, relieved by 
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few hours at Spanish Town; but during this short stay 
at Government House, my dear wif and Mra. Trolawnoy 
talked over all that was wonderful and dolightful at the 
Decoy, while I profited by the opportunity to pat into the 
Governor's hands the letters we had written there. On 

ing thom, he said, they would cortainly accomplish 
‘the end in view; but that he would write also on the sub+ 
ject, and forward all the letters together: we then pro- 
cooled to Kingston, where we arrived late in the afternoon. 
T ordered the servants to put up the horses for the night, 
where they would bave the best care taken of them; then, 
giving them money, dismissed them, with « kind message 
to their respective masters. 

Drake soon joined us, with a satisfactory detail of all 
the had been doing; every thing was on board, and he 
had taken care to provide a lange quantity of fine fruit. 
‘He had also duly paid his respocts to Captain Townshond 
‘of the Shark, who was now at anchor off Port Royal, 
‘waiting to join us on Monday morning. Having little 
ourselves to do, we finished it in the course of the evening, 
‘end retired early to rest. 

‘The following day, being the Sabbath, we all prepared 
togotochurch. Drake appeared at the breakfast table 
dn & new suit of licutenant's uniform, attended by Martin 
‘and Pordy, and the two Now England blacks, in white 

| jackets and trousers. We congratulated our friend on 

_ the occasion; in which our faithful servants joined us, 

with profusion of good wishos for their captain, and for 

their kind master, whom, they rejoiced to hear, King 

| George had made Governor; “ the same like Governor 
of Jamaica, and their good Indy, Lady Governor too !” 

fee tmade @ sort of procession to the church, there 

<1 V abehbeeell eating his four men, 

Mey ‘the people were more intent on looking at this 

a2 
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Drake,” said I; “you are entitled to my best thanks:”— 
we soon got on board. The decks were clean and clear; 
‘nothing in the way beyond the two hencoops abaft, and 
the two wedder sheep taken out of the Hero, that were 
to be removed into the boats as soon as stowed. The 
anchor was quickly up, and about half-past nine o'clock 
we hove-to off Port Royal, on the Shark’s quarter. Her 
‘topeails were sheeted home, and she was ready to weigh: 

in Townshend, however, came immediately on 
board the Porghee, to pay his respects to me; and that 
‘ceremony being ended, he returned on board, and in five 
minutes after, his brig was under sail, stunding out to 
#ea, the schooner keeping in his wake. 

Tt was a delightful day, the weather fine, and the 
‘breeze steady; s0 we went cheorily along, On Wednes- 
day, at noon, the colour of the water altered a little; and 
soon after, some breakers were discovered from the mast- 
head. Drake then hailed the Shark, requesting Captain 
Townshend to drop astern about a quarter of a mile, and 
‘Keep in the Porgheo's wake, on which we stood in boldly 
Jowards the breakers; knowing there was deep water 
close alongside of them, and when nigh enough, that he 
‘could run down witha flowing sheet, But when wo drew 
pear, Captain Townshend became alarmed, und made 
‘whiff in his ensign; which was a signal to speak to us. 
‘We hovo-to for an instant; when he hailed us, saying “ he 
could see nothing but breakers, and no land, and that he 
was afraid both vessels would be lost.”—Drake replied, 
“There wns no fear : the water was deep all along out- 
side the rocfe; and they must follow the schooner with 

“We filled again, and stood on to the west 
‘ward. About three o'clock we saw the north end of St. 
_ George’s Island, and tho roof tronding here to the south- 


| ward; we thon gradually altered our course, and a little 
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CHAPTER V. 
“Tue, then, is the scene of your shipwreck and prowi- 
dential deliverance, Sir Edward,” said Mr. Rowley. “On 
the other side of the islands, my dear friend,” I replied; 
“J will show it you, in a day or two.” Our vessel at 
this moment was in stays, having to make a tack in 
rounding the southern extromity of the reef, which we 
had called the Dragon, to weather a small high rocky 
islet, between which, and St. George's Island, ia the 
main channel, Tn doing this, we were closely followed 
by the Shark, reaching over to the shore where the 
Germans had been located. On our approach, they all 
came down to the beach—men, women, and children ; 
accompanied by our four carpenters, and their negro 
apprentices, This animated body gave us a noisy hurrah; 
which the brig, as well as ourselves, returned with a hearty 
cheer. The carpenters, who, I afterwards learnt, had 
gone every morning in the Avon to assist these new 
comers, now hastened back into the boat, and made sail 
after us, I was glad to see all this; it gave an appear- 
ance of life, to the strangers I brought with me; who, 
perhaps, expected to ee little else than barren rocks, and 
@ few meagre-looking inhabitants. But Drake had taken 
care that something more than this should excite our 
attention. He had intimated to Corporal Craig, that it 
would be proper to salute me with thirteen guns from the 
battery, whenever I should arrive: and when ho called 
on Captain Townshend at Port Royal, he told him of the 
compliment that would be paid on our entering the har- 
bour, expressing his hope that the Shark would retarn 
i, I knew nothing of this; and therefore was surprised 
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was hearty, but tumultuous: we could scarcely exchange 
caresses with our relatives; some of the people kissing 
our hands, or embracing our knees; Rota, and Mira, 
and Anne, hanging upon their mistress, shedding tears 
of joy. As we were walking up the side of the dell 


towards the mansion, we encountered Doctor and Mrs. 
Gordon, with whom we shook hands, inviting them to 
‘aceompany us. Corporal Craig touched his hat ws I passed 
him; and two sentinels, that he had placed before the 
door, presented arms. All this was seen from the Shark; 
‘which made a favourable impression on its captain and 
‘erew, a8 to the state of our infant settlement, and the 
‘feeling that subsisted between me and the people. 

_ Twas much pleased with the complote manner in which 
‘the:mansion haa boon enlarged and finished. A pinaza 
‘had been affixed all round, aud the whole was handsomely 

Our vigilant and attentive Roto had Inid out 

‘the table for coffee, on hoaring of our approach; and we 

ware delighted to see every thing in its place, ready for 
‘Teception. 


our 

| Thursday, B0th.— My dear wife and myself recom- 
menced our early habits. We wore up before the sun: 
_ Diego was already already in waiting; and dear old Rota and 
Anne were come into the hall. My sister Maria and 
Rosalie were called; and, as soon as dressed, my dear 
‘Eliza took them, followed by Anno, to the bath below 
Smeets Sail Soro initiated them in the mostdelightfal 










Diego commenced what 
be called in the House of Commons, “a clear 
on the state and condition of the 

." He complimented mo on the honour King 
bad bestowed on me; which he had heard; and 
he believed, by seeing n king’s ship come with us, 
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came before them, called John; and having Noah and 
Abel to choose between, out of our first people, to make 
six, I took Noah into the boat, and Abel is left to lool: 
after the stock, and keep the grounds in order. The 
soldiers behave very well, sir,” continued he; “and the 
Sawyers cut op great many fine plank, sir: but 1 do not 
nove what my master the Governor will do with all them 
German people: they don’t know anything, only make 
stockings; and if somebody want shoes, perhaps they 
never want stockings, only for gront gentlemen or ladies; 
‘and one German woman can make more than everybody 
here will use." Diego finished, and I thanked him ay 
he deserved : but he had not done until the bathers re- 
turned. And I have done but little justice to his speech, 

it having been five times as long as I have made it, 

perhaps, not five times more comprehensive, 

Master Diego, my Indy!” said Rota, heginning a 
‘speech to my wife as she entered; and, I believe, even fuller 
of exultation, than her mistress was whon she first spoke 
of ber husband as Sir Edward! “ Master Diego, my 

\ lady,” repeated she, “has just been telling Master Go- 
vernor, all the men have done since he went away; and 
the made very fine bows, and said fine sayings about 
|, King George, And Master Sir Edward Governor com- 
mended him, and said * Master Diogo.’ 1 can’t say any- 
thing; but I love my lady, and T hope my Indy pleased 
with berservant.” My dear Eliza took her by the hand, 
saying, “You are my faithful Rota." —“ Thank my 
lady,” replied Rota: “but will my lady let Rota be 
called Mistress Row?" —“ Yes, you shall be called 
peas Hota; I will do anything agreeable to you,” 
my wife. Rota stood without reply. “ Mistress 
" exclaimed Diogo, “why do you not curtsey to 
lady, and thank her?"—T um so full heart, Master 
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Fou laugh at me, captain?” said Diego, more angrily 
than IT ever before had seen him. “I laugh,” replied 
Drake, smiling, “because you tell me you are only my 
master,” —“ Well!" returned Diego, “what that? did I 
‘not say you my captain? You give me captain, T give 
you master; you then have boat, und I have schooner.” 
I now thought it right to interposc, and explain to Diego, 
that ho had misapplied the term master, and thereby had 
signified to Captain Drake that he was servant to him. 
“0, then,” cried Diego, “I beg my good captain's 
pardon; he must think Master Diego fool so to spoak, 
~ and might well Iangh at him.’ The ladies, who stood by, 
were much amused with this dialogue, and began to joke 
Drake on the rencontre. “Very true,” said he, “I must 
mind what Iam about. I was told by one without, he 
was my master; I do not require to be told by any one 
within, that I have met my mistress; bowing at the same 
time gracefully and respectfully to Mi who blushed 
and turned away. This was more badinage, if a tender 
sentiment had no share in it; but such being the case, 
Drake looked serious, and considered it a public avow 
but every one laughed, not having yet recovered from the 
effect of the aceno between Drake and his master. 
At cight o'clock the colours were hoisted, being the 
| ‘time observed for this ceremony at Jamaica; and at the 
same moment Corporal Craig planted the scntincls, His 
whole regular force being only three men, he required 
“cles as an adjutant-general to dispose of them to 
sbest advantage, This difficult arrangement, howovery 
‘was rendered casy by simplification.—One man before 
the mansion; two always in the plank-house for relief, 
where they wore to keep covert, and eat, drink, and sleep, 
during the stay of the Shark. 
After breakfast, I was about to go on board to pay my 
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with ns in the boat, and complimented Master Diego on 
‘the appearance of his boat's crew. The Shark’s boat put 
off from the ship, soon after we put off from the shore; 
ying on thelr oars till we came abroast of them: there 
wervthres officersjand a midshipman, with Onptain Towns- 
fend. He suid,—* Show us the way!” Master Diego 


was very proud to lead; but he was not insensible of the 
inferiority of his men, as rowers, to the sailors in the boat 
astern. Every now and then he would say,— Look to 
white sailors, mon!. Long pull—you Murphy, feathor 
your oar, sir! Quite shamed of some of you!" Then 
he finished, by saying,— Beg Master Governor's par 
dom, for talking to the people before him; but if king's 
‘captain will make his boat row for pattern sometimes, 
‘Master Diego will talk to his men then.” “ You shall 
Ihave the king's boat for « pattern,” I replied; “ your 
men do bettor than I could have expected, and I am sure 
they will now soon perfect themselves." 
Our friends met us on the beach at Peccary Field, and 
we all walked up together, The strangers admired the 
much, and the beautiful prospect from it, which 
| the surrounding shores, a fine sheet of water, and the 
| view of the noble promontory, presented. On going up 
to the house, we came upon the ground where my dear 
‘Eliza and myself, with our faithful little dog, had fought 
the Peccaries ; and I seized on the occasion, to tell them 
‘story on the spot, The eyes of all the officers were 
itly riveted on my Eliza, to whom Captain Towns- 
d paid a handsome compliment on her true heart. 
our arrival at the house, the young stranger, my 
ry Was presented to our notice; and soon after, the 
Mr. Rowley proceeded to the offices of bap- 
‘The child was named James, and every thing 
done on the occasion. 
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and Mistress Rota to get a comfortable family dinner, for 


| Diego and his crew were taken on board the Porghee, 
in addition to the four men belonging to the vosscl. We 
wor under weigh; and as the harbour with its two 
extremes, stretched north and south,—George’s Island 
i the cast, and Edward’s Island on the west,—we 
| with a flowing sheot to the German settlement 
them, and in less than an hour anchored in a 
to the southward of the place, As soon as the 
‘was anchored, we wont to shore in our bout, 
‘meton the beach by all the people. They stood 
im & row, at a short distance from the spot where 
landed; but the cight carpenters, who had gone 
‘the morning in canoe, had come down before the 
d the shore, and hauled her bow well up out 
ve water, Having, therefore, stepped out easily on 
we walked up to the people, my dear wife being 

my uri. 
commenced a fine speech to them, in which 


d them my protection, frequently alluding to 
took in their welfare; and, ocea- 

to Lady Seaward, told thom, they would 
here, not only because they “were 

and without a home,” (using her own words 
| pleading their causal) but because they were 
of our most gracious Queen, I had 


can this mean?” said I to the car- 











1737, PARRATIVE. 10) 


passed along they made their obeisance to us. The women 
and children were together at the further end of the line, 
some of whom were pretty in spite of their national 
dross; but there was one among thom, whose air, and 
manner, and upparel, differed somewhat from the rest, 
She caught my wife's eye in w moment, and advanced 
astep. “ Parlez-vous Frangois?” said my Eliza, at the 
same time taking the woman by tho hand to assure her, 
Oui, Madame," she replied; “ moi-mémo, jo suis de 
‘Tionville, sur la Moselle; quoique mon maxi, soit Alle- 
mand.”—* C'est Ja méme chose!" said my dear wife; 
“je me suis bien content, vous & trouver parmi lex 
autres;"’ and then she proceeded to desire the woman to 
tell them, that the Governor wonld afford every pro- 
"tection and comfort in his power; also, that the Queen of 
| England had recommended thera to her special cares and 
“that she would lose no opportunity of doing them # kind- 
‘so long as they conducted themselves well. As the 

of French Flanders turned the French into Ger- 

the other women shouted, and the men showed some 
sullen signa of dubious satisfhetion; and that is all that 
can besaid of them. Captain Townshend and myself now 
< our turn to put questions to the fair interpreter; and 
quickly discovered himself to be the only sensible 
scholar among us. “ How are they off for 

” asked Captain Townshend, “ They have not 

rs" answered she. Tell them,” suid I,  thut I will 
them some.” She did so; and the moment they 

it, joy seemed to take possession of the men, trans 

them instantly into beings of a social aspect: 

was, they wanted tobacco, and were therefore 


to visit their cabins; which occu- 
‘n mile of a fine fertile slope, each having 
1 
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little reserved, when the minister became the subject of 
conversation, whom, although he might choose to blame, 
it was not likely he should take pleasure in hearing him 
censured by others. I should have liked, however, to 
smoke & cigar, by way of dossert, on the deck; but my 
ever-considerate Eliza dissuaded me from doing so, say- 
‘ing, thut “the poor Germans might see the smoke, which 
would make them the more uneasy for the want of their 
tobaceo.” About five o'clock we got under weigh, and 
consting along close to the shore of Edward's Island, by 
Long Bay, had a sight of our sheep; which had increased 
to @ pretty flock. After this, we stood for the anchor- 
age, and landed a little before sunset. My sister and 
our guestx, with their two litthe daughters, followed by 
Rosalie with Fidele, came down to meet us; and we all 
‘returned together, accompanied by Captain Townshend, 
to coffee. 

T had forgot that to-morrow would be Saturday, and 
metter-day, until reminded of it by Diogo. “ Do the 
(Germans come over?” said 1. “ Yos, sir,” he replied 5 
“they row themselves over in their own boar every Satur- 
day, and after muster take back the week's allowance.” 
That is well,” I replied; “ but on this occasion you 
must give two pounds of tobacco to each man. And now, 
‘Master Diego,” continued T, “ one of the sheep brought 
from Jamaica must be killed to-night, also a couple of 
lurge turtle; and desire some of your men to make a 

fishing. Let Mistress Rota have a fore-quorter of 
sheep, and the calapee and fins of one of the turtle, 
fund’ provide her with a couple or three fine groopers 
| the fish-pots; then sce that the hind-quarter of the 

‘ie sent on board the Shark to the Captain, with 

fmy compliments; and let the other half, and the ree 
twalader of the turtle, and @ sufficiency of mullet, with 
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number of forty; besides my brother, who was their cup- 
tain; and Mr, Dilkes, their ensign; and Corporal Craig, 
with his regulars of three, who constituted the non-com- 
tmissioned officers to the body: Drake, who was their 
Tieutenant, was absent. Captain Townshend, with some 
of his officers, favoured us with their company on the 
ground; and all our other friends were present, The 
men soquitted themselves very well, all things consi« 
dered: after which they were marched to the isthmus; 
| where they fired six rounds of ball cach, at a target, with 
tolerable effect: they were then paraded and dismissed. 
At one o'clock their feast was ready. We had all 
returned to the mansion ns soon aa the military business 
‘was over, but now we again proposed paying them 
visit. The ladies, however, declined being of the purty: 
but Captain Townshend and his officers, together with 
my brother and Mr. Dilkes, and the Parson and Doctor, 
walked off with mo through the woodland region; and 
we arrived ut the spring just as they were sitting down 
to their feast. They were seated on planks, raised 
Tittle off the ground by large stones, all in a row, with 
their backs to the rock; a line of planks being, by way 
‘of table, placed before them, supported in a similar 
manner, Enoch man had his knife, but there was neither 
fork nor plate. A biscnit, » great piece of yam, a lime, 
“& green capsicum, and some salt in a sea-shell, were 
placed before every person. The women handed boiled 
round im a great basket, from which one was 
and laid on the board before cach man. After 
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abiding presence of our God!” Sho wopt; I was silent: 
but my heart went along with every word she snid; and 
T almost wished that I were again building up our plank 
house by hor side, with none to behold us, but our faithful 
little dog, and the Eye that delighteth in innocence and 
humility. 


‘There was not room in the halls of the mansion for all 
the poople, now quite a hundred; besides, it was arranged 
that Captain Townshend should send half his ship’s com- 
pany to prayers. Boards were therefore placed on bricks, 
Tike so many benches, close round the spurs of the silk- 
‘cotton tree; and there we assembled, by the ringing of 
the bell, at ten o'clock. Every ono, not excepting tho 
‘Germans, and their wives and children, appeared in elenn 
‘clothing; and, for the most part, they wore neatly attired, 
‘Phe King’s aailora were dreasod in white jackets and 
‘trousers, with small white straw hats. The clergyman 
‘took his place between two of the spurs, where 2 chair 
was placed for him, with its back to the tree. ‘The prayers 
[arere read with duo solemnity 5 and if there was not a 
general devotion in his congregation, there was every 
‘appearance of it, But to the poor Germans, ulas! it 
‘wns like the Latin service to its papal worshippers. 
| Mr. Rowley concluded with a most instructive and 
‘impressive sermon; taking some of the first chapter of 
| St. John for his text: —“Jn the beginning was the Word," 
etc. He held up to our contemplation the Divine Being 
‘creating all that our eyes behold, and lastly, ourselves, 
“Axl then he proceeded to show that the same Creative 
“the Word and Wisdom of God," came down from 
‘Heaven at the appointed time, and bocame incarnate in 
he porson of Jesus. By which union of perfect God and 
| perfect max, he became the Christ, full of grace and truth : 
— 
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continued he, “to see my men so attentive; and they 
‘will all be tho bottor for it fora while. I wish they could 
have such an opportunity more frequently.” My dear wife 
said to me, in a sweet low voice, a# we walked homer 
wards, which no one heard but myself, —“ How gracious 
wis the sight to-day! Yos, my Edward, that dear silk 
‘otton tree, is to us like the Oak of Mamre.”” 

We dined quietly to-day, having no addition to our 
table but Captain Townshend, whose intelligence and 
gentlemanly conduct had won much on our estoom. 

Early on Monday morning, the ship carpenters were 
‘sent from the Shark, at my request, to fit up a powder 
tmagazine within the cave, with double doors; a pane of 
plats to be fixed in the inner one, and a place to contain 
a light behind it. These doors were to occupy the breach 
by which I had passed from the outward into the inner 
cave, whore the troasure had been deposited; and this 
‘wae to be done for the purpose of making the inner cave 
our powder magazine. Hart, the bricklayer, attended 
the carpenters, to do his part in fitting in and building 

the door-posts: and I was glad to be able to accom 
this necessary job, without taking off our own care 
penters from the completion of the Germans’ habitations 
Tn two days the magazine was completed; and the twelve 
barrels of gunpowder landed from the Shark and lodged; 
‘ss were also our other ammunition, and blank cartridges. 
On Tuesday afternoon, Mr.Otway and Drake retarned, 
from making their survey of the roofs and shoals which 
these islands; and also of the different channels, 
yp which they are accessible. The period, therefore, 
near for bidding adieu to the Shark. My dear 
adi written her lottor to the Quon, and one to Lady 
Neither did we forget to make our acknow- 
to Governor and Mrs. Trelayney; und we also 
12 
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CHAPTER VI. 


We had now leisure to attend to our immediate affairs, 
‘The two pipes of Madeira were landed, and rolled into 
the eave, and there housed. Drake was desired to get 
the shot on shore from the schooner, and pile it up in 
form on the battery; and, with the assistance of Corporal 
‘Craig, to soo that a due quantity of powder was filled, 
and every thing relating to our ordnance properly regue 
lated. My brother and myself now went industriously 
to work, to make up the accounts of each individual in 
the colony, which cost us the labour of somo days; but 
by the middle of the ensuing week, all these were arranged, 
and that between him and myself also. This latter, how- 
ever, was involved in such complexity, that it could only 
be wettled by a liberal disposition on each side; and as 
bu acknowledged to have cleared upwards of 25,000 dol- 
fara during my absence, he was in a condition to act as 
handsomely towards me as I was disposed to act towards 
him. On my leaving Seawnrd Islands last your, he wax 
indebted to me 2050 dollars. It was agreed that I'should 
receive this sum; and also 1000 dollars for Peccary 
Field, the wood, and lands adjoining, as marked out on 
the plan of the estate; that I should charge him nothing 
for the use he had made of the Porghee, but that he 
should pay the wages of the captain and crew, av had 
been stipulated. He then paid me over the money, and 
our business was completed. On the L4th we settled with 
all the people; many of whom, especially the carpenters, 
received @ pratty good sum, after deducting the amount 
due for their supplies. 
‘Tt was arranged that the Porghee should sail for 
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medium, as a means of facilitating that industry which it 
was my intention to foster as farus it might be practicable. 

‘The cabins of tho Germans were now completed ; and 
on Friday, Mr. and Mrs, Rowley, accompanied by my 
sister and Roealie, and our faithfal little dog, (not to be 
despised nor forgotton, because wo have now other com- 
pany,) embarked with my dear wife and myself in the 
Avon, to pay them a visit. The tobacco had put them 
in good hamour, having dissipated, with its cordial smoke, 
that eallenness we could not but observe at our former 
visit. Hosnlie wns of much service to us, in commu- 
nicating with the Flemish woman; through whom alone 
we could converse with her friends. They wore well 
satisfied with their habitetions, but were nearly ignorant 
of tropical husbandry, having received only a short and 
incomplete lesson from Diego and his men, about the 
time of the last May rains; when ten acres of land were 
cleared, hood, and planted, by their joint efforts, Most 
of them, however, hud been brought up to forest or agri- 
cultural Iabour. But, luckily, one was a weavers and 
another had beon a sausago-maker, or a beef and bam 
smoker, I hoped in time to find work for the weaver in 
his own way, us all the women could spin as well as knit; 
bet in a hot country, the other man’s occupation seemed 
totally unavailable, After taking a careful survey of 
them and their wants, we made a note of every thing : 
‘end informed them, that on Monday they should be eup- 
plied with all things necessary; that fish-pots should be 
made for them; and as their cabine were now finished, 
they must do every thing in their power to diminish the 
quantity of beef and pork drawn from the stores thar 
exch family should have a couple of goats given to thom, 
and four fowls, and as many ducks; that as soon as their 
‘own little larvest was got in, they should be supplied 
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o'clock. T congratulated myself on these arrangements 
and on the great kindness of Mr. Rowley, whose health 
now, by the inflaonee of this genial climate, was perfectly 
. Testored. 

On the morrow, after muster, the plan of education 
‘was explained to the people; to which they made no sort 
of objection, And I told Herbert, the tailor, that I wished 
him to go every morning by daylight, with some of his 
family, by canoe to German Town, to assist the settlers 
‘there in altering their clothing, and in cutting out and 
making euch new garments as they wore to receive from 
‘Lady Seaward; and I would pay hitn and his family for 
whatever time and assistance they might give them. This 
measure had a twofold object,—to assist them, as was 
proposed, and to do a little towards rectifying the error 
‘Thad committed in isolating them from the other settlers. 
‘My dear wife now made out a list of euch things as were 
‘wanted from the store for the Germuns; which she sent 
t0 my brother's factotum ; and the Queen herself, could 
wot have desired them to be more completely supplied, 
even down to scissors, needles, pins, and thread. 

‘These poor people made their appearance as usual on 


regularity as if they understood all they heard; but as 


they were all Protestants, we ventured tv hope, that by 
the divine blessing, and our best exertions, the day would 


aes when they should profit, in common with our- 
te selves, by the excellent ministry of our worthy pastor. 

} 

= E to Lady Scaward, that it would be of importance 
jo fe the things fairly among them, and not leave it 
) 

if 


On Monday morning, Doctor Gordon was ready to 


Eo 


iver the multifarious order to the Germans; but he 
that some one should be sent to witness the 
And he took the trouble to come to the mansion, 
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HE 
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Doctor Gordon to have a house, with some land allotted 
to it, in his noighbourhood; that such vicinity would be 
pleasant to both the fiunilies, and that his assistance at the 
‘store would be more available. I stated this to my dear 
Eliza, and after some conference it was agreed that I 
‘should state my brotier's wish to Dootor Gordon, and ask 
him if he would like it; and if he assented, T should then 
give orders for his habitation, according to my brother's 
desire:—And that after it was done, I should still com- 
mence building a house at Allwoods; but on an improved 
scale, ax iffor myself; and give it to Drake, in the case of 
his marriage with my sister. I lost no time in opening the 
bosiness to Doctor Gordon, who, with his charactoristic 
‘caation, requested time to consider of it, But, after a 
day or two, he called om me to say, “ he would accept it, 
all conditions romaining the same, the change of situation 

"And the following morning was fixed on for 
selecting the spot, and dining with our sister afterwards 
at Peceary Field. 

We went over at an early hour, leaving no one at 
home bet Mrs. Rota and hor black domestics, to take 
care of the mansion. Mrs. Seaward was delighted by 
the coming of the whole family; Fidele being no insig- 
nificant @ member; having fought bravely here aguinst 

the Peceuries, whose name the field now bears. 

Attended by Master Diego, the Doctor and myself 

| weut forth to fix on the site of his future residence, We 
proceeded eastward, antil we crossed the little rill that 
Pisear the head of the oreek. “This is the 
li of my brother's property,” said I; “now look 
“aboot, und we will build your house wherever you like, 
and attach a piece of land to it for cultivation.” ‘The 
Doctor suid, “ Very well, sir,” Setting forward at « 
good pace, he thus kept Diego and myself going, for 
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But my dear wifo laughed at my description of Gordon's 
procedure, while his own wife was very angry at him for 
having behaved in so absurd a manner. 

After our grooming, we sat down to an excellent dinner. 
A roast kid, » pair of guinea fowle, and a pepperpot, 
besides the usual dish of fish. We wore all remarkably 
cheerful. The baby was brought in with the desert, to 
amuse the ladies; and at my dear wife’s request, Rosalie 
came also, and played and sung, while the parson’s two 
little daughters danced to her guitar. When the ladies 
retired, the Doctor, the Parson, und myself regaled our+ 
selves with a bowl of lime punch; and before we saw the 
bottom of it, the Doctor had come to a conclusion, in his 
‘own mind, ns to the site of his dwelling. “ Sir Edward,” 
aid he, “ T have concluded on the spot we first came to, 
after crossing the durne, just above the creek where you 
catch the cruyfich. There is good drinking water close 
by, and some of the land is not very bad."— Very well, 
Doctor Gorton,” I replied, “that shall be the pluce. The 
workinen shall eetabout the house early in the next week ; 
‘and in the meanwhile you may mark out the exact spot 
Yourself, by driving pogs into the ground, forty fect hy 
sixteen; if such should meet your wishes." —~ Just that,” 
seid he; stretching his hand at the same time acrogs the 
tablo, for me to take hold of; that thereby I might put 
my hand, if not my seal, to the contract. 

Tn the cool of the evening, before returning to our 
boat, the whole party made a détowr of my brother's 
plantation. All the ground-provisions, as they are called, 
looked remarkably well. Being completely hood, thoy 
were clean and luxuriant, The sugar-canes were few, 
bat flourishing; and as there was no intention of carrying 
their propagation furthor than having a few for the people 
to cat by way ofa luxary, cuttings had been given to the 
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Peer aaitroes the Fort, and only two 
Town; it would be advisable to cut 
a defile, now thickly grown with 
coisa pag al 
overland communication 
‘Town and Peecary Field, by a distance 
‘more than one mile, And also to build a school- 
at the back of the Black Rock, betwoen Soldiers’ 
and the Doctor's allotment. 1 had no hesitation 
feieee a ens for, independent of the daily 
‘of transporting all these children, E could 

‘not well spare a boat’s crew to do it, 
_ I sent for Diego before 1 went to bod, and told him, 
he must take his boat's crew, and the two sawyers, and 
two of my brother's men, (Jucob and David, who for- 
bad worked with him,) early to-morrow morning, 
1 commence cutting a footpath between the hills, from 
‘Field to German Town, Also, to send the four 
caus who with their apprentices, and Hart 
aren eres met to at nit ero 
sehool-room at the back of the Black Rock, oppo- 
—. And T said, that I would go in his 
iedan amy brother's house, as s00n as he might be ready 


on after daylight we were up and dressed, and the 

dy. I told Allwood, the room must be thirty 
Jong, and twenty feet brond, and fourteen feet high 
i its sides; and to pick out timber, and boards, and 


and myself embarked with Diego, while 
his apprentice followed in a canoe. On our 
T explained my business to Mrs, Seaward, and to 
Gordon; requesting the latter to pardon me for 
house for snother fortnight, as T conceived 



















ae 
A i 
tral 


uit 


f 












1737. NARRATIVE. 191 


making their hurdles for enclosures; their women, under 
the guidance of Herbert and his family, were employed 
on their clothing. The carpenters and bricklayer had 
Oceupation given to them for at lenst a fortnight; and 
Diegp, with the disposuble force of the settlement, would 
have enough to do to cut the new way between the hills, 
‘within tho came period. The soldiers had their alternate 
day of guard at the plank-house; while Corporal Craig 
took the look-out ut the flag-staff, and did duty asa sort 
of town-major, where in trath there was yet nothing 
worthy of the name of a town. 

On the evening of this day we all went ont to refresh 
ourselves by a walk towards the southern part of our 
domain: here we met Abel, as ho was driving home his 
flock of gonts, to pen them for the milking, and for tho 
night. It was a goodly sight: upwards of a hundred 
qwere then just issuing from among the trees, beyond the 
open ground. As they approached, wo observed a part 
of them ran bleating before the reat towards the pen. 
The kids of these impatient ones, confined within the 
stoccado, hearing their mothers, now answered them with 
an incessant clamours but the poor little urchins wero 
destined still to daa till their dams had first submitted 
themselves to the hands of the milkers. 

When we considered how many of these animals had 
been given to the settlers, it was surprising to behold 
such aa offspring from the single pair that had been 
wrecked with us; the six she-goats subsequently brought 
from Jamaica, having been given away, 0 that no part 
of their progeny had increased our own flock. But now, 
perhaps, the total increase on the islands exceeded two 
hundred; none having been killed, up to the present 
time, one solitary kid excepted. Oar poultry also was 
in excess. But the milk of the goats and the eggs of the 
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suspected they had no soap, but on inquiry 

{found this was not the case: I then thought fit to remon- 
strate with them on the subject. Thoy complained that 
water wns nt a great distance, nnd that it was quite one 


i 
‘on hearing it, T took my wifo aside, to advise 

‘on whut could be done, She would not ullow 
they were a dirty people; adding, with her 
disapproval of the charge, “that we should be so 
“we were deficient in water.”—* But what is our 
dear Eliza?” said I; “they must be clean, cost 
may.” —“ Well, then,” she replied, “got some 
from Jamaica, for the poor poople to fetch their 
; sai meanwhile T will take the women aside with 
and talk over the matter; telling them, until the 
come, they must do ns well as they can; but at any 

ieiay ood their husbands and children must bathe 


would speedily be done to remedy the incon- 
after which, my dear Elim, with Rosalie, took 
German women into the mansion, where, as it has 
ere acreeee “there was & grand palaver,” 


August, the school-room was finished ; 

PABA coraloteal hs task abo eboner thon 
had an opportunity of replenishing the turtle 

ad of doing many other things required ar the 
plantation, where there was a fine growth of 
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‘on my laced coat to receive the Dutch skipper, who soon 
cameon shore, He told me his vessel was from Caragoa, 






on a trading voyage; that he had called hore to see what 
be could do, having heard of the place from a Spaniard. 
He spoke English tolerably well, and began to ename- 
rate his cargo. I told him I had nothing to do with 
that, but desired to inform him, that “there were no 
harbour charges exacted here; that trade was free, ex- 
| eepting in spirits, wine, or beer, which could not be sold 
_ or landed without my permit,” With this understanding, 
he retired with my brother's factotwm, Doctor Gordon, 
_ to enter upon business : and I had little fear, novice as 
the Doctor might be in matters of this kind, that he 
would allow the Dutch skipper to over-reach him in a 
bargain. He was in possession of invoices and prices 
current, 60 that he knew what his own goods should fetch, 

and what he could afford to give the Dutchman for his. 
"Thursday and part of the next day were spent by the 
- Dutchman and the Doctor in trading negotiations, but 
nothing had been concluded between them. }had in the 
meanwhile sent a turtle und some fish and vegetables 10 
‘the crew, as an act of hospitality; for which they were 
thankful,and behaved very orderly. But it unfortunately 

| ter Soe Germann focal tae way on 
and as they could make themselves 

‘olen they quickly discovered that there was 
Genova on board; a few cases of which be- 

to the crow, our new settlers as quickly laid out 


erved. of the Queen’s gift; and contrived to take the 
‘away, without the Captain's knowledge. The 

ce was, that all the men st German Town got 
and went oyer to Peceary Field by the new-made 
‘@ very disorderly manner. A canoe was imme- 
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that four eases of Hollands had been sold by his men, 
besides twenty pounds of tobaceo; adding, that he was 
reaily to make any atonement in his power. This was 
all, perhaps, that could be required of him, But I told 
him, the guilty persons must be punished. To this he 
made no objection; and accordingly the men who had 
sold the spirits and tobacco to the Germans, were ordered 
‘on shore. I spoke to them myself, telling them that as 
they had presumed to do this against the regulations of 
the place, their Hollands should be confiscated ; and that 
they must retarn the money, for that which they had 
sold. The mon instantly Inid down the money for the 
Hollands, and also the amount for the tobaceo; but I 
bade them take up the latter sum, as there was no order 
the sale of tobacco, Just as the business had 

drawn to this point, Diogo came in, to say the Porghee 
was standing in to the harbour with another schooner. 
now done with the skipper and his men, I ordered 
them on board; and sent word to Corporal Craig, to 
leave two of tho soldiors in the vessel until the morning. 
‘My beloved wifp was exceedingly distressed at this 
affair. She felt that the Queen's honour was sullied 
by the conduct of her countrymen; and she feared that 
they might hereafter prove a source of disquietude to 
the settlement, and of repeated vexations to me, said 
every thing in my power to assure her, that I considered 
‘the act as the result of barbarous ignorance, and not of 
" grebellious or vicious spirit ; nnd that I already forgave 
i although an appearance of displeasure would be re- 
quired, and measures must be taken to prevent the recur- 
‘renee of such an offence agnin,—* You aro always kind 
good,” returned my dear Eliza, “ and I believe all 
say; but still such an act leaves a stain behind it 
‘never can be completely removed; and I should be 
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but the Commodore himself had taken the trouble to go 
on board; and having visited her, said, “she was a fine 
‘vessel, and deserved the equipment he would order.” His 
letter was to the same purpose, 

‘My brother visited the Dutchman on board his gulliot, 
‘on the same evening of his arrival, notwithstanding the 
Srait be had occasioned, and the unpleasantness which 
still im some measure existed at Peccory Field. The 
Datehman did not find the master so inflexible as hia 
Saetotwm Wad been; so they arranged for commencing 
‘business the next day; which was done to a considerable 


to all traders that might hereafter enter the port. 





— glad he wus gone: for my brother had thought 
to purchase a quantity of Hollands and Rhenish 
wines from him, for which I could not refuse a permit; 
after what had happened, 1 was sorry ho had 
done so. Some of the German mon were too sick to 
‘at church; but they who came, expreased much 
patios for their conduct. In the afternoon, Doctor 
(om returned with them to visit the settlement. He 
three of the debauchees attacked with fever, and 
wrote to me to that effect, but did not leave them. 
of these, Rudolph Schnieder, died on the Tuesday 
The other two gradually recovered, On 
iy; Mr. Rowley consecrated a pieco of ground 
r to their town, in which the remains of the unhappy 
‘were on that day deposited; all the colony being 
ent, and the funeral servico, devoutly performed. 
| wus the first death that had taken place in the 
i; a ead mark for August, 1737. 













1737. NARRATIVE. 201 


however, failed in getting any one to tench us the straw 
manufactory, which the Spaniards only understand to 
perfection. entertained the chiefs In the way I thought 
most agreenble to them; and by way of conciliating their 
respect, I presented cach of them with a couple of doub- 
loons, on taking thoir leave. Drake landed the aseos and 
ules the very day he arrived; and next morning he 
sailed again for Jamaica, with the two chiefs, taking a 
letter from myself to Governor Trelawney; having no 
commission than the purchase of two young new 
a man and a woman, for Doctor Gorton; 
which I desired him to do, that I might be enabled to 
| fulfil my promise to the Doctor, whon his house should 
‘be ready to receive him. 
| Ou the Saturday following, September 17th, a parade 
was held. The Germans had become more industrious 
than heretofore; and now seemed anxious, by their 
observance of cleanliness and every other regulation, to 
retrieve their character. After parade, I gave them to 
tenderstand, that it had been my intention to stop their 
tobacco for three months, a8 @ punishment for their late 
| Bad conduct: but I looked upon the death of their com- 
rade, to which thut conduct had been accessary, as % 
punishment from a higher power; therefore I should 
bury tho whole affair in his grave, and behave to them 
as ifnothing of the kind had huppened. My doar wife 
‘sbed a tear when she heard me say this, and turned aside, 
On Monday, twonty-four pigs wore sclocted for the 
Germans, as they wero now in a condition to feed them; 
‘and six of the usses also were xppropriated to their use. 
Two more were given to the soldiers, two sold to my 
_ brother, and two rvtained at the silk-cotton-tree planta- 
‘tion, The Reverend Mr. Rowley mounted his mule 
- weday, for the first time; taking his ride through the 
| x2 
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nay empirical; and, consequently, few ventured to 
it, 


‘This sickness among us, gave my dear wife and the 
other Indies enough to do, as well az the Doctor; but all 
that kindness could conceive, and humanity could bestow, 
was provided for the comfort of the people; and curly in 
October every one was well, and all things going on in 
their usual routine, 

Our friend Drake made his appearance on Friday, the 
th. He had met with a gracious reception from the 
‘Governor, from whom he brought me a letter of thanks, 
‘The Porghee had been again at the Mosquitto shore, 
where he had landed the two Indian chiefs, to make the 
required levy. He brought from them to me, a present 
‘of four beautiful deer, and eight fine turkeys of a peculiar 
reed. The breasts of these birds are of a deep orange 
colour, the wings and tail black, but the extreme ends of 
the wing and tail feathers arc tipped with orange alsos #0 
‘that when the cock bird showed himself off in his pride, 
the expansion of his plumage exhibited the orange on the 
tail feathers as forming a golden iris. The commission 
‘T gave him for the purchase of the two young negroes, 
intended for Doctor Gordon, had been duly executed ; 
and indeed, after tho humane, skilful, and unwoaried 
attentions of that gentleman, I was happy in the oppor- 
tunity of presenting him with these useful domestics for 
‘® term of seven years; after which it was understood 
their labours would be their own, ani themselves to all 
_ initents and purposes free. He received them thankfully; 

‘and being 2 man of an honest and good heart, expressed 

himself much pleased with the conditions of their servi- 

tude. “Iam no friend to slavery,” said he; “and if 
you please, Sir Edward, we will call the man William 

Wallace, and the girl Joan of Are.”—1 cheerfully ap- 
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to make up a lovers’ qanrrel, he returned, and remounted 
the mule; taking the precaution, however, to remove the 
pin from his heel. He and the parson then bid us adieu, 
‘and jogged on cosily together, 

‘Mistress Rota furnished an ample repast, to take with 
ms to the cocoa-nut grove; where we wore to moot all 
my brother's family, including Doctor und Mrs. Gordon. 
‘Soon after twelve o'clock, I sont on Mr. and Mrs. Rowley 
and children, togother with my sister and Rosalie, in 
Diego's bont; taking with them all the good things, and to 
say, we would follow. My dear wife and myself had a 
faney in our heads, to realize which, was our object in 
remaining behind. I had desired Diego to got the old 
punt down to the rocky point, which he did. Aud ufter 
the party had gone, my dear Eliza dressed herself’ in the 
‘old island garb of our former duys—boots, trousers, short 
tunic, and buntin sash, with a turbaned mouchoir on her 

|; I also dressed myself as in the habit of those times, 
‘with pistols and a hatchet in my belt, having the canteen 
with water, as formerly, slung over my shoulder, I gave 
my wife « pike in her hand, and then took up a basket, 
into which she had put a piece of salt beef and some 
biscuit, and likewise the old gaskets, for the occasion. 
We had religiously preserved these memorials of our 
early days. Then taking the hand of my beloved, fol- 
Jowed by our faithful Fidele, who, after smelling to the 
‘end of the pike, and to our old leggings or gaiters, jumped 
about, frisking bis tail, as if the old days of his prowess 

the iguana were to be renewed ngain, 

We bent our steps through the woodland region, where 
we soon became like those who are said to he under 
enchantment. Scarcely had the trees sbut ont every 
other object, than all thut had pnased since our earliest 
days here, appeared as a dream. “O Edward!” my wife 
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when Diego told his story, a deeper interest was excited; 
our dresses wore «xominod with the most minute atten- 
tion; the pike in my Eliza's hand, looked at over and 
over again; und even the punt, on which no eye hitherto 
had deigned to look, became an object of curiosity and 


respect. 

‘The collation was already spread out. We desired 
our friends to sit down to it, but to permit us to dine 
‘as wo had done in former days; promising to join them 
afterwards, when the children came. Our party had 
good feeling und good taste enough, to comply with our 
whim; and while they sat down to a sumptuous feast, 
under on extended canopy, my dear Eliza and myself 
retired to the ledge of rocks a little above them, where 
‘we spread out our simple fare. The capsicums she had 
sown with her own hands, were growing luxuriantly 
‘ground us, so that wo had no moro to do but pluck one 
of them, to give a relish to the beef; but wo now only 
pretended to ent, the keen relish was gone for such foods 
end perhaps if the experiment had been made of our 
Jonely island being restored to us, we should have found 
‘ourselves equally disqualified for the enjoyment of that 
‘solitude, which our present little pageant was intended 
to recall and celebrate, When our friends had nearly 
dined, and were calling out to us to join them at their 
dessert, I took the guskets from the busket, and, to their 
surprise, I ascended a cocoa-nut tree, and with my 
_ hatchet sent the fruit tumbling to the ground, Some 
of the party came to scramble for the nuts, whilo I 
gravely descended, and taking a couple under my arm, 
‘returned to my dear wife: I then clave these nuts, that 
she and I might drink; afterwards collecting the others 
that had fallen, into our basket, we presented them to 

our friends, and joined the party in their festivitios, 
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ing hands of all the party. Rosalie, who was a joyoas 
sweet-tempered creature, soon after sung to her guitar; 
the children then danced, or attempted to dance; the 
ladies walked about; amd looked on, while my friend 
Drake and myvelf lighted our cigars, and took post on 
the ledge of rocks above, My dear Eliza soon joined 
us there, chatting and looking on, delighted with seeing 
0 many happy, and the more 20 by being where she wus. 
In the evening Diego was sent with his boat to take 
the German children home, to save them « long walk; 
but the others returned on foot. My brother, with bit 
family, crossed over to Peocary Ficld with his boat; bet 
to our other friends, a choice lay between the two males, 
the punt, or a walk. I suggeswd that the parson should 
take up his own wife, and Drake should take up my 
sister, behind them on the mules, and go home. The 
ladies laughed at this joke of mine, for such it was; bet 
excused themselves, saying they could not ride withoat 
@pillion. I then proposed that the whole party should 
walk; but Mrs, Rowley replied, she would like to go in 
the punt with her girls; and Maria exprossed the same 
desire. “ Very well, then, Drake,” said 1; “ you may 
have the honour to row our Angos back: for, in my 
eyes, this humble craft is to us what the renowned Argo 
‘was in the eyes of the Greeks: and who knows but, Jason 
like, you muy take with you in ita goldem fleece.” He 
instantly met tho wish, but I think without perceiving 
the allusion I had made to my sister. The parson now 
gave the mules to Drake’s midshipmen, who liked « ride 
as well as their cxptain; Mr. Rowley himself, and Mr. 
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Dilkes, choosing to walk. My dear Bliza and myself 
followed, once more treading the beach of the isthmus 
leisurely togethor, arm in arm; while Rosalie and Fidele 
kept behind us ata distance, amusing themselves with 
whatever presented itself on their way. “This has been 
a happy day, dear Edward,” said my sweet angel, as we 
retired to rest. “Yes, my love, it hns indeed boen a 
happy day,” I replied,—“a gleam of sunshine through 
the clouds of life.” 
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appearance of our military guard: but he 
feted uN aati tas pot on ccs 
which, however, he cheerfully acceded to, when I told 
him what had happened, and that it had become, in con- 
sequence, a standing regulstion of the port; snother 
sentinel, at the same time, being stationed on bourd the 


‘The Commodore's despatches contained an admiralty 
confirmation of the admission of the Porghoe on the list 
of the navy; and with it, a confirmed commission for 
Lieatenant Francis Drake, now appointed by the Lords 
Commissioners to the command of that vessel;—an event 

ing both to Drake and mysolf. 

But the letters from the Governor were of serious and 
immediate importance: they went, to state the horrible 

ns committed on. our trade generally, by the 

in the West Indies} expressing wish that 
I would go to Portobello in my yacht, accompanied by 
1H. M. cutter Seagull, and, in the name of the British 
government, demand restitation of two ships, with maho- 
gany and logwood, captured off Cozumel by an armed 
vessel belonging to Porto Bello, and reported to have 
‘been brought to that port. After come private conver- 
sation, first with my dear wife, who was to me what the 
Cearina had been to Peter; and then with Drake, my 
‘excellent captain; 1 determined to sail without loss of 
time, on the business confided to me, and fixed Saturday 
for our departure. My Eliza then entreated me to 
take her along with me, saying, “ It is a civil mission, 
‘Edward; therefore 1 hope it may not be improper for 
me to accompany you.” I appreciated this kind and 
mock appeal to my feelings and understanding ; so with- 
out hesitation I consented to do so, expressing, at the 
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no sooner anchored, than he sent a boat on board, in 
which there wns a man who spoke tolerable English, a 
native of Gibraltar; and through whom he gave us to 
understand, we must not anchor there; that he had orders, 
‘not to allow any English vessels, whatever, to come within 
what he ploased to call the Spanish jurisdiction, 1 told 
him in reply, that these vessels not only belonged to the 
King of England, but that I was going on a mission from 
the British government to the Governor of Porto Bello; 
and, being strange to tho coast, we wanted a pilot. “Thon,” 
said he, “you may want a pilot: for the King of Spain 
does not desire to ses any of you in his seus; and if 
you do not take my warning, and go back, perhaps the 
Governor may send the crews to hard labour, and the 
Cabalero’s officers to Gloria Castle!" Tf our two vessels 
had not overawed this hidalgo, I think it not unlikely he 
would havo proceeded to still ruder moasures. After 
& few hours we weighod, and steored for Porto Bello, 
Tenving the guurda costa ut his anchor. 

On Wednesday, 26th of October, about ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, we made Punta Gorda, and worked up 
nearly all day for Porto Bello, to the northward and 
eastward, against a strong current. None but strangers 
to the coast would haye made this mistake; in conse- 
quence of which wo could not got in that night, but by 
_ the morning we wen: off the high lund to the northward 
of the port. The vessels had been seen during the pre- 
‘vious day, and our colours had declared what we were. 
Early in the morning, an armed boat with an afficer was 
despatched to us, as we lay becalmed under the land. 
‘This officer spoke French, so that I readily made him 
understand who I was, stating my business. He said 
‘we must remain where we were, dll he went in and 
returned. About ten o'clock he appeared again, accom 
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A letter, written in English and in French, was now 
despatched to his Excellency, requesting an interview at 
his earliest possible convenience. And, that I might fall 
‘es little short ns possible of Spanish pomp, I gave my 
name and titles at fall length: on which occasion, for 
the first time in my life, I reflected on my godfathers, 
‘that they had not given me two or three names besides 
‘Edward; to have made me somewhat on a par in that 
‘way with his Excellency of Porto Bello. I intrusted this 
letter to Drake, desiring him to deliver it to the governor 
with his own hand, 

Soon after he went on shore, a boat with soldiers came 
alongriile of each of our two vessels, und the soldiers, 
‘Yery unceremoniously, were prepuring to step on board, 
‘The cutter was the first to perceive their intention, while 
the bouts were yet at a distance; on which Captain 
‘Thomson hailed the Porghoe, to know how he should 
act. “ Do not allow it,” was my reply. The crews of 
the vessels then seizing their boarding pikes, prepared to 
repel the intruders, The Spanish officer, on finding he 
‘could not put his order into execution without violence, 
drew off and returned, 

‘Ta the course of the afternoon, I received a reply from 
his Excellency, written in Spanish and in French, It 
was prolix, being replete with unmenning compliment; 
bat he could not, he said, appoint any time for an inter- 
view, until he knew the purport of it. A Spanish officer, 
‘who came back with Drake, delivered this note, by whom 
T retarned a pretty sharp answer:—# If his Excellency 
should refuse an interview with an officer, who came as 
chargé d'affaires from the British government, it must be 
“considered as an insult to the Crown of England; and 
‘T desired to know what he meant by attempting to send 
‘Spanish soldiers on board his Britannic Majesty's vessels, 
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and I desired to know whether I was to understand that 

‘he refused the interview I had requested, ‘on behalf of my 

toaster tho King-of England. ‘To thie communication, 

he replied, “that Fea he peniescantad, had been caught 
trading within the Spanish seas without a license; and that 
the yestels therefore had been condemned, and the people 
put in confinement: that he found this exception, in the 
circular to governors, to, which Thad referred, and, there- 
fore, he would not give up the English demanded. And 
as he thought it would be acceptable to the king his 

“master, not to give encouragement to English ships of 

any kind, or on any pretence to allow them to come inty 
| the ports of Spanish America, I hod permission to dapart 

‘as soon as I might think propor.” This was enough. T 

had received my dismissal; and with it » general answer 
Iiiiip thes requisition I hedicome to;make, which; of course, 
 ingluded the two particular captures I had been sent to 

and for which I was to ask restitution. His 

Don Francisco Martinez de Retez had settled 

the business on which I came, without knowing it.. But 

he was, moreover, ignorant of the good English fare he 

| had missed, by his abominable conduct, and also of what 
was to follow. 

‘On recotving my dismiseal, no time was lost in getting 
the vessels under weigh, and we stood out to sea. The 
| ea breeze noon died away after we got clear of the port; 

and as we lay becalmed, » canoe came alongside in the 
oye of the night, from point Cocal, with three 

me aaons so the master of a brig, which had 
taken some weeks ago by the Spaniards. It was 
e master himself who had sent the note to us, having 
trasted it to « woman, to whom he gave his only shirt 
pees Drake called me up, the moment these 
on board, who soon gave me every particular 
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Datch merchant and his wife, hod been rescued. The 
secounts these people gave of the barbarous treatment 
they had experienced at the hands of the Spaniards, were 
shocking to civilized socicty; and the circumstances under 
which they had been taken, and their vessels condemned, 
would have been an outrage against the independence 
and dignity of the lowest power in Europe. 
Tf Seaward Islands had not lain directly in the track 
‘to Jamaica, I should not have determined to go there in 
the first instance; being desirous of furnishing govera- 
“ment with the mass of evidence now in my possession 
| against the Spaniard, without delay, But as a copy of 
_imy correpondence with the governor of Porto Bello 
d suffice to show the fecling that existed, practically 


exemplified by the appearance of persons rescued from 
an imprisoment inflicted in the face of treatis and poli- 
tical justice, I did not consider it requisite to go myself 
“te Jamaica; therefore I had determined to land at our 
own place, and sond the Seagull forward with my 


fe arrived at our own anchorage, on Wednesday, the 

2 November; and I instantly sct about writing my 

| despatches, while the poor unfortunates were invited on 
shore, and supplied with clothing, and all other neces- 
fies. The Dutchman and his wife seemed much dis- 

ed, ond the account they gave of themselyes was 

is:—They had got together some little property at 
aire, with which they intended to return to Amater- 

jad retire. But a great part of it being in European 

is, taken in payment for debts, the unlucky fellow 

da plan of making a voyage to the Spanish 

n, to a place where a smuggling business was carried 

ween the Spaniards and the Dutch; but although 

ded there in converting much of his goods into 
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dollars, ha was laid hold of on the sea by # ganda costa, 
and the sequel we know. progenies 


Our fellows caught the cen pre beget 
awoke with thee cheers: the Spanish soldiers took te 
their heels, as soon as they could get | 
and ro woak was the outor door of the place off confer 
ment, that one of the seamen 
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if the crown, that I had done on the late occasion, 
whieh I was now so deeply lamenting, never 
occurred. “And, indeed, my dear Edwant,” 

ued she, “I do say it in honesty, that you did all 
8 could do under existing circumstances; for whieh 


ces you are in so way responsible.” In this 
would talk to me day after day, whenever she 
| me brooding over the subject. At length, she 
succeeded in her endeavours to compose my 
set my feelings at rest respecting it. 
few days, I turned my attention to the affairs of 
Doctor Gordon's house war finished, 
commenced moving his furniture and other 


over, the wift being a notable woman, and 
fi Fe bee Bone 
id in many things of no emall importence a 
n f her house, and tho produce of the 
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‘were narrow, only for want of knowing botter, I deter- 
mined to be guided in all my measures by the principles 
which had been so wisely stated and explained. 

Our Sabbaths continued to be duly kept, our muster 
“days observed, the school regularly attendod, and the 
people daily occupied in their respective enllings and 
‘ayocations. When my brother's schooner returned, 
‘tho carpenters and bricklayers were ect to work on the 
a Salas the northern part of Allwood's 

Boy. Drake had twice visited the Spanish Main, neor 

to Cape Gracias a Dios; and during the second time, 
“succeeded in procuring a family who understood, in 
a n, the making of plait, and fine hats, from the 

of the palm-tree; and when he brought them to 

thoy were accompanied by a large supply of the 
‘material which he had collected, but of which we had 

j abandance on our own islands, The vessels of the 

_ colony were laid up in Peceary Creek during the short 
period of the stormy season; and afer the rain ceased, 
the whole strength of the settlement was engaged in 
in roots and seeds for the ensuing harvest, 

vessels arrived now and then with merchan- 

and dollars, of which my brother made a good 

i Van Kempen kept the German women at 

with their wheels and distafls, spinning cotton; 

‘more thread wus furnished than our weaver 

ot st hie loom. At the school-house, 

of the children was divided between learning 

and learning the stmw work. Besides these 

n considerable quantity of the “ Arundo 

na railica escnlente” was planted in January; and 

aa tus mnde, consisting of boxes, communi~ 

‘each other by hallow bamboos, to be ready 
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| not the only one that will feel happy in your being so.” 
‘This was a puseler for Drake. “T am at a loss, Sir 
Edward,” said he, looking carnestly at me, and perhaps 
eomewhnst astounded, to make a reply to my friend 
Lady Seaward, for she is not used to pay compliments.”” 
She means what she says, my dear friend,” I 

+ “she and I are both happy that you ure de- 
with the place. The house was built and furnished 

You, and not for us; and T desire you will accept it 
ark of our regard.” His surprise now increased 
his perplexity, 0 that for some time he was unable to 
make any roply. At last, he stammered out, “ My friend! 
y dear friend!"—then rallying « little, smiled, and 


‘@ favour.”—But here again his courage failed, and 
dsayno more. But my kind-hearted Eliza took 
theme for him,—* You would say,” added she, 
him kindly by the hand, “1 should not only wish 
‘you friend, but brother!” — Is that the case, my 

eke?" T exclaimed, “Ys this the favour that so 
embarrasses you to express? If you and another 

om desire it as much as we do, there will be no impe- 
5 and I believe you may be happy.” The brave 
heart is seldom severed. The gallant Drake 

uld mot restrain the tear that now glistened in the sun- 
Ly My dear wife made no delay in com- 

; ject of our interview to Maria, and 
vores to add another joyful heart to the 


lay, the 19th of March, the nuptials wero pere 
the Reverend Mr. Rowley; after which, three 





— 2 EBW. skawanp's ‘MARCE, 
‘wivia 2eguincua was emcertained im the afternoon with 
daz cakes ami cetiee. and cigars. After which, the 
aunus >razie. amemiad by Rosalie for the occasion, and 
cw1 if my wats domestic women, Clara and Hebe 
wim st: iesced my seer to consider in future as ber 
rw seems . were rowed over to their residence, by 
Muse Dam 52 iis barge: which be requested to be 
permuani a kate cae Lonoar of doing, rather than allow 
‘Eu be bme yy Set wake sailors of the yacht. 
ia sm: suasse of Spe week, visits of congratulation were 
‘Ipuiz. Ani my jeer wile seat a supply of goats, and 
walcy af reery Kind, to the cddieas to stock the place. 
T nw cpregic 22s a fiz time, thoagh out of the ordinary 
cars :¢ ivimg awe things. to tell Drake what I intended 
gv) mr assur. aew bis wit, And I gave hima 
mec a. -y T engaged myself to settle 2500. 
=. with the usual conditional 
Drake.” said I, “you and your 
his instrument, as well as my- 
s drawn up agreeably to legal 
Sar pereive. I bereby give you nothing, 
: Tecatl: voor wife to pay her mess."— 
ress” be reptied, “it will enable as 
cy sus. acd the Penn; for all which you 
astard’s best thanks, at least."— 
oc Four part, my dear friend,” I 
cé exoach on mine:—yon want two of 
to keep your grounds in onder, 
sare you: and there are many other 
teed, notwithstanding all that has been 


























. when Drake and his wife came to 
iorer with us I called to my Eliza, a 
r, Mrs. Drake, were talking together in 
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the piazza. Do you think, dearest,” suid T, “ you can 
find five hundred dollars for Drake, to sct him up in the 
workd ?’"—" Yes,” sho repliod, “a thousand, if you wish 
it.” —* That's well,” I exclaimed ; “bring them forth, if 
you can carry so miny, and he shall have the thousand 
—a joint present from us to our gallant friend, on this 
happy occasion.” Drake bowed, but said not a word; 
and walked into the piazza to his wife. When the bag 
of dollars was put upon the table, I called them in, and 
gave it to him, with the best wishes of my doar wife 
and myself, for his prosperity and happiness. My sister 
kissed me, and, in a broken voice, thanked me for what 
Thad done for her. At this moment my brother James 
ome in. “Just in the nick of time, brother!” said’ 1; 
“fellow this bag, if you please, with some of your 
Spaniards’ dollars: it is a wedding present from us to 
Drake,""—* 1 cannot afford to give as much as you, 
brother,” he replied: “if I give half that you do, 1 
think T shall not do amiss.”"—“T do not desire you to 
do so much,” I rejoined.—* 0 yes,” returned he, “I 
shall havo no objection to give half what you do."—“I 
do not desire that you should do that, dear James,” 
rejoined our sister; “for Edward has settled 25002. on 
me for my portion; and this bug of dollars is a present 
to wy husband.” On hearing this, James felt himself in 
somewhat of a dilemma, endeavouring to extricate him- 
self, by mying le would pair the bay but Drake declised 
peer it, saying, he already bad quite enough; and 

his portinacity in the business exceoded that of my 
brother, so nothing more was done; but we endeavoured, 
notwithstanding, to pass the day in good feeling, and 

hilarity, 





with some little 
‘The society of Mr. and Mrs, Rowley, and their two 
dear little girls, was so agreeable to us that we could not 
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yacht, and took his wife with him. Tn less than three 
weeks he returned, having purchased two negro men and 
two girls. He brought letters from the Governor, and 
others also from Englund. My friend Commodore Gun- 
man hed been recalled, and in his stead Commodore 
‘Brown was appointed to the command on the Jamaica 
station. 


‘Our affair at Porto Bello had become a matter of 
‘public importance; but the parties concerned in it, I 
‘mean the two naval officers and myself, narrowly escaped. 
the most consummate disgrace, ‘The arrival in England 
of the reseued captains, happened just at the time when 
the whole country was pouring in petitions to parliament 
and to his Majesty, complaining of the outrages of the 

At this crisis, Sir Robert Walpole was doing 
every thing in his power to smother the complaining 
‘voice of the people, by throwing donbts on the truth of 

‘many representations that were set forth by the peti- 
toners. Therefore, when these rescued prisoners arrived, 
the minister was desirous of keeping them out of the 
way. But the Sceretary of State being obliged to lay 
before his Majesiy the Governor of Jamaica's letter, 
“which comprised within it a copy of mine to him, con- 
‘a report of all that had passed at Porto Bello, 
attention became fixed on that point, in spite 

Robert's shufiling to divert it, and he ordered the 

‘and the supercargo, to be examined before 

of the Privy Council, The result of this 

ination led to measures of strong remonstrance on 
‘of our government to the Court of Spain; and 

the Duke of Newcastle justice, he was glad of it. 
‘made the Primo Minister more angry with 

‘me a rash and obstinate blockhead: he also 

ity to advise his Majesty to appoint 


A 
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orders to hold himself in readiness; being desired to 
lay in & good sea-stock, and not to noglect taking on 
board some English fare for presents; such os bad been 
vainly carried with us to Porto Bello, as I intended to 
foueh at St. Domingo, as well ns at Curagoa, For 

T knew foreigners now began to despise us 
for submitting to the insolence of Spain, yet I had reason 
to believe that our flag was still sufficiently respected, 
both by French and Datch, to secure at least a cour- 
teous reception to « person of any pretensions, holding 
‘= commission from the King of England. 

As T proposed visiting Curagoa before my return, Van 
‘Kempen requested to necompany me. My sister Drake 
also was to be of the party, as we had some business to 
do at Jamaioa, in which she was the person specially 
concerned. With these, and my dear wife, and her fille 
de chambre, leaving Fidele with Mra. Rowley, we em- 
barked on the 5th of June, after having devoted the 
‘previous day to a more than ordinary devout observance 
of the Sabbath, the blessed sacrament having been received 
by us, and all others of the colony, who were deemed 
‘capable of comprehending its import and comfort. 

Nothing can be more agreeable than being at sea in 
‘this climate, nt this season of the year; and the superior 
‘mater in which the vessel was now tacked, and other- 
wise managed, by the white seamen, added to the plea- 
saniness of the voyage. Not being prossed for time, we 
Kept the open sea, speaking several vessels for our pas- 
time; 80 that we did not make Jamaica till the ninth day, 

At noon the yacht anchored off Port Royal. The 
| Shark was there, and Captain Townshend immediately 
pal me a visit. We soon talked over all the Porto 
Bello business. He censured his uncle frocly, saying— 
a general disgust was felt on the subject of the reprimand 


| 
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down the Maroons. I thanked them for the present of 
the deer and turkeys, and made the more substantial 
acknowledgment, of presenting each of them with some 
monoy, Before 1 took leave of the Governor, I requested 
him to procure three artillery-men, as gunners to the fort 
at Seaward Islands; and a drum and a fife also, that is, 
a drommer and a fifer for the train-band; all of which 
he kindly promised to do, on the return of the yacht, 
whenever that might be, And having received letters 
from him, to the Commandant at Cape Frangois in St. 
Domingo, nnd to the Governor of Curacoa, we took our 
feave, much pleased by his attention and great kindness. 

‘On our return to Kingston, the deeds of' settlement 
‘were executed: making Mr. Perry, and my brother, 
trustees for Mrs. Drake. 1 now wrote a letter to the 
former, informing him of the circumstance, desiring him 
to Tay ont 2500/. in government four per cent. annuities, 
in his name, and the name of Mr. Seaward, for her 
benefit; and having written the lotter, I showed it to 
Drake, and with his consent the deeds and the letter 
were forwarded to Mr. Perry. 

We sailed again on the 20th, and beat to windward 
for sever days, making Capo Tiberoon in St. Domingo 
on Sunday the 25th; and on Friday we had the pleasure 
of coming to an anchor at Cape Francois, having soe 
‘the moet beautiful scenery that can be imagined, as we 
stood along shore. The fortifications were imposing ; 
and the town, which stands on the starboard hand, looked 
well. There were many vessels at anchor off the town, 
besides three line-of-battle ships, and several smaller ships 
‘of war, at anchor beyond it. 

~T sent Drake on shore with my letters; from which 
mission he soon returned, accompanied by an officer of 
‘rank, und a polite invitation from the Commandant, 1 
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smear me frequently saying, “* Sir Edward!—Ua coup du 
win! i faut boire!” then putting « dash of wine into 
their own tumblers— 4 roire seaté!” and in this way 
‘I wns compelled to empty nearly the bottle that was 
Placed at my righthand, in drinking with my challengers. 
T trembled for the consequence, although the wine was 
weak ; looking forward to a hard set-to after the depar- 
ture of the ladies; ‘The whole party, however, sat nearly 
throe hours, with the cloth on the tuble; and to my sure 
prise, when the bottles, and tumblers, and other things 
were removed, a cup of coffee, without cream, was handed 
ound to each person; after which, small glasses with 
Tiqueurs were presented ; and with this conclusion, ladies 
and gentlemen rose together, retiring into a large saloon, 
‘whore cards and music were provided for the entertain- 
‘ment of the evening. 

Te gratified me exceedingly to witness the uttention my 
dear wife received from every one. The politeness of 
the Frenchmen in their behaviour to her, carried with 
it @ respect such as T had never seen before, But the 
ladies exhibited a different sort of manner; they examined 
every article of bor dress, and descanted on it freely. 
She bore this radeness with great good nature; and it 
was pleasing to me to hear her converse with them in 
‘French, without difficulty or embarrassment. La Com- 
tease admired “ mi-lady's” diamond necklace; to which, 
om this occasion, she had suspended the royal cross, 
“ Creat superb ce collier-cit” exclaimed the Comtesse.— 
 Vour tes une bonne Catholique, miladi; n'est-ce pas?" 
continued she, smiling; the next moment pushing her 
face into my wife's bosom, to kiss the diamond crucifix. 
‘My dear Eliza made her no reply. The appeal involved 
two subjects of deop interest, to that bosom on which the 


"bauble rested :—her much-loved lord,—hor dear departed 








a ‘2B EDU. sawann’s ats, 


eusn : suinect: met wo be mamed before the gay and 
criss If see bed made any reply, it would have 
jem 2 sei oes ear. 

T mex Crmmrdere De Roquefeeille at the Com- 
manic’: inmer: trem whom I afterwards received 
45250 af Se dee. whem be invited the whole party to 
vast im sy L'achille. On oar going on board, I was 














the mortifying 
so1ea a which be hed been treated by the Spaniard at 
icles T mmast coutess, however, that I was not 


and the decks pcither clean nor clear. 
shew car visite of ceremony, we 
ieeger at Cape Francois: living 
sei, where we had the comfort to find 
racher sarprised to learn that they 
eagheat the island of St. Domi 
“sz x: Jamaica. unless at the Decoy, and 
Sawer belonging to persons of deli- 
Frangoisx like Kingston, is built 
in straight lines, intersecting 

Bat the superiority of the 
fo visit them frequently, and 
as hair-powder, scented soaps, 
a few fans, and a variety of the 
sacks. There we should have shat 
net Rosalie found cut some elegunt 
. iace. on which the ladies expended 100 











the eve of departure, Monsieur le Comte 
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sent me six cases of superb Bourdequx wine; and, in 
return, 1 begged his seceptance of as many hams, and 
two double Gloucester cheeses, for which he thanked me 
by note, saying they were highly acceptable. 

On Wednesday, the Gth of July, we put again to 
sa, beating to the eastward along the northern shore of 
St. Domingo. In four days we doubled Point Caronge, 
and in a week more got fairly into the Mona Passage, 
the same strait by which my dear wife and myself bod 
entered the Caribbean Sea, when on our first voyage 
from England. As we here passed Cape del Engans, « 
Spanish man-of-war brig was seen in shore of us. He 
hoisted his colours, and made sail towards ug; but as we 
had no inclination to hold any intercourse with him, the 
‘Yucht stood on her courte; and having the wind a-beam, 
and « fine breeze, the Spaniard dropped astern quickly, 
and gare up the chase. We steered hence direct for 
Curngon, distant about five hundred miles nearly south 
of us, and without accident or interruption made that 
ieland on the 19th of the month, As our vessel rounded 
Fort Amsterdam, to pass into the harbour, we could 
almost shake hunds with the muzzles of the guns; while, 
‘om the other hand, I observed a chain lying on a rock 
opposite, ready to stretch across, for the purpose of se- 

img the entrance against any hostile attempt to enter 
the port; although so narrow is the passage, yet the 
harbour is fine and capacious within, 

Poor Van Kempen jumped as high as a Dutchman 
-eould jump, for joy, as we passed the Fort. The instant 
the anchor was dropped, a boat went on shore, to say 
-whowowere. Salutes were then fired, and arrangements 
maile for my visit to the Governor. This piece of core- 
“mony was also soon performed. His Excellency Mynheer 
‘Van Spengler, not having quite recovered from a fit of 


fi 
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‘Curacos, laughing ; “and such is the only way to bring 
those swucy dogs to their senses.” 

Before I took my leave this morning of Mynheer Van 
Spengler, he told me ho had no wifo, but that the Com- 
mandant’s lady would be here to receive Lady Seaward 
and her sister at dinner; and that some of the ladies of 
the place were invited to meet them. Van Kempen soon 
left ns, after having received the happy and unexpected 
tidings of his good fortune. He went to regale himself 
with 9 pipe, snd to raminate on his future plans of 
turning the dollar. 

At two o'clock, Drake and his wife, with Lady Seax 
ward and myself, wont to Government-house. I was 
recived by an’ officer's guard: and thore was bosides a 
considerable display of ceremonious pomp. The Com- 
mandant’s Iady, attended by several others, greeted my 
wife on the steps, and we all walked into the first saloon 
together; where, to my surprise, T saw several servants 
richly dressed, some of whom were negroes, with pipes 
and cigars in their hands, and each with a lighted cigar 
or pipe in bis month. As tho guests passed, they were 
offered these odoriferous tubes by the servants: we, of 
‘course, declined accepting any; bat the Commandant's 
lady, and another, and several officers, who came in 
shortly afterwards, ench took either n pipe or a elgar; 
not appearing very nice whether it had come from the 
servant's month, or not: and when we arrived in the 
second saloon, the greater part of the company collected 
there were also smoking. However, these favourite 
fumes became suspended for » few minutes, immediately 
on our arrival, to give time for introducing the company 
to us; after which they recommenced with fresh vigour. 
Tn about half nn hour, servants came round with silver 
ewers and basins; the smoking then ended, and water 
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‘other among the principal officers of the place, having 










only to complain of too much of it. 
At the great dinner given by the Governor, and at 
every other place we dined, it was regretted that they 
could not treat us with London porter after cheese; 
which circumstance 1 did not forget on my departure, 
taking occasion at that time to distribute six hampers, I 

had broaght with me, among our friends, 
Van Kempen told me, the day after our visit to the 
Governor, that he had made up his mind to purchase a 
galliot, which was for sale, and carry on a trade from 
Seaward Islands, if I would promise him my protection, 
‘#0 as to compete fairly with my brother, and any other 
merchant of the place that might come there. T gave 
him that promise, and he in consequence bought the 
-galliot, and Inid in a cargo; when, at my request, he 
' for me a few casos of old hock, a quantity 
of fine tea, some spices, and other things, which were 
gold here at a much lower price than at Jamaica or in 
England. 1 was obliged to wait nearly a fortnight for 
‘Wan Kempen’s vessel; in the course of which time the 
yacht made an excursion with the Commandant’s family, 
to the little island of Amba; where I obtained a tine 
Cape of Good Hope ram, with a tail like 1 Choshire 
cheese, and two ewes of the same breed. Van Kempen 
took with him two families; one of which were Spaniards, 
cigar-makers; the other Dutch boors of Curagoa, from 
je country, skilled in preparing cassava bread from the 
‘yeot of the manioc; and ulso that valuable article, flour 

18 the Indian arrowroot, 
} the Lst of August, wo loosed from 

the gullict in company. And as that vessel sailed 
ell before the wind, the pussage was mule in seven days; 
Tittle short of one thousand miles. On Wed~ 
x 
















- 





the Sth, we 


demonstration of the danger "lange btapaiabats dames 
In w couple of hours we saw the colours go up on the 
beight; and at three o'clock in the afternoon, came to a 
anchor off tho Fort, after an absence of even woeks. 

All our friends were in readiness on the beach, t 
receive ws when we landed: foremost of the first wa 
our dear little dog, who sprang from the side of Mm 
Rowley, and lying down amonget our feet, alternately 
licked the ono and the other, uetually uttering cries ef 

an inexpressible ecstasy, Diego and his wife Rots fe 
lowed with prefect and all their heart wns in it 
T could not but feel, that the tie which bound them so 
closely to us, should also bind us to them. “ Kind Mix 
tress Rota,” said my Eliza, as the old negress embraced 
her knees, “ rise, and kist my cheek, for I love you ssa 
child would love its nurse.” ‘The good womun rose, bet 
kissed the hand of her mistress, saying, “the blessing of 
our God upon my lady!” My dear wife now took my 
arm; and although the Lapescansicshy spn 
she wi to me—* Dear 
what rater AUT evens, al clea 
since we have been away, has not afforded me such heart 
felt Pearce the Itc sal pica ese a 
old creature.” 

My brother could not conceal bis chagrin, when be 
was informed that the galliot belonged to Van Kempen 
nor could anything I said to him on the #ubject pat him 
in good humour. I was sorry to observe this, but laving 
no sinister object in view, I resolved to act with kimdiew 
to my brother, yet with strict justios to every settler & 
the colony. After a while, however, be seemed to tube 
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some interest in the detail of our voyage, on which I had 
entered with our good friend the Parson; the ladies, the 
while, having conyrogated in tho piazza, whore my sister 
‘Drake was holding forth on all the extraordinary things 
she had seen at St. Domingo, and Curagoa. 

In the morning, I visited the rising village, where I 
found Van Kempen’s wife in all the transports a Dutch 
woman may be capable of exhibiting, at the good fortune 
of her husband, yet busy in making preparations for the 
people he had brought home to her. There were only 
two rooms, and a small central hall in her house, 8o that 
it would be impossible, with any kind of comfort, to 
lodge there two families, But, perhaps, Van Kempen’s 
wife did not care about comfort, if she could but manage 
the thing in any way. However, I saw the difficulty, 
and told her the new comers should have the adjoining 
howe, if ler hosband chose to take it; with which infor- 
mation the ludy was much pleased, and expressed her 
thanks in the best English she could muster, on the 
occasion. 

‘On my return to breakfast, Diego requested to know 
what he was to do with the broad-tailed sheep, which, 
for the present, he bad turned into the woodland region 
with the deer. I told him, I thought he could not dis- 
pote of them better; therefore to allow them to remain, 

After breakfast, I went into consultation with my dear 
wife, on the state of the colony. I saw, with deep regret, 
the clements of strife introduced; and I stated to her my 

misgivings on the subject. After zome conversation, 
she sxid,—* Straight forward, dear Edward; follow the 
‘dictates of your own mind, which are just and upright. 
Gall the gentlemen together to-morrow; explain your 
views, and avow your sentiments; and make your plea- 
sure knows to them: you are not hound to consider the 
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T now requested Drake to send us some men, to assist 
in clearing one end of the great store-room, for Van 
'seargo. And thus ended our meeting; during 
which my brother and. Van Kempen had become friends, 
becante the measures T had taken seemed to bear hard 
om each of thom, and on them only. In consequence of 
which, I suppose, my brother intuitively directed his 
‘attention to Van Kempen, a the only person present 
likely to sympathise with him, in being made to con- 
tribate so largely and unexpectedly to the expenses of the 
island establishment. 

‘On rauster-day, the Saturday following, after a grand 
display of firing and ficld exercise, I held w general 
meeting of the people, to whom I repented some of the 
fondamental laws of the settlement. And I then ex- 
pressed my wish, that all tradesmen should live in the 
‘yillege; and purchase provisions with their earnings, 
from those who have no trade beyond the produce of the 
earth. Tn conclusion, I said, that it gave me great 

to observe the progress many of the children 
‘and others had made in the manufactory of plait and 
| bats; and T ventured to hope, that in a short time we 
|) should Kare sbandance of money circulating among os, 
and every comfort we could desire, 
| On Sunday, the 13th, there was a fall meeting of the 
colony at prayers, under the spacious canopy erected 
beneath the towering shade of the vencrable and gigantic 
_ silk-eotton tree, It was highly satisfactory to witness 
_ the devotion of all present, and the great good order and 
cleanliness of old and young, Protestants and Catholics, 
Spaniards, Germans, Dutch, English, whites, blacks, 
and mulattoes—a motley group; soldiers and sailors, 
artificers and husbandmen; yet one flock, under one 
shepherd; brought, and kept together, by the unity of 
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ofall kinds, There was abundance of small money in 
circulation; and thus the commercial wheel had been 
pace ent it promised speodily to bring grist to the 
mill. 

On Drake's return from Jamaica, he brought with hi 
two bags of cotton seeds, by Van Kempen’s suggeation ; 
which, subsequently, were planted throughout the sheep- 
walk on Edward's Island; the soil and situation being 
well adapted to the growth of cotton; and, in conse- 
quence, the sheep were temoved to East Field, a fine 
pasturage opposite the Turtle Islands, The Governor 
‘ent me, by this opportunity, three artillery-men, all 
married men, two of whom had families, the other none; 
also two mulattoos, young froo men, tolorably well trainod 
to the fife and dram. Twas glad of this accession to our 
military corps; for by his letters, as well as others I now 
received from England, I eaw many reasons to expect 
that we must soon come to blows with the Spaniards, 

‘The artillery-men were located in the village; but the 
two mulatto young men were lodged with Diego, and 
‘appointed to attend on me at the mansion as servants, 
‘when not called out on military daty. 

Towards the end of the year, Allwood the younger, 
‘Hart the mason, Herbert the tailor, Gerard Onder the 
weaver, William Gortz the pork-butcher, Pablo Ximenes 
the straw man, Piedro Nomez the cigar muker, occupied 
houses respectively in the village, and my two sawyers, 
with their wives, occupied another. Van Kempen pos- 
sewed two, and one had been allotted to the artillery-men. 
‘The elder Allwood retained his lot and house at Edward"s 
‘Island; and os he sccmed to have set his heart on it, 
T would not insist on his removing to the village, nor 
‘adopt any measures of rack-rent to force him to quit 
his original dwelling, The two New Englanders had 
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and all children born in bondage, to be made fee, on 
attaining their one and twentieth year. My brother, also, 
had purchased six negro men, and four girls; and these 
‘new servants were brought from Jamaica, in the Tom 
Cod, early in December. 

Tr consequence of these accessions, [removed Xavier, 
with Hachinta his wife, and master George, the first- 
bom of ourislands, together with the apprentice Matthew, 
whom I had placed with Xavier, to the lot at Edward's 
Island, vacated by Hart the mason, now removed to the 
‘village. Xavier was my old friend, and I was happy in 
‘an opportunity of conferring on him a kindness: 1 gave 
him the house, and allotment of land, in perpetuity, for 
the consideration of one hend of Indian corn yearly. My 
dear wife participated in the pleasure of settling our old 
friends 0 comfortably; and seized on the occasion, to 

her wish that something might be done for our 
most faithful servants and friends, Diego and Rota, Bat 
these excellent people were too useful, and even necessary 
to me, to be alienated from us; we therefore agreed 10 
give them a salary of one hundred dollars « year, and « 
handsome suit of clothes anaually. 

When those intentions wore made known, Master 
Diego and his Donna wore much gratified: perhaps 
more by the mark of our regard, than by the reward that 
eccompanicd it, Yet nothing less than my old bluc and 
gold uniform coat, remade into something of another 
form, would satisfy Master Diego; to which the old 
cocked hat, with a cockade, must be added. These were 
for days of state, and I rather expected he would desire 
a peruke algo. My dear wife gave one of the negro girls 
to Mistress Rota, to keep her house in order; and it 
was now thought right to disencumber them of the two 
mulatto lads; who were, therefore, turned ae to lodge 

oy 
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On Monday, the 26th of December, all the poople of 
the islands assembled by previous summons, to attend 
divine service under the sacred canopy of the greut tree. 
After which they betook themeolves to the isthmus; 
nearly half a mile of which, at this season of the year, is 
thrown into shade soon after mid-day by the promontory ; 
whore @ variety of amusements were set on foot—our 
isthmean games! Assos wore made to run races, and 
Drake's sailors were the jockeys. Some planks had been 
pierced in their centre, and placed on a pivot, with their 
ends connected by pieces of board at equal distances, 80 
as to form a large horizontal wheel: the boys and girls, 
and some of the younger negroes, got on them, and were 
whirled round with more or less velocity, to their groat 
delight. The dram and fifo kept the dancers going; und 
to regule the whole party, my deur wife had taken care 
to provide tea and coffee, and lemonade and cigars in 
abundance. We gaye a grand dinner at tho mansion, 
and a royal salute wus fired from the Fort, in commemo- 
ration of the Nativity. The day was made a day of joy 
to ourselves, and to the people, 

‘The following Sabbath brought the year to a clove, 
when we returned thanks to Almighty God for all the 


blessings he had given us to enjoy. 
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othor little manufactured things, products of our island 
industry. My care was to preserve peace and order, 
and prevent the landing of spirits. Doctor Gordon, as 
fiscal, was faithful to his trust; and took special caution 
to collect his daties without vexation or embarrassment 
to the traders; the amount of which soon exceeded nll 

In this month, we had an accession of four families 
from Charles Town, Carolina, They were English emi- 
grants, who had sailed from Hull, with un intention of 
going to Georgia, but did not reach it; for having met 
the captain of my brother's vessel at Charles Town, 
where they had been obliged to put in, he persunded 
them to accompany him to Seaward Islands, instead of 
persevering to go forward. I settled these people at 
Soldiers’ Town, oxcopting one family, sent to occupy a 
vacant house at Allwood’s Bay. 

Barly in March, Drake returned from Jamaica, brings 
ing letters with him, that had arrived there from England. 
The accounts we had received from Awbury and Hart~ 
land, were of the most comfortable nature; und not less 
#0 0 letter from Perry and Cos enclosing & statement of 
my accounts, It appeared that I had now a balance in 
their books of 54761. On quitting Englund two years 
ago, I hod left in their hands 4508¢.; since that period, 
they had received for interest on my stock, 3708, Mr, 
Goldsmith had remitted to them, in the two yoars 800i, 
being half the rents of Hartland; less, 50/. Bosidos, I 
had credit for 160%, being interest of the money left 
donating in their hands, I had drawn since I quitted 
England, 36951, including the amount of the settlement 
madeon Mrs. Drake. Such was the state of my necount: 
yet, I thank God, it has neither been by meannesses, nor 
by exactions, that my circumstances were brought into 
40 flourishing a condition, 
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she was a vessel of a large class, being pierced for twenty 
guns; I therefore ordered the captain to be received 
with a guard; and I then thought it proper to drees 
myself, and those about me, in a manner suitable to the 
occasion. In a short time, he wns introduced by Drake. 
‘Master Diego being attired in the old suit of blue and 
gold, stood behind my chair in waiting, ready to officiate 
‘as interpreter. After many compliments from the Spanish 
captain, and an assurance on my part that his ship should 
be speedily repaired, I desired him to be seated and find- 
= he spoke French, T dispensed with Diego; then, after 

conversation, and a further ussurance of 
Fea him efficient service, I requested his company 
‘at dinner. 

Diego, who was always at hand on these occasions, 
came in on being called, Before I had time to speak 
yo him, the Spanish captain, who now was on his legs, 
addressed him thus:—‘ Senhor Diego! I have the 
happiness of being your nameske.”—" Don Diego!” 
replied my sable friend, bowing low and courteously 
before ho anewered. “I am much honoured; but your 
Excollency has many other names, no doubt, besides 
Diego." —* No, indeed,” answered the caballero, “ only 
Freza."—“I like you for that, good master,” replied 
old Diego; * I nover knew very good people have very 
many names.” I now ordered Senhor Diego to attend 
on Don Diego, and to inform me as to anything he 
might wish to be done. Drake and the Spaniard, with 
the Spanfard’s namesake, now took their leave, and set 
‘immediately to work to arrange matters for repairing the 
bottom of the damaged ship. 

When they were gone, [ desired Sergeant Craig to 
signify to the people, that they must all do military duty 
«0 long as the Spanish vessel remained: I told hima, also, 
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‘Early in May, my dear wife and myself proposed 
making a regular visit to every place in the islands, On 
Monday, the 7th, we commenced our * Progress," as it 
was called in the days of good Queen Bess. But instead 
of travelling with a large retinue of courtiers and retainers, 
my sweet vice-quoen, and her maid of honour Rosalie, 
myself, and master Diego, with our fuithfal little dog, 
were intended to constitute the whole cortege. Early in 
the morning, just as the day had dawned, our two mules 
were brought to the door; and the two nsses also, which 
had been trained to carry Mr. Rowley's children, They 
‘wore gorgeously caparisoned with a velvet back cushion, 
and a richly fringed bridle for the oceasion. The lady 
and Romlie were soon seated. T then mounted my mule, 
and Master Diego, in his best attire, bestrode the others 
and thus in cayaloade, with Bidele running in udvancey 
we set forth for the foot of the steep path that leads to 
the flag-staf on the promontory. We did not proceed 
direct for our destination, but tarned off in the contrary 
direetion, making a detour of the silk-cotton tree. If 
thia were to be a journey devoted solely to feeling, we 
might have stopped here; there being food enough, with- 
‘out going further, to dilate the heart, and give birth to 
reflections at once the most delightful and absorbing 5 
but we proceeded. On approaching the litte spring 
where once Fidele and his mistress killed an iguana, he 
instinctively ran up to it, It is there,” said Diego, 
“where T first drank water here! and it was under that 
tree T took my first sleep! and they are as holy places 
to me, good master, Sir Edward."—“ And it was under 
that tree, Diego,” rejoined my dear wife, “that your kind 
waster, and myself, were sitting, when we first discovered 
you in the canoe; and it is an event I look buck upon 
with a grateful pleasure.” 
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‘us, was now mado doubly so, by being on the spot whore 
they had taken place. 

The girths being tightened, we all remounted our 
cavalry, if mules and asses may be so called; but they 
are the only sort of cattle that could achieve tho rugged 
ascent. These sure-footed stords never make a halt nor 
stumble; the rider having no other care than to give 
the animal his head, and keep fast hold of the pommel 
of the saddle: and so we did; and thus we proceeded 
upwards at ense, and in safety. Tt wns pleasing to see 
the fruit trees on euch side of us, as we ascended; the 
work of a few minutes of recreation, when my Eliza with 
her boshand and her dog made her first ascent. We 
also marked the spot in our way, where Fidele had 
surprised the armadillo, now lost, and almost forgotten. 
After » stoudy climb of half an hour, tho party arrived 
‘at the flag-staff, where I found Sergeant Craig before 
us, on duty for the morning look-out, 

At this commanding position we halted, and looked 
round in eestazy, over land and sea, in silent admiration. 
But Rosalie could not long restrain her feelings on the 
occasion, whatever they might be. “ Voild!" dit-elle, 
“tout le monde aw-dessous!" Her exclamation reminded 
me of one of our Germans, who cried out, “ Gorts Ueber- 
hal ?” whon the pork-butchor climbed up the rock, after 
one of his pigs. It must be confessed, however, that the 
associntion did on injustice to the eentiment of Rosalie: 
she alluded only to tho expanse of earth and water, but 
the German dealt out a sarcasm, by double entendre— 
Gorts above all the world. 

Having rested our animale, and eatisfied our wander- 
ing and admiring eyes, we proceeded along the crest of 
the promontory, towards the isthmus, Something less 
than a conple of miles brought us to the edge of the pre- 
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that she had been correct,—it was even they watching 
our return. 

‘The forenoon was far advanced when we made our 
sppearance at the mansion. Dear Mistress Rota had laid 
out a nice breakfast of fruit, and wine, and tea, invit- 
ingly waiting for us; and with which we refreshed our 
selves; but being tired, we then Inid down for a few 
hours to rest. During our repose,—for we did not sleep, 
our attention was awakened by hearing Rosalie talk to 
‘Mrs. Rowley’s little girls, sometimes in French, in which 
she had well instructed them, sometimes in English, 
deseribing to them all the wonderful events of the 
morning. The pass was impassable, the mountain was 
stapendous, the rocks were terrific, the coup-d’ail was 
sublime. Unfortunately, there was neither giant nor 
castle to finish her romance, “ Mais assurément,” dite-lle, 
“la montagne chauve soit la tte d'un géant avant le Deluge,” 
When I heard this, I could not help exclaiming, * Bravo, 
Rosalie!’ on which she and the little girls set up w 
joyous laugh, and ran off from that part of the hall, 
which, for the credit of her story, was too contiguous to 
our door, 

On tho following day, the asinine cavalry were sent 
over early in the morning, in the Avon, to Allwood's 
Bay; and we soon followed in Muster Diego's barge, 
having on this occasion a St. George's flag in the bow, 
presented to me by my friend Drake, My dear sister 
and her husband, attended by his old crew, and the other 
settlers there, received us with three cheers, which were 
as gullantly returned by Diego and his men, before we 
landed. ‘The first object that arrested our attention, was 
the fine growth and fir extended double lines of the 
Barbadoes palm, planted by Diego about three yeurs 
ago. Itis a beautiful tree, the queen of all the palm 
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atly stopped me, to observe the young cotton 
some of which bad attained a height of twelve 


ghteen inches. “They grow fast now, raina goon 
sir” said he; “two year more, plenty cotton for 
jerman women to make stockings.” This remark 
Diego, gave an additional interest to the objects 
presented themselves. A couple of miler brought 
‘the northern extremity of the bay, which terminates 
r eni-de-sao, enclosing some acres of very good 
in which acacias were growing luxuriantly, But I 
more plorsed to see in this place the orange also, 
lime, planted no doubt by Diego's patriarchs, 
they were sent round the island in « canoe, to put 
e seeds of fruit troos, and peppers in evory spot fit 
‘reception near the shores, 
ce wemade our way between the southern point of 
orse-shoe rock and a sand-hill; proceeding onward 
west side of the island, with the intention of riding 
wi as far us the high hills behind Drake's chdtewu. 
‘were soon stopped in our progress, by trees and 
ood, extending from the lower hills to the water's 
‘Paroquets were here in abundance, and some of 
‘ood's gallenas, for anything I know to the 
hideous sereaming; then to our 
Diego thought he saw a herd of peccaries, on 
he very sogaciously dismounted, and took up 
with him on the mule. We, in consequence of 
retraced our steps; and arrived at the 
time cnough to dress for dinner. Here we were 
friends from Peccary Field, and our worthy 
‘the mansion, 
ool of the evening, the whole party visited the 
and did not lose the opportunity of making some 
to the wives and children of the English 
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to their being led forth by Abel to browse. Tt was sur- 
prising to observe the quantity of fine milk that streamed 
from the udders of these little creatures; a large bottle~ 
shaped calabash of which was despatched by a canoe 
every morning to the further end of the isthmus for the 
children, and one was now ready fillod to send away. 
On Thursday morning, arrangemonts having been 
made for a general examination at the school-room, we 
arrived there at ten o'clock. Nearly every individual of 
the colony was before us; and the number of children 
‘under tuition now exceeded fifty, besides some women. 
‘The heads of the classes read to us, and they all ox- 
hibited their writing, which did much credit to Mr, 
Rowley, and to thomeclves generally. Afler this, spe- 
cimens of their work in plait and hats were shown; on 
which oceasion Van Kempen said,—! The best proof that 
ean be given of their success is, that they who some time 
go could make a hat worth no more than one dollar, 
ean now make a hat worth two dollars;” and to show his 
‘sincerity, he purchased some of their manufactures on 
the spot, at the high prices he named. The whole busi- 
ness wus over by two o'clock; when the books and straw- 
work were removed, and the tables spread with plantain 
tarts, cocoa-nut cakes, pine-apples, melons, and oranges, 
for the refreshment and encouragement of our young 
eehiolars, and straw-workers, Pablo Ximenes and his 
wifis, did not go without commendation ; and, asa reward 
far their good conduct, they were now scitled permanently 
in a honse at no considerable distance from the school- 
room, My brother gave ug a magnificent dinner at 
Peecary Fiold on tho occasion, to which all the principal 
people in the island bad been invited, not excepting Van 
Kempen and his wife, whom I was happy to see theres 
and apparently on very good terms with their host: the 
‘VOL. i. s 
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at this season of the year was in great beauty, we soon 
entered the pass cut by Diego and his men between the 
hills, On emerging from the defile, we suddenly opened 
the fine district occupied by the Germans. They had 
profited by the goodness of the soil and the aspect: their 
crops were highly promising, and their grounds in the 
best possible order. Their houses, and every thing within 
them, appeared neat, and clean, and orderly: the women 
were all employed, either in knitting or spinning, The 
widow of Schneider lamented that she was entirely in- 
Aebted to the goodness of her neighbours, for keeping 
her grounds in order; and gave me to understand that 
Herman Brandt, one of Van Kempen’s sailors, would 
marry her, if he might leave the galliot, and live with 
her. 1 promised her my best services on the occasion ; 
which, not many days after, T had an opportunity of 
rendering effectually; and Brandt took possession of 
Schneider's widow, und allotment. Gortz’s house and 
grounds were vacant, the stoccade of which was con- 
verted into a sort of piggery, his house being filled with 
wood and old casks. 1 therefore resolved to offer it to 
one of the emigrant families now at Soldiers’ Town, there 
‘being three families in two houses. In a few days afer 
my return, this arrangement was carried into effect, by 
their drawing lots; and the prize fell to David Empson, 
worthy man, with a wife and three children, one of 
whom, a boy of twelve years of age, promised fhirly soon 
to become u good agriculturist. 

Before I quitted the Gorman settlement, we paid a 
‘visit to the tomb of the unfortunate man who had fallen 
‘@ victim to intemperance; und contemplated his fate, I 
hope, with that compassion which is ever due from one 
frail mortal to another, From this spot we attempted the 
untried ascent to the flag-staff on the northern height of 
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weaver, Pedro Nomez, the cigar-maker, and others, with 
whose success and industry 1 was much gratified. The 
carpenters had made great progress; there were fifteen 
houses finished, und some others begun. There was, 
notwithstanding, a regret mixed up with this display of 
colonial prouperity. ‘The face of the place was changed, 
‘The beantiful stream of water, which we had discovered 
gushing freely from the rock, and where Fidele and our 
ducks used to drink, and bathe delighted in its clear rill, 
‘was now covered in, or directed to flow unseen; a vessel 
was unloading at the rock, which before bad stood in 
such romantic solitude; boats aml canoes were at the 
landing-place behind it; people were going to and fro to 
the storehouses: the thicket was no more; its place was 
eceupied by storehouses, tield-pieces, and s kennel for 
our watch-dog: the wooden palace, once our pride, and 
our happy and silent retreat from labour, was now con- 
‘verted into a guard-room, before which the sentinel stood 
with firelock and fixed bayonet. We turned our back 
tupou this scene, with something like a fecling of self 
condemnation at what we had done. 

On entering the woodland region, the unchanged face 
of the hill, and ample shade of the surrounding trees, 
refreshed our spirits; and as we lingered on the way, 
our four beutiful deer, with three pretty fhwns, ap- 
proached closely to us, With these we held communion 
quite to our taste; and during the hour in which we 
stood gazing on them, it brought back our minds to that 
tone of delightful composure, which fo us constituted the 
chief charm of life. 

Before the middle of the month, all the harvest that 
this season of the year produced, was well got inj and 
soon after, the rains fell in torrents for nine days. On 
the cessation of which, the agriculturist again put in his 
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and all children born in bondage, to be mado free, on 
attaining their one and twentieth year. My brother, also, 
had purchased six negro men, und four girls; and these 
new servants were brought from Jamaica, in the Tom 
‘Cod, early in December. 

In consequence of these necessions, Tremoved Xavier, 
with Hachinta his wife, and mnster George, the first- 
born of our islands, together with the apprentice Matthew, 
whom I had placed with Xavier, to the lot at Edwand's 
Tsland, vacated by Hart the mason, now removed to the 
village. Xavier was my old friend, and I was happy in 
an opportunity of conferring on him a kindness: I gave 
him the house, and allotment of land, in perpetuity, for 
the consideration of one head of Indiun corn yearly, My 
dear wife participuted in the pleasure of settling our old 
friends so comfortably; and seized on the occusion, tu 
express her wish that something might be done for our 
most faithful servants and friends, Diego and Rota. But 
these excellent people were too usefitl, and even necessary 
to me, to be alienated from us; we therefore agreed to 
give them a salary of one hundred dollars @ year, and a 
handsome suit of clothes annually. 

When these intentions were male known, Master 
Diego and his Donna were much gratified: porhaps 
more by the mark of our regard, than by the reward that 
accompanied it, Yet uothing less than my old blae and 
gold uniform coat, remade into something of another 
form, would satisfy Master Diogo; to whieh the old 
cocked hat, with a cockade, must be added. These were 
for days of state, and I rather expected he would desire 
a perukealso, My doar wife gave one of the nogro girls 
to Mistress Rota, to keep her house in order; and it 
was now thought right to disencamber them of the two 
mulatto lads; Paliob snes ety Faria Se lodge 

x 
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On Monday, the 25th of December, all the people of 
tho islands aseembled by previous summona, to attend 
divine service under the sacred canopy of the great tree. 
Afier which they betook themselves to the isthmus; 
nearly half a mile of which, at this season of the year, ix 
thrown into shade soon after mid-day by the promontory ; 
where a variety of amusements were set on foot—our 
fsthmean gumes! Asses were made to run races, and 
Drake's sailors were the jockeys, Some planks had been 
piereed in their contro, and placed on a pivot, with their 
ends connected by pieces of board at equal distances, so 
ge to form a large horizontal wheel: the boys and girls, 
and some of the younger nogroes, got on them, and were 
whirled round with more or les# velocity, to their great 
delight, The drum and fife kept the dancers going; and 
to regale the whole party, my dear wife had taken care 
to provide tea and coffee, and lomonade and cigars in 
abundance. We gave a grind dinner at the mansion, 
‘and 2 royal salute was fired from the Fort, in commemo- 
ration of the Nativity, The day was made a day of joy 
t0 oarselres, and to the people. 

‘The following Sabbath brought the year to a close, 
when we returned thanks to Almighty God for all the 
blessings he had given us to enjoy. 
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too much respect for Mr. Rowley, to say anything in 
voply to his remark; but she told me afterwards, that if 
any other person had offered such an apology for the 
minister, she would not have Jet it pass 60 easily. “Yet, 
my dear Edward,” added ahe, “ perhaps there is no one 
less capable than myself of forming a true judgment 
respeoting Sir Robert Walpole, for T have long disliked 
him; and now, the only sentiment I can entertain towards 
him, must be that of indignation,’ 

On the following morning, I saw Captain Knight, 
having deemed it proper to enter fully with him on the 
subject: I therefore made him acquainted with all the cir- 
cumstances of the caso; and concluded what I had to my, 
hy signifying my intention to go forward in two or three 
days. He then told me, that on bis arrival at Jimaica, 
he received orders to hold himeclf in readiness to proceed 
with despatches to Seaward Ielands, and then retern; 
but on the arrival of « frigate from England, he was 
informed that there was also another service for him to 
perform, At length, he received his despatches for Sea~ 
ward Islands, and at the same time was charged with a 
letter to the Governor of Carthagenn, “ I understand,” 
said he, “the official letter goes crying preceri; but f 
believe the whole business of these apologies to be a 
ruse; for I have received a Mr. Rentone om board, who 
came out from England in the frignte, by order of the 
Admiralty, He is instructed to make himself muster of 
the localities of Carthagena and Porto Bello, and the 
adjacent coasts; with which already he is protty well 
acquainted: and T am directed to give him all the faeili- 
ties in my power.” “Surely,” added he, “ this looks 
something like an Irish apology—Collce and pistols for 
two.” — “1 am glad to hear this, Captain Knight,” 1 
replied; “for T now feel strengthenad in the determina 
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other Tittle manufactured things, products of our island 
industry. My care was to preserve peace and order, 
and prevent the landing of spirits. Doctor Gordon, as 
fiscal, was faithful to bis trast; and took special caution 
to collect his duties without vexation or embarrassment 
to the traders; the amount of which soon exceeded all 
‘expectations. 

In thie month, we had an accession of four familios 
from Charles Town, Carolina. They were English emi- 
grants, who had sailed from Hull, with an intention of 
going to Georgia, but did not reach it; for having met 
the captain of my brother's veascl at Charles Town, 
where they had been obliged to put in, he persuaded 
them to accompany him to Seaward Islands, iustead of 
persevering to go forward. I settled these peoplo at 
Soldiers’ Town, excepting one family, sent to occupy a 
vacant house at Allwood’s Bay. 

Early in March, Drake returned from Jamaica, bring 
‘ing letters with him, that had arrived there from England. 
‘The accounts we had received from Awbury and Hart- 
land, were of the most comfortable nature; and not Tess 
#0 a letter from Perry and Co,, enclosing a statement of 
‘my accounts. It appeared that I had now a balance in 
their books of 64761. On quitting England two years 
ago, I had left in their hands 46032; since that period, 
they had received for interest on my stock, 3708, Mr. 
Goldsmith had remitted to them, in the two years 8001, 
being half the rents of Hartland; less, 50/. Besides, T 
thad credit for 160, being interest of the money left 
floating in their hands, Thad drawn since I quitted 

86951, including the amount of the settlement 
| amadeon Mrs. Drake. Such was the state of my account: 
| -yot, I thank God, it has neither been by meannesses, nor 

by exactions, that my circumstances were brought into 
‘so flourishing a condition. 


7 él 
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‘on the Spanish main, falling in with the land to the enst- 
ward, whence we reconnoitred its coast to the west for 
a couple of days; during which time, almost every day, 
there was a heavy fill of rain, with violent gusts of wind 
from the land, Notwithstanding the badness of the 
weather, the veseels rounded Point Galera, and stood 
into the bay; Mr, Rentone keeping a sharp look-out on 
the line of coast, for some days. When off Point Canoa 
we stood out again to sens and on the 12th stood in for 

and received @ pilot. The vessels passed 
through the Bocca Chica (a narrow passage, with strong 
castles or batteries on cach hand going in); then, after 
some awkward tacking, occasioned by the baffling winds 
and aqually weather, the vessels in a couple of hours 
sailed with a flowing sheet in tothe inner harbour; passing 
through a channel mach narrower than the Bocca Chica, 
and almost as strongly fortified; having a mngnificent 
castle on the right, with fifty pieces of cannon, and also 
a formidable battery on the left. In a few minutes after 
passing this strait, or rather a large shoal that lies beyond 
iit, we came to an anchor, Fort San Lazars bearing north. 

Tho weather being unsettled, detracted much from the 
pleasure we should have received from the many striking 
‘objects which now presented themselves. The buildings 
appeared superb, the fortifications grand and imposing, 
the harbour spacious, and the country beyond luxuriant, 
In the course of a few hours a salute was fired by the 
sloop of war, and returned by the Castle, Soon after 
this, Captain Knight went on shore with his letter, 

‘On his return, he came on board the Porghee, and 
told me the reply he received from the Governor; which 
was, that he would transmit the letter to Old Spain: his 
Excellency adding, that, however painful to him, he was 
obliged to desire that the King of England's vessels (now 
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sho wns = vessel of a large class, being pierced for twenty 
guns; I therefore ordered the captain to be received 
with a guard; and I then thought it proper to dress 
tnyself and those about me, in a manner suitable to the 
occasion. In a short time, he was introduced by Drake. 
‘Master Diego being attired in the old suit of blue and 
gold, stood behind my chair in waiting, ready to officiate 
‘asinterpreter. After many compliments from the Spanish 
captain, and an assurance on my part that his ship should 
be spocdily repaired, I desired him to be seated; and find- 
jing he spoke French, I dispensed with Diego; then, after 
some general conversation, and a further assurance of 
‘rendering him efficient service, I requested his company 
at dinner. 

Diego, who was always at hand on these occasions, 
came in on being called, Before I had time to speuk 
40 him, the Spanish captain, who now was on his legs, 
addressed him thus: —“ Senhor Diego! L have the 
happiness of being your namesake.’—“ Don Diego!” 
replied my sable friend, bowing low and conrteously 
before he answered. “I am much honoured; but your 

has many other names, no doubt, besides 
No, indeed,” answered the caballero, “ only 
Freza.”—“ 1 Uke you for that, good muster,” replied 
old Diego; “I never knew very good people have very 
‘many names.” I now ordered Senhor Diego to attend 
on Don Diego, and to inform me as to anything he 
‘might wish to be done. Drake and the Spaniard, with 
‘the Spaninrd’s namesake, now took their leave, and sct 
immediately to work to arrange matters for repairing the 
bottom of the damaged ship. 
ie When they were gone, I desired Sergeant Craig to 
- signify to the peoplo, that they must all do military duty 
90 long us the Spanish vessel remained: T told his, also, 
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a fill opportunity of observation to Mr. Rentone. This 
was on Thursday, the 2d of August. 

‘My dear wife and myself now went on board Captain 
Knight's ship, loaving our things behind in the Porghce, 
which immediately afterwards stood off to sea, while the 
sloop of war worked up to the entrance of the harbour 
alone. Knight now seized the opportunity to ask me 
what the Governor of Curthagena meant by tho expres- 
sion he had used? «He meant,” [ replied, “to call 
somebody rascal? but whether you, or Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, or his Majesty, I cannot tell.”"—" If I had known 
that, when my car caught the expression,” replied the 
honest seaman, his eye flashing with indignation, “I 
would have knocked him down, if I had been sure to 
hang for it.” The trial of his mettle, poor fellow! was 
nearer at hand than he expected. On our arrival within 
the shot of Tron Fort, the Spaninrds fired, and we hove 
to, our colours having been hoisted all day, Soon after, 
@ bout came on board to demand our business; and the 
officor having heard it, answered, that his orders were to 
warn any English vessels of war, as well ax others, off 
the coast; and he was sure the Governor would not 
allow us to go in, However, we might anchor where 
wo wore, until he should take in the letters sent from 
England; after which we should know the pleasure of 
his Excellency. 

I received no communication from the Governor entil 
the next morning, Our situation in the night, from 
severe gusts of wind, attended by thunder and lightning, 
had been extremely unplensant; but it was paradise to 
the sitantion that awaited us, Bonts were sent at ten 
o'clock to tow ua in, the wind blowing directly out of 
the harbour, We were brought to anchor near the shore, 
close to the town on its western side, under Gloria 
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Early in May, my dear wife and myself proposed 
making a regular visit to every place in the islands. On 
Monday, the 7th, we commenced our " Progress,” as it 
‘was called in the days of good Queen Boss. But instead 

of travelling with a large retinue of courtiers aud retainers, 
my sweet vice-queen, and her maid of honour Rosalie, 
myself, and master Diogo, with our faithful little dog, 
‘were intended to constitute the whole corttye. Early in 
the morning, just as the day had dawned, our two mules 

| mere brought to the door; nd the two asses also, which 
had been trained to carry Mr. Rowley’s children. They 
‘were gorgeously caparisoned with a velvet back cushion, 
and a richly fringed bridle for the occasion, The lady 
and Resalic wore soon seated. I then mounted my mule, 
| and Mastor Diogo, in his bost attire, bestrode the other; 
and thos in cavaleade, with Fidele running in advance, 
we set forth for the foot of the steep path that leads to 
‘the flag-staff on the promontory. We did not proceed 
direct for cur destination, but turned off in the contrary 

| direction, making a detour of the silk-cotton tree. If 
this were to be a journey devoted solely to feeling, we 
might have stopped here; there being food enough, with- 
"out going farther, to dilate the hoart, and give birth to 
reflections at once the most delightful and absorbing ; 
bat we proceeded. On approaching the little spring 
‘where once Fidole and hie mistrose killed an iguana, he 
instinctively ran up to it. “Tt is there,” said Diego, 
“where T first drank water here! and it was under that 
‘tree I took my first sloep! and they ure us holy places 
to me, good master, Sir Edward.”—“ And it was under 
‘that tree, Diego,” rejoined my dear wife, “that your kind 
‘waster, and myself, were sitting, when we first discovered 
you in the canoe; und it is an event I look back upon 


Sea peas please.” . 
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self?” On hearing this, Captain Knight stood forward, 
“with fire in his eye and defiance on his front.” “Do 
you know, Governor,” mid he, “thut you are speaking 
to Sir Edward Seaward, a person equal in rank to your- 
solf, and holding most honourable commissions from 
his Majesty the King of England?” The interpreter 
was cmbarrassed: but did, I believe, explain faithfully. 
* Equal in rank to me!” was the Spaniard’s reply; “I 
do not consider the King of England himself, equal in 
rank to me!—what is he?—he is little better than a 
Dutchman!" At the moment the reply was made known 
by the interpreter, the honest and gallant sailor broke 
out,—* You d—d blackguard! do you dare thus to 
speak of my King, in my presencet” The interpreter 
on hearing this, ran out of the room: Knight followed 
him, and broaght him.back, saying—"Tell him; d—n 
him, tell him what I said.” By this time, the Governor, 
and the other three Hidalgos, were on their legs. The 
trembling interpreter repeated the exclamation of Captain 
Knight, in Spanish, The Governor, without hesitating, 
then called in some soldiers, that were conveniently 
placed in an adjoining hall, and ordered them to secure 
the English Captain. “Tene! Tenex !™ said I, follow- 
ing up what I had to say, in French 5 “if you take this 
step, here ends the conference; and look you, Don Fran- 
cisco Martinez de Retez, to the consequences; for you 
were the aggressor, by insulting the King our master,” 
The soldiers stood off. “Then, sir,” replied the Gover- 
nor to me, “what is it you desire to offer, as an apology 
and compensation for the insult and injury we sustained 
at your hands ?”—« What is it you desire of me, eir?” 
I replied. “You must ask my pardon for yourself,” 
returned he, in the most contemptuous tone; “and the 
pardon of our most august monarch, the King of all the 
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was now made doubly #0, by being on the spot where 
had taken place, 4 
being tightened, we all remounted our 
if Re dai acalaoaty Bo’ 6’ alled but they 
uly sort of cattle thut could achieve the ragged 
+ These sure-footed steeds never make a halt nor 
blo; tho rider having no other care than to give 
‘the animal his head, and keop fast hold of the pummel 
ofthe saddle: and so we did; and thus we proceeded 
fitense; and in enfety. Tt was pleasing to see 
lit troos on cach side of us, as we ascended; the 
‘ofa few minutes of recreation, when my Elizn with 
band and her dog made her first ascent. We 
d the spot in our way, where Fidele had 
the armadillo, now lost, and almost forgotten. 
‘a steady climb of half an hour, the party arrived 
- flag-staff, where T found Sergeant Craig before 
m duty for the morning look-out. 
this commanding position we halted, and looked 
il in ecstasy, over land and sea, in silent admiration. 
e could not long restrain her feelings on the 
whatever they might be, “Voila!” dit-clle, 
t le monde av-dersous !” ‘Her exclamation reminded 
one of our Germans, who cried out, “Gorte Ueber- 
when the pork-butcher climbed up the rock, after 
pige. It must be confessed, however, that the 
on did an injustice to the sentiment of Rosali 
only to the expanse of earth und water, but 
m dealt out « sarcasm, by double entendro— 
abors all the world, 
ng rested our animals, and satisfied our wander+ 
admiring eyes, we proceeded along the crest of 
mmontory, towards the isthmus, Something loss 
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that she had been correet,—it was even they watching 
‘The forenoon wns far advanced when we made our 
mppearance at the mansion. Deur Mistress Rota had laid 
nice breakfast of fruit, and wine, and tea, invit- 
waiting for ux; and with which we refreshed our- 
5 but being tired, we then laid down for a few 
hours to rest. During our repose,—for we did not sleep, 
attention was awakened by hearing Rosalie talk to 

irs. Rowley’s little girls, sometimes in French, in which 
had well instructed them, sometimes in English, 

ing to them all the wonderful events of the 
‘The pass was impassable, the mountain was 
‘the rocks were terrific, the coup-d’cif was 
Unfortunately, there was neither giant nor 








‘Theard this, E could not help exclaiming, “ Bravo, 
Von which she and the little girls eet up a 
Jaugh, and ran off from that part of the hall, 
ch, for the credit of her story, was too contiguous to 








the following day, the asinine cavalry wore sent 
‘arly in the morning, in the Avon, to Allwood's 
ry and we soon followed in Master Diego’s barge, 
on this occasion u St. George's flog in the bow, 
d to me by my friend Drake, My dear sister 
husband, attended by his old crew, and the other 






returned by Diego and his mon, before we 
‘The first object that arrested our attention, was 
growth and far extended double lines of the 
planted by Diego about three years 

am beautiful tree, the queen of all the palm 
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rolled down my choeks, From this moment, my eyes, 
which had been cither red or glassy, begun to assume 
their natural moisture and expression; and soon I beeame 
sufficiently alive to the past, to inquire what had befallen 
her; and then to ask about our companions, and the 
sloop of war, and whether anything was known respecting 
Drake. To ull of which she only replied,— All is well, 
my honoured husband; we are in the hands of God our 
Father, who will not suffer his people to perish, When 
you aro a little stronger, Tekell hare grep} satiefiction 
in answering you to all these, but not now.” She thea 
kissed my cheek, und gave me a dose of medicine, which 
the Spanieh doctor had presceibed for me. 

Tn 2 fow days I recovered strength enought to sit up, 
and soon after to go to the windows, T folt no little sur- 
prise in seeing thence, the town and harbour of Porto 
Bello at a distance below me on the one side, and nothing 
but trees and hills in every direction on the other. My 
dear wife informed me that we were in a deserted monas- 
tery, to which the Spaniards bad sent me, on some other 
persons being committed to the prison; that she, on being 
torn from me by the soldiers, had been conveyed to an 
adjacent nunnery; and thet, on my life being despaired 
of, the Lady Abbess had made intercession with the Go- 
vernor, through his confessor, to permit her to go to me. 
“And I bless God, my dear Edward,” continued she, 
“that the living principle of Christianity is to be found 
among those who desire to be devoted to Christ, even 
among Papists,”” 

My recovery was slow; for tho place in which we were, 
had been abandoned by the Friars, ite former occupants, 
on account of its unhealthiness. This solitude in the 
wilderness, was almost always enveloped in a dense atimos- 
sphere until noon. Vogetation and reptile life seemed to 
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frequently stopped me, to observe the young cotton 
shrubs, some of which had attained a height of twelve 
to eighteen inches. “They grow fast now, rains oon 
come, sir,” said he; “two year more, plenty cotton for 
all German women to make stockings.” This remark 
of honest Diego, gave an additional interest to the objects * 
that presented themselves. A couple of miles brought 
ia to the northern extremity of the bay, which terminates 
by a rocky evi-de-sac, enclosing some ucres of very good 
soil,in which acacias were growing luxuriantly. “But I 
was still more pleased to see in this place the orange also, 
and the lime, planted no doubt by Dicgo’s patriarchs, 
when they were sent round the island in a canoe, to put 
in the seeds of fruit trees, and peppers in every spot fit 
for their reception near the shores. 

‘Henee we made our way between the southern point of 
the horve-shoe rock and a sand-bill; proceeding onward 
to the west side of the island, with the intention of riding 
southward os far as the high hills behind Drake's chdteau. 
Bat we were soon stopped in our progress, by trees and 
tunderwood, extending from the lower hills to the water's 
edge. Paroquets were here in abundance, and some of 
Mrs, Allwood's gallenas, for anything 1 know to the 
contrary, making a hideous screaming; then to our 
terror, Diego thought he saw a herd of pecearies, on 
which he very sagnciously dismounted, and took up 
Fidele with him on the mule. We, in consequence of 
this obstacle, retraced our steps; und arrived at the 
chéteaw time cnough to dress for dinner. Here we were 
met by our friends from Peccary Ficld, and our worthy 
guests from the mansion, 

In the cool of the evening, the whole party visited the 
settlers, and did not lose the opportunity of making some 
little presents to the wives and children of the English 
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times overy third, sometimes every fourth day, in spite of 
Jesuit'ssbark ; with which wo were most kindly supplied 
by the Spanish doctor, who continued to visit us occa- 
sionally,. The fisherman’s hut was situated about a quar- 
ter of a mile from the extreme end of Point Cocal, having 
a little bay on cither side of it, as well to the northward, 
as to the southward. Some islands lay off the point; 
and shoals and reefs appeured nearly all round, finishing 
only about half a mile to the eouthward, where there is 
aamall tower, Tn one or other of these bays, our kind 
host went early every morning, to cast his nets for sprats, 
which ewarmed on the const; and it was our amusement 
often to accompany him. 

At intervals, during this period, my dear wifs made 
me acquainted with the circumstances, as far as she 
knew, of what had taken place after Captain Koight and 
myself were sent to prison. Immediately on our arrest, 
soldiers were sent off to take possession of the sloop of 
war, bat were repulsed by the crew. On which, Gloria 
Costle fired into her, and several of her men were killed 
or wounded. The brig instantly ent her cable without 
firing a shot, as she could not bring any of her guns to 
bear on the castle, without firing on the upper part of the 
town; and at this moment a boat came off, to tell the 
commanding officer, if he did fire on the town, the 
Governor would hang every Englishman in his power. 
My deny wife, thinking alone of me, jumped into thix 
boat, and the brig made gail to get out of the harbour; 
which she might have effected ; but foolishly heaving to, 
to return the fire of Tron Fort, was hit by the shot: then 
falling to leeward, got on the shoals to the southward 
nearly opposite, whero che struck her colours and sur- 
rendered. However, before the ensign was hauled down, 
she contrived 10 send off a boat with Mr, Rentone, in 
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to their heing led forth by Abel to browse. It was sur- 
‘ising to observe the qauntity of fine milk that streamed 
from the udders of these little creatures; a large bottle- 
shaped calabash of which was despatched by a canoe 
‘every morning to tho further ond of the isthmus for the 
children, and one was now ready filled to send away. 
On Thereday morning, arrangements having been 
made for s general oxamination at the echool-room, wo 
‘arrived there at ten o'clock, Nearly every individual of 
| the colony was before us; aud the number of children 
ander tuition now exceeded fifty, besides some women. 
‘The heads of tho classes read to us, und they all ex- 
Vibited their writing, which did much credit to Mr. 
Rowley, aud to themselves generally. After this, spe- 
‘simens of their work in plait and hats were shown; on 
which occasion Van Kempen said,—* The best proof that 
can be given of their success is, that they who some time 
ego could make a hat worth no more than one dollar, 
ean now make a hat worth two dollars;” and to show his 
sincerity, he purchased some of their manufactures on 
the spot, at the high prices he named. The whole busi- 
mess was over by twoo'clock; when the books and straw- 
work were removed, and the tables spread with plantain 
‘tarts, cocon-nut cakes, pine-apples, melons, and oranges, 
for the refreshment and encouragement of our young 
scholars, and straw-workers. Pablo Ximenes and his 
wife, did not go without commendation and, as a reward 
for their good conduct, they ware now settled permanently 
in a house at no considerable distance fram the school- 
room, My brother gave us a magnificent dinner at 
Field on the occasion, to whieh all the principal 
in the island bad been invited, not excepting Van 
and his wife, whom I was happy to see there, 
peinpewpets ‘on very good terms with net host: the 
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it this season of the year was in great beauty, we soon 
entered the pass cut by Diego and his mon betwoen the 
hills, On emerging from the defile, we suddenly opened 
the fine district occupied by the Germans. They had 
profited by the goodness of the soil and the uepect: their 
crops were highly promising, and their grounds in the 
best possible order. ‘Their houses, and every thing within 
them, appeared neat, and clean, and orderly: the women 
were all employed, either in knitting or spinning, The 
widow of Schneider lamented that she was entirely in« 
Aebted to the goodness of her neighbours, for keeping 
her grounds in order; and gave me to understand that 
Herman Brandt, one of Van Kempen’s sailors, would 
marry her, if he might leave the galliot, and live with 
her, I promised her my best services on the occasion 
which, not many days after, T had an opportunity of 
rendering effectually; and Brandt took possession of 
Schneider's widow, and allotment, Gortz’s house and 
grounds wore vacant, the stoccade of which was con- 
verted into a sort of piggery, his house being filled with 
wood and old casks. I therefore resolved to offer it to 
one of the emigrant families now at Soldiers’ Town, thore 
boing three fumilies in two houses. In n fow days after 
my return, this arrangement was carried into effect, by 
their drawing lots; and the prize fell to David Empeon, 
a worthy man, with a wife and three children, one of 
whoo, a boy of twelve years of age, promised fairly soon 
to become a good agriculturist. 

Before I quitted the German settlement, wo paid a 
visit to the tomb of the unfortunate man who had fallen 
a victim to intemperance; and contemplated his fate, I 
hope, with that compassion which is over due from one 
frail mortal to another. From this spot we attempted the 
untried ascent to the fag-stai on the northern height of 
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weaver, Podro Nomez, the cigar-maker, and others, with 
whose success and industry I was much gratified. The 
carpenters had mude great progress; there were fiftwen 
houses finished, and some others begun. There was, 
notwithstanding, a regret mixed up with this display of 
colonial prosperity. ‘The face of the placo was changed. 
‘The beautiful stream of water, which we had discovered 
gushing freely from the rock, and where Fidele and our 
ducks used to drink, and bathe delighted in its clear rill, 
was now covered in, or directed to flow unseen; a vessel 
was unloading at the rock, which before had stood in 
such romantic solitude; boats antl canoes were at the 
landing-place behind it; people were going to and fro to 
the storehouses: the thicket was no more; its place was 
occupied by storehouses, tield-pieces, and a kennel for 
our watch-dog: the wooden palace, once our pride, and 
our happy and silent retreat from labour, was now con- 
verted into a guard-room, before which the sentinel stood 
with firelock and fixed bayonet, We turned our back 
upou this scene, with something like a feeling of self: 
condemnation at what we had done. 

‘On entering the woodland region, the unchanyed face 
of tho hill, and ample shade of the surrounding treca, 
refreshed our spirite; and as we lingered on the way, 
our four benutiful deer, with three pretty fawns, ape 
proached closely to us, With these we held communion 
quite to our taste; and during tho hour in which we 
stood guzing on them, it brought back our minds to that 
tone of delightful composure, which to ue constituted the 
chief charm of life. 

Before the middle of the month, all the harvest thnt 
this season of the year produced, was well got in; and 
soon after, the rains fell in torrents for nine days, On 
the cessation of which, the agricultarist again put in his 
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roots and seeds; trusting them with a perfect faith to 
Him who gives the increase. 

During the month of June, we frequently made excur- 
sions of a morning after the bath, taking Mr. Rowley’s 
two dear little girls with us on the borricos, while my dear 
wife rode one of the mules, and myself the other. Our 
worthy parson, on those occasions, was content always 
to go in the canoe that took the milk to the school-house, 
and return to dinner by the same conveyance. 

A great part of every day was necessarily dedicated to 
the business of the colony, both by my kind-hearted help- 
mate and myself, to watch over the tempers, morals, and 
wants of the people individually, which required unre- 
mitting attention.—Still we found time to read and write; 
and my Eliza sometimes amused herself with enlarging 
the sketches she had made at different times of the places 
and objects which, on our first coming, had excited 
in us the greatest interest. We kept as much aloof as 
we could from the bustle incident to the arrival of my 
brother, or Van Kempen’s vessel; or that which was 
always greater, occasioned by the coming in of a foreigner. 
Retirement was our delight, and we courted it as much 
as lay in our power. Our home was a happy home; 
Mr. and Mrs. Rowley were good and sensible; Rosalie 
and the little girls were joyous and merry ; Fidele also 
contributed not a little to our pleasure, by his attachment 
und attentions, and by associations, whenever he offered 
himself to our notice, that never failed to warm the heart 
with kind and otherwise delightful feelings. Thus our 
time passed agreeably, and I hope usefully, wntil an unex- 
pected event called us forth to a very different scene. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


A brig of war arrived in the last week of June, from 
England and Jamaica; which, by the way, was nearly 
wrecked in her approach to the islands. By this veesel 
I received orders to proceed to Porto Bello, and deliver 
letters to the Spanish Governor, from Sir Robert Walpole 
himself; and from the Spanish Ambassador at London; 
the tenor of which was—* That amicable arrangements 
having been made between the two Courts, in January 
Jast, and a convention having been signed to carry the 
same into cicct, Sir Edward Scaward, Governor and 
‘Commander of Seaward Islands, is commanded to pro- 
ceed to Porto Bello, and offer any apology and reparation 
required, for the attack that bad been made on a certain 
tower or fort there, by two of his Britannic Majesty's 
vessels, it October, 1737, for the rescue of certain per- 
sons then in the custody of his Excellency the Governor 
‘of Porto Bello, which had in consequence been effected.” 
My instructions, however (to which translated copies of 
the Ietters to Don Franciseo Martinez de Retez, were 
annexed), went no farther than “ offer a proper apology,” 
and uny rewonnble reparation, for the alleged aggression. 

‘On reading these despatches, every honest and manly 
feeling within me rose up in rebellion against this base 
and sneaking policy. I could not but suapect thnt Sir 
Robert Walpole had seized on this occasion to mortify, 
if not disgrace me. I knew he hated me, because the 
Queen had been my friend; and now the more so, because 
his Majesty had promised me his protection. Aftor I 
had rend these infimous papers, silently, in the presence 
of Captain Knight, I retired into my wife's room, mach 
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panied him on shoro, to be of the party; on which they 
took their leave, and left me to digest the bitter potion 
my friend Sir Robert Walpole hud prescribed for me. 
After consulting with my dear wife for nearly two hours, 
turning the subject every way, and looking at it in all its 
bearings, at last we reluctantly concluded, that it was my 
duty to go to Porto Bello, and that therefore there was 
no alternative. But at tho same time, I was so thoroughly 
satisfied of the truth of her suggestions respecting Drake, 
that T resolved to use a discretional privilege in leaving 
the Porghee in the offing, and to proceed myself into the 
harbour with the sloop of war only, until F should be 
assured that no hostile intention existed in the mind of 
the Governor towards my friend and his crew. 

Having made my mind up before the dinner hour 
arrived, as to the course to be taken, I was pretty well 
myself again; but my dear Eliza could not so readily 
subdue her feelings of indignation agninst the minister; 
so that when his name came on the tapis, sho could not 
help breaking out with the following observation :-— If 
his Majesty has any fault, it is giving his confidence to 
man who must be either a fool ora knave. But, indeed, 
all knaves are fools,” continued she, “ and such his whole 
conduct towards the Spaniards will prove him to be. 
The King, glad to get rid of him at any ratey will one 
day or other dismiss him, either with a fool’s cap or a 
coronet.” This explosion of feeling, at least the latter 
part of it, amused our guest a good deal; and being, 
perhaps, as little in the habit of disguising his sontiments 
as some other persous present, he laughed heartily. 
Mr. Rowley said, he could not condemn Sir Robert 
Walpole’s policy, as it always had for its object the pro- 
servation of peace: and if the Spaniards were faithless, 
that should not be laid to his charge. My dear wife bad 

x2 








1739, NARMATIVE, 278 


tion I had made, not to compromise the honour of my 
soveraign and my country, by any dirty concessions in 
the name of the King; which baseness, I perceive, all 
partics by this time are pretty well conyinced, tends 
only to increase the insolence of Spain and her officers, 
towards ns.'" 

It was then settled that I should accompany him first 
to Carthagona, that place being to windward ; from whence 
we would go down together to Porto Bello, Burl gave 
him to understand that I had resolved to leave the Porghee 
outside, until I could discover the real mind of the Spanish 
Governor. Whon those important matters were arranged, 
T sent for Drake, and ordered him to be in readiness by 
Monday. 

‘On Satorday, we had a grand field-day; and on Sun- 
day, the Captain, and officers, and the greater part of the 
seamen belonging to the sloop of war, attended divine 
er 

1 ‘sila not dissuade my Eliza from necompanying me 
on this hateful duty. The more I pointed ont to her the 
possibility of something unpleasant occurring, the more 
sho persisted in her desire to go with me. In vain I 
pleaded my sister Mrs. Drake's critical situation, She 
only replied to this, that she would leave Rosalie with 
her; nnd that, besides, my sister would always have other 
kind friends at hand; but that her duty was to be always 
near to me. I could not but appreciate her affection, 
and therefore I yielded to hor wish, 

‘On Monday, the 2d of July, our tranks were put on 
board; in which T did not neglect to place some bags of 
dollars, and a few doubloons, lest I might find occasion 
for thom. We embarked soon after, and with the firet of 
the sea breeze sailed out of the southern passage; then, 
after » pleasant run of three days, we made Punta Galers, 
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that they hnd done the business on which they came) 
would quitthe seas of his Most Catholic Majesty. “This 
was what the interpreter told me,” contisued Captain 
Knight; “but I am sure he did not tell me all; for I 
heard the Governor repeat, more than once, ¢ Ah, bellaco!” 
and when the interpreter asked his Excellency what be 
said, he replied, ‘No digo nada,'—I say nothing. “1 
suppose,” added Captnin Knight, “the old Don has 
twigged us, and he was muttering to himself, betlaco; 
which, I take it) means war in Spanish."—* I will tell 
you what it means, when we get out to soa, my good 
friend,” I replied; * but not till then.” 

Having made but a superficial reconnoitre of Cartha~ 
gena, our two vessels were ordered to quit the port at 
daylight next morning. And accordingly, by break of 
day, several Spanish boats took the two vessels in tow; 
‘and we had the honour of being escorted by two of their 
moeu-of-war brigs, towed out in the same manner, As 
soon as we were clear of the channel, the boats returned, 
but the brigs stood out with us to sea. To get rid of 
these unwelcome companions, Captain Knight made all 
sail to the northward; and before night we ran them 
nearly out of sight. As the day closed, our vessels 
altered their course to south-west; and before daylight we 
stood in again for the Spanish main, making the land 
inthe evening. For ten days we reconnoitred the nearest 
shores of the Gulf of Darien; during which time we saw 
several traders,;—most likely smugglers, for they always 
ran from us; bat it was not our object to speak with 
them. Another week was employed in looking at the 
coast between the Galf of Daricn and Porto Bello; and 
having effected this, our vessels stood out at sea ten 
lengues from the land; stretching in again to make the 
Isle of Orange, to leeward of the port, so as to afford 
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Castle. Preliminary arrangements were now made for 
my reception at Government-house; but the salute which 
Captain Knight offered wus refused ot Icost, they would 
uot promise to return it, whieh amounted to the same 
thing. 

My audience was Gxed for the afternoon, after the 
great Doas had dinod, and smoked, and taken their siesta. 
So, accordingly, at half.past three o'clock, after receiving 
an affectionate and cheering word from my beloved Eliza, 
I sccompanied Captain Knight in his pinmace on shore, 
where wo were mot by an officer, who attended us to 
the Alcozer or Government-house, We were ushered in 
here without the least respect; no guard turned out— 
no pervon whutever in the anto-room to receive us, but 
negroes In livery, The offieer who had accompanied ue 
from the landing-place (it seems merely to show us the 
way) now walked into the audionce-room, desiring us to 
follow him. Hore wo saw the greaf man, and ten or & 
oven other persons, in blue uniform with red lining, 
walking about. As soon as we made our appearance, 
three or four of thom sat down. ‘The situation in which 
we were placed, thus became at once extremely di 
able. I looked ut Captain Knight, and he at me; but 
‘not a word was spoken for a considerable time. At last, 
not under the influence of the best foelings, I addrested 
the Governor in plain English:—Is your Excellency 
disposed to receive my mission in the spirit of friendship 
—in the came epitit in which I am direoted by the mini- 
ster of the King of England towait on you?" To whieh 
T received the following reply, through an interpreter 
present: You are sent to me by the English Govern- 
mont ns a culprit, to make apologies and restitutions for 
the insults and injuries committed by people, under your 
ordens, two years ogo.— What have you to say for your- 
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On bearing this, Captain Knight stood forward, 
Sire in his eve and defiance on his front.” “Do 
yea now, Governor,” said be, “that you are speaking 
Edwani Seaward, a person equal in rank to your 
i oliing most honourable commissions from 
es Majescy the King of England?” The interpreter 
was eadurrasead: bat did, I believe, explain fk 
~ East im rank to me!” was the Spaniards rep; “ 
i. cc comer de King of England hineeld eel a 
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cprewer, the honest and gallant sailor broke 
You d—d blackguard! do you dare thus to 

King, in my presence?” The interpreter 
ran oat of the room: Knight followed 
¢ him back, saying—“Tell him; d—n 
I said.” By this time, the Governor, 
see Hidalgos, were on their legs. The 


. The Governor, without hesitating, 
in seme soldiers, that were conveniently 
ining hall, and ordered them to secure 
in. “ Tenez! Tenez’~ zaid I, tollow- 
I aad to say, in French; “if you take this 
xe ends the conterence; and look you, Don Fran- 
x de Retez, to the consequences; for you 
or. by insulting the King our master.” 
T: oud off. * Then, sir,” replied the Gover- 
it you desire to offer, as an apology 
sation for the insult and injury we sustained 
—*+ What is it you desire of me, sir?” 
ced. ~You must ask my pardon for yourself,” 
ed he. in the most contemptuous tone; “and the 
panica of var most angust monarch, the King of all the 
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Indies, on the part of the King of England; and pay 
down ten thousand dollars, as the ransom of the people 
you dared to tuke away.” I hesitated for some time 
before I made a reply. “Surely, Sir Edward,” exclaimed 
wy gallant companion, “you are never going to comply 
with this!” I made Aim no answer; bat as soon as I 
could ruake my mind up to the subject, sceing the situn- 
tion in which we were placed, T said,—T will ask your 
pardon, Don Francisco, as far as respects myself, and I 
will pay you the ten thousand dollars; but so far from 
asking pardon of the King of Spain, on behalf of my 
august master, T tell you, that unless you ask my pardon 
for the insult you have just offered to the King of 
England, by what you have enid, I have only to say to 
you, that T will depart.” I spoke this in French; he 
desired me to repeat it in English, which I did; and 
immediately on the interpreter giving it in Spanish, he 
ordered both Captain Knight and myself to be arrested. 
‘There were a dozen soldiers at this time in the hall, 
besides the officers waiting on the Governor; and 
although we repelled all rnanual ingult, yot seeing that it 
would be worse than useless to offer further resistance, we 
allowed ourselves to be marched off out of his presence, 
We, however, could not believe that this savage was in 
earnest, to act 20 in contumacy of all established law 
betwoen nations; therefore expected that after having 
thus shown his power over us, he would send us away: 
but we were mistaken; the guard lodged us in a horrible 
prison, in two separate cells, for they could nos be called 
Tooms, anil a sentinel was placed at each door, 

In w few minutes after my incarceration, I felt all the 
horrors of my situation; but they bad reference only 10 
the distress in which this transaction mast involve my. 
beloved wif; und the dreadful uncertainty of what might 
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relief to the agony of my mind, which otherwise would 
have been intolerable. No one came near me all day. 
T bled a good deal; but I soon felt satisfiod that the 
sword had not passed into my chest, but only through 
the outer flesh of the ribs; and I therefore ventured to 
hope, as I was likely to survive this violence, that our 
‘God, in mercy, wonld in the end restore me to my beloved 
and faithfal wife; and finish this awful dispensation with 
grace and blessedness:—' if not in this world,” said T to 
mipself, with 2 deep sigh, “ certainly in the next." 

Tnow fell asleep. After it was dark, T was awakened 
by an officer, who had brought a surgeon with him. My 
wound was cxamined and dressed. I asked these visitors 
some questions In English, and in French, and triod the 
effect of Spanish word or two that T happened to know 5 
but T could get no reply, They ordered ome lemonade, 
whieh was brought to me while they were present; and 
they then went away. The blood T had lost tended to 
cool the fever of my brain; I prayed to God for the pro- 
servation of my dear Eliza, and again went to sleep, 

In the night Tawoke to all the agonies of my situation; 
T fancied @ thousand horrors, as to the fate and situation 
of ny beat beloved on earth. A fover supervened; and 
T recollect no more, until I recognised her onc day, sitting 
by my side on a couch, in an apartment I had never seen 
before. On the return of consciousness from a state of 
delirium, I looked up at her with a sensation of over- 
powering joy and amazement, which, no doubt, gave to 
my look the nir of distraction.“ Do you not know me 
my own Edward?” she said, im @ voice of anxious ten- 
derness that went to my #oul; at the same time stooping 
and kissing my forehead, as she was often wont to do in 
happler days, Tcould only press her hand, ax a token 
of my retorning sense, while the tears unconeciobely 
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claim the unmolested dominion of so sequestered a spot. 
No animals wore to be scen; but the trecs were most 
luxuriant, yet choked with every kind of underwood and 
weeds, while the serpents hissed, and the bull-frogy croaked 
horribly in every direction, Mosquitos, 100, incessantly 
buzzed around us; while the centipedes, and the scor- 
pions, and the unts, disputed with us the possession of 
every morsel of food or fruit that might he put away for a 
fature repast. One old Jay brother and one negro woman 
had, indeed, boon left to look after the place; but infirmi- 
ties and indolence made either of little use. However, 
the kind ladies of the near nunnery supplied us liberally 
with every thing I could desire; while my beloved wife 
watched over me with a tenderness that nothing on earth 
but the kind heart of woman can bestow. Yet the air 
was bad, and therefore every thing else was unavailing. 
My beloved, too, began to have ague, and to droop; on 
seeing this, the little strength I had acquired, gave way, 
and my heart sunk within me. Now humbled before 
God, I became caln and resigned, and seemed to feel no 
wish beyond that of being laid with her in the same grave, 
and mecting her in heaven. 

When all appeared lost on earth, the good Lady 
Abbess, with the Gavernor’s confessor, Padre Guircino, 
came to us with a Jetiga, and some mules, by which we 
were conveyed to the houso of « fisherman nenr the #4, 
‘They had bargained with this honest roan for our lodg- 
ing; who, together with his wife, received us in the 
kindest. manner, My dear Eliza was carried on tho 
Uetiga, or lechiga, & sort of bod, between two mules, She 
not only bore the journey well, but seemed to inhale new 
life a8 we approached the sea-hore. In a few woeks she 
was able to walk out a little; and my atrength had con- 
siderably improved; but both of us still hud ague; some- 
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hope of its falling in with the Porghees and soon after, it 
ie supposed, the brig filled and foundered, My dear 
Eliza had boen escorted to the Govarnment-house by the 
Spanish officer, who had conveyed her on shore. But even 
her celestial influence produced little effect on the savages 
who inhabited there, the Governor's wife included; so 
that all she could accomplish, was a permission to retire 
fo a convent until the Governor might be pleased to 
release me. And it was on her way thither that she had 
heen able, by the power of the only doubloon, which she 
happened to hare in her pocket, to prevail on the pers 
sons who accompanied her, to go with her to the prison, 
and find out whore I was lodged, 

She had been told, moreover, that some English had, 
some time ago, landed in the night, nbout halfa mile to 
the southward of Point Cocal, and there surprised a smal) 
tower, making the officer and guard prisoners; that the 
party afterwards pushed on for the town af Porto Bello, 
round the Block-House Hill. But, being forewarned of 
their danger by approaching daylight, they returned with- 
out being able 10 accomplish their purpose. “ This place, 
then,” contiqued she, “ was the scene of the explait, and 
that tower we now sec, the post that was surprised and 
taken.” This she concluded to haye been Drake, And 
it was in consequence of this, her informant said, that all 
the officers of the sloop of war were sent to share my 
prison, But I apprehend Don Francisco Martins des 
Retez, did not require any motive beyond his own bar- 
barity, for this further act of severity to my countrymen. 

‘Three months had passed away since our unfortunate 
visit to this place, when we lad the additional misfortune 
to hear, what perhaps would have given me pleasure in 
auy other situation, that hostilities had sctuslly com- 
menced between the two countries, England and Spain, 
and that a declaration of war was daily expected. 
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I now began to contemplate some scheme of making 
our cape: and I suggested to my dear wife the expe- 
dioncy of raising money somehow or other, to onable us 
todo so: but she advised me to be still, and put my trust 
in the providence of God; for at present we were placed 
in a peaceful and healthy obscurity, by the kind inter- 
position of that providence. “And, perhaps,” added 
she, “the least stir might throw us back amidst those 
horrible woods, or into that prison from which you have 
been 80 mercifully delivered.” I readily yielded to this 
pions, and therefore wise counsel; and having nothing 
better to do, we continued to amuse ourselves in eccom- 
panying the fisherman, and in aasisting him to mend 
his nets. 

On the morning of Wednesday, the 21st of November, 
the weather being now settled and fine, my dearest Eliza 
and myself arose carly, and went down with the fisher 
man to the beach. Before we had reached it, he pointed 
out some ships in the offing, not however making any 
remark as to what they might be, but went into the boat 
with his son, and took out bis nets. My wile and myself 
sat down the while upon a large stone, regarding the 
ships with wishful eyes, yet scarcely daring to hope they 
were come for our deliverance. As the breeze freshened, 
the ships approached the opposite const, the smaller 
vescels standing in ahead of the others; and, O! how it 
cheered my heart to recognise the Porghee, at that very 
moment among the foremost. 

Tho Spanish fort soon began to fire, The smaller 
vessels came over, near to the side where we were, where 
some of them anchored close to the edge of the reef, 
hoisting nt the same time n chequered Gag at the fore. 
‘The large ships kept on the other side, and s000 closed 
one after another with Hiero Castle. The firing was 
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awful. Our affrighted friend, the fisherman, quickly 
retumed to the beach, asking me what all that could 
mean. Then calling aloud on San Gicronimo for succour 
amd protection, he entrested us to leave the beach, and 
come up to his house as a place of greater safoty, But 
™my eyes were riveted on the scene of action; my heart 
beat high in witnessing the noble efforts of my country 
men, And while the fisherman invoked Ais saint, my 

Eliza called upon Him, who has said, “ Vengeance is mine,” 

to punish the oppressors, We kept our position, looking 

steadily at the awful combat, till the firing coased; and 
the instant the smoke cleared away, we discerned the 

English colours flying on the walls of the Spanish castle, 

On seeing this, my Eliza and myself both raised our 

bands to Heaven, in token of the fecling that actuated 
‘tay, bat we spoke not a word. The firing was now heard 

by us in the direction of the town, where some of the 
ships were evidently engaged with the other forts, The 
firing continued nearly all day; during which, notwith- 
stand the success our eyes had witnessed, we were agitated 
fo a degree not to be deseribed—we trembled for the 
safety of our friend Drake, but our whole soul was 
moved for the result of the daring enterprise. 

Tn the evening, Padre Guircino came to the fisher 
‘man’s hut, and told us the place was taken by the English; 
—O, what blemed news for us!—and he begged of me 
to go with him immediately to his monastery; and Lady 
Seaward to go to the Convent of St. Anna, where the 
_ Tady Abbess impatiently awaited her arrival, as they 
expected nothing less than a general pillage and mis- 
sage. Almost without power of utterance,—though 
J OU eyes, and our hands clasped in cach other, told our 

happy feelings,—we accompanied him, and disposed our 
! selves according to his request; for we owed bah ed 
vou. 1 
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‘him, and to the charitable woman who now desired the 
protection of my wife’s presence, 

In the evening, the Castle of Gloria opened its gatos 
to the British flag, and the redoubtable Don Francisco 
Martines de Reizex surrendered himself and Porto Bello to 
the gallant Vernon! but there was neither pillage nor 
mi 

‘On the morning of the 22d, I had the henrtfelt delight 
of sccing, from the windows of the monastery, the Eng- 
lish colours flying on Gloria Castle, and at Port Jeronimo, 
and six fine two-decked men of war, besides smaller 
vessels, all bearing the British flag, riding proudly iv 
the harbour. Is not our country’s glory every man’s 
glory? How my beart swelled with honest pride, when 
T beheld this glorions sight! 

Towards the afternoon I wrote a note to the Admiral, 
stating my case and situation to him as concisely as pos- 
sible, To which T received an immediate answer, re- 
questing my presence at the Government-house as soon 
asconyenient. I only stopped to send a few lines to my 
dear wife, and then waited on the Admiral, dreseed in 
my old tattered uniform, dirty and blood-stained; accom- 
panied only by the officer who brought me the weleome 
reply. Captain Knight was there before me. He alto 
had been ill: we were shocked when we looked upon 
each other. The Admiral came in at the moment of 
‘our meeting, and Commodore Brown was with him, who 
had teen me ut Jamaica, Without preamble, the brave 
Vernon expressed his indignation at the treatment we 
hid received; then instantly summoned the Spanish 
Governor to attend. This hidalgo shortly after entered 
© prisoner of war, into the very room where we had last 
seen him #0 haughty and vindictive, attended by some 
of the very men, who were now with him sharers in his 
captivity. 
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A sort of ring was now formed, with the Spanish 
Governor in the centro, his interproter standing by his 
side—*T have no quarrel with Don Franciseo Martinez 
de Retzez,” said 1, “on my own account; but I have, 
and over shall have, a quarrel with him on account of 
the King, my master; whom he most grossly insulted, 
hy disrespectful wonls, in the presence of Captain Knight 
and myself; and for the resenting of which, we have 
endured, ax it was our duty 80 to do, the severest treat- 
‘mont at his hands.”"—* What did he say?’ exclaimed 
the Admiral, “ He first insulted Sir Edward Seaward, 
by the most insolent and contemptuous behaviour,” 
replied Captain Knight; “and when I remonstrated, 
telling him, that he should recollect that Sir Edward 
‘Scaward was equal in rank to himself, holding honour- 
able commissions under the King of England, he replied, 
— 1 do not considor the King of England himself equal 
fn rank to me; for he is little better than a Dutchman,” 
‘Old Vernon, on hearing this, instantly tarned round upon 
his Excellency Don Francisco Martinez de Retzcz, with 
‘8 voice of thunder,—* You d—d poltroon! with all your 
fong yarn of hard names, what shall E call yout Down 
‘on your marrow-bones, you scoundrel, and beg pardon 
‘of these gentlemen, and of the King our master, or I'll 
Klek you from Hell to Hackney! Tell him that,” said 
eto the interpreter. The interpreter was dumb-founded : 
however, the looks and menaces of the Admiral left little 

| to be interpreted. After some panse and explanation, 
this mighty Don asked pardon of Captain Knight and 
myself, but he would do no more. This would not satisfy 
the Admiral, who insisted on his eating the words he had 
‘spoken disrespectfully of his Majesty; at the same time 
taking a guinea from his pocket, he threw it on the floor, 
saying,—“There is the King’s picture! down on your 
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knees, you |, and ask forgivenoss;” Inying hold 
of the Spaniard by the neck as he and 

him to the ground. The astounded Governor took up the 
guinea from the floor; then putting it down again, said, 
in a muffled voice,— Yo he ofendido.” This was con- 
sidered ux sufficient; and the question, so far, set at rest. 
T now demanded my sword ; which was valuable to me, 
not only on account of its gold hilt, but because it had 
heen touched by the hand of her Majesty, tho Inte 
Queen, who had curiously admired its workmanship. 1 
immediately received an assarance that it should be re- 
turned; and it was, togother with the side-arms of Captain 
Knight. 

On quitting the Government-house with my féllow- 
sufferer, we met Drake, crossing the Prado, who had 
been making inquiry for us everywhere. On seeing 
mo, he stood still; but as we approached near to him, 
he burst into tears. “Cheer up, my good fellow,” cried 
Knight; “ All's well! you see we are alive and kicking.” 
Drake threw himself on my neck, saying,—* I hope all 
is well! Is Lady Scaward well?”—* All is well, my 
dear Drake,” I replied: “you shall soon see her.” We 
now bent our steps to the Conyent of Santa Anna, On 
our way, among other questions, Captain Knight asked 
Drake, if he knew anything of Rentone; for he was not 
here among the prisoners from the Marten. My fricnd 
told him he had picked him up at soa, and that he was 
now here in the fleet. On our arrival at the convent, we 
were mat in the vestibule by my happy wife, and me 
Lady Abbess, She brought us some swectneats, and 
cool drink made of red sorrel; by which, and this blessed 
menting of long separated friends, wo were much refreshed 
both in body and mind. 

1 took this opportunity of walking apart with Drake, 
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‘He told me, that after he had picked up the Marten’s 
boat with Mr. Rentone, he made an unsuccessful attempt 
to assists, But on sceing the destruction of the Marten, 
he mnde the bost of his way to Jamaica, with the account 
of what had huppened. “Yet,” he added, “ up to this 
hour, I do not know how or why it did happen!—how- 
ever, I reported the business, a8 much as I knew and 
could conjecture of it, to the Commodore and Governor 
of Jamaica; and asked permission to be permitted wo 
embark all the force of Seaward Islands, in the vessels 
‘that belonged to the place, and make an attack on 
Porto Bello, to attempt your resene. But T was told,” 
continued he, “that the scheme was a mad one; and 
I had something like an assurance that there should 
be no occasion for it. I then recoived orders to visit 
Seaward Islands, but to return to Jumaicu; which I did 
Before the end of September. On my arrival there, I 
Jearnt that orders of reprisal had been issued against 
Spain; and I became desirous, of conrse, to get out to 
ea, for a chance of making prizes; but the Commodore 
would not allow me to stir. I confess I was much 
chagrinod at this usage, while all tho othor vessels were 
‘sent out in every direction; nor could I surmise what 
was the cause of it, But on the 23d of October, Admiral 
Vernon made his appearance at Port Royal; and I was 
then informed why I had been detained. It was w 
accompany the Admiral's squadron to Porto Bello, to 
=o my local knowledge, in the meditated enterprive. 
This information,” cxclaimed my gallant friend, “was 
more acceptable to me than a thousand galleons; and 1 
now rejoice, my dear Sir Edward, in seeing the noble 
prize before me—You and She, whom we all devotedly 
Jove.” 
“We must leave this hateful place, my dear friend,” 
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carried my dear wife's small trunk, and the other a bag 
containing 500 dollars, We were met, us before, in the 
vestibule, and there complimented by the Lady Abbess 
‘on our good looks and elegant apparel. The trank was 
sent into the convent; and, after the Jay brothers had 
retired, I whispered my dear Eliza —“ Here are 500 
dollars, which place at the pleasure of that good lady: 
but toll her, we wish the lay brother, and the negro 
woman at the deserted monastery, to have 50 each: and 
we desire that the fisherman and his wife may have 100 
each. The other 200 are at the disposal of the Lady 
“Abbess, to relieve the distressed." —* I will give them to 
her now,” returned my dear wife. She then addressed 
the good lady in French, handing her the bag; which 
was graciously received, with many commendations for 
our generosity, and « promise of faithfully applying it. 
Oar hosters gave us chocolate; and as we sat taking it, 
and conversing, I often saw the nuns peeping at us 
through the gratings, with an ardent curiosity. 

‘On the following morning I sent for the doctor, to the 
monastery, and presented him with 100 dollars, in:the 
presence of Padre Guircino, The worthy medico had 
‘never seon fo large a foe before; therefore his grateful 
acknowledgments were proportioned. The good Father 
present, also added his best thanks for my noble conduct 
towards him, and to all my lato benefactors. “ But how 
ean I return your kindnesses?” I said. “1 am the ser- 
vant of God,” he replied; you owe me nothing.” This 
was true religion, worthy of imitation by many who 
‘despise all that arc not so happy as to enjoy the light of 
oar Reformed church. 

‘A little before noon, Captain Knight and myself made 
-@ short visit to the convent; from whence we went down 
‘into the town, to pay our respects to the Admiral, At 
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first he did not know us; and, on recognising us, he 
affected not to do so. “Who the devil have wo got 
hore?” said he, turning to Captain Knight: «You are 
a Spanish hidalgo, I suppose!" Poor Knight looked 
embarrassed, and bowed; then pointing to me, said,— 
“Sir Edward Seaward hes kindly given me a suit of 
his clothes.” ‘The old gentleman laughed heartily ; 
immediately afterwards saying, “Sir Edward, 1 beg 
your pardon: it was your long-toed shoes, and three 
cornered scrapers that puseled me.” In tarn, I made 
my respects, but in a different way; and concluded by 
requesting him to allow the Porghee to return with 
Lady Scaward and myself, to our place of residence as 
soon a8 possible, my wife's health being in a precarious 
state. He instantly complied with my wish; and seemed 
pleased to take the opportunity of speaking with warm 
approbation of Lieutenant Drake’s conduct, in buoying 
the entrance to the harbour under a heavy fire from the 
fort; regretting that, as so few Spanish vessels of war 
had been found here, there was no promotion for him, 
although he well deserved it. After this discourse, it 
was arranged that I might sail to-morrow; and I then 
took leave of the brave old Admiral, wishing him success 
in further humbling the haughty spirit of Spain. 

In on hour after I had left him, Drake received bis 
orders; and in the evening he came up to the monastery 
o tell me so. Captain Knight and myself earried the 
welcome intelligence to my dear wife; and I had then 
the pleasure to sce our kind friends, the fisherman and 
his wife, in the vestibule, receiving the two bundred 
dollars from her own hand. 

Early in the morning of the 26th, I took leave of the 
worthy Padre Guircino, and with some difficulty per- 
suaded him to accept a small offering to distribute among 
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the poor lay brothers of his order, ‘Then calling for 
Lady Seaward, whom I found in waiting for me at the 
convent door, we bade an affectionate adieu to the bene- 
volent Abbess, and hastened on board our dear little 
vessel. The sails were already loose, and the anchor 
a-trip, and in an instant we were under weigh, standing 
out to sea with a fine breeze, [could not but remark 
the great number of men on board; on which Drake told 
me that his complement had been increased to thirty 
men, and I might observe that he had mounted two of 
our wall-pieces on his quarter. To God, our thanks 


arose, 

As the high land above Point Porto Bello receded 
from our view, we desoried ip on our weather bow, 
steering in. Drake asked me if I thought he should 
take a look at her, or keep on our course, T answered, 
—*Certainly, take n look at her; she may prove a prize 
to you: but take care you are not brought to action by 
superior foree: recollect who we have with us."—*T 
will take care of that,” he replied, Then tking me at 
my word, he wore, and stood athwart her, having previ~ 
ously hoisted Spanish colours. In Jes than an hour he 
came within hail of her: she was a Spanish merchant 
ship, but mounted eight or ten guns. I confess I did not 
much like the appearance of this business; but as we 
stood across him, Drake ordered our proper ensign to be 
hoisted; then wearing short round, boarded him on the 
quarter in 1 moment, and carried him in five minutes, 
without firing a shot. He was from La Guira, with 
indigo, cocoa, Peruvian bark, and other merchandise, 
bound to Porto Bello, haying a complement of twenty- 
four men. The prisoners were soon secured; a prize- 
master, with = sufficient number of hands, being then 
pat on board, the two vessels stood on quietly to the 
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northward, We rejoiced greatly at the success of our 
friend Drake, and in the gallant manner the eapture had 
been accomplished. 

On the evening of the 20th, the promontory of St. 
George's Island was discovered by the man at the mast 
head. We ran in towards it, until the sun had set; when 
Denke thought it advisable, having the prize to take care 
of, besides his own vessel, to stand off until the morning. 
At the distance we were from the land, the sea breeze 
Dlew all night; and in the morning it carried us through 
the channel to within a Jeague of the headlands, before 
it died away, About cight o'clock it reached us again, 
and we again made sail; the Porghee having hoisted 
my flag, the St. George's jack at the fore, but showing 
a blue ensign, in honour of the gallant Vice-Admiral we 
hod lately quitted. ‘Tho prize hung out her own colours, 
with a union jack over them, which now streamed gaily 
forth from the mizen peak. ‘The colours were up on the 
promontory—and our hearts were up also, 

Before the vessels came within a mile of the harbour's 
month, we saw boats and canoes, large and small, be- 
tween the headlands, sailing and rowing, and paddling 
out towards us. The breeze being fresh, the vessels 
shortened sail, for fear of running them down. Ina 
very short time we passed through amongst them, while 
they lay by, gazing and cheering, as I waved my bat, 
and my dear wife her white handkerchief, from the 
quarter deck on which we stood. 

The Porghee had scarcely anchored, when the deck 
was crowded by those we loved, and by those who loved 
us unfeignedly. They who could not embrace us, om- 
braced one another, and wept, or looked silently on us, 
endeavouring to conceal their tears. We were much 
altered, The sicknoss and sorrow I had endured at 
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Porto Bello, had made a deep impression on my frame 
and features, and the people saw it, My dear Eliza, 
too, worn almost to a shadow, looking not like a thing 
of carth, but in semblance of a disembodied spirit, stood 
by my side, Hor eyes sympathised with the people; 
and I, too, was unmanned by the scene. I am not 


ashamed to confess it. 
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CHAPTER X. 


Oxce more restored to our happy home, with foolings 
that might be envied by the monarch of a throne, we 
disembarked ; lauding hand in hand, amidst the caresses 
and groctinge of our dear relations and not less dear 
friends and dependants, On reaching the mansion, kind 
Mr. Rowley, and the Doctor, pressed us to retire to rest 
for a while, that we might be relieved from the further 
excitement of secing any ono, until we had recovered 
from our evident exhaustion. TI felt the force of their 
advice, and immediately complied. 

By dinner time we were sufficiently refreshed to moot 
our friends, and to converse with them on the subject of 
our late sufferings, and our glorious deliverance. Drake, 
meanwhile, had merely given them a brief outline of 
what bed happened to us, He had very little time to 
spare for talk, haying to moor his prize, and unbond her 
sails; so that she might neither be driven from her 
anchors by the wind, nor be carried away by the Spanish 
crew in the Porghee’s absence, if they dared to rise on 
the prize-master. I wns, therefore, under the necessity 
of going somewhat into detail; but my dear Bliza took 
up the theme, and then every one present was moved 
even to tears. 

Aftor we had brought the subject to a close, I could 
not suppress my anxiety to know the posture of our affairs 
athome. But Dr. Gordon thought, for the present I 
ought to be satisfied with knowing that all things had 
gone on tolerably well; that there was not anything of , 
so much importance to need attention, as the re-establish- 
ment of my own health: and he was of opinion I should 
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‘not engage in any business mutters whatever, for some 
days at least. “I look worse than Lam, Doctor,” said 15 
“we shall see what to-morrow may say.”— Then, Sir 
Edwand,” whispered Van Kempen, who had stood silently 
by my chair for an hour, “I shall be right glad to say a 
word to you to-morrow.” —“ Say it now, my good friend,” 
Treplied, if it be a matter of any moment to you.”"—“ It 
is of immediate moment,” he replied, “to us all. We must 
‘not lose this chance, sir; and if we would not lose the 
chance, we must not lose the time.”"—* What is it, Van 
Kempen ?"—* The Porto Bello market, sir. I saw the 
thing the instant Captain Drake told us the English had 
taken the place, and I directly epoko to your brother 
about it; but he left it to me to broak the matter to you, 
T hope, therefore, you will consent to our loading his 
yessel and mine with all the merchandise in our stores, 
‘and proceed forthwith ; for all the world will be there in 
& few weeks.” I consented to this proposal, without 
hesitation, complimenting Van Kempen on his commer+ 
cial ncuteness, Then, after some further conversation 
with him and my brother on the subject, I allowed them 
to depart, sending a message to Drake to visit mo early 
‘in the morning. 

Soon after they were gone, Dr. Gordon said, “ It was an 
Incumbent duty on him to take care of Lady Seaward and 
myself: and that rest of mind and of body wore ossential 
to the re-establishment of our health: that for the present 
he would not decide on the medical treatment to be pur 

“sued; but he was inclined to think we had taken too 
-mauch Jesuit’s bark, or it had been given injudiciously; by 
| which error the hepatic functions, as he expressed it, had 
|, been partially suspended; and he feared that, in conse- 
| quence, the spleen had begun to enlarge, if he might 
Judge by the peculiar aspect of countenance which that 
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disease uniformly produced.” Poor Diego (who, with 
Rota, had remained us near to us as possible, ever since 
our arrival,) now ventured to say, “ Master Diego hopes 
Master Doctor will allow him to take Governor, Sir 
Edward, and his lady, every morning for ride on mules, 
or for row them about in barge, before breakfast.” On 
this, dear old Rota, stepping forward, put in her word, 
saying, “ And I will have nice chicken, boiled in milk, 
with little mace, for my lady, and good Master, Sir 
Edward, when they come back: and that better than 
doctor physic for them.”—* We will discuss your pro- 
posals by and by, dame,” repliod Dr. Gordon; “for the 
present they must be kept very quiet; and, if you please, 
Mr. Diego and Mistress Rota, I am the responsible 
on.” 

A hostile feeling was getting up between the parties, 
when dear Mr, Rowley interposed; and after having 
said what was necessary for peace, our conscientious 
doctor took leave of us for the evening: on which, both 
my dear wifo and myself thanked our kind and carly 
nogro friends for their solicitnde; assuring them that, 
as soon as it appeared advisable, we would profit by 
their attentions. But Mistress Rota was not to be pat 
off so. She had provided a warm bath for her Indy, at 
her own house; of which she and Rosalie soon apprised 
my dear wife, who communicated the matter to me: and 
a8 T could see no objection to its use, but rather the con- 
trary, she nocordingly went: returning, in less than an 
hour, much refreshed and invigorated by its application. 

On the morrow, Dr. Gordon paid us an early visit. 
He was immediately informod of what had been done; 
on which he said,—as it had been done, he would refrain 
from any observations, further than, “ it was unadvised > 
it might have been positively wrong, although it hap- 
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pened not to be #0, He, after due consideration, would 
have recommended it; but as a few degrees of tempe 
ature made all the difference between its being wrong or 
right, even after the thing itself was determined on as 
@ppropriate to the caso, the temperature and other points 
connected with its administration required some delibern= 
tion.” The doctor now proceeded, secundum artem, first 
with mo, and then with Lady Seaward. The pulse was 
counted, the tongue examined, the liver and spleen pressed 
‘upon by his hand: sometimes we were desired to make « 
deep inspiration, sometimes to sneeze, This being done, 
he eat down for half an hour without speaking a word. 
As he looked more grave than usual, my dear wife at last 
addressed him:—“ Dr. Gordon, if you think Sir Edward's 
‘ease serious, I insist on your telling me 80 unequivocally, 
that he may immediately return to England.” —“ Indood 
no, madam,” he replied; “I think, by small doses of 
sweet mercury und Turkey rhubarb, und the warm salt= 
‘watcr bath, at a temperature of ninety-six degrees, with 
gentle exercise on the boasts you have here, taking a sail 
‘or row now and then upon the water, observing a milk 
diet chiefly, aud relaxation of mind—on the part of Sir 
Edward—you both may very soon be protty well again. 
But I cannot say,” continued he, ufter pausing a minute, 
“that either the one or the other of you will be just so 
well as before you had the fever at Porto Bello.” 

Whon the Doctor loft us, Master Diego and our kind 
Rota were overjoyed to find how much there was for 
them to'da. ‘The old lady prepared a bath for me, with- 
out loss of time, which appeared the shorter, as Drake 
was with me during the interval. The business of our 
interview, relnted to the going of our merchant vessels to 
Porto Bello. It was determined that Drake should 
accompany them in the Porgheo, and take with him 
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fifteen of his prisoners, This measure was called for, to 
afford our traders some protection, and algo to give Drake 
an opportunity of making known his good fortune to the 
Admiral, whose share of it was not inconsiderable; and 
to learn his pleasure as to what port or place he would 
desire the prize to be sent; which had been ascertained to 
he of considerable value, not less than eighty thousand 
dollars. Drake now went on his business, and I repaired 
to the bath. 

On my return I was met by my dear sister, with her 
baby. The sight of the little innocent, cooing and spring 
ing in its mother’s arms, gave me inexpressible pleasure. 
I thought its eyes #0 like those of my Eliaa, that I felt 
as if I could gazo on thom for ever. “You will call it 
Eliza, my dear sister,” said T, as I looked wistfially upon 
the swoot angel.—“ Yes, brother,” she replied, “most 
willingly; it was Drake's wish that I should do s0, and 
T am now doubly happy in knowing that it is yours aleo, 
Besides, it is the wish of my own heart,” continued she, 
going over to my dear wife, and kissing her as she spoke: 
“it will make me happy to call my child Eliza, for you 
know how much I love you: and I will teach the habe 
to be sensible of your great kindnesses, both to me and 
to her father.” 

My brothor and Van Kempen wore so busy in loading 
their vessels, that I did not see them till the evening; so 
T suppose they either dined with Van Kempen’s vrow, or 
took a pork sausage with Gortz, hot from the coals, 
Mrs. Seaward, howevor, was with us; and we were happy 
in being able to sit down with ber, and my sister, and 
Drake, and our other kind and worthy guests, to dinner. 
‘The warm bath had been of essential service to both of us, 
so that we were able to eat comfortably, 

Doctor Gordon came in, accompanied by my brother 
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and Van Kempon, in the evening, bringing with him a 
Bolus for cach of us, which we were to take at night. 
After handing these bullets to me, he said, “I should not 
break in upon my own rules; but I cannot help submit. 
ting to you, Sir Edward, a question that atands between 
these gentlemen here and myself, as fiscal for the colony. 
‘They are shipping goods that never paid the ad valorem 
duty, having been in store before the impost. But I say 
‘it was un oversight, that they wore not rated; and now 
they are going to markot, it is but fair those goods 
pay as well us the others. They object to this!” 
—“Why do you object to it, Mr. Van Kempen?” said I. 
 Bocaure,” ho ropliod, “such a moasure would be un- 
Jawfal. Wo havo no duty on exports, and the goods in 
were landed before the regulation was made; 

Berit sb. mak those goods pay, would be making laws 
| retrospective, which would be admitting 9 principle de 
| structive of all commorcial confidence, Yet I do not 
| deny,” continued he, “that it wax an oversight not to 
include the goods in store; but such oversights are 
common, both in England and Holland, and there is 
‘no remedy in strict justice, The government may profit 
by the mistake, in making its future enactments; and 
that may be some compensation—I know no other. But, 
Sir Edward,” added he, aftor a moment's pause, “Tam 
not personally interested. ‘The point in question is on 

| tiny with Mr. Seaward; all my goods have paid the 
<. Well,” exclaimed my brother, “ Doctor 

| Gordoo has said more about it than the thing is worth, 
The whole value of the goods in question does not amount 

to above 100 dollars: and I would rather pay the fiscal 

| the one dollar demanded, than hoar any more about it.” 
— "Your pardon, I hope, Mr, Seaward," replied the 
‘honest fiseal, “all T said was in the line of my duty. If 
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Sir Edward Seaward thinks Mr. Van Kempen’s view of 
the case right, it would not be honest to take your money, 
sir: Tam but the fiscal," A sinile rose on my lip, at 
the earnestness of these thre men upon a point that 
never could occur again; which consideration, together 
with the emallness of the sum in question, rendered it a 
matter of no moment; but the subject had been brought 
before me us important. I therefore gravely gave my 
decision, “ That there could be no impost levied on 
imported prior to the laying on of the duty, but that the 
fiscal was right to look sharp after the revenue of the 
colony, even to a fraction.” 

‘This subject being set at rest, I told our merchants that 
‘Captain Drake would convoy their vessels to Porto Bello, 
as soon as they could be got realy. Then, pleading indise 
position, I left them, and joined my Eliza in ber own 
room, to which she had already retired. There I found 
her with Rosalie, and our dear little dog, playing on « 
Aine large palm-leafed mat, that had beon made for us by 
Ximenes in our absence. I was not ashamed to join the 
innocent party, bat sat down among them, till Fidele by 
his kisses and caresses drove mo from my position, to the 
great amusement of Rosalic, and delight of my Eliza. 
But we had now to take Doctor Gordon's boluses. They 
were little less than @ musket ball: it was impoesible to 
swallow them. Afler some deliberation, we proposed to 
chew them, ax they were principally rhubarb, and wash 
them down with a cup of coffee, which we both effected 
tolorbly well; end in this way we contrived to take the 
medicine, as long as the Doctor thought necessary to 
prescribe it, which might be about three weeks. I often 
‘spoke to him, to put it in some other form; bat he uni- 
formly objectod, snying, + It is tle deobafruest boles, and 
therefore cannot be other than « bolus.’ To this phare 





1739. NARRATIVE, 807 
maceutical dogma we were obliged to submit, although 
the folly of it was evident; for, had we not fallen on the 
expedient of the coffee, by which it was no longer a bolus, 
‘we cither must have been choked by the remedy, or 
deprived altogether of its benefit. 

Th a few days the vessels sailed for Porto Bello, It 
wason the 4thof December. I seized on the opportunity 
to send half a dozen of my best sheep to the Admiral, 
with a handsome private letter, in addition to the public 
one, on the subject of our two vessels going to his port, 
‘Van Kempen accompanied the expedition in his galliot, 
4 super-cargo both of his own and my brother's mer- 
chandise, with full power to sell and buy as he might 
think proper. I was glad to see in this that James had 
fot over those narrow views of trade which fasten natu- 
all ‘the minds, not only of individuals, butof nations. 
‘It is the solfish principle, which never faile ultimately to 
‘iiss ite object, as well in commerce as in every other 
branch of human intercourse. 

After the departure of the vessels, I was glad to find 
‘myself ablo to nttend at intervals to the details of what 
had happened, and to what had been doing during my 
tong absence from the settlement; but my recovery to 
‘anything like active health was slow; and my dear Eliza 
continued not only weak, but still experienced some ague 
fits, generally every fourth day, Doctor Gordon now 
‘thought it expedient in her cuse to resume the exhibition 
‘ofthoJesuit’s bark. However, our recovery, though tardy, 
‘was progressive; so that in less than a month we were 
able to attend divine service under the hallowed canopy 
of the great tree; and we goon not only enjoyed the 

row upon the lake, in Diego’s barge, and the 
‘afternoon's sail in the Avon beyond the headlands out to 
ea, but we ngnin took a morning bath of refrcahing seu 
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water, and immediately after a bow! of new milk from 
the goats, followed by a ride. And thus we graduully 
acquired something of our former elasticity of mind and 


As my strength increased, my spirits improved; and 
the former deep interest I had taken in every body, and 
every thing, at this place, retarned unimpaired. L again 
folt my heart warm in the busincss; so thut every detail, 
even respecting an ass’s foal, was listened to by me with 
plensure. But it necessarily fell out that there were 
things unpleasant, as well as things pleasant, to hear. It 
wore, however, ungrateful to Providence not to acknow- 
ledge that the evils were few, considering the many to 
which man is exposed, as well in his collective es in his 
individual station of life. 

Sicknoss hnd certainly been more prevalent during my 
absence than usnal; in consequence of which, one of the 
women from Carolina had died, and two of the German 
children. But Diego had a serious visitation to i 
to me, worse than the plague of the small-pox. The 
place was over-ran with rats; and he could not imagine 
whence they came, They destroyed the corn, and had 
completely ruined the little patches of augar-cane below 
the cotton-tree; but, happily, they had not appeared either 
on Edward's Island, or at Peceary Field. Unfortunately 
there were not any cats in the settlement, Hitherto I had 
not allowed any to be brought to it, as there was no 
natural prey for them, neither rats nor mice; and T did 
not desire to see the native doves and nightingoles driven 
by grimalkin from our doors. Bat I now wished that 
some adventurous Whittington might come to the port 
with a cargo of toddies; and in the humour T was in, 
when Diego had imparted the information to me, I think 
J should have given him his own price for the investinent, 
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although I might know my conscientious fiscal would 
not remit ono fraction on the ad valorem duty, if it wore 
tosave his own nose from being gnawed off by the vermin. 
‘There were, however, some small dogs at German 
Town, and Allwood's 5 and as Fidele had already 
Killed a fow of tho intruders, we might expect a similar 
service from his humbler fellows. “ When we get in 
crop, sir,” said Diego, “ you give me dogs; and Jemmy 
Purdy, he famous rat-catcher, sir; we then dig all them 
‘out, and kill avery one. Donna Rata nlways live under 
‘eane roots, sir, and about in holes.” When the time for 

| taking up the crops came, which soon arrived, Diego 
marshalled his forces; but the mutter was of too much 
importance to be left to Purdy and the dogs, A levy 
es masse was required, by which we formed a cordon 
round our little plantation. As the rats were dug out, or 
started, tho dogs gonorally caught hold of thom, but the 
‘erentares wore very large and powerful, and bit sharply, 
0 that sometimes the dogs let them go. Purdy, how- 
‘ever, always killed his rat: he caught it adroitly, and 
it fearlessly, throwing it with great force into 

the air, never fuiling to strike it ay it came down, with a 
‘short stick he held in his left hand, which he suddenly 
shifted orcr to the right, “ Hit him at once, with your 
stick; while he is onthe ground Purdy,” said I, insted 
oft killing him as you do.'— Can't, sir” he replied; 
he stop for me to put hand on hima; won't stop to hit 
im with stick: ond if hit him with stick when I catch 
him, if T don’t kill him dead he will bite me to the bone.” 
Anil this was truc enough; for although the people were 
armed with sticks, and the rats passed closely among 
them, not above two were strack and killed; and one 
negro was bit severely, who had caught a rat with the 
Ret Sieh sak vith hin ved while he had hold 
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of it, When the enterprise was finished, although the 
dogs and Purdy had killed nourly thirty, I was convinced 
as many more had escaped: a formiduble horde of barbus 
Finns, sufficient to procreate a host equal to the destrac- 
tion of every thing belonging to us, if not ourselves aleo. 
‘This great evil still hung over the colony. The sick- 
ness hnd passed away, and the deaths in consequence of 
the sickness had beon few, and of importance only to 
their immediate connexions; but I was thankful that it 
ended here, for ovr good and useful pastor had been 
spared, who with his whole family had been in great 
danger, not long after our departure for Porto Bello. 
‘An accession of five families from Kingston, Jainnica, 
had been made in my absence. They were all people of 
colour, that is, Mulattoes, and had been induced to come, 
through the representations of the elder Allwood; who 
had made a trip in my brother's schooner. Being all 
poor, and only two of the men having trades, they were 
‘at present subsisted, a8 all the others formerly had been, 
by the produce of the silk-cotton tree plantation, and 
from the stores at my expense. But I was glad, never 
theless, to hear of this accession to our numbers; which 
in my mind was always important to the ultimate well- 
being, and security of the settlement. Allwood had taken 
one of the families to live with him; my brother had 
Jocated another, on his own lands near to the German 
Town Pass. ‘Two families wore lodged in the village, in 
separate houses, there being now eightoen houses com: 
pleted. One of the men was a tailor; the other Edo not 
know what to call him; he said he was a millwright, 
but he was also a tolerable good emith; and there was 
reason to suspect he had been a slave on some plantation 
in Jumaica, brought up to the anvil, under his master’s 
white workmes, In consequence, I instituted an inquiry, 
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bat as I never could get at the trath of the matter, I 

chore rather to ran the risk of letting him remain quietly 

ywhero he was, than send him back to Kingston. Still I 

felt, that although I did not encourage slavery, nor allow 

it at Seaward Islands, yet it was not for me to permit 

Mr. Allwood, nor any one else among usy to believe that 
| T would connive at the desertion of slaves from their 

masters in Jumaica; whose legal property T was bound 

to consider them, how repugnant soever it might be to 
| my feelings as a mon and a Christian, to do so. ‘The 

fifth family had gone to German Town. Matthew 
| Hinklemann, the husband of the Flemish woman, having 

wished to reside in the village, and to keep shop under 
the auspices of Van Kempen, he therefore lot his house 
and lot at German Town, to this man, for a considera. 
tion, and engaged to pay rent for the house he had taken 
in the villoge. This is the outline respecting these five 
families, which altogether amount to twenty-one persons. 
‘No time hnd been lost in sending thoir children to the 
school-house, where they were now, in common with 
‘others, learning to read, to sew, and to make plait for 
hints. Mr. Rowloy had baptized them all, and married 
the heads of the families, who, hitherto, had lived to- 
gether merely by consent, as is the custom with all negroes 
| and people of colour in Jamaica. 

About « month previous to my return, a discovery of 
some consequence had been made at German Town, by 
Adrian Wor and William Schwartz, In process of time, 
‘the few pipes brought by the Germans, had become quite 
useless, being either worn out, or broke entirely. And 
‘this, to them was a great privation, us they found but 
puny comfort in a cigar. Adrian Wor, by accident, 
found some good clay below the rocky face of the hill 
eust of the town, with which he contrived to make a few 
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short shapeless pipes. ‘Thos, with the assistance of 
Schwartz, he managed to burn tolerably well, and gave 
them, as he made them, to his friends and countrymen, 
The two mon having accomplished this great matter, 
tried their hand at fabricating some brown dishes, which, 
after a few failurcs and further perseverance, and a lesson 
from Hart the bricklayer, as to the necessity of mixing 
sand with the clay, they succooded so well, that when 
the business wax mentioned to me by Doctor Gorton, 
I desired that Hart should go over to German Town, 
with a load of bricks in the Avon, and erect a spacious 
kiln for these men; which he did, and finishod it before 
‘the end of the month. After the kiln was completed, 
they contrived to burn « considerable quantity of coarse 
ware; not very well shaped, I must confess, but the spe- 
cimens I received, gave me so much satisfaction that for 
their encouragement, I made them a present of the kiln, 
and two tons of conls; part of our stock imported for 
burning lime. 

‘On Saturday, the 22d of December, there was a grand. 
ficld-day. We mustered seventy-two rank and file, in 
cluding Sergeant Craig, the two corporals, the drillman 
and drummers; besides three artillory-mon, who attended 
muster with one of the ficld-pieces, The new comers 
were well dressed and equipped, and having belonged to 
the militia at Jamaica, did not disgrace the sqund. My 
brother acquitted himself well, as Captain of the band, 
Both great guns, and small arms, were exercised ; the 
business finished with firing ball at a target. 

On the following day, which was the Sabbath, I had 
the plensure to soe a full attendance at divine worship, 
‘The people were all remarkably clean and neatly dressed, 
every one wearing straw hats, the manufacture of the 
island. Many persons, black as well as white, joined in 
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the hymns; and » joyous feeling seemed to be imparted 
to the whole congregation, by the discourse of our excel- 
lent pastor, who took his text from the second chapter of 
‘St. Matthew:—" Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
Sor we have seen his star in the Bost, and are come to wor~ 
‘ship his.” He represented the Saviour’ coming, as the 

star, ushering in the light of day, before which 
the long night of darkness was dispelled, that for so many 
‘ages had hung upon the nations, The blessed Gospel, 
ho said, was as the sea breese, with healing on its wings, 
that comes in from the portals of the Enst, brenthing life 
and comfort to all who feel its influence. He then dwelt 
‘on tho holy procepts of our blessed Redeemer, and on 
the righteous example he had set before us; and desired 
‘as, if we would call him Lord, to adorn his Gospel by the 
‘anctity of our lives, In concluding his most excellent 
discourse, he said,—* in n few days we shall have the 
happiness to commemorate the anniversary of the 
Messiah's coming, as foretold by the wise men who saw 
hie stor in the East, a day of rejoicing to all men; for in 
the end, his Gospel shall cover the earth as the waters 
cover the sea.” 

The Tuesday following, was Christmas day. Tho 
dawn was awakenod by the drum and fife playing, “ The 
‘Reveillez."” Every thing had been provided for the /ith- 
‘mean games, and a festival enjoyment propared, for the 
people, and ourselyos, a8 on the preceding year. It was 
‘delightful to me—to my dear Eliza it was the same—to 
‘be present at their sports; and to witness both men, 
‘women, and children, enjoying themselves with the vari- 
‘ons refreshments, and pastimes, that hud been provided 
for their recreation and amusement. The St. George's 
‘flag, which has a white field with a red cross, was hoistod 
at sunrise, on a flag-staff lately erected at the fort; but 
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ns I now thought it necessary to husband our gunpowder, 
‘no salute was fired, as on the former anniversary of this 
blessed day, 

All our friends banqueted with us at the mansion: we 
aseambled in our best attire, and my dear wife wore the 
diamond cross which our much-lamented Queen had 
placed upon her breast. All our plate and best dinner 
equipage were displayed. Mistress Rota covered the 
table sumptuously with three courses in succession, fol- 
lowed hy a dessert of delicious fruits, all the product of 
this late desolate island. Master Diego stood behind 
my chair, in state, dressed in his blue and gold, boing 
more superbly attired, but equal in self-importance to 
King Cudjoe of the Maroons. His six bargemen, in 
white jackets and petticoat trowsers, with new Bandana 
handkerchiefs tied loosely in a bowling knot round their 
shirt collars, wore also in attendance; besides my two 
habitual men-servants, Rowland Dick und Raymond 
Price (the mulatto drummers sent to me by Governor 
Trelawney), now drossed in the King’s livery. Mistress 
Rota took post in the second hull, where she received the 
maid-servants in a train with the supplies from the kitchen, 
whence they were forwarded to the dinner-table in dae 
order, without bustle or confusion. 

I confess I felt proud, as I sat opposite to my beloved 
wife, in gazing on her, and on the cross she wore; and 
in the recollection of the love and friendship the royal 
hestower of it, had on all occasions manifested for ber 
who wore it. I felt proud, also, in seeing myself sur 
rounded by affectionate relations and kind friends; and 
in being so sumptuously served by the produce of our 
own settlement. In this latter consideration, my satie~ 
faction was completo: it could not be increased, even by 
the wines of the finest quality, from Madeira, the Rhine, 
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and the Garonne, that now associated thomselves with 
our native dessert, nor by the brave appearance of my 
men in waiting. 

After dinner, Rosalio came in with Mr, Rowley's chil- 
| dren. She, as well as they, was desired to take m soat at 
| the table, This matter had been talked over by my dear 
wifo, not only with me, but with Mr, and Mrs. Rowloy; 
‘and it had been determined that, considering her uniform 
good conduct, her excellent education, and respectable 
descent, she might be promoted to the rank of companion 
to Lady Scaward, with strict propricty, and treated ns 
‘one of the family. Rosalie was modest, though frank and 
lively; she hesitated to take the chair offered to her.— 
Mademoiselle Filibort,” said my dear Eliza, “ I seize 
on the opportunity this day affords mo, of seating you 
among my friends, and by the side of those dear children 
whom we love. Their father, and your father, and my 
father,—ministers of the same Lord, whose day we now 
‘celebrate,—presents a bond of union, I am not disposed 
to reject. I therefore desire you to be seated among us; 
and because I esteem you for your own sake, I wish 
henceforth to rank you among my friends, and to treat 
you 2s my companion, and as one of the family.” — 
Rosalie expressed her thanks, with much good feeling and 
courtesy, ax she sat down; on which T drank her health, 
‘all our friends following my example, ‘Then she sung, 
‘and played to us on her guitar; and tho day was made 
to resound with docent joy, throughout the settlement. 

On the 27th, we hud the pleasure to receive intelligence 
from the look-out on the promontory, that the Porghce 
was in sight, but alono; and in the afternoon she made 
‘her way into the harbour, with baflling winds and squally 
weather; coming to an anchor on the starboard bow of 
the Spanish prize. I was rejoiced to see Drake again, 
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for T had not been without some nneasiness for his timely 
return; knowing too well how to appreciate the dan- 
gerous tomposts which visit these seas soon after the 
winter solstice, not to wish anxionsly for his safe arrival 
before the weather became unsettled. 

He brought me a lettor from the Admiral, which was 
short, but quite satisfactory: — Dear Sir,—All you wich 
shall bedone:—thank you for the sheep. Yours, Edward 
Vernon."— Laconie enough, Drake,” said I, folding 
up the letter, aftor baying cast my eye over its contents: 
“however, it says all I should desire; so I have no 
reason to complain.—The Admiral, we know, is a man of 
deeds, and not of words; [ therefore excuse his apparent 
want of courtesy.” —* I assure you, Sir Edward,” replied 
Dmike, “ he was not so hard ap for words in speech, as 
on paper: he said you were ‘9 fine fellow, dirtily ased3” 
and he had great pleasure in serving you.—The manner 
in which he behaved, showed his sincerity: he ordered 
every facility to be given to the vessels to dispose of 
their cargoes; the greater part of which was cold before 
T came away, and for which hard dollars had been re- 
ceived by Van Kempen.” Then turning to my brother, 
who stood by eager to hear more,—“ Mr. Seaward,” 
continued Drako, “ I have « letter for you, from Mynbeor 
Van Kempen, and a remittance on bourd on account of 
sales, up to the day of my departure, to the tane of 
6000 dollars.” 

Drake then resumed his discourse to me. He had 
arrived at Porto Bello on the 8th; and he sailed thenee 
again, in company with a equadron of men of war, 0 
the 13th; and proceeded with the Admiral off Cartha- 
gena, where, from his local knowledge, he was employed 
a fow days to reconnoitre the Spanish foree; but finally 
received orders, on the 24th, to make the best of his way 
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to Seaward Islands, and thence go on to Jamaica with 
the prize, “Well, Captain Drake,” said I, affecting an 
‘austere tone, “and what is your intention as to the time 
‘of your sailing for Jamuica?"—# To obey the Admiral’s 
order promptly, Sir Edward,” he replied: “ I will sail 
to-morrow, if you have no objection,”—'* To-morrow, 

Drake!—are you mad? look at the weather,” was my 
reply —“ The weather must not prevent me, Sir Edward; 
it ought not. The Admiral is at sea, and I dare not 
skolk in harbour.” Answered my gallant friend.—* But 
you must stay for the christening,” said Mr. Rowley; 
“we meanto christen your little girl on Sunday.”—“ My 
public duty is my first consideration, Mr. Rowley,” re- 
plied Drake: “ if it did not stand in the way, nothing 
ould be so great a happiness to me as that you propose.” 
—* Then, Captain Drake, for the good of his Majesty's 
service, the Governor of Seaward Islands will prevent 
you,” said I, “from drowning yourself and crew, because 
you think it your duty to obey the Admiral’s orders, 
fm tho face of an approaching tempest! Although the 
Adminl is now at sen, before many days are over his 
‘head, he will be of my mind, and wish himself, and every 
‘ship under his command, in any nook or harbour that 
wroald ahelter them. Get your schooner into Peceury 
‘Creek; tow your prize in there also. Do it without loss 
‘of times and you shall have my written order, for all 
I now command to be done."—* Sir, I obey,” maid 
‘Drke, gravely; then, taking a glass of wine, good- 
humouredly drank my health, and quitted the hall to 
put my orders into execution. 

- The bad weather did not come on so instantaneously 
os T expected, yet it continued to lower and threaten 
daily; beiag sometimes calm, sometimes blowing sharply 
all round the compass; which reminded my dear Eliza, 
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staff on the height above German Town, and the third 
on the summit of the Sugar-Loaf Hill on Edward's 
Tsland; where Drake had planted a flag-staff ulso, and 
ap to which an indifferent cork-screw walk had been 
cat in my absence.—From this last post, a vessel was 
seen in distress to the north-west, evidently stranded. 
Although the weather continued still boisterous, and a 
heavy sca was rolling in upon the reefs to the westward, 
IEeeaking furlonsly over them, Drake loat no time in 
manning my barge and his own boat, with some of his 
best men; and taking the Avon also with him, manned 
by the blacks (his former crew and present townsmnen), 
attended by two canoes, which were paddlod by Diego's 
men; he mado the best of his way round the south head- 
land of Edward's Island, keeping between the innermost 
range of breakers and the shore. 

‘No small devastation had been committed on the island. 
At my own place, the plantation storehouse was blown 
down; Sergeant Craig’s house nearly unroofed. Many 
ee were blown off the mansion; and the whole of 

the poultry house, stocendove and all, were curried away, 
and blown up against the stone kitchen, and even back 
to the very face of the hill, by which some of the stock 
was killed. Much injury also hud been done at German 
‘Town; so that the exertion of all hands not gone in the 
boats, was immediately called for, and no delay allowed 
in making the necessary arrangements for repairing the 
various sorts of damage sustained, 

A little before noon one of the boats retarned to say, 
that the vewel was a Kingston privateer; that all the 
people would be saved; and that the vessel was lying on 
a sand-bank within the reef, with her side bent in, where 
‘nothing but n most tremendous heave of the sea could have 
curried her. Four of the privateer’s men, who had been 
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hart, were brought on share in the bont, and placed im- 
mediately under the care of Dr. Gordon. Before night 
the whole of the crew, thirty-five mon and the captain, 
were safely landed at the village, and every comfort 
afforded them that our present situation would admit. 
In consultation with Mr, Rowley, I determined to 
borrow the Lord’s day, and work, as our need was press- 
ing ; and to dedicate an early day, in lieu, to fasting and 
prayer, which we might hope in mercy would be accepted, 
‘This 1 made known at night to the people; and we pro- 
ceeded on Sanday morning, at daylight, the day being 
fine, and the weather settled, to repair our most urgent 
damages. The Captain of the privateer, at the same time 
being supplied with boats, attended by Martin, Purdy, 
and the two New Englanders, was sent off to endeavour 
to save what stores he could from his vessel; with diree- 
tions to land them on the northwest end of Edward’s 
Teland, and there make an encampment with spars and 
sails for thelr reception, and the accommodation of his 
men. I gave orders that provisions should be sent off 
daily from the village by boat, to w little bay within o 
hundred yards of the place intended for their encamp+ 
ment, but on the hither side, opposite German Town. 
During the greater part of the week, every person in 
the settlement was actively employed one way or other, 
in repairing the injuries sustained from the hurricane, 
and in furnishing supplies for the privateer's crew. As T 
knew Drake must soon sail for Jamaica, I was under the 
necessity of engaging part of my time in writing official 
despatches to the Sccretary of State, descriptive of my 
Inte unpleasant mission to Porto Bello. And I did not 
omit writing a private letter to Lord Harrington on the 
subject, who had always manifested a feeling towards me, 
separate from his official situation. Letters were also 
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got ready by my dear wife, and my sister, for Awbury ; 
‘and I wrote, besides, some to Jamaica, also one to my 
banker in London, and another to my uncle at Bristol. 
On Friday we held a solemn fast; and on the follow- 
‘ing Sunday divine service was observed with due eolem- 
nity; after which, Mr. Rowloy christened Drako's denr 
little girl “Eliza.” The privateer’s men remained at 
their work as usual; but I sent a message to the Captain, 
requesting him to come to prayers: this he trented with 
orision, only laughing at the messenger, by whom he 
sent back rather a profane, and therefore a rade answer. 
‘Drake sailed with his prize on Tuesday, the 16th, and 
‘ty brother accompanied him, taking with him the 6000 
dollars that Van Kempen had sent from Porto Bello, 
‘and about 14,000 more, which he had lately amassed by 
commerce. Drake told me I must not expect his return 
under a month, for the schooner required new sheathing, 
and many other repairs. On his taking leave, I gave 
him a memorandum of some things required for our 
private use. Diogo, who then stood by at tho timo, 
eagerly suid,—“ And 100 cats, Captain Drake.” — 
“Thank you, Master Diego,” I exclaimed, “had forgot 
that most important commission. Bring us a good com- 
plement of rat killers, but not quite 100." Not one 
| too much, sir,” resumed Diego; “the rats very power 
ful, sir/’—“ Very well,” replied Drake, “I'll sec to it, 
Master Diogo.” 


‘The captain of the privateer would neither send any 
‘one to Jamaica in the Porghee, nor write by Captain 
Drake, nor give any clue to whom his vessel belonged ; 
which Induced us to suspect there was something wrong 
about him and his vessel; but E could not guess what. 
‘He himeelf was an Anglo-American, named Barnes; 
his crew, whites, mulattocs, and blacks; some of all 
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nations; something like ourselves in that respect. 
The Porghee was not two days gone, before this 
fellow and his people began to manifest not only un- 
gmteful, but insubordinate and rebellious conduct. 
Although they were well supplied with provisions every 
morning, a strong party of them went over to German 
Town, where they took away fowls, and behaved, more- 
‘over, with great indecency to some of the women, On 
hearing this, I sent Dr. Gordon to them, with a threat 
of stopping their supplies, if they did not conduct them- 
selves properly, ‘The threat appeared to have the desired 
effect, with regard to their manners on shor; but a fow 
days after, having learnt that they had ceased to attempt 
the removal of anything more from the wreck, I sent » 
‘message to Martin, ordoring him to return with the Avon 
and the other boats, but to leave one canoe. The captain, 
on being told this, absolutely refised to send his men 
round with the boats, or to suffer Martin and Purdy to 
got under sail with the Avon; but obliged them to return 
in the canoe, which T had despatched with my memage, 
and which was intended to be left for the accommodation 
of the strangers. I was not a little astonished when 
Martin ro-appearod without the boats, and described to 
me what had passed ; but I was doubly astonished, when 
he said, “They take away the boat from German Town, 
sir,—privatecr, no English privateer at all, sir, no more 
than buecaneer; rob, plunder, and kill every body.” 
‘This was a very unpleasant business. The villain had 
all our boats, excepting my barge, and two canoes; and 
I now had sufficient reneons for considering him an 
arrant pirate, ‘and for believing that his intention might 
be to put to sea in the Avon, with his most valuable 
effects, and rob, and plunder the settlement for sen stock; 
and perhaps take all the other boats with him, for his 


1740, NARRATIVES 333 


better accommodation. I, however, diseembled my dis- 
pleasuc, which induced him to think we were afraid of 
him. Provisions wore forwarded the next morning as 
usual, with a civil message, requesting the boats; to 
which he returned a surly answer, snying—* He was not 
done with them ;” at the same time making 4 requisition 
‘of certain things to be sent the next day, in addition to 
the customary supply. When I received his message, 
T could scarcely suppress the anger I felt rising in my 
‘breast at his insolence and ingratitude; and from this 
moment F Jost no time in muking the best dispositions in 
my power to get our whole band together, so as to trans- 
port them to Allwood's Bay by ten o'clock that night, 
which was very quickly and quietly accomplished. 

Sergeant Craig supplied every man’s cartouche box 
with twelve rounds of ball cartridge; and, that we might 
‘not look quite like ragamuffins, he made tho men dross, 
And this was the more necessary, as I lenrned from 
‘Martin that the fellows had saved both half-pikes and 
‘eutlasses from the wreck, and also fire-arms, though he 
believed no gunpowder. 

By eleven o'clock our men were formed in double 
rank in front of Allwood’s house. At the same time I 
despatched the barge round with Dicgo and his own 
crew, socompanied by Martin and Purdy, all well armed, 

| with directions to seize the Avon and the other bow, or 
to prevent their escape, should any of the pirates be em- 
barked in thom. I gave the barge time to got round the 
| hoadland, calculating she would afterwards keep way 
with us, and I then marched with the whole body, about 
‘sixty mon, through the narrow pars below Spring Hill. 
‘In an hour we arrived at the further end of Long Bay, 
| where we halted, and fixed bayonets; and in ten minutes 
‘more I surrounded the canvass sheds of the pirates, by 
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five divisions, of twelve men each. I immodiately de- 
tached one party, to the western beach, under Sergeant 
Craig; my object there being to possess myself of the 
Avon, and the other boats, In an instant the fellows 
were on the alert, but evidently in great consternation 5 
the Captain hullocing out “Cutlasses!” On which T 
said, in a loud voice, “That every man of his should 
instantly be shot, who appeared with a pike or cutlass.” 
I spoke loud enough to be heard by the whole party. 
But some of his fellows made an instant rash, with eut~ 
lasses in their hands, towards the beach. These despe- 
radoes were immediately fired on by our men nearest to 
them, who had given way to let them pass, On which, 
or in a few minutes after, they were attacked by Sergeant 
Craig’s party, and by Diogo and his crew, who had just 
landed; to whom they instantly surrendered. But the 
Capinin still was not disposed to yield, although some of 
his men had already fallen. I was therefore obliged to 
order the people to charge the villains, Young Allwood 
was cut down at the onset, and another man of ours also: 
but our bold fellows pushed forward on them, like brave 
soldiers, at onco overpowering them, But oven then we 
found much difficulty in complotely subduing and sceur- 
ing them, they being desperate ruffians, und their Captain 
fighting like « badger in a corner of the rock. As fast, 
however, as wo could do it, they were tiod, two and two 
together, with their own ropes; and I took special eare 
to have the Captain pinioned, aud otherwise well bound, 
and placed alone, The whole crew, excopt two killed 
and five wounded, were now made to sit together on the 
sand for the present, with a guard roand them. Diego's 
bange party, which had landed just after the volley was 
fired, having done their parts, wore now sent back to the 
boats with some additional hands; to get the craft round 
by the north end of the island, as quickly as possible. 
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‘My thoughts soon turned on those left at home; and 
‘in consequence I despatched two messengers, to make all 
speed hy the way we came, to inform Mrs. Drake and the 
women at Allwood’s Bay that the pirates were secured; 
and thence to proceed over to the mansion by a canoe, 
with tho like intelligence to Lady Seaward: then go for- 
ward to Peccary Field, and send on some of the negro 
‘women to German Town, and to the Doctor's houso, and 
to Soldiers’ Town, with the news. For I felt that my 
own dear wife, and every other man's deur wife, besides 
our kind-hearted minister, might not be without great 
‘anxiety on the occasion; although no one could have 
expected that fellows almost unarmed, would have offered 
‘resistance to a body of well-appointed men, double their 
numbers. 


Doctor Gordon took charge of the wounded men on 
the field; and at dawn of day, the two men killed were 
‘buried where they fell. The Avon and the other boats 
‘arrived from the opposite side of the island, soon after 
morning broke: and as it was my intention to put all the 
‘secured prisoners into this large boat, and tow her over to 
the block rock below the village, I thought it right first 
to examine their pockets; to take away knives, or any 
other destructive instrument, they might have about them. 
Th doing this, I discovered a little bag in the Captain's 
pocket, which contained emeralds of some value; likewise 
‘some Portuguese Johannas, and moidores, in his purse. 
Phe men, also, wore despoiled of some gold, a good deal 
"of silver, and a few knives: and although it was a tedious 
"process, I notod down with my pencil overy man’s name, 
tind whut bad beon taken from him. 

The Coptain remained perfectly sullen: he was an ugly 
black-whiskerod fellow, looking like a wild boar tied for 
‘the slaughter, But somo of tho mon were conciliatory, 
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saying a good deal; enough to let as know there were 
plenty of pieces of eight, and some smaller money, in bags 
under the canvass sheds, My first object, after the arrival 
of the boats, was to despatch the barge with the Doctor 
and wounded men, to be lodged with thelr comrades, the 
four hurt in the shipwreck. Young Allwood, and the 
other wounded man of ours, who was a negro of my 
brother's houschold, were sont to their respective homes, 
their wounds not being dangerous; and there were also 
some slight hurts on both sides, of still less consequence, 
not worth mentioning. The barge being gone with the 
wounded, I was in no hurry to send the other fellows off; 
bat made them remain on the strand, until 1 wrote an 
inventory of every thing taken, in their presence, ‘There 
wns not any article of value, besides the coins of which 
there were 9000 pieces of cight, in bags, and four bags of 
piastres, amounting to 4300 pieces of cight more, There 
were thirty-six cutlasses, as many half pikes, twenty old. 
muskets, five hangors, one of which was very handsome, 
a parcel of damaged sails and spars, some bales of silk, 
and other things. It came out, before we had done, that 
it bad been their intention to have built = small vessel out 
of the remains of the wreck; with which they intended to 
depart; but as the Captain thought the Avon might do 
Just as well, he suid it would save a great deal of time 
and trouble, if they would seize her: and they confessed 
that they did intend to put his plan into immediate exe- 
cotion: but whore he was to sail with her, they did not 
know, or would not tell, 

By nine o'clock, Diogo returned with the barge. The 
good old man had made a point of socing Lady Seaward, 
to assure her that I was well, and that I would soon 
appear with the prisoncrs, All the bullion and arme 
were put into his boat, and the prisoners into the Avon, 
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‘The other boats took the Avon in tow. The non-commis- 
sionod officers, and the three artillery-men, wero the only 
reserved for m guard. The other people were 
sent off to their respective habitations. Indeed, I was 
‘anxious to despatch thom to their homes; for this was 
the season for gotting in the crops, and they had been 
much hindered by various incidental circumstances. 

‘My dear wife, with Mr. and Mrs. Rowloy, and Rosalio, 
with kind-hearted Mistress Rota, wero all upon the beach 
to greet me on my landing. My beloved Eliza caught 
my hand, as I stepped from the boat. “Welcome, my 

_ Edward,” she said; “is all woll?”— All is well, my 
love,” I repliod ; “by the mercy of God, we huve been 
rescued from the perfidy of those villians."”—* You look 
pale and fatigued, Sir Edward,” said Mr. Rowloy; “come 
‘up, and take breakfast, which is ready waiting for you.” 
He would have given me his arm, but that my dear Eliza 
would not concede to any human being: so, ordering 
Diego and his men to bring up the bullion and the arms, 
T leaned on one who was born to Jean on mo; and wo 
walked up quietly together, followed by our friends. On 
entering the hall, when I took off my hat my dear wife 
perosived my hair matted with blood. You are wounded, 
Edward,” she exclaimed; “do you know it?”—“No, 
Tove,” I replied, Iam not wounded; why do you think 
#07" She then pat my hand on my head, where I found 
sure enough that I had received a slight cut; but on 
taking away the hair, it was seen to be of no importance. 

At breakfast, I detailed to our friends all that bad 
occerred. To many, such a recital would have occa- 
‘Sioned no emotions but such as might arise from senti- 
‘ments of indignation, at the ungrateful perfidy of the 
pirate and his crew: but Mr. Rowley lamented over 
‘their lost condition, as sinful men; and my tender Eliza 
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dropped a tear, when I said, * Two of them were killed, 
and buried on the spot where they fell.” 

After breakfast, I took Mr, Rowley with me to the 
village, to vieit the wounded men. We found Doctor 
Gordon with them. He had placed them comfortably 
on mattresses, and had dressed their wounds; and he 
now requested of me two persons to attend on them ; 
which I immediately granted ; and gave orders for every 
thing he might want, to be supplied ftom the mansion, 
for their conyenicnce. We now walked to the plank- 
honse; before which all the prisoners were standing. I 
dosired Sergeant Craig to anpinion the Captain, but to 
keep his legs fottered, and then confine him in the plank- 
house; where a sentry must always be kept over him, 
All the other follows, who amounted to twenty-four, 
wore marched within the cave storehouse stocendo. 
told them, I knew they were pirutes, without letter of 
marque or commission; and that as such, every one of 
them was Hable to be hung; but now was the time for 
any who chose to save themselves, to come forward and 
depose to the facts of their Captain's conduct; and that 
within an hour I would send to see who wore dispesed 
to speak the truth. This was declared in English, in 
French, in Spanish, and in Dutch, by different persons I 
had provided for that purpose. Mr. Rowley and myself 
now returned home, leaving an artillery sentinol at the 
gato, 
Within the hour, two men came forward, and were 
brought to the mansion. They were Englishmen, and 
Corniehmen from Mivigissey. ‘They stated, that they 
had entered with the pirate, to save their lives; that the 
vessel they first belonged to, had been plandered and 
burned by the pirate; and all the rest of the crow, with 
thelr Captain, boen made to walk the plank. They 
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detailed enormities I will not repeat: but stated, that the 
pirate had a rendezvous, where another like himeelf' re- 
‘sorted to, on a small island near the Mosquito shore. I 
took the depositions of these men, before Mr. Rowley; 
‘and then placed them again in confinement, but separate 
from the others, in a house of the village. I dosired 
‘bro more witnessoe of a difforent nation, which I soon 
found in 4 Frenchman and a Spaniard, who, on being 
examined, substantiated what the Englishmen had saids 
some other circumstances, that had happened 
prior to their capture. I took depositions from these 
men also; and this was enough. I then sent them to 
the same place whoro I had lodged the Englishmen. 
Twas determined not to allow the great body of villains 
to eat the bread of idleness; and as our people had been 
‘Mwuch interrupted by them, in the field Inbour, now #0 
pressing, I ordered the twenty that were confined within 
‘the stoceado, to be divided among the settlers, and set to 
‘work to-morrow morning, tied by the leg, two and two: 
Diego being instructed to employ the four King's evidences 
‘on our own grounds, at the silk-cotton-tree plantation. 
Early the next morning twenty cutlasses were distri- 
‘buted among the most discroct men of our different settle 
‘ments, and tho pirates divided among them. But before 
I ‘they were marched off fram the stoceado, they wore given 
| 





to understand, that if any of them attempted to run away 
from their work, or from the place they wero sent to, they 
shonld be shot. Indoed, all this precaution seemed neces- 
sary; for rope-chains were but packthread fastenings to 
wach daring renegadoes. I, however, ventured to trust 
‘to the precautions I had taken with respect to the men; 
but the smith was ordered to make substantial irons, for 
the legs of the pirate Captain, at which he worked night 
and day till they were finished. And I was glad when 
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they were put on; for this ruifian breathed nothing but 
vengeance and defiance. 1, however, kept him on biscuit 
and water, and obliged him to pick oakum for his pastime 
and maintenance. 

‘The Avon bad been much injured daring her late em- 
ployment, it was therefore necessary that she should be 
repaired; and as I could well spare Derrick, my bondman: 
and ship-carpenter, the boat was hauled up, and he and 
his apprentice set to work to put hor in thorough order. 
Twas the more disposed to do this nt the present time, ax 
by taking part of a plank out of her bottom, until every 
thing clse but the calking and painting were done, I 
should be relieved of apprehension as to the pirates put- 
ting into effect any conspiracy they might form to carry 
her off, and make their escape. 

‘The agricultural operations now went on apace; every 
‘one being employed, and the additional piratical hands 
giving great assistance. The wounded men were gradu- 
ally recovering, and every thing proceeded orderly and 
well. Thore was, however, no muster-day on the follow- 
ing Saturday. But we observed the Sabbath as usual, 
and brought the delinquents up to the hallowed spot, 1s 
possibly some good might come of it, On the following 
Saturday, the 2d of February, the labours of the field 
being nearly finished, I felt myself ut liberty to resame 
our military muster; the pirates now being within the 
cave stoceado, before which we paraded, 

When our men wero drawn up, I addressed them on 
the subject of the Inte encounter on Edward's Island. I 
told them that the persons we had made prisoners were 
pirates,—miscreants that plundered all nations ; who, not 
having the fear of God before their eyes, run forward in 
a career of wickedness, carrying death and destruction 
in its path, to every one they could overcome} bat now 
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ending, as all wickedness doos end, in their own destruc- 
tion, “But,” added I, turning round to the piratical 
crew; who stood close up to the bars of the stoccado, 
“evil us has been your conduct to us, it shall be my 
endeavour to save your lives; and I hope the law will be 
satisfied with taking that of your Captain only, Turn, 
therefore, to the God of Mercy, who has put this lenity 
into my heart, but whom you have long forgotten, or 
perhaps never knew, and pray to him that he may influ 
ence the minds of men in powor to dosire to save you, as 
Ido.” Then again addressing our own people, I said— 
“My brave fellows! you are all entitled to my best 
thanks, for you all did your duty cheerfully and unosten+ 
tatiously. Considerable booty, in silver, has been taken 5 
and T shall lose no time in petitioning the King of 
England to allow me to divide it among you, in such 
proportions a3 he may direct.” I then left thom to go 
through their evolutions; which they commenced by 
giving me three hearty cheers. 

In the evening, when Sergeant Craig came to me for 
orders, -he told mo that Barnes, the Pirate Captain, suid, 
he did not think, when the King’s schooner sailed, there 
wore above seven men-at-arma left on the island ;—that 
he was thundorstruck, whon he and his party were sur> 
rounded by soldiers;—he could scarcely believe his eyes, 
and for a few minutes thought he must be dreaming ;— 
that if he had known how it was, he would have put our 
pipe out the night before,—he would have given the 
Governor promotion! “The rascal had the hardihood 
to tell you this, Craig?” said I,—' Yes, sir,” he replied; 
“and seemed to have no other regret, than his not having 
done it.” 

‘On the next day, which was the Sabbath, our good 
minister preached expressly to the deluded men; but I 
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did not admit thelr Captain, He was kept in close con~ 
finement ut the plank-house, with a sentry over him. 
However, in the course of the week, Mr, Rowley desired 
permission to visit him in his clerical capacity; which I 
readily granted 

On Monday morning, I turned out the pirate crew in 
a body, and told them, that their fate, perhaps, depended 
on their orderly behaviour: that I was sbout to try them, 
by sending them altogether to complete a road on the 
opposite island. They promised fairly; and as soon as 
arrangements were made, I sent the whole gang, except- 
ing the King's evidences, and the wounded men, to All- 
wood's Bay; placing over them as guard the three 
urtillerymen, with orders to sce them finish the spiral 
road. It was to be made five feet in width, up to the 
summit of the Sugar-Loaf Hill, agreeably to the plan 
Drake had once explained to me; and which he bad 
attempted to begin, by cutting a kind of footpath in the 
direction he meant the road to be formed. 

The hurry of our agricultural operations being over, 1 
ordered & canvass shed to be erected at the foot of the 
hill for the pirates, well stocoadeed round; and for 
greater security, firearms were deposited with the sotthers 
at the bay. All this wus necessary ; for the work to be 
done, required that the follows should have pickaxes, and 
shovels, and spades,—arms of no despicable quality in 
such hands. But they went em during the week, and 
afterwards, quietly and orderly, in their labour. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Os the 26th of February, Van Kempen rotarned with 
the galliot and schooner from Porto Bello. His expe- 
dition had been successful beyond expectation, He had 
brought the merchandize to a market at his own price, 
and had purchased the eargo of a prize for a mere song, 
because she was not seaworthy to send to Jamaica, On 
Wodnesday the Sth of March, Drake made his appear 
‘ance, and came to anchor in the afternoon, Ho brought 
‘a schooner with him under convoy, which my brother 
had chartered at Kingston, to take in goods purposely for 
the Spanish murket. But the Mary, my uncle’s brig, 
also came in with bim; that vessel having arrived at 
Jamaica while he was there. We were all glad to see 
Taylor's veescl in company with the Porghos. I expected 
some commissions by hii of no ordinary kind; besides, 
weall were looking anxiously for letters from England. 
Drake brought an officer of engincers with him. This 
officer had been sent from England to join Admiral 
‘Vernon, but arrived too late by a few days, the Admiral 
baying sailed from Jamaica on the 25th of February; to 
which place he had gone, after the great January storm, 
hy which he had suffered severely. The Porghee, too, 
had boon obliged to wait for repoir, until all the large 
‘ships received their outfit; so that she bad not been able 
to sail for Seaward Islands, before the first of the present 
month, 


IT greeted my brave fellow with a hearty weloome on 
his landing, for I was heartily glad to see him again; bist 
‘being impatient to greet his Maria, he hastily introduced 
‘Captain Frazer to mo, and then was sbout to make his 
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escape to the’other side of the water. “I must see my 
Maria,” said he; “but will come again before sunset.” 
Not so fust, my dear friend,” I exelaimed;  T eannot 
allow you to go to Spring Hill, without first telling you 
that it is occupiod by pirates.” Drake stared at mo; 
and thon smiled ruther questionably, treating do) bn 
quiting eye to Mr. and Mrs, Rowley. 

answered the reverend gentleman, Drake eee 
his somewhat agitated look on my dear Elisa. “This 
mystery is not well!” she sald: “go, Captain Drake; 
perhaps your dear wife, with her baby, is anxiously ex~ 
pecting you, It is true, there are pirates ut Spring Hill; 
but they are prisoners,”— But what am I to make of 
this, Sir Edward?” exclaimed Drake.“ The fet is,” 
returned I, “we have been under the necessity of seizing 
those follows you eayed from the wreck, I have disco- 
vered them to be pirates; and there are now twenty of 
them, undera guard, employed in making the corkscrew 
road you projected, from the base to the summit of Sugar 
Loaf Hill.'—*T should like to see it," exclaimed the 
angincer. “ We shall have the pleasure of showing it to 
you to-morrow, Captain Prazer," I replied. “Now, my 
doar Drake,” continued I, “ speed home, and do not Tet 
me sce your face here again to-night; but to-morrow, 
us early as you please, There are many questions I wish 
to ask you, and some things I desire to tell you. Now 
be off; Captain Frazer shall be my guest the while.” 
Drake did not wait another bidding; but was making: 
his escape in right earnest, when Master Diego, like @ 
black genius, seized on the unlucky wight, exclaiming— 
“ Los Gatos, Capitan nobilet’—“ What the devil do you 
want, Diego?" replied Drake, hastening away, with my 
zealous mejor domo at his heels. —“ The cats, Captain 
Drake!” vociferated ho— O, there are two sacks fall 
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of them," rejoincd Drake, —“ Your pardon, Capitan 
‘sobile,” replied Diego, making a dead stand, and bowing 
profoundly; “Task pardon for great bad manners, sir.” 
Drake was the best tempered fellow in the world; so, 
tarning round, he took off his hat, and having returned 
‘Master Diego's low bow, made a precipitate retreat to 
boat, and rowed off, with all expedition, for his 


chateaw. 

Afler coffee, Captain Frazer, and myself walked out 
shew the lions of the place. I was desirous to take 
im to the great silk-cotton tree, and some other things; 
ho directed himself immediately to tho battory. I 

therefore bent my course with him at once from the 

mansion, to that point. He surveyed it for some time 
| without making any observations, then asked mo what 
other batteries I had on the Island. I told him, we had 
only one gun on the height above us. He said he would 
like to go up and see it, I wished him to have a mule, 
| but he preferred climbing the ascent on foot; and as I 
‘now thonght myself quite strong enough; and as the 
‘cool of the evening was approaching, I offered to accom- 
pany him on foot nleo. Sergeant Craig was in attend- 
ance; 80 we ascended the promontory all together. 
‘From the fiag-staff, Captain Frazer had « bird's-eye 
‘view of the islands, their channels, and harbour. He 
asked many questions respecting all these points; on 
which I was able to satisfy him tolerably well. We 
‘then retarned to the mansion, the stars appearing as we 
descended the hill, Captain Taylor of the Mary, was 
‘waiting to see me; I therefore mrned our military guest 
‘over to the ladies, and went apart with Taylor, to talk 
over matters of « different interest to that which had just 
‘occupied my attention, 

Next morning I laid the chart of the islands before 
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Captain Frazer, by his desire, He enterod on the sub- 
ject of our defensive arrangement, as Drake camo in; 
and he soon made it clear to me, that the ten guns were 
placed in a worse than useless position. Ho said, where 
they now were, they could make no defence aguinst the 
entrance of ships; and that the battery was too weak to 
do anything, after @ force bad got in: in fact, it would 
only serve to draw a destructive fire upon my own resi- 
dence. He thought the rock below the conical hill, was 
the best place for a battery; there, the southern passage 
‘was open to its fire, and by such n situation it would 
comand the harbour in every direction, * And,” 
continued he, “if you were to place a large gun, with 
a depressing carriage, on the summit of the hill above 
the rock, (which you can do easily, ae you are making « 
spiral road to the top of it,) that gun would command 
the fort below. So that even if the fort were taken, you 
could beat the enemy out of it again in a trice."—* You 
are right, sir,” said I, “and your ideas shall be put into 
immediate execution.”"—“ Well," he replied, “wo will 
visit the opposite side, and I shall then be able to speak 
more positively on the subject.” 

After breakfast, we went to Allwood’s Bay, and recon- 
noitered the rock opposite the great conical hill. Here 
Coptain Frazor now expressed himself as being quite 
certain of the eligibility of the plan he had suggested. 
We then inspected the working gang, under the artillery 
guard; who, by this time, had got half way to the bill'« 
summit, and therefore had made more than two-thirds of 
the road. Many large trees had been falled during this 
operation; and, now stripped of their branches, they lay 
for timber on the grounds below. Drake was delighted 
with what had been done, and by the plan ia contem- 
plation. 
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wo had winded up the spiral road, until it 
‘us immeiiiately opposite to the black rock, om 

new fort was to be constructed, Captain Frazer 
‘stood etill, and said—" We will throw a draw- 
over the narrow pass, from this point, to our 
fort. I think we stand twenty-four feet above 
‘This must be the only entrance to the fort. 
‘position will add much to its security.” I was 
| pleased with the idea; and admired the sagacity, 
in & moment, saw its application to the situation 
proposed new battery. On our return down the 
some encouraging things to the miserable 
whom T sent for from their work above, to hear 
had to sny to them. I expressed to them my 
etiow in what they had done; and said, [had little 
bt but that the happiest consequences would result 
siendy perseverance in their present orderly and 
conduct. 


_ After paying our respects to Mrs. Drake, we proceeded 
‘im my barge to reconnoitre the positions at the northern 
‘of the harbour. After some time, Captain Frazer 

‘on the steep rocky eminence situated towards the 
point of Edward's Island, for two guns; which 

d at once command the northern channel, cover 
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near the spot where the pirates’ vacant encampment yet 
stood, I could not resist the desire I had to show it to 
Captain Frazor, and to Drake. Whoo on the ground, I 
told thom the story of the conspimcy, and fought the 
battle over again. “The scoundrels!" exclaimed Prazer. 
—“ Ab, bat brave fellows, Sir Edward!” cried Drake; 
“fing follows, in a good cause! See how they Jaid about 
therm with their eutlasses ! if the King of Spain's guards 
had been opposed to them, it would have been the same,” 
~—“ That's all very fine,” observed Captain Frazer, “ but 
their canse was a bad one, and that is the present question; 
and if they get their deserts, every mun of them must be 
hanged.” —*I own that; bat I have promised to snve them 
all, if 1 can,” said I, “except tho captain, And it is my 
intention to send him, by and by, in the Porghee, to 
Jamaica to be tried. Four of his crew have impeached 
him with plundering vessels of different nations, ard 
forcing their captains, passengers, and crows to melk the 
plank." —" Walk the plank!” inquired Captain Prazer ; 
“what is thot ?”—* Te is,” I replied, “ nothing more mor 
Jess than forcing them to walk overboard into the sea.” 
Having finished our conversation, we took a peep at 
the wreck with the glass. “I would advise you, Sir 
Edward,” said Drake, “to order all the things saved 
from the wreck, to be sold in Jots, and the hull of the 
vessel also, and let it be done by vendue; by which you 
will close your responsible account to whomsoeyer the 
things may belong, if they don’t fetch five dollars.” 1 
thanked Druke for this piece of sound counsel; and as I 
was aware that the Porghee must proceed forthwith to 
Porto Bello, 1 made it my first business, on returning 
home, to order proclamation to be made, fixing the very 
ext morning for the public sale; that it might not take 
Place after Drake's departure. For if it did, it might 
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opportunity to the pirates, to take advantage of the absence 
‘of the people from their homes. 

After dinner, Captain Frazer was so kind as to drave 
‘out plans for the two forts he had suggested ; and made 
‘the model of a depressing carriage, for the large gun, to 
be mounted on the summit of the Sugar-Loaf Hill: which 
sort of gun, he said, he had no doubt could be ensily 
‘obtained at Porto Bello; as most likely it was in con- 
templation to demolish the fortifications of that place 
entirely. 

‘On the-following day many of the people uttended the 
uetion; but my brother and Van Kempen wore too 
‘much pressed for time, to go, having matters of much 
greater importance to attend to. The clerk of the Por- 
ghee was appointed vendue master, and got his per 
fentage on the sale accordingly. The hull nnd spars 


_ were bought by Allwood and his son Manus, ‘The torn 


sails, the cordage, some boxes of damaged cvchineal, a 
few bales of soiled silk, and some other articles, valu. 
able before they had been drenched by the sea, together 
‘with some smaller things of little note, were purchased 
chiefly by the people of the village, und others, ‘The 
whole only netting 432 dollars. 
By Saturday the 8th, the shipping arrangements were 
T had advised Captain Taylor to go to 
Porto Bello with the Mary, and soll on my uncle's 
gecount, instead of disposing of any part of his cargo 
here: and much to Van Kempen’s credit, he strongly 





urged the same; although, he owned, it was against his 


own immediate interest to do so, But Taylor demurred; 
‘saying, “Mr. William Scaward was a strict and straight- 
forward man; and so particular, in not allowing any 
deviation from his orders, that he could not venture to 
do as we suggested,” He therefore sold to Van Kempen 
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and my brother, whatever they plensed to select, at the 
prices affixed by my uncle to the invoices taking bills on 
England for the amount, The galliot was loaded with 
the goods purchased from the Mary, and the chartered 
schooner wns full of the merchandise brought in her 
from Kingston, With these vessels, Van Kempen sailed 
under convoy of the Porghee, for Porto Bello; and the 
Mary went out nt the same time for Honduras, to take 
advantage of the eseort for a short distance. I wrote = 
lettor to Admiral Vernon, by Captain Drake, requesting 
two forty-eight, and fourteen cighteen-pound guns, with 
fifty or a hundred rounds of shot for each, And T de- 
sired Drake to procure for me two or three competent 
stone-masons, if possible; offering them good wages, and 
a safe return, should they desire to go back. On receiv- 
ing my lever, and last instructions, he and Captaiy 
Frazer took their leave; my best thanks being returned 
to the engineer, for his very valuable services in pointing 
out to me the proper way of defending our harbour. 

We had.no military muster to-day, but Diego mustered 
his eats, whoso rank and file fell short of a hundred by 
fourscore und ton; however, he was rejoiced to see even 
the few that bad been bronght. And having spoken to 
Van Kempen on the subject, ho hoped in time to be 
master of an ample supply. But indood we bad all 
reason to be glad of the present importation, if it were 
only to keep the rats out of the dwelling-houses ; which 
they had already bogun to infost, us well as the store 
houses, although not in great numbers. 

In a few days the Tom Cod sailed for Jamaica, with 
her loading of the merchandise brought from Porto Bello, 
‘bot my brother romainod with us. After the departure 
of all the vessels, I looked clasoly into every thing at the 
settlement, seeing that every one was industriously ocou- 
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pied in their calling, even to the children. I visited 
every place, and saw that the damage done by the hurri- 
cane had been repaired, as fr as the power of man conld 
doit, Ihad my own stoccadoed pen, with the fowls? 
louse, and other buildings for the stock, re-built sub- 
stantially In two separate enclosures, behind the houses 
cof Diego wnd Derrick; leaving the ground at the back 
of the mansion clear and open. By this alteration we 
_ were relieved from much inharmonious noise, and other 
fuisances. And in a little time I caused the central point 
“of the open space to be occupied by a beautiful little 
| Jet Peau, conveyed through a small leaden pipe from tha 
above the silk-eotton tree, and made to play into 
atone basin, which had been brought out to me in my 
‘uyclo’s brig. This jet d’cav was a dolightful object, when 
‘Jooked at from the dining hall through the great door to 
the east; especially when the sin rose high enough above 
the promontory, to shine upon it; a rainbow was then 
‘seen in the nir, quite close to it, And now thnt the pen 
and poultry houses were removed, the finely-wooded hill, 
appeared through the shining spray. 

On the 26th, Drake came back from Porto Bello, 
‘well ladea ; and had left Van Kempen behind, with the 
two merchant vessels. The Porghee had arrived there 
with her conyoy, on the very day the Admiral returneit 
from bombarding Carthagena, and Drake lost no time in 
_ waiting on him with my letter, and to introduce Captain 
Prozer. “1 um glad to see you, sir,” said the Aduiral 
to Drake. “ But what are you sent hore to do?” was hin 
salutation to the Captain of Enginoers, who bowed, ant 
presented his letters. ‘The Admiral went aside, until he bait 
read them, and mine; then returning, said—" Mr. Drake, 
‘Fou may take away as many i iron guns, and as mach 
shot, from the batteries of Porto Bello, as you please, 
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Captain Fraser, I have no doubt you are a very clever 
fellow in your way ; but the Captain of the Diamond is 
also a yery clever fellow, n capital engincer, both ashore 
and afloat; so, if you please, you may take the command 
of Gloria Castle, or any other fort, ar place heres but T 
will not embark you in my ship.” 

Drake, having got a carte blanche for iron cannon, and 
shot, helped himself in the course of the week to sixteen 
large guns; two of which were calibred for shot of forty 
six pounds’ weight; the others for just half that weight 
‘of metal, Those sized guns aro awkward for an English 
fortress, there not being any English shot that will fit 
them; but Drake had taken pretty good care to provide 
against that circumstances for he not only brought away 
their carriages complete, rammers and all, but also above 
fifly tons of shot, and several bales of unfilled paper and 
woollen cartridges. He helped himself also to some iron 
crow-bars, and a few wimple-jennios, that were of great 
service. He was also fortunate enough to succeed in 
procuring four regular stone-masony, natives of Oki 
Spain, at three dollars per week each; their provisions 
and safs return being also promised. 

‘The Admiral sent for Drake ufter some days; it was 
on the 2Ist. He then talked to him about the prize, 
saying there should be 5/ a man, hend-money. He was, 
however, 80 wall pleased when hoe heard that his share 
was ut least 10,000 dollars upon the cargo, that he said— 
“What can I do to serve you, Mr. Drake?"—“If you 
will send Sir Edward Seaward some gunpowder with the 
cannon,” replied Drake, “I know it will be acceptable. 
And although it is for the public service, nothing could 
gratify him or myvelf, more.”—* Sit down, sir,” said the 
Admiral. He then wrote an order for forty barrels of 
Spanish gunpowder; which ho gave to Dmke, with a 





1740. NARKATIVE. 343 
Jetter for myself; ordering him to be ready to put to sew 
with the squadron on the morrow. Drake took in the 


| gunpowder for me, and a fow cats for Diego} and sailed 
with the Admiral in the morning: but when out of port, 
_ was ordorod to procoed direct for Seaward Islands; the 
squadron at the same time shaping its course for Punte 
Y Toro, to make an attack on the Castle of Chargre, at the 
" embouchure of that river. Tho Admiral’s letter to mo 
was in the usual style, short and “T have sent you 
_ some Spanish guns; and, at Mr. Drake's request, some- 
‘thing to cram them with. He says you haye taken some 
oo! send them to me, as they are men at arms, I will 
t ork for them. Yours, E. V.—P.S, I'll send you 
some sick, and a vessel to repair now and then; Mr. 
_ Drake says you have brave means and good will. ‘Bosna 
_ day or other T may take a look at you, E, V.”" 
When T had rend this letter, which was afer Drake 
had finished his recital of what had occurred, I said— 
“Your zeal is great, my dear friend; thank you for what 
you have accomplished. Bring the masons on shore, 
and let them be comfortably lodged in the village for the 
present. But I fear we shall disappoint the Admiral’s 
expectations, as to refitting any of his vessels ax he would 
wish, or in giving a competent asylum to his sick; we 
Eade Now speed you to the other 
‘side, and bring your wife over to dinner. We will then 
_ make some arrangements for future operations.” 
walked with him down to the beach, and on our way 
l ‘we met Master Diego, who had beon on the look out for 
the needful. His boat's crew were at his heels, every 
ome with fine cat under his arm; Diego carrying o 
‘monstrous beast, as black as himself, “Thank you, 
Sone said; “will shake rats now, sir, out 
of their skins.” 
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My dear sister came over with her bustand to dinner, 
as I had desived; after which, he and I made arrange 
ments over a cigar, for putting Ceptain Frazer's plan 
into immodiate effect. In discussing the business, we 
found the cigars very handy in helping us through some 
of the intricacies of our subject. By arranging given 
number of them on the table, the sides and angles of the 
fort to be built at Spring Hill, were delineated agreeable 
to Captain Frozer’s plan; a couple of them, placed 
parallel to cach other, separnted about an inch, repre 
sented the drawbridge; and a dozen of the ends of those 
that hat been smoked, served to represent the guns when 
mounted. Thus, by help of the cigars, haying the ad- 
vantage of both fire and smoke, to assist our contem- 
plations in the formation of the battery, we at length 
concluded on all that was to be done; our dear friends 
the while looking on and listening to us, not o little 
‘mused by the tobacco fortification, 

On the following morning, T went over to Allwood's 
Bay; and being joined by Drake, it delighted me to wite 
mess the complete manner in which the spiral road to the 
surnmit of the Sugar-Loaf Hill had been finished : but it 
wus necessary to make a platform on the top. This we 
now marked out, twenty-four fect in diameter; informing 
the artillery-men, that a forty-six pound gum was to be 
mounted on it, With this piece of intelligence they were 
highly delighted. The four Spanish masons now came 
over from the village, and were lodged with honest 
Xavier. I mot them at the house where they were, and 
laid Captain Frazer's plan before them on the table, 
Ounce of these men was remarkably intelligent; and I was 
also happy in finding a competent interpreter, in my old 
negro friend Xavier. I told the masons they should 
have twelve labourers, who must quarry the stone om the 
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‘spot, or near it: and that the work must be set about 
without loss of time; and that I would take care to 
provide plenty of lime, before they could want it. Twelve 
of the pirate labourers, attended by two of the artillery- 
men, were then appointed to work at the fort; leaving 
one with the remaining fellows, to complete the platform. 

‘The next day the Porghee discharged her powder, 
which was conveyed to the magaxine. She then went 
‘over to Spring Hill rock, where she put on shore one 

gun, with twelve of the others, snd a 
large portion of the shot; returning in the evening to 
her anchorage. On the morning after, a forty-six pound 
gun, with a proportion of shot, wore landed upon the 
rocks below Fort George, by huuling alongside: and tho 
same day she disembarked the other two guns, and the 
remainder of the shot, on the rock whore the other battery 
‘waa to bo built. 

While Drake was thus employed, I wrote my letters 
to the Governor of Jamaica, in which I enclosed the 
depositions regarding the pirates; and on the 20(h the 
Porghee sailed for Kingston, with the pirate Cuptain, 

Barnes, and the four men of his crew thar 
impeached him, Before Drake took his leave, I gave 
him an abstract from tho list 1 had made of the thingy 
taken from the pockets of the pirate’s crew, the morning 
they were seized. This abstract related to the four men 
he was about to convey to Jamaica, as witnesses; and 
with it I gave him their things also, dirocting him to 
restore them if the men should be liberated. I told the 
Governor in my letter, that Admiral Vernon would find 
wuee for the pirato’s crow; and, indeod, it might be just us 
well to suffer them to be killed by the Spaniards, as to 

| take the trouble of trying them, and hanging them our- 
selves. In my opinion, an Semeanlosorss. oe 
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‘year's rent to my tenants, and to distribute 1001 among 
the poor of Awbury and Harifield (in addition to the 
monoy alrendy allowed), in such sums and at such timos 
zs he might see necessury. To this I most sincerely 
added our regrets, that it was not in our power to send 
them a supply of flour and other provisions, However, 
I suggested to Drake und my brother, the idea of order- 
ing a cargo from Virginia for Bris uit the war, and 
other difficultics, soon obliged me to give up the scheme. 

‘Meanwhile Van Kempen had arrived with his vessels; 
which were sent off direct with their cargoes to Jamuics, 
consigned to Mr. Green. But the Tom Cod did not 
return to Seaward Islands with Drake; that vessel 
having gone to Virginia, under @ homeward-bound cone 
yoy through the Gulf; to carry flour and biscuit to Porto 
Bello, at Van Kempen’s suggostion;—the English ships 
there, being much in want of those articles: indeed, all 
thelr provision was bad, both beef and biscuit. T wished 
she could haye taken her cargo to England. 

For very many months, there was not a forvign arrival 
in our harbour; which I attributed to the war with Spain. 
But on the 23d, a French brig made its appearance off, 
‘and was piloted in, She was bound to the Spanish Main, 
‘but had sruck on a reef of rocks somewhere to the south- 
west of us; and being very leaky, was glad to get shelter 
anywhere. I received the Captain with great civility, 
telling him his veasel should be repaired. Preparations 
‘were necordingly made, the cargo Innded, and the vessel 
hove down. However, in the meantime, Van Kempen 
‘and my brother bought all the cango; and sold him cacao, 
and other South-Amorican produce, cheaper than he 
could buy it on the Main. Tn w fortnight, he put again 
to sen; having made « better voyage, he said, than if no 
secident had happenod to him; and our merchants, and 
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honest fiseal, had also good reason to be satisfied with 
the reef that sent him to our port, for they also had made 
a good thing of it, 

Drake had been employed, since hia Inst arrival, in 
getting one of the largest guns up to the flag-staff on the 
promontory; whence he then moved the twelve-pounder 
alroady thore, to the face of the precipice, that overlooks 
the isthmus. And he now set the millwright, smith, 
and Derrick, to work, to make a depressing carriage on 
Captain Frazer's plan, for the large gun now at the flag- 
staff on the promontory ; and also one for the other lange 
gun, to be mounted on the summit of Sugar-Loaf Hill, 
He was indefatigable at Spring Hill, while the platform 
was finishing; and also in forwarding the building of 
the fort, which went on with great spirit, Om the Ist of 
May, he got the other large gun up to the platform, and 
‘on the sucoceding day onrried up the shot, and fixed the 
gun for service. A new flag-staff was erected in the centre 
of the platform, and a tent pitched round it, the flag-stai? 
‘serving for the pole. A parapet-wall, of three feet in 
height, had been built round the platform, upon the cireular 
edge of the steep summit; and a strong gate, placed seven 
feet high, with a small tower on each side of it, As the 
piece of ordnance stationed bere, was to be lord and master 
over all the rest, throe gates, similar to the one on the 
summit, were planted for additional security to the post, in 
the course of the spiral road; while the cutting away of the 
rock, rendered it dificult, if not impossible, to ascend the 
Lill on either side of them. 

By the middle of May, I felt that I could dispense 
with the labour of some of the pirates, although a busy 
time of the year : indeed, I was glad tw do so; for many 
of them had become unruly, and, strange to say, more 
especially those who had been woundod. I therefore 


1740. ‘NAMMATIVE. 349 


picked out ten of the best behaved, to retain with us, and 
sent off all the others to Porto Bello, giving to ench man 
the money that had boen taken from him. The Admiral 
‘wes not in port when the Porghee arrived, but the gang 
of pirates sent, was delivered over with my letter to the 
senior officer. 

Drake had the good fortune, on his return, to fall in 
with a Spanish privateer of fourteen guns, and capture 
her, after a severe action, in which seven of his men were 
killed and eight wounded,—nearly half his number; but, 
happily, he himself escaped without « scratch, Te was a 
moment of exultation, to see the little Porghee coming 
‘round the point, with her prize, a vessel more like a sloop 
of war than a privateer! but a doop anxioty for the safety 
of our gallant friend, somewhat repressed the exaltation, 
till we saw him leap on shore with his hat in one hand, 
and a sheathed cutlass in the other, calling out to me, os 
I stool on the rocks below Fort George, ready to receive 
him—* There she is, Sir Edward!!!” 

‘This affair made work for Doctor Gordon; and he lost 
no time in attending to it. No distinction was made 
between our own wounded seamen and the prisoners: 
they were all lodged in the village, and equally well taken 
care of. The privateer carried seventy mon, thirteen of 
whom had been killed, and twenty-three wounded : more 
than the whole number of Drake's crew. There was some 
yaluablemerchandive discovered to be on board the prize ; 
cambrice, silks, cloves, and other articles of consideration. 
‘These the rascal had plundered out of a Dutchman; and 
after doing #0, he scuttled poor Mynhcer, and then put the 
erew on shore upon a small island, But he had also 
taken un English ship, the William and Mary, which he 
sent into La Guira; but as he could not spare many 
hands to sond with hor, he had only trusted the captain 
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and mate to reronin on board, the crew having been trans- 
ferred to the privateer. These were released by the noble 
achievement of the Porghee; making » weleome addition 
to Drake’s strength, at the moment of the capture. 

This event incommoded us greatly. Both vessels re- 
quired much repair, to enable them to proceed to Jamaica ; 
but the wounded men were the cause of greatest anxiety, 
especially to my dear wife. The prisoners, too, required 
a guard; and that was very inconvenient: bat I had, 
however, the consolation to consider how much worse it 
would have been, had we not got rid of the greater and 
worst part of the piratical body, before these 
quests urrived. I therefore quietly and thankfully entered 
on the arrangements required for the occasion; and bad 
the happiness to command those who fiithfully and ehoer- 
fully carried them into execation: so that all that was 
needful, was done; and our works, and ordinary business, 
too, proceeded with little interruption. 

Towards the end of June, Drake sailed with bis prize 
for Jamaica; the English seamen taken in her, except 
two, having entered on board the Porghes. The story 
of the rich prize she made some months before, had no 
small weight in determining them to this step: besides, 
they had seen their new commander was a brave fellow; 
and, perhaps, they apprehended they might be pressed 
into some king’s ship, they would not like eo well, on 
thoir arrival at Port Royal, if they went there without 
being provided already. Thus the Porgbee had her com- 
plement of men again; without which she could not have 
proceeded ; os it required at least twelve men to navigate 
the prize. Four of the privateer’s crew, who were Dateh- 
men, and two of the English sailors, that did not enter 
with Drake, he baving filled ap his complement, remained 
at the settlement ; and I was glad at their volunteering to 
do #0, 
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We seized this occasion of writing to Englund: not 
only to our friends, but I wrote an official letter to the 
Scoretary of State, with an account of the capture of the 
piratical band; of the condomnation and execution of the 
Captain nt Jamaica; requesting, in the sequel, that T 
might be allowed to divide the money and proceeds among 
the captors, and to know in what proportions the different 
Persons were to share. By the same opportunity, I made 
requisition for an artillery sergeant, and nine more artil- 
Jerymen, from Jamaica; stating reasons which I deomed 
sufficient. Before Drake left us, he took the liberty of 
helping himeelf to a box of cambries, and another of 
‘filks, from the prizes the contents of which he distributed 
among the ladies, saying, ‘thoy should be charged to his 
aceount:” and on his departure, he very handsomely 
made Doctor Gordon a present of 100 dollars, out of his 
own pocket, for his attendance on the wounded men. 

In July, Drake returned, bringing the artillery-rnen 
with him; and it rejoiced us all to hear that he had re- 
ceived 22,000 dollars for his own share of the Spanish 
ship he took in November; and that the privateer was 
likely to prove a good prize also; as many persona seemed 
eager to buy her; and the goods she had on bourd, ale 
though not of much bulk, were of great value, The crow 
of the Porghee were now all flush of money, which they 
literally threw away among the people at the settlement. 
Dmke remained with us for six weeks: indeed, it was by 
‘my particular desire that he did so. The Avon, mean- 
while, was fitted with swivel stocks for four musquetoons; 
and, with twelve men and « midshipman, well armed, 
‘was sent to cruise off the small Spanish islands to the 
southward ; the weather being quite settled enough for a 
boat of her description to go to sea. This was dene to 
autisfy Drake’s men; for their money had made them 





7 








‘1740. NARRATIVE, 353, 


letters for my cousin at St. George’s Key. As Martin 
and Purdy were now become ehip-ownors, and went in 
their own vessel, I put tho turtling business into the hands 
of Jolin Stone and Hurry Rock, my two sailor boys, 
whore term of bondage in a very short time would expire. 
Ever sinco the sale of tho pirate’s hull, Allwood bad 
been busy at intervals breaking her up; by which he had 
collected her planks and timbers, and a good deal of other 
timber besides, all brought to the small bay opposites 
where the pirates’ provisions used to be landed directly 
’ under the rock to the north, where the two-gun battery 
was now erecting. He proposed, with these materials, 
to build a small schooner at this place; and having eon- 
sulted me on the subject, I promised him every fucilicy. 
“As soon as the artillery barrack is finished,” said I, 
you shall have Allan Derrick and his apprentice; and 
Twill do this for you, because I have, on all occasions, 
beer well satisfied with your conduct: but I now feel 
something due to the man who lays down the first keel 
om Seaward Islands. Besides I wish to show you, 
‘Manus Allwood, that I have not forgotten your gallant 
conduct on the night we attacked the pirates; and for 
theee considerations, I shall make no charge against you 
for the labour of my bondmen.” Manus wus gratified 
every way by what I had said; not only thanking me, 
but looking vastly pleased, a talip blush having risen on 
hia dingy chock before 1 was done speaking to him. 
“Thon, sir, if you pleaso,” obsorvod the elder Allwood, 
“Twill hire Xavier, with his apprentice, when they have 
done the work they are upon; and with these men, and 
‘ourselves, and our approntices, we shall make good speed. 
Aml may I hope your Honour will have no objection for 
the smith to work for us?”—“ Every man who is not & 
bondman, is free here, Mr. Allwood,” I replied, 10 do 
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anything he pleases that is law 
right to employ the smith as I 

By the middle of October, 
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enchant ns as on former days. The villagers, however, 
aow received their water pure and cool, from the mouths 
of the gushing sholla; and I regarded it altogether as a 
fine achievement. 

Before the end of the month, the Tom Cod mnde its 
‘appearance, after rather a disastrous voyage, haying run 
ashore with hie cargo of flour und biscuit, near Capo 
Henry, one of the headlands of the Chesapenke. After 
being got off, unloaded, repaired, and reloaded, she again 
sailed, and put into Jamaica, being still rather leaky. 
Therm, fortunately, sho found the English squadron from 
the Spanish Main; and at last sold her cargo well. She 
came down full of other merchandise, And, ina fewdays 
after, Drake came in with the galliot and sloop from the 
Bay of Hoaduras; having also bud a very unpleasant and 
tedious voyage, although tolerably profitable to the mer= 
chants: but my cousin had left St. George’s Koy; there- 
fore my letters to him were brought back, 

‘As the 90th would be the anniversary of the birthday 
of our august sovereign, I resolved to make it a festival. 
‘At sunrise, all the colours on the islands wore hoisted ; 
and ns it was necessary to scale the Spanish guns, the 
forty-six pounders were fired from the promontory and 
Sugar-Loaf Hill, at the moment their flags wentup. Wo 
hand a grand ficld-day on the open ground between the 
mansion and the fort; and all the people, including the 
crews of the vessels, the Spanish masons, and the ten 
remaining pirates, wore regaled under the canopy of the 
great silk-cotton tree. I gave a fine dinner also, at the 
mansion; and when the King’s health was drank, a 
solute of twenty-one guns was fired from the batteries; 
beginning at Fort George below us, where the St. George's 
flag displayed itself’; the salute being then taken up and 
finished by Port Vernon. The people, still assembled, 
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the people of these islands, under your protection ; how 
happy I, at this monient, too, in being so near to you, 
and alone! My heart now dilates with gratitude to our 
God. Talways foel his presence most, when we are eepa- 
rate from every earthly being but ourselves. How gracious 
be lias been to me! how he bas preserved you in moments 
‘of great peril; how he has blessed you in overything! 
No human power, nor foresight, could have made this 
place what it is, without his special favour. Oh, may 
the people prise him! may we ever be grateful to him 
my Edward!” As she finished speaking, her fair head 
gradually sunk upon my bosom, shedding such tears as 
holy angels would love to gather; but which a holier one 
preserves unseen, as germs of future joy. 

Early in December, Drake returned from Porto Bello 
with his three vessels under convoy; and in a few days 
afier, he proceeded to Jamaica, taking my brother's 
schooner with him deoply laden. Ho did not delay on 
this voyage, but made haste to return home, on account 
of the approaching stormy season; and came to anchor 
again, with the Tom Cod in company, on the 18th. He 
brought us letters, one of which was from the Secretary 
‘of State, on the subject of the money taken from the 
pimios. It stated, that an objection had been raised to 
‘my request, on the score of its being droit of admiralty : 
but on referring to my grant, the objection .was over 
ruled; and he had it in command from his Majesty, to 
allow the money and proceeds of the wreck to be shared 
hy myself and the people who had attacked the pirates in 
their camp, and made them prisoners; eaying, that I 
‘had  rigght to three-cighths of the whole; and that I had 
permission to divide and distribute the remainder among 
the persons actually engaged, in such proportions as, in 
‘strict justice, I might think them respectively entitled to. 
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On the 20th, which was Saturday, the muster took 
place as usual; and I took the occasion to read the Seore- 
tary of State’s lottor: tho troops (if I may so call them,— 
and why not, for they are all brave musketeers?) being 
drawn up round me in a hollow square. When T finished 
the letter, they gave me threo cheers, and I then appointed 
Monday to pay the money. 

On Monday the people assembled on the open ground 
before the mansion. I stated to them, that there were 
nino bags with 1000 pisces of eight, hammered cob, in 
each; the cob being in value 3». 4d. English money, but 
in Jamaica currency Gs.; und there were four bags, con- 
taining 17,200 piastres; ench piastre being two ryals, viz. 
tho fourth of one cobbed pieee of eight. * That is," con- 
tinuod I, the fourth of one piece of eight ryals. Twish 
you to understand the value of the coin you are to 
receive, These gums togother, make 18,300 picoes of 
eight. Bosides which, the wreck, and other things, sold 
for 432 dollars. Now, cach dollar muy be estimated at 
4s. Od, English money, or 6s. 6d. or 6s, 8d. Jamaica 
currency, which may be equal to ten ryals and a half; 
but 12 of the dollars have been paid to the vendue master; 
eo that there remains of them only 420. If the money 
were all in picces of eight,” said I, it would be casily 
divided; however, if I give three dollars, as a part of 
every hundred cobs, it will come right, I think; so, with 
this understanding, I take 5145 pieces to myself, which 
includes 153 hard dollars.” I added, * This is my share, 
as Governor and Commandant of the island; and as 
such, I cannot refuse it; for, in fact, by taking it, Ido 
very little more than reimburse myself for the expense 
T have boon at in feeding the pirates, and the Spanish 
masons, for so many months, while they were engaged 
in making batteries for the general security.” And I 
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aided to this fair statement, that I had paid the Spanish 
masons, and Hart, upwards of 500 dollars in wages ; and 
it had cost me a considerable sum of money in erecting 
the barracks for the artillory-men: and much still re- 
tanined to be done; so that I hoped the people would 
‘see that T should put very lite, or perhaps none, of the 
money into my own pocket in the end, The explanation 
yas perfectly satisfactory. Every man now rocoived 
‘U@ pieces each; the three Corporals, 200 each; and 
Sergeant Craig 300; and Dr. Gordon, 1000, 

The money being thus distributed, I said, taking from 
my pocket the small bag of emeralds I had found on the 
pirate Captain—" Here are some emeralds: I do not 
know what they are worth; nor can I know, until thoy 
‘are sent to England; but if you will confide them to me, 
T will tako care that you shall have their value among 
you, when they can be sold.” They all cried out with 
one voice,—* Keep them!—give them to our honoured 
lady.” They then called for Lady Seaward; on which 
I sent Diego to tell her the people desired to see her. 
‘Mr. Rowley followed Diego; and soon after, my dear 
Wife appeared, leaning on Mr. Rowley’s arm ; the people 
ehvering, and making way for hor to pass. Tn a fow 
minutes, I took her by the hand. For a moment there 
was o dead silence, Master Diego, who had followed 
from the mansion, now stepped forward; and, taking off 
his hat, spoke as follows:— Brave and good men, I 
speak because Iam old man. My good master, your 
Governor and mine, took me from canoe, with Xavier 
ami our wives, nearly starved and perished: my kind 
‘mistress, your lady and mine, fed us and our wives; she 
‘caught the fish with her own hand that fed us; for this, 
‘Task to be the one to give the emeralds to our lady, as 
‘token of our love and duty.’ As Diego finished, the 
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people cheered him. 1 then put the little bag into kis 
hand; on which, kissing the ground, he Inid it at Lady 
Seaward’s foot, ss Diego's heart is with it.” My 
dear wife gently took the bug from the ground, when 
Diego laid it down; and also taking up his last sentence, 
sho said, in an under tone—“I valuo your own gift, my 
honest and faithful Diego, not less than these jewels.” 
She then would have addressed the people, but her voice 
failed: but she wrapped the little bag in her eambrick 
handkerchief, and put it in her bosom,—* Tell them, 
my Edward,” said she, “that T accept the jewels, and 
will wear them a4 I would do their affections—at once 
my pride and ornament.” I repeated her words aload : 
and after a little more cheering, the people retired ; and 
smy dear Eliza, leaning on my arm, walked with a slow 
‘end pensive step up to our residence. 

When we sat down, she trembled, and changed colour, 
—"You are ill, love,” I said—T um overcome, Bde 
ward,” she replied : “this is too much for me! An injury, 
or an injustice, I know how to bear; it is my duty 
this mark of hononr, this almost devotion, from the 
people! and then our faithful Diego, how ho showed 
himself on the occasion! it is all too much.” A toar, 
that natural solace of strong feeling, came to her relief, 
and restored her to herself: then smiling, she took the 
hands of Mrs, Rowley and Rosalie, who stood over her, 
saying, “My kind friends!" 

Tn the evening, my brother James and his wife came 
to see us, when I took the opportunity to speak to him 
about Jacob his bondman, who had been wounded in the 
affair with tho pirates. [ said it was my wish that the 
year and n half he had to serve, should be remitted and 
as I found that I bad 175 picces of cight in hand by 
mistake, belonging to the captors, I would give it for the 
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man's manumission, if the men It belonged to did not 
object, which I was sure they would not do,—“The 
man is very useful to me,” said my brother; “he is my 
right hand man; I cannot replace him ; the money is no 
object compared to his services. Ido not wish to let 
im go} but at any rate I will not take any money for 
it, if Edo: and J cortainly dare not refuse, if you desire 
it, beeanse Thad him from you as 9 gift on my first 
coming to the island."—«'Then do the thing handsomely, 
brother,” I replied, “next muster day; and what you 
Jose by the man’s gervices, you will gain by the people's 
good-will and mine."—"T will do it,” id; * but 
now we are on the subject,” continued he, “I must tell 
you, that think both Van Kempen and myself not well 
treated, as officers of the T'rain-Band, that we did not 
share with the others in the distribution of the money 
found with the pirates.” In reply to this, 1 showed him 
the Secretary of State's letter, in which it said, “ Among 
the persons actually engaged.” —" If any ono has a right to 
complain,” cried I, “it is Drake, who saved the wreck 
from complete destruction, and may be suid to have taken 
possession of hor on the strand, But you arenot wronged, 
brother,” continued I, you are the last man I- would 
defraud of his right: and T hope I would not defraud 
any man." Here the subject rested. We now lighted a 
cigar, and finished the evening in talking over his snc- 
cen in tmde, and quickly accumulating wenlth, which 
‘acted on him like a cordial, so that we parted in great 
good humour and brotherly love.” 

The Thursday following being Christmas-day, largo 
preparations were made for its celebration; and I thought 
this a fine opportunity for James to release his bondman 
Jacob; who had been one of Diego's patriarchs, men- 
tioned often in the curly part of this dinry. When all 
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the settlement was gathered together, I formed the people 
round me in a ring, with our revered pastor, my brother, 
and Jacob, standing by me. then addressed the people 
in these words:— By some mistake there remained 175 
pieces of cight of the pirates’ money unappropristed, 
and also some gold pieces found in the Cuptain’s pocket. 
Tr was my intention to propose to you that it should be 
paid to Mr, Seaward to purchase the remainder of the 
bondage of this brave mun (pointing to Jacob), who was 
wounded in the service of the public; but Mr. Scaward 
will not aecept of its he stands here to give the man bis 
freedom, on this day, and at this place, as a reward of 
bravery.” The people cheered. My brother then took 
Jacob by the band, saying, “You are free! go where 
you please.” ‘They cheered again.—“ I think, good 
Master Seaward,” said Jacob, as soon as he could be 
heard, “I am free; and now, if Master Seaward please, 
I will go back to Peccary Field to-night, and frre Jacob 
and bondman Jacob will be just the same.”—* T will 
divide the money among you,” resumed I to the people. 
—*No! no!” was the reply from many; then, after 
little pause, and some stir among them, John Reynolds, 
one of the settlers from Carolina, came forward, and said, 
—"It is the people’s wish that the money be made an 
offering to our worthy clergyman.—We desire you will 
accept of it, Mr. Rowley. We owe you much on our 
own accounts, and on bebalf of our children, and we 
know how litle you get for all you do.” Mr. Rowley 
bowed, saying, “In the same spirit you give, 80 I receive, 
Good people, I return you my thanks for this mark of 
your esteem.” 

We now left them to their amusements; and as the 
Porghee and all the other vessels were in port, the sailors 
contributed not a little to the jollity and drollery of the 
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scone, The flags were flying on all the heights, and at 
all the forts, and the yossels displayed tlicir colours, At 
twelve o'clock the people sat down to a plenteous feast— 
turtle, mutton, pigs, und poultry, and when they were all 
seated, having now a good store of gunpowder, a salute 
of twenty-one guns was fired from Fort George; and 
they then set to in the true English style of rejoicing. 
‘The day went off well and soberly; which I was glad to 
se, for I knew there was a great deal of wine on the 
Island belonging to different persons. I had prohibited 
spirits as contraband; but as the people were becoming 
rich, I felt I must concede something; I therefore had 
allowed wine to be bought and sold; still no intempo- 
Fance, even among the Germans or sailors, took place. 

‘On the following day all the vessels were moved into 
Peceary Creck, for safety against the storms which we 
now might expect to visit us, The muster on Saturday 
was dispensed with, the people heing desired to remain 
at their homes, and secure every thing against the break 
ing up of the weather, It however still remained fino; 
the people assembling as usual to prayers on the Sabbath. 
At night, however, the rains began, but unattended by 
anything like a hurricane, or even a gale of wind; and 
#0 they continued with little intermission for fire days, 
pouring down in torrents. 

On the evening of the 2d of January the sky brightened 
up; and on the next day the people throughout the island 
began the important operation of putting in their crops, 
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CHAPTER XIl. 


Waew our agricultural labours were accomplished, all 
the veasels put to sea on © commercial errand, under 
convoy of Cuptiin Dmke. The Avon wax now our 
gnardship, having been painted and refitted, with two 
pattereras mounted on the bow, and two miusquetoons 
abafi, Iwas pleased to huve this clever little boat so 
well equipped, lying at anchor off the fort, ready for any 
xervice that might be required, 

I now made a point of secing that all the artillery- 
men were properly accommodated, and completed every 
arrangement connected with them and thelr department. 
The sergeant avd men stationed at Fort Vernon were 
comfortably lodged, and their provision-grounds put in 
good order. ‘Two of the artillery-men wore appointed to 
reside at the two-gan battery on the northern extremity 
of Edward's Island, which we called Pirates’ Fort, A 
snug house had been built for them, and somo ground 
not far from the rock, allotted to it, and @ negro, with 
u small canoe, directed to attend at the station, The 
three artillery-men that first arrived continued to do duty 
at Fort St. George; and all these persons were allowed 
island pay, in addition to the King’s. I took care that 
all ot people, both of the Truin Bund und vessels, were 
exercised by the artillery-men ut great guns in the fort, 
when occasion offered: that ie, the Train Band always 
on muster di and the crews of the vessels when im 
port, and their ordinary duties would permit, 

Jt may not be improper to mention in this place, that 
ever since John Reynolds mado the speech to Mr. Rowley, 
in the name of the people, I regarded him with some 
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attention ; for T was much struck at the time by the pro- 
priety, if not elegance, of his manner and diction on that 

i. It now happened, that in a conversation I 
hold with him, he confessed to me that he was the #on of 
a «juire in the West of England ; that he had been wild 
and unmanageable from his boyhood, often running away 
from school, and afterwards not settling to any profession 
or business; that at the age of twenty-one he married 
a poor girl, his present wife, whose person he could not 
otherwise obtain; and that by this act, in addition to 
many others of greater delinquency, he had exposed him- 
self to the just reproaches of his father, and to the alien- 
ation of his countenance and support. Finding himself 
in this merited situation, covered with shame, and peani- 
less, ho took advantage of the government offer, to send 
persons free of oxpense to Georgins whither he went, to 
bury himself from his family and bis friends; but, ae 1 
already knew, he never reached that place, having sailed 
from Carolina to settle here. “ And I am very glad,” 
continued he, “that I did so.”—“ It will be your own 
faalt, sir,” said I to the poor fellow, “ if you have nor 
reason to be glad; for if you prove yourself worthy of 
my confidence and friendship, I will endeavour to serve 
you. But if T take you by the hand, do not venture to 
try me, as you did your father, An accumulation of dis- 
obedience, was even too much for him to bear; and 
what he could not forgive, it is not to be expected that a 
stranger would overlook.” T then invited him to quit 
Aliwood’s Bay, where be was submissively living with 
another family in onc house; and take up his residence in 
the village, where I would give him a house rent free, 
and recommend him to the attention of my brother and 
Van Kempen; who, T rather thought, would be glad to 
employ him os a clerk, until something better turned up 








360 Sim EDW. sRawany's JAN. 


for him, I then assured him I would take care he and 
his wife, and little child, should not starve, After thie 
conversation, Mr. Reynolds removed to George Town; 
where he conducted himself well, in a short time becom- 
ing highly respected by Mr. Rowley and myself, and by 
every one in tho islands, Nature had done a great deal 
for him: he was a man of quick parts, and of humane dis- 
position, highly sensible now of every kindnéss shown 
to him. 

In the advanced state of our settlement, minor mratters 
are no longer objects for record; but, during: the early 
part of this year, little has occurred of grenter importance. 
It may, however, be stated, that Drake took two prizes of 
some value: our industry, and commerce, and wealth 
increased: some marriages and some births took place; 
and among the latter T was again an uncle, Allwood 
launched his schooner in May, which he called the Lady 
Seaward; and haying discovered a number of fine cedar 
trees, on the western acclivity of Allwood’s Ridge, I xewt 
the sawyers there, and in July Inid down a schooner of 
hundred tons, on the slope of the creck, where my deur 
wife and myself first found shelter and safety, at the 
close of the memorable year 1733, 

About this time [ received a letter from Captain Knight, 
tay fellow-sufferer at Porto Bello. He had arrived in 
England last August, in the Torrington, in company with 
the Diamond, Captain Knowles. My friend Frazer's 
coil genius, Knight, hod paid the money to my banker, 
1 lent him at Porto Bello; and his letter was merely to 
say s0, besides thanking me, By the same opportunity 
I received also letters from my bankers, und one from 
Gloucestershire, with a long account of the destructive 
consequences of the severe and continued frost of January 
and. February of last year; accompanied, however, by 
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pleasing details of the great good our dear and revered 
Mr. Goldsmith had done, and was still doing, by the 
meané I had. afforded hims for which not only tho poor, 
but my tenantry, were sensibly grateful. Well, notwith- 
sianding all this, my banker's account had continued to 
improve; and I bless God that he never suffered my 
bowels of compassion to be shut up, or my hand to close, 
against my fellow-creatures, and still he increased my 
wealth: my riches multiplied, without my bestowing a 
thought or a care about them; but I was neither extra~ 
‘vagant nor improvident. Our forts wore built with the 
pirates’ money, and there yet remained of it more thun 
2000 dollars for other purposes. 

‘The accounts I received of the ill euccess of the grand 
expedition made against Carthagena in the spring, vexed 
men good deal. Iwashurt, because of the failure of his 
Majesty's arms; but I was sorry that the gallant Admiral 
had in some degree sacrificed the interests of his country 
to his dislike or contempt of military men. He had 
evinced that conternpt Inst year, in his reception of Cap- 
tain Frazcr; and he was accused of it in conducting the 
attack on Carthagena, However, it cannot be denied 
that Genoral Wentworth wanted either zeal or know- 
ledge; however much Vernon may be blamed, for seeing, 
and feeling, and acting on the conviction. But be all 
this as it may, I had great reason, in consequence, to 
be very uneasy on our own account; having received 
intimation that Don Blas de Leso had declared “ the 
English should not now be allowed to hold a hawk's 
nest in thoir seas,” alluding to our settlement. 

Towards the autumn, several Kingston privateers ren- 
dezvoused here ; and some prizes were brought in. They 
petitioned me to apply for a regular Admiralty Court, 
that we might have power to try and condemn tho prizes, 
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but I would not do it. They were a grést nuitance to 
the place, so that although they spent some money in it, 
T heartily desired never to see any of them come into the 
harbour. Unfortunately, 1 had felt myself compelled to 
Ticense a house in the village to sell wine and pune; bat 
as T had found it impossible to prevent the ingress of 
spirits, I put the high duty of one dolfar a gallon on it, 
whethor ram, brandy, or Hollands; while I permitied 
wine of every description to be landed duty free, the 
ad valorem import excepted, 

T found it now no casy matter to keep that good onler 
we hitherto had done, especially in the village, Mr. 
Rowley preached, and T was vigilant; but something 
more was requisite. T appointed Craig town-major, and 
ordered every one to repair to their vessels, when the 
drum beat off at nine o'clock. Money became so aban- 
dant towards the end of the year, that my dear wife, and 
Mrs. Rowley, as well as myself, trembled for the conse. 
quences.—I saw no remedy, but directing its expenditure 
into channels the least injurious; I therefore encournged 
the people to dross well, to improve the sppearanee of 
their houses and furniture, and to enjoy the comforts of 
tea and coffre, and wine, at their ows homes; all of 
which I effected to a certain extent, and thereby kept the 
greater part of the men from idling and drinking at the 
village. Every Saturday we held our military parade 
and muster, and that day was appointed also for a market 
at the Black Rock. Money was now the medium in all 
transactions, so that things were bought or sold with 
great facility. 

But all my efforts to preserve the orderly conduct that 
had previously existed, were unavailing; so that at ast 
IT was compelled to tell the peoplo, that if they did mot 
keep apart from the privateer’s men, I should be obliged 
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either to muke them do military duty continually, ov to 
apply to Jamaica for a company of soldiers, who could 
‘not be paid withoyt laying a heavy poll-tax on every one 
of them, This was a most unpleasant state of things. 
‘A profusion of money, the introduction of wino and 
Spirits, and the presence of our profligate visiters, were 
the principal, if not the sole causes of all this disorder, 
My dear wifo, in anguish of spirit nt what she saw, often 
said to me, “O my Edward, if we do not take great care, 
the fate of Port Royal must be ours!” After much 
perplexity, and frequent counsel with those I loved and 
esteemed, I resolved (at huzard of proceeding illegally), 
to forbid any privateers entering the hurbour, unless in 
distress. And I took the earliest opportunity of inform- 
ing those in port of my determination. Accordingly, 
henceforward, I did not suffer one of them to come in, 
but warned them off, when they approached: and, if 
they persisted, gave them a hint from tho forty-six- 
pounder on the promontory, that I was in earnest. 

By this mewsure, E eventually got rid of them; und in 
‘a short time after, it was my great happiness to see the 
people to a man, roturn to their industrious and sober 
habits. Of late I had made it « rule to visit one or more 
of the settlements every day, and always the villege, 
attended by my orderly; and since the disorder in the 
island, I found it necessury to observe more state in my: 
appearance, T dressed well every day, and caused all 
the principal persons connected with me to do the same. 
I wished to rule by love only, but cireumstances had 
obliged me to make the people feel they must also stand 
in awe of my authority; and this could not be done 
without haying recourse to appearances, as well es to 
vigilant circumspection, Prevention of crime was my 
object. I trembled at the idea of baving recourse to 
vonishment. 
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By the end of tho year, perhaps some good, and I 
hope not much evil, had remained, as the result of our 
intercourse with the privateers’ men, The characters of 
individuals had been somewhat developed; and most 
happy am 1 to remember, that all my early friends and 
associates, negroes as they are, never were contaminated. 
We liad improved in all the arrangements of social lifes 
uses were found for money in this way, by which a ealu- 
tary emulation was excited; an emulation for something 
hayond a hut, a garment, and a meal; and evidences of 
it were to be scen at every n within and without, 
and in the dress of the inhabitants. 

By a strict observance of divine worship, by die 
blessing of God, by precept, and hy example, and by 
strict and impartial jastice, and a due vigilance, I had 
the satisfaction, when our Christmas came round, to sec 
and to feol that we were again what we before had beens 
and T took the occasion which that sacred day afforded 
me, to address the people at some length, endeavoured 
to show them how narrowly they had cscaped destraction, 
how thankful [ was to Almighty God to see them 
again restored to his favour: and I trusted in future that 
no bad example, nor any other motive, should induce « 
single individual of thein to desert the path of dety; but 
t they would all live orderly, industriously, anid 
soberly; as many present had done hitherto without 
wavering, through all the temptations which the licen- 
tious strangers Hind thrown in their way. 1 eoneluded 
with recommending them to the protection of Almighty 
God, for the sake of Him, whose incarnation we were 
about to commemorate with thonksgivings and rejoicings. 
And I desired them now to onjoy themselves in all mirth 
with sobriety. They did not cheer me—I was glud they 
did not—but a more grateful sound reached my eary— 
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“We are sorry that any should have offended. We 
have no complaint to make. The Governor has done 
well,”"—“T am satisfied,” T replied; “1 am your friend 
as well as your Governor.” They now cried, “Long live 
Sir Edward!” as I left the ground, accompanied by 
Draké and Mr. Rowley. My dear wife anxlously awaited 
my arrival at the mansion, to know the result of my 
address to the people, For this year had been a year of 
great anxiety and uneasiness to us on their account; and 
it was gratifying to her kind heart to hear how well they 
had received my admonition. 

We commenced the year very well: the people were 
not only rich, but industrious; and the public coffers 
also in good case. Our produce for export was of some 
value, especially hats, Indian arrow-root, cigars, and 
Stockings; besides now above twenty bags of’ cotton had 
been picked and cleaned. In the spring my schooner 
was launched, which I called the Francis Drake, in come 
pliment to my friend, When she was rigged and fitted 
for sea, E sold her to Mr. Reynolds at a remunerating 
price; and took his bond for the nmount. We had now 
five merchant vessels; and the genius of Van Kempen 
found employment for them all. Some settlers in the 
‘meanwhile had come from Jamaica; several houses were 
baile fn the village at private expense; and the whole 
ground became occupied, 40 that I found it necessary to 
devise a plan for dividing the woodland regions, by 
which I proposed to koop about two-thirds of it, next to 
the silk-cotton tree plantation, aa a park for the deer; 
‘and to cut down all the trees in the other part, to make 
room for extending the village. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Rowley, T now raised a 
square shed on four pillars at each horn of Fort George, 
large enough to receive fifty persons in each, These 


— a 





a72 SIR ROW, SEAWARD'S sunt. 


sheds or open halls were pleasant places to sit down in 
at any time of the day, and promised to be useful for 
men on duty, or others, to retire to, from the scorching 
rays of the sun. ‘The roofs were boarded, and painted 
a lead colour; the pillars greca: looking well from the 
luke, being not only useful but ornamental, 

‘This was the first year of jubilee on the island; and, 
in consequence, some of my brother's bond-servants, but 
more of my own, would receive their freedom. To be 
propared for this ovent, we made an accession of twelve 
mule aud nine femule young negroes from Kingston, 
placing them under the sume conditions of bondage with 
those that had preceded them, On the 9th of April, 
John Stone and Harry Rock, the two sailor boys, and 
Allan Derrick, the ship carpenter, and Priscilla his wife, 
and three other negro women, received. their freedom in 
form; proclamation having been made on the spot, for 
any man to come forward and say why the perton where 
name was uow called should wot be free, In July, Abel, 
Nowh, and David, Diego's patriarchs, had their manu- 
mission; Jacob, their follow, haying been freed by my 
brother before, as has alrendy been related. And in 
December, Harold and Mareus, the sawyers, with seven 
other men, five of whom were the artificers’ apprentices, 
and four women also, received their freedom from bend- 
age. The law of the settlement was thus established : 
the uct done, would be referred to as a precedent. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Ix September, the Sea-Horse, Captain Limeburner, 
arrived from Jamaica, with despatches for me, on his 
way to the Spanich Main, Being afraid to approach 
the island, he hove to at a great distance from the pro- 
montory, and fired « gun, making the usual signal for a 
pilot, the union-jack at the foretop-gallant-mast head, 
‘This was answered by the great gun at the flag-staif, our 
colours being already up. A boat was instantly des 
patched to pilot him in, I ordered the bugle to sound, 
and all the men to bo put undor arms, He saluted ns 
with thirteen guns, as he appronched Fort Vernon; and, 
as he hauled up for the anchorage at Fort George, we 
retumed his salute from the battery. The flage were 
flying on Sugar-Loaf Hill, on tho height above German 
Town, and at the three fort. Drake waited on him 
directly after he dropped anchor; and they came on shore 
together. Ho was received with a sergeant’s guard ; and 
the two sentinels, placed for the occasion before the 
mansion, presented arms to him as he put his foot on the 
step of the piazza, 1 met him there with all due courtesy. 

After the moment of coromony was over—" Here are 
despatches for you, sir," he sid; adding, almost in the 
some breath, “ what a thundering piece of ordnance you 
have got on the height above us here! we were all sur- 
prised by ita report, xo many leagues off. What a place 
this is!” continued he, with an air of great surprive. 4 I 
see nothing around me but flags and forts, and soldiers. 
T expectod to find a miserable, blackguard hole, like the 
Caymanas; but this is another Gibraltar!" 1 smiled as 
he spoke, making no other reply than “T am happy to 











374 stm RDW. SHAWARD's sepr. 


see you here, sir,” and then begyed permission to read 
the despatches he had brought mo, and went aside for 
that purpose. 

Without much preamble, they set forth grievous com- 
plaints, as made by the owners and captains of priva~ 
toars; followed by a romonstrance, and something like 
rap over the knuckles, for denying them rendezvous st 
Seaward Islands, The next matter, was relative to 
making a settlement ot the island of Rattan, near Cape 
Honduras; requesting 1 would send Lieutenant Drake 
to the Mosquito shore, to cooperate with Lieutenant 
Hodgson about supplies for the troops, and workmen 
now employed on the forts nnd town already in progress 
on that island; and to do every thing in my power to 
forward or succour the undertaking. This overteeming 
despateh concluded by observing that, of course, I was 
aware of the Spaniards having taken possession of Porto 
Bello, and that a large naval force of the enemy was at 
this time collected wt that port. 

After reading the packet, I put it in my pocket, and 
desired to know how long we should have the honoer 
of Captain Limeburner's company, hoping he would nat 
sail very soon. “I will stay a few days," he replied, 
“if I may get any fresh provisions for the ship's com- 
pany. I had but just dropped the anchor at Port Royal, 
after n long cruise, when I received orders to put to sea 
for the Spanish Main, and with your despatches. All 
bands on board will soon be eat up with the scurvy, if I 
don’t look sharp. Can we buy any freah prog here, 
such as turtle and vegetables? 1 should like the lads 
to refresh a little, before we go on active service again.” 
Instead of making him any reply, I addressed myself to 
Diogo, who stood, full dressed, under the arch that sepa 
rates the two halls. “ Let « supply of turtle, and yams, 
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and plantains, and pumpkins, and melons, for one hun- 
dred and twenty men, be sent on board the frigate imme- 
dintely; and to-morrow moming, at sunrise, letthem have 
« full eupply of fish; and every day while his Mojesty’s 
ship remains here let them have the same,” Diego bowed 
profoundly and rotired. Captain Limebuener stared, and, 
being an ugly fellow with o cast in his eye, it was difficult 
to guess whom he looked at. Drake was ridiculously 
moved, either by Mastar Diego's bow, or by the naval 
captain's astonishment; and finding it impossible to pre- 
serve his gravity, he walked away into the back hall, 
“ You don’t mean this as a present, Sir Edward!" said 
the Captain —* I do,” I replied.“ I did not fish for 
that," he rejoined: “my crew are flush of money; let 
thera buy what they want. I could give the purser an 
order to purchase, if there was need of that; bat I wish 
to see the fellows eased of their cash; it's as bad to them 
as the nightmare ; they are never ensy till they get clear 
of 1." In consequence of this declaration, I requested 
Drake to call back Diego, and countermand the order. 
Mr. and Mrs. Rowley, with Mademoiselle Filibert, now 
made their nppearance, und soon after Lady Seaward 
came in; on which the stranger was introduced, He 
endeavoured to be very agreeable, appearing to be 
mightily taken with the ladies, and soon got into con- 
versation with them; but it was all about this wonderful 
place. “ Ho had made the land at the risk of his ship ; 
he never saw a place so beset with shoals and breakers, 
Tf the directions he got from tha Master Attendant at 
Jamaica, had not been very clear, he could not have done 
it,” What marks did he give you, sir?” said Drake, 
interrupting him.—"'To keep well to the eastward of the 
Soranillas,” he replied; “and when I got into 14° 30° 
north, to steer due west, and keep a good look out 
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aehead."—“T am happy no accident happened to you, 
Captain Limneburner !" said my dear wife; for these shores 
are £0 dangerous of approach, that I should have trem- 
bled, had I known so lnrge a vessel ax yours was endea- 
vouring last night to make her way to the Iand.’"—* As 
to the matter of that, madam," replied he, “we are but s 
eock-boat, where there is plenty of water; bat so seaman 
likes your reefs and breakers, running twelve or fourteen 
leagues off shore; and I hope you don’t laugh at me." 
This was an unexpected and unmerited retort to my 
gentle Eliza's kind and sincore assurance of the interest 
shetook in his safety; but at once she made him this reply: 
“You ure accustomed to rough and brave companions, 
Captain Limeburner; we are not brave enough to jest 
with another's feclings, or to laugh when the question at 
issue is life or denth. As TI felt, so T spoke; and Tam 
happy to see you here in safety."—I ask your Ludy> 
ship’s pardon,” said the honest tar: “I thonght you 
it please to be witty at my expense; ladies do «0 
sometimes. An Admiral's wifo made me look very 
foolish, not long ago, by a joke; but I won't repeat it; 
nono but sailors and sailors’ wives are up to it,” Our 
visiter was now again in good humour, and began to expa 
tinte on the amazement every thing he saw here, huil prow 
duced in his mind. He had looked for nothing but reefs 
without, and rocks withiny—e few fishormen's huts asd 
some negroes,—a poor miserable place; but all was truly 
wonderful! “Why,” suid he, directing one of his eyes 
through the open doors to the east, while the other, I 
think, was cast on Rosalio, “I have not seen anything 
like that beautiful water-spout, since F was at Hampton 
Court.” My courteous wife thanked him for 

to compare anything here, with what he had seen at the 
pelace of our gracious King; but Rosalio never having 





1742, NARRATIVE, 377 


heard a jet d'eau called  water-spoul before, or for some 
other reason, covered her face with her handkerchief. 

Tn about an hour the gallant Captain left us; and 
shortly afier T prepared to return his visit, not forgetting 
to give immediate directions for apprising the shopkeepers 
‘at the village, and the settlers generally, that the frigate’s 
‘erow would purchase from them articles of merchandise 
and produce. Toll the German women, Diego,” suid I, 
“they will now find a good market for their stockings.” 

I went on board in state, cccompanied by Drake, and 
‘was received with military honours, Although the ship 
had not been three hours at anchor, she was moored, the 
sails were furled, the yards squared, the decks clear, and 
the awninge spread, the ship's company clean, and the 
marines dressed. There was no clamour nor noise, every 
thing bore testimony that a ship was Captain Limeburner's 
Proper station in life. The officers were introdaced to 
me one by one: I spoke to each of them, on whatever 
happened to strike my mind at the time. Twas shown 
round the ship; on the appearance of which T endea- 
Youred to pass suitable compliments; and on my return 
to the quarter-deck, I requested the pleasure of sccing 
Captain Limeburner with his officers at dinner; which 
invitation they readily accepted. 

Having thas finished my visit of ceremony to the 
frigate, I returned to the mansion, attended by my friend 
Drake, As soon as seated, T gave him my despatches 
to read; after which we had a long conference on the 
subject of the settlement, making at the isiand of Rattan, 
But the dinner-hour being near at hand, he was obliged 
to leave me to bring Mrs. Drake from Spring Hill, 
‘before we could finish the conference. 

‘At the uppointed time our guests from the frigate 
arrived, and we sut down to fare, as sumptuous as the 
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island could produce. Here again was matter of aston- 
ishment, and agreeable surprise to our wondering friend, 
—“What! and matton too!” cried he.—“ Yes ;" I re~ 
plied, “and T shall have the pleasure of sending some of 
it alive, for you and your officers to take to sea."—The 
officers thanked me: Limeburner said nothing. The 
dinner went off very well: it conld not be otherwise; the 
table was covered with delicacies, the cooking capital, 
and the servants in attendance numerous and handy; 
my wines also were excellent, but our naval guests hinted 
that & bowl of punch would be preferred ; so, accordingly 
a royal bowl of lime-punch was produced, having one of 
my elegant punch-ladlos, with a doubloon in the bottom, 
to serve it. ‘The officers did justice to the beverage, and 
became very merry ; but on coffee being announced, we 
all joined the ladies in the other hall; having made an 
arrangement to visit Allwood’s Bay next morning, and 
dine with Captain Drake, at an early hour, 

After my guests were gone, I sent for Town-Major 
Craig, and gavo him particular directions as to the guard, 
the sentinels, the wine-house in the village, and every 
other matter that I thought required vigilance during 
the stay of the frigate; my policy being always to guard 
against mischich 

‘The next morning early, Lady Seawand, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Rowley, with Mademoiselle Pilihert, (Fidele, who 
had now grown both fit and lazy, being left bobim, to 
keop the little girls company,) went to Spring Hill in 
the barge, and broakfasted with my sister. Drmke was 
up before the sun, and on board the Porghee, getting her 
ready for sea; but he returned to the chateau with Cap- 
tain Limeburner, and three of his officers, and a young: 
midshipman, about noon, Tho whole party instantly set 
forward to see the fort, and explore the corkscrew road 
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to the summit of the hill. We proceeded directly through 
the first gate; the road winding from thence to the west- 
ward, our backs being turned on the fort. “1 should 
Tike to see the fort firs," ssid Captain Limeburner.— 
“We are going there now, sir,” replied Drake. —“ A 
rum way to get to a place,” cried the Captain—“ to 
make sail from it.” Ismiled, and we kept on our course, 
following the gradual ascent of the road, from east to 
west, from west to north, from north to cast; at which 
point we found ourselves at the drawbridge. “Well, 
this is capital!" exclaimed our companion, as we passed 
over into the fort. The artillery-men were all at their 
post; and he showed great pleasure in examining the 
guns, and in talking to the men about the weight of metal 
and some other points. “ This fort is well placed,” he 
observed, “ for giving a raking fire to any ship coming 
in from tho southward.” I told him to whom I was in- 
debted for the plan. We now left the fort, and proceeded 
4o ascend the hill in the same direction, On coming 
round, #0 a8 to be over the gate by which we entered, we 
came to the grotto that had given Drake the first motive 
for making « winding path up this ascent. Much pains 
had been taken since its first discovery, to adorn it. 
Coralines and sea-fans, and large beautiful shells, were 
placed around in greut profusion; but all 40 disposed, xs 
‘not to. produce an idea of confusion or superabundance. 
Having admired this enchanting cavern awhile, we con- 
tinued our route; for although we were ascending, yot to 
gradual was the slope (being only an elevation of one 
foot in twenty), that an acclivity was scarcely perceptible. 
The effects this spiral road gave to the eye of the spec- 
lator, with respect to the surrounding scenery, were traly 

: atevery step something wax seen and some~ 
thing lost sight of; and although we came round and 
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round again and again, upon every object thut is in view 
of the hill yet by constantly varying the ascent we varied 
the aspect of the prospect. At length we arrived on the 
platform, from whence the couped'eeil was truly delight- 
ful; but the large gan riveted the attention of our com- 
panion, “I suppose,” said he, “ it is the fellow to this, 
you havo got on the other height.” I told him it was, 
“ And the Spaniards,” exclaimed he, “allowed Porto 
Bello to be taken, with guns such as these to defend it! 
the lubbers !—With this gua, in this place, Sir Edward,” 
continued he, “* you should beat the devil out of the bay, 
if he were to come in.” Saying this, he put his hand in 
his pocket, and gave the serjeant of artillery a dollar, to 
drink the King’s health. We then retraced our steps; 
and having, of course, to wind back in an opposite direo- 
tion, the scenery became so changed, in the succession 
of objects to the eye, that it scarcely appeared the same 
Jandscape, 

We hud just time to put off our coats to cool, #0 a8 to. 
dress for dinner after the fashion of old Cormmodore 
Gunman, when dinner was unnounced. Drake guve as 
a complete course of fish and shell-fish, followed by = 
boiled turkey and a fine Dutch ham, a roast kid, a raised 
pie, anda brace of Mrs. Allwood's gallenos, Aftordinner, 
he showed what the island could produce for a desserts 
pine-apples, melons, shaddocks, oranges, and bananas, 
all surrounding a royal bowl of panch, made with our 
own limes, were placed on the table, Some odd things 
were said at dinner by our nautical visiters, which made 
our fadies smile; but I will only repeat one of them. 
‘When the roast kid was brought on table entiro, and with 
his head erect, 2 young midshipman present mistook it 
for a dog; and the moment it was set down, and ho gave 
it a glance, he cried out, bow wow!"—" O no,” said 
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Rosalie, who sat next him; “ c'est un cheereau.”—" He 
de a quoer shaver, sure enough,” replied the boys “ but 
you must not gull me with an outlandish name; may be 
you called him Pompey." 

After dinner, the conversation turned on the uniform 
worn by the navy. “T have heard,” said I, “that his 
present Majesty, having determined on giving uniform 
to the navy, was led to make choice of that you wear, 
from seeing a blue riding dress, with white lappelles, on 
‘an olegant and beantiful lady of high rank, at a hunting 
party.” —* That's Betty Martin!" replied Captain Lime- 
burner. —“Who2" I rejoined. —“O, it’s all my eye, 
that," he exclaimed: “nothing but a cram for land- 
labbers.” After pausing n moment, and looking a good 
deal vexed, one cye resting on me, the other directed to 
the harbour, he resumed:—“ Why, our uniform was 
worn by Admiral Noah; ay, and before his time: Old 
Ocean himself wore it time out of mind. You have 
noticed his blue jacket, 1 suppose, and have seen his white 
lappelies, when he pute on his full-dress uniform: and he 
always wears that, d'ye soe, inn gule of wind."”"—* Thank 
you, noble Captain,” I replied ; “I shall not forget to 
note that down, us n brave assay to reflect honour on 
the coat you wear.” Before nine o'clock we all left the 
chiteau, having previously invited our naval friends to 
‘visit as on the morrow, it being muster-day. 

‘On returning to our own home, my Eliza asked me 
what Captain Limeburnor could mean by saying “ That's 
Betty Martin.” 1 told her, in reply, I was as much ata 
Toss to know his meaning, as she could be, at the time he 

‘it; but I now recollected having heard the expres 

a st school, where it was a common joke with the 
Latin scholars. Its origin I believe to be in a Romish 
prayer to Sain! Martin, which bogins,—\' O mihi! Beate 
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Martini!" and as far as that goes, may literally be trans- 
lated,—“O to me, blessed Martins" but which jocorely 
may be read,—* Oh, my eye, Betty Mortin!” and this 1 
believe to be the origin of Limeburner’s exclamation. 

On the following day there was a grand market at the 
village. Boat-loads of suilors came on shore from the 
frigate, and bought largely; chiefly stockings and hats, 
and plait for hate; also some shopkeepers’ goods; no 
small quantity of tobacco and vegetables; and having 
taken a great liking to Gorta’s sausages, he supplicd 
them abundantly. Captain Limeburner landed his ma- 
tines a litte before noon, Onr train-band then fell in; 
and we mustered nearly one hundred rank and file, ex- 
clusive of the strangers. Tho marines beat us in exercise; 
bat our men beat them hollow in firing at the target. 
Captain Limeburner was very angry at this, threatening 
to flog the marines if they did not do better. “ Don’t 
blame the men, sir,” sitid Craig, respectfully, who stood 
by ua: “give them practice, and they will fire well ;— 
no man can do anything well, that he dos not do often.” 
The naval captain, with one eye still fixed on the marines, 
east a piercing glance on poor Craig with the other, 
saying in reply, “Who the d—1 are you, to prevent me 
flogging my marines, if I like it?” On which Craig 
again respectfully put his bund to his hat, and walked 
away to the left. 

After the business of the day was over, we all dined 
on board the frigate. The dinner was rude, but bearty. 
‘There was some excellent peas-soup; a great pilaa of 
three boiled fowls, stuck full of cloves, and smothered in 
a pile of rice; « double piece of ship's pork ; « caliper of 
turtle baked in the oven; a baked plum-pndding; and a 
dich of pancakes, halfa foot high, A horn-blower stood 
under the half deck, jast before the cabin door, playing 
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on bis instrament all the time we were at dinner, His 
notes were most incongruous, and some of his blasts 
almost ridiculous; but our unsophisticated host often 
praised the music, declaring “he was the best horn in 
the fleet.” In the course of conversation, Captain Lime- 
burner proposed sailing the next day; saying, * the fel- 
Jows had now plenty of fresh grub, and he must see what 
the Duns were about on the main.” I, however, succeeded 
in persuading him to remain till Monday, and attend on 
divine service to-morrow with his officers and crew. 
“Man does not live by bread alone,” observed Mr. 
Rowley, opportunoly, “but by every word that pro- 
ceedeth from the mouth of God."— T approve of that,” 
replied Captain Limeburner: “although a sailor, T hope 
Tam not quite a Turk, though they say Lam a bit of a 
Tartar." This remark drew a smile from bis officers; 
the allusion seemed not to be lost on them ; and it could 
not but bring to my mind his reply to honest Craig— 
Who the devil are you, to prevent me flogging my marines, if 
Alike it?" 

On Sunday we were much crowded, even under the 
canopy of the great tree; but it was © most gracious 
sight to my dear wife and mysel{—so large a © 
tion: namely, our now numerous people, and all the 
frignic’s crew, assembled to worship on the very same 
spot where, in time past, she and Jolene, with our dear 
little dog at our feet, lay waiting patiently on that gra- 
cious God, who had not only answered our prayers in 
mercy to ourselves, when we alone were the inhabitants 
of the island, but who bad now almost miraculously 
raised in this spot a conseorated temple to himself, 
and brought to it even a multitade of grateful wor- 
shippers. “1am like Jacob,” said I, “who had crossed. 
Jordan with his serip and staff’ only; and, behold he 
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returned over it at the head of two bends!” A colestial 
tear stood in my sweet wife's eye, when I said this toh 
and I thought Rachel, the beloved of the patriarch, must 
have looked like her. 

Early on Monday morning, half-a-dozen sheep, a few 
turtle, some poultry, and a large supply of vegetables, 
wore sent on board the frigate with my compliments. 
‘Tho boat brought back the thanks of Captain Limaburner 
and his officers, with a present of two casks of vinegar, 
—an article we much wanted. The Porghee was getting 
in readiness to eail out of the harbour with the frigate, 
while Drake was at the mansion receiving his instructions 
how to proceed as to the business to be done at the Mos- 
quito shore with respect to the settlement making at the 
Island of Rattan, After finishing what I had to «ay to 
him relative to his public duty, T desired him to procure 
three stone-musons; as I saw clearly that the village 
must be extended, and church built for the accommo- 
dation of our incrosing population, A® soon as the 
sen-brooxe set in, the two vessels weighed, and stood out 
to sea, 

During Drake's absence, about one-third of the wood- 
land region was cut down for the site of the now 
buildings; a street being marked out in m continous 
line from that already built, but intersected st right 
angles by a broader street, opposite to the 
and running back nearly to the face of the hill, At this 
upper extremity it was intended to place the church: and 
at the crossing of the streets, in the square of their inter- 
section, a fountain was to be made by means of a leaden 
pipe leading from the spring at its source. Drake brought 
the miasons on his return, and gave a flaming account of 
what was doing at Rattan, There were engineers, and a 
battalion of King’s troops, and plenty of government 
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money, but they were in want of almost every necessury. 
Van Kempen pricked up his ears at this information, 
and lost no time in sending off two vessels with supplies; 
some part of which, was our own island produce, and 
manufacture, even to brown pans and dishes, made by 
the Germans, which now they had learned to ginze, by 
throwing salt into the kiln before they took out the ware, 
The masons, and bricklayer, and carpenters, and a suil- 
able number of labourers, were quickly eet to work upon 
the charch; a plain building, with a turret, for only one 
bell. 

By one of our vessels from Jamaica, in October, I re~ 
ceived # gracious letter from my friend Lord Harrington, 
in which he told me the King had raised Sir Robert 
Walpole to the peerage; und had given himself also a step 
or two in the same way. But he added, whatever eituation 
he might fill, he hoped I would ever count on his ser- 
‘vices on ull occasions. I read the letter ufter dinner tomy 
domestic friends; and then laying it down for a moment, 
observed, that * Lady Seaward would have been burned 
for a witch, seven years ago."—“ How so, Edward 2" she 
exelaimed.—“ On a memorable occasion, my love,” said 
1, “you predioted that the King would dismiss Sir Robert 
Walpole with either « fool's cap or a coronet.”—" May 
a good spirit now guide him!” she replied. “1 for 
give him; but his country and posterity, I fonr, will not, 
History seeks justice, without mercy.” At this remark, 
Mr. Rowley shrugged up his shoulders; and while I 
folded up the letter, and put it in my pocket, I proposed 
the health of my noble friend, by his now titles of Viscount 
Petersham, Earl of Hurrington. Here this short con~ 
‘yersation ended, soon turing 10 the ever-interesting 
subject of our own settlement. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 


Ox Tuesday, the 7th of December, early in the morn- 
ing, the look-out at the flagstaff on the promontory re= 
ported several large ships in sight, but could not make 
out what they were: he hoisted our colours, and then 
came down, I immediately sent for Drake, but lost not 
& moment myself in hastening to the height, to recon- 
noitre them. In about half an hour I made two of then 
out to be large frigates, and three others armed brige: 
they were then becalmed. I was observing them atten~ 
tively with the glass, when Droke arrived; and at that 
instant I saw an English ensign blow out from the 
mizen peak of ono of them, tho first of the sea breeze 
having just reached her. “O, they are English,” said 
I, giving Drake the glass, He had scarcely put it to his 
eye, when he exclaimed, All Spanish ! Sir Edward.!”— 
“Not sol" I replied; “are you sure of that? He 
took another look at them. “The sooner we are at 
quarters," he cried, “the better; they are all Spanish 
men-of-war.” Van Kempen had joinod us just ax Drake 
spoke. “Lot them fire the Big gon then," he said. Ide 
sired that the gun should not be fired without my orders; 
and instantly proceeded to descend, taking Drake amd 
Van Kempen along with me. “They certainly meditate 
an attack on us," said Druke, os we turned away from 
the flag-staff.—" And it is my business,” I replicd, “to 
give them a warm reception."—" Allow me, then,"* he 
rejoined, “ to go out with the Porghee, and recomnsitre.”” 
I made him no reply; but stopping for a moment, called 
for Prico, the fifer, and bade him ran down before us, 
and say I desired the bugle to be sounded fo assemble; 
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and then return to the signal-post, to bring messages 
from thence to the mansion. I then addressed Drake: 
“I shall lose no time in making my dispositions; but I 
do not think T will allow you to stir from the harbour.” 
After this, not a word was spoken during our return. 
A thousand things to be done, and which should have 
been already done, crowded into my mind. I had but 
just time to give them anything like an urrangement, 
before I sat down in my own ball. Ina minute I was 
on my legs again, strong in a feeling of collectedness 
for the occasion. Captain Drake,” said T, “let the 
Porghee be towed round, and moored athwart the mouth 
of the cove, under the precipice on the enst side of the 
isthmus, ready to slip, if necessary. Let the merchant 
‘vessels be immediately run close up into Peccary Creek. 
The Avon, and boats, to be kept ready for any service 
‘that may be required.” He went to put the orders into 
execution, not making any remonstrance or reply, beyond 
saying, “It shall be done.” —* Mr, Van Kempen, I charge 
you to get some water-tight casks up to the promontory, 
and employ people, and asses, to carry up water to fill 
them; and convey provisions to the same place, in sufll- 
cient quantity, lest we should be driven to make a stand 
there, with all our women, and their children.” He bogan 
to talk. “Take example from Captain Drake,” 1 said, 
hastily, “and doyou, as you are desired !"—“ I will make 
the women carry,” he replied. “ Do so, if you plenso,” 
I bawled out, with some veh: wo; “only let it be 
done, and that speedily. Craig,” said I, lowering my 
voice as I spoke to him, who at the time was standing 
vory near to mo, “I bolievo we sbull have to fight; see 
that every thing is ready for the small-arm men; sixty 
rounds in their cartouch boxes, with a spare flint. And 
take care to doposit kegs of ball cartridges in sach places 
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as you think may be safe and right, in case of being bard 
prowsed by the enemy, should be land. I intend thirty 
of our men to be detached to Sugar-Louf Hill, besides 
twenty suilors to the battery. Send appointments there 
for that number, with three kegs of ball cartridges, and 
some spare flints: and have the necoutrements for all the 
rest, arranged under the sheds at Port George. But there 
is so much to do, the men cannot be allowed to fall in till 
the Inst moment,’” 

By this time the people had collected ; among whom 
was the sergeant of artillery from Fort Vernon, and one 
of the artillery-men from Pirates’ Fort. But we had been 
guilty of great negligence: there were no cartridges filled 
for the Spanish guns, The artillery-men at hand were 
immediately sent to the magnzine; from whence ten 
barrels of gunpowder, and a bale of paper and woollen 
cartridges, and some slow match, were taken, and con- 
veyed to Fort Vernon. And I was glad to. get thin 
ammunition over, even unfilled; for I expected every 
moment, now the sea breeze was freshening, to see Price 
come down from the height with the intelligence that the 
Spanish squadron was crowding suil for the port; but 
‘as yet he did not make his appearance. Two barrels of 
gunpowdor, and cartridges, were quickly sent to Pirates’ 
Fort, by the canoe that brought the artillery-mam, at the 
blowing of the bugle; and the same quantity was now 
got up to the promontory; also a supply of filled eart- 
ridges, brought to Fort George. Every boat was in 
requisition, everybody was employed. 

My brother and the Doctor waited for orders. 1 took 
my brother aside: “ James,” said I, “ go home ime- 
diately, and fot your wif and children be removed to 
German Towa, with all your money, And remember, in 
cuss of an attuck, it ie my wish that they, amd all the 
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German women, take refiege oa the beight where the 

is. Bat whes they are there, teke care thet oo 
person hoists the colours; for by es doing, the place of 
their refuge woald be shown. Mesewhile, order the 
‘women to take water and provisions to the beight; and 
you return to me as scou as you con.” —“ I dos't like 
this business, brother,” he replicd; “hut at any rate 
Tthink it right to place the women in safety; and I 
Will see to it immedintely.”—“ Doctor Gordon,” stid 
I, # ket your wife accompany Mru. Seawnrd to the beige 
above German Town, to be ost of the way. I fear there 
will be work to-day for you.""—* In that cane,” be replied, 
*Lean’t spare my wife; she mast come to the hospital” 
But his wife thought otherwise, and went off with the 
Test of the women om that side of the settlement, to the 
height above German Town. 

Ten o'clock had arrived withoet any decided report 
from the flag-stal. I sent up Orderiy-Corporal M‘Nakb, 
to try hie sagacity; he returned, seying, “that ell the 
vessels were laying to, except one of the brigs, which be 
supposed was seeking to find the channel; bat she was 
looking for it off the Turtle Islands.” Drake nuw rejoined 
me; having stationed the Porgher acros: the cove, our 
haven of safety not to be forgotten. Having done this, 
he lsd only to walk across the inthis, aud come through 
the village and woodland region, to reach the mansion. 
Tiold him my arrangements in a few words, and desired 
him now to go with all speed to Spring Hill, for Mrs. 
Drake and the dear children; and to send sll the women 
and children from Allwood's Bay, to take refoge “on 
your head, my dear friend!” sald J, “ om Drake's Head: 
you know we must now call everybody and everything 
by their proper names.” I epoke this with rolaxed fea 
tures; for I wished that he should feel, ax T had been 
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‘a little austere in the line of duty, that we wore nevor- 
theless the same dear and familiar friends. “ They will 
be safe enough at Spring Hill, Sir Edward,” he replied. 
—* They may not, sir,” was my answer, rather sternly; 
“if the Spaniards do attack us in right earnest, they will 
put out all their strength against Fort Vernon, and the 
hill that commanrs it, Let me see your family herv, 
directly.” Drake amiled, and bowed, and went off; and 
within an hour returned with his precious charge, in my 
barge; and all the other women and children for All 
wood’s Bay, in the Avon, 

Our people were every one in motion; like ants, whose 
hill had beon suddenly invaded by the rade kick of some 
country clown, or wicked schoolboy, Some were going, 
some were coming, some laden, some empty. The Avon 
wns now despatched to Fort Vernon, with a detachment 
of twenty seamen (the merchant vessels being all eafe im 
Peocary Creek), to reinforce the artillery corps stationed 
there. And thirty of the train-band were sent to defend 
Sugnr-Lonf Hill, At the same time a boat was sent to 
Pirates’ Fort, with six sailors, carrying along with them 
provisions, and small arms for themselves, and for the 
artillery-men and negro boatman that belonged to the 
fort. ‘This boat brought over all the women from the 
settlement at Pirates’ Land; their husbands, our Inte 
emancipated negroes, having already come to us on the 
sounding of the bugle. I doputed Corporal Andrews 
and Lance-Corporal Finlayson to go with the detach- 
ments to Spring Hill; and offered my brother the com 
mand, But he said he did not think himself equal to it; 
and thought I should give it to Captain Drake, “I 
cannot spare him,” I replied. Then instantly aking hold 
‘of a piece of paper, I wrote a commission for 
styling him Licutenant James Craig, and appointing him 
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to the command of Edward's Island, and of all the forts 
thereon, pro tempore; alo commanding every peraon to 
obey him in allthings, ots. “Here, Craig,” said I, “go 
and take the command of Fort Vernon, und defend Sugar 
Loaf Hill to the last, Hore is your commission,” —“ 1 
thank your Honour,” he replied; “I hope I shall do my 
duty.” He then added, “Have you any further orders?” 
—* Go to your post,” I replied, “and sec that there is 
a supply of water, and provisions at the fort. Also be 
careful of tho boats and canoes ; keep them snug behind 
the rock, under the fort, for communicating with me, or 
for any other service that may be required.” Craig took 
his lenve; and as on his arrival at Sugar-Loaf Hill the 
dispositions would be completed, my anxiety for our safety 
‘now became much lessened. For if the enemy had pushed 
in with the first of the eea breeze, Fort Vernon, and evory 
other place after it, must have fallen in halfan hour: we 
were not propared, and, to my shame I confess it, from 
sheer negligence, How many places and ships have fallen 
sn easy prey to an enterprising enemy, from the same 
cause, though, perhaps, forever concealed from the public 
eye or car! 

“ Teannot spare you, Drake,” said I, addressing myself 
to him, as Craig left the hall; “all your own seamen are 
with us. [have sent none but the crews of our merchant 
‘vorsels, to assist the artillery-men at Fort Vernon and 
Pirates’ Fort. You must take charge of Fort George 
here, with the Porghee's crew: you will then be ready to 
embark in the Avon, or go round to your own vessel; 
either of which you can do in twenty minutes; oract here, 
‘8 ciroumstances may require.” One of my old artillery- 
men remained on the promontory: the other two were in 
attendance at Fort George. 

While all this was going forward, my dear Eliza walked. 
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to and fro with much earmestness, but great awe 
evidently engaged in directions to 

at maiden g ep atshiagh ves Ire ss en 
the moment I left her to go to the promontory early in 
the morning, till about ten o'clock, when she brought me 
a cup of coffee with her own hand. I then sat down; 
und as she gave it to me, she kiesed my forehead, saying, 
“ Thoy may strike at tho Dolphis to-day, but they shall 
pot kill him. Mon Diew et mon Roi, dear Edward, is your 
motto, and your defence.” I looked up,and bleseed ber. 
Sho continued to walk to and fro without speaking, but 
catching every word I said; and doing her part, in the 
spirit of the instructions she heard me giving to the 
heads of different departments. 

It was twelve o'clock. I sent Drake to the promon- 
tory to observe the enemy. Every man and every 
woman continued actively at work, scoomplishing vari- 
ous arrangements, So I now sat quietly, for a fer 
minutes, reconsidering all I had done, and contemplating 
what remained to do. At this moment Doctor Gorden 
came in, asking Miss Rosalie to give him some silk 
thread, and a bit of wax, which she did. He then very 
coolly sat down at the table opposite to me, and pro- 
ceeded to double and wax the silk: and having done 
this, he took some curved needles from his pocket, and 
began threading them. Mr. Rowley, who stood by, 
inquired what he was about. “Just getting ready @ fee 
Ugatares for amputations,” he replied. —* What!” ex- 
claimed our kind but faint-hearted minister, evidently 
not ander the impression of ignorance, but of horror 
* A fow ligatures, I tell you, sir; just to be in readiness, 
you soo,” answered the Doctor. My dear wife, who was 
passing while this dialogue took place, said, very quiotly, 
— Doctor Gordon, I think you might have spared us 
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the anticipation of having our logs and arms cut off, by 
the exhibition of those ligatures, as you call them, on that 
table.”"—* They are nothing but a little waxed thread, 
madam,” he replied; “ they ean do nobody any harm.” 
Bat he was not insensible of the rebuke he had received; 
for he wrapped up his ligatures, with their needles, in a 
plece of paper, and walked away, no doubt to the village, 
to put his hospital in order, For he was a conscientious 
man, though often getting into scrapes through what he 
considered “ acting in strict conformity to his duty.” 
Drake soon rotarned from the promontory, ea} 

that two of the brigs wore now off the Turtle Telande 
and, he thought, with the intention of landing troops, 
and making a diversion. For they appeared full of man, 
and had several bonts towing astern. Tho two frigates, 
he suid, continued to lay-to in the fair way between the 
reefs, with the channel open; the other brig being a little 
within them, but ont of shot. “I think, Sir Edward,” 
added he, “now that you have finished your dispositions, 
the height is your proper station; from whence you can 
68 every thing, and end people down with orders, from 
time to time, as you judge necossary. And, if I may 
be allowed to give an opinion, I think the Porghee and 
Avon should run up within the reef, to prevent a landing 
by boats st Eastfield. The brigs cannot get in; the 
Turtle Islands aro roef-bound, except for boats or small 
craft, so there is nothing to fear from the large vessels,” 
—* But if you beat up with the Porgheo,” I replied, it 
will show there is deep water between the reef and the 
land; which may be a hint to them to work in with the 
large yessels behind the promontory, and dostroy you, 
and attack us from the isthmus, with their whole foree by 
Jand.”—# They exnnot work in, Sir Bdwand,” he replied; 


“the wind is right abead, whore there is any, and eo 
s2 
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baffling withal between the promontory and grent rock 
off the cove, that any square-rigged vessel would cer 
tainly miss stays, and fall out again to leewurd."”— Very 
well, then,” I said, “take your old crew, Martin, Pardy, 
and four others; and also the ten pirates, if you think 
them trustworthy; you once said they were fine fellows; 
and with these people, man the Avon. She has patte- 
reras and musquetoons already mounted: send her round 
immediately, nnd have muskets nnd cutlusses ready for 
the men, when they get to the cove, where the Porghee 
lics. By the time they arrive, you will be under sail; 
and be sure to take your own boats with you, lest you 
should be becalmed and want them.” This matter being 
settled, Droke manned the Avon as I had proposed, and 
marched off with all his own men across the isthmus, to 
his vessel: thus taking with him on his expedition forty 
six men. 

It was now nearly two o'clock. All the carrying that 
remained to be done, could easily be effected by the negro 
women: therefore the train-band fell in on the open ground. 
We mustered sixty-eight rank and file, after having sent 
off the detachment to Fort Vernon, From this body 1 
picked out thirty-cight, best calculated to work the great 
guns at Fort George, and placed them under the direc- 
tion of the artillery-men. My brother was now ordered 
to march the remaining thirty, round by the woodland 
region, and take post within the stocealo of the cave 
storehouses, with the two field-pieces in his front, rendy 
to act as might be required, 

Mr. and Mrs. Rowley, with Mrs. Drake and their 
children, and Rosalie, and poor old Rota, had been sent 
forward to the height, My dear Eliza alone remained 
with me, if I may except faithful Master Diego and 
Fidele. Nothing more was loft to do here, but to return 
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God thanks, that these Spaniards did not pounce upon 
us, and destroy ws at once, as they might have done. 
Thelped my guardian angel on her mulo; I thon mounted 
the other; and taking our way to the furt, I encouraged 
the men as we passed along, telling them my post was at 
the height to observe the enemy; but if my presence 
should be required with thom, or at any other point, I 
would soon be down. They gave me three cheers; and 
I then proceeded as fast as the mule would carry me, 
accompanied by my beloved wife, and our oarly and 
much-loved friends and companions, honest Diego and 
faithful Pidele. “ God will not forsake you, my honoured 
and dear husband, in this day of trial,” said my dear 
Eliza as we passed on: “I am proud,” continued she, 
“to see you so collected and assured; it delighted my 
heart all this morning, to hoar you give your ordera."— 
“Thank you, my sweet comforter,” I replied; but I said 
no more, for my mind was full of our present portentous 
situation, 

Just as we came to the brow of the summit, I heard a 
gun, the first that had been fired to-day. T hasted to 
alight. It was from one of the Spanish frigates, without 
shot; that vessel hoisting at the same time a union-jack 
ut the main-top-gallant-mast-head,—our signal for a pilot. 
‘They, perhaps, had just determined on the stratagem, but 
it was hoisted at the wrong mast-hoad} and, therefore, 
if anything were wanting to confirm Drake's opinion, 
we now had it. No notice was taken of this signal. The 
frigates were now standing in; I kept my eye on them 
with the glass, desiring the artillery-man, as eoon as they 
came within shot, to make the fifer sound the bugle three 
times, (@ signal I had agreed on with the officers below, 
for the serious approach of tho cnemy,) and then to give 
him a shot from time to time as opportunity might serve, 








306 sin DW, SRAWwARD'S DEC. 


but not to fire without good aim. Saying this, I mounted 
the mule ayain; and with Eliza by my side, and Diego 
at our heels, rode a little way to get sight of the Porghee 
and Avon, which I soon perceived stretching up between 
the isthmus und the reef. There were signals flying at 
the mast-heads of the two brigs, and boats full of men 
trying to get in, round the reef, close to the Turtle Islands; 
just the place where we were shipwrecked, nine years 
ago. From the spot where I halted, I could see all the 
Spanish squadron, but I was most intent on the operations 
to the northward, ‘The two frigates and brig had agsia 
hove to, with main-top sails to the mast, distant about 
three miles east of the promontory, just clear of the 
southernmost point of the inner reef. But it appeared 
to me that they knew their way in, and that they were 
only waiting the landing to be effected, and the conse- 
quent junction of the other two brigs. 

In a little time I poresived the boats with the troops, 
endeavouring to get back to the brigs, on seeing the 
approach of our vessels, But some of them were too flur 
advanced, to succeed agninst the surf, The Porghee 
soon got her bow guns to bear upon three of the beats, 
and in five minutes after, both she and the Avon with 
her pattererus and musquetoons were firing briskly. The 
Spanish boats returned the fire with musketey, but their 
shot could not reach our vessels. One of the boats was 
quickly sank. he brigs now hoisted their proper 
colours, and fired; but their shot fall short, Something 
at this moment decided the Spanish Commodore. He 
hoisted the Spanish flag, and hauled down the English 
colours, before fying as a ruse de guerre; filled his main- 
topsil; and stood in for the harbour, with the other 
frigate and brig in his wake, Whon I saw this, I hasted 
to the flag-stafl. By the time I got there, the Spanish 
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‘squadron was within long range of our gun. The bugle 
then sounded three times, and in about a minute after, 
the artillory-man gave the enemy a shot, It was well 
hove and strong, passing over their masteheads. “Less 
powder and better sim next time, Robins,” I cried, 
addressing myself to the artillery-man, He made no 
reply, bat loaded again as fast as he could. I turned 
round the while with my glass. And it was a gracious, 
though awful sight to mo, to look down upon the forte 
see all our men at quarters, and the artillery-men 
with lighted matches, ready to give the invaders a warm 
reception. Robins fired again, and, by good fortune 
almost unprecedented, struck the head of the foremast of 
the second frigate. Down came her top, with all above 
it, and all her head-sails. In an instant she came athwart 
the brig that was in her wake, and they Jay foul ef cach 
othor. Soon, howover, the brig disentanglod horself, the 
Commodore heaving to, the while. Robins tried to hit 
him, but could not succeed. The disabled frigate now 
drifted with the wind and current, round the bluff of 
Edward's Island (which placed her out of the way of our 
gun), and she there, as we afterwards learnt, let go an 
anchor, 

The Commodore, notwithstanding this accident to his 
other frigate, entered the passage to the harbour in the 
‘most undaunted manner, supported only by the one brig, 
As yet he had nothing to fire at. Guns from the sea 
could not be elevated sufficiently to reach the promontory. 
But as soon as he got fairly within the passage, betwoon 
the two jelands, he and the brig commenced firing away 
from both sides, at anything nd evorything that pre- 
sented iteelf. In a few minutes Fort Vernon opened 
upon him, when distant about three quarters of a milo; 
and soon after, the guns trom Fort George were brought 
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Edward’s Island. The great gun on the platform was 
directing ite fire to one point on Allwood’s runge, from 
whence I could see, by help of my glass, the Spaniards 
descending. “This is the consequence of cutting down 
the cedar trees on the other side of the range,” thought 
Tto myself; “at which time a footpath must have been 
mare over it, that Tam not aware of.” 1 confeas T was 
amazed and disconcerted. I called Price, and wrote an 
order in pencil for Captain Seaward to draw off a guard 
of seamen from Fort George, for the stoceado ; and send 
off his thirty men of the train-band to Fort Vernon, 
without delay, in such bonts as were at hand; and to 
direct them to take off their hats on lending upon All- 
wood's beach, and carry up as many large pebble stones 
in them as possible to the fort, and order the gunners to 
ase them as grape shot against the assailants, 

In ten minutes after Price was gone, Drake made his 
appearance at the flog-statt, covered with sweat and gun- 
powder, Thad just time before his arrival to move from 
my position, und make # sweep with the glass, of the 
reef and Turtle Islands, when I eaw the two Spanish 
brigs still there, but one of them on her beam ends, and 
the other at anchor outside of her, sending boats to and 
fro, I thanked God for this; but was uneasy, beonuse 
T could not discover either of our vessels, and had just 
returned when Drake mounted the rising ground. “Wo 
hhaye destroyed three of their bouts, Sir Edward,” said 
my gallant friend, “and have taken fifteen 
One of the brigs is on her beam ends, und the other at 
anchor outside of her, trying to get her off, or save the 
crew. But where is tho rest of the squadron?” con- 
tinued he.—“ Oar brave fellows,” I replied, “have beat 
the Commodore, and one brig, out of the bay. But there 
is a frigate, whose foremast Robins shot away at the 
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fire, now at anchor on the other side of the oppo- 

ite bluff; and T suspect sho has landed a great part of 
er crew; for they are at this moment attacking Sugar 
‘Loaf Hill from the land side. Take the glass, and you 
will sce the businoss.”"— I thonght there was something 
the matter there, by the occasional cannionading,” he ob- 
served, as he put the glass to his eye. “They appear to 
be in force on the range at this moment,” he said, as he 
held the glass up to its object, “ What is to be done, 
sir?"—*T have ordered them a reinforcement,” T replied. 
— Tf they wke Sugar-Loaf-Hill,” he exclaimed, “the 
place is Jost! Allow me to run down on the frigate with 
my own crow, and all the sailor-men I can collect below 
from the fort and from the Avon; perhaps I may surprise 
the frigate, with most of her crew on shore, and captare 
her.” —“Tho emergency of the case, my dear Drake,” 1 
replied, “induces me to accept your gallant but daring 
enterprise. Go; and God be with you!” 
In forty minutes after ho left me, I eaw the Porghes, 
with hor decks full of men, passing the promontory from 
the cove, into which he had ran after destroying the brig's 
boats, I again turned my eyes anxiously to Sugar-Loaf 
Hill. Two of Fort Vernon's guns had now been brought 
to bear on the assnilants; but there was a brisk fire of 
mousketry on both sides. Our boats with the reinforve- 
ment were landing, and as yet there was no enemy mear 
enough the beach to dispute the way to the entrance gaw 
‘of the corkscrew road. T was glad to see all the empry 
boats coming back, in tow of my bange—including those 
which had been left in the boat harbour andor the forts 
ani I began to hope the important post was safo; there 
being now ninety men there,—nearly double the umber 






















Prazer allowed me to defend it against a thousand. Robins 
thought he might help to frighten the Spaniards on the 
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ridge, if he could do nothing else: he was sure he could 
reach the spot, where he saw a considerable body col- 
tected ; und who, he said, no doubt, were making a plat- 
form to mount guns on. This suggestion I thought very 
probable: I therefore desired him to try a shot, though 
the distance was perhaps rather more than two miles. 
There was great difficulty in getting the gun round; but 
by the help of the negro women on the height, who were 
numerous and accustomed to labour, we effected it, Then 
giving it the greatest elevation, to ascertain its power, he * 
threw ashot clear over the range. ‘The angle was lessened 
until be strnck the place just below where the Spaniards 
wore at work; and he continued to fire every now and 
then, whenever a number collected together on the spot. 
Twas surprised that the gun on Sugar-Loaf Hill had not 
already beat them from this position; but 1 learned after- 
wards, that the party we saw, were not seen from the 
other post, there being # screen of troes between them, 
‘The fire of our gun rather disconcerted them ; at least we 
thought #0, for they soon disappeared: but it was from: 
different cause, Drake had laid the frigate aboard, 
cleared her decks, and made the Captain his prisoner. 
The frigute’s boats, and almost all the crew, were on 
shore; but the inatant the attack on her, was discovered, 
the Spaniards that were in sight, or within hearing from 
the beach, crowded down to their boats, to go off to the 
Assistance of their Captain and comrades, But the thing 
was done; and Drake knew too well what he was about, 
to allow any consideration, under heaven, to induce him to 
Fisk his object, viz. the preservation of Sugar-Loaf Hill, 
and consequently of the settlement, He therefore, after 
striking the frigate’s colours, eut her cable, and allowed 
her to drift, taking with him the colours and the Captain 
on board the Porghee, Having thus diseneumbered him- 
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self, he kept under sail, firing into the boéts as they 
approached him, or endeavoured to gnin the frigate, 
Drke had seventy men on board the Porghee; there 
fore had little fear of being boarded by the boats, the 
whole of which did not contin more than his number. 
There were five boats, of which he sunk two, one cried 
for quarter and had it, one made its way alongside of the 
frigate, the other returned to the shore. The frigate was 
drifting fast upon the reef; and a8 Drake knew a boat's 
“crew could not prevent her doing so, he left her for the 
present to her fate, and proceeded to cannonade the boat 
und people retarned to the beach, who were now joined 
‘by several others from the ridge, For a while they 
replied to his fire with musketry ; but Jaid down their 
arms when they saw their Captain a prisoner, who was 
made to stand up in the rigging for that parpose. 

A midshipman was now sent on shore from the Por 
ghee, who received the arms of the Spaniards into hix 
boat; then making the prisoners, to the number of forty, 
get into the Spanish long-boat (which was the boat that 
returned to the shore), he took her in tow, and rowing 
off, received rope from the schooner. Drake now very 
wisely proceeded on his return, with the two boats in 
tow; leaving the frigate to her fate. Before I know 
what had taken place at the back of Edwanl’s Island, 1 
perceived the fire of the assailants slacken, and 
cense; which was immediately followed up by a flag of 
truce, displayed on Allwood’s ridge. It was an officer's 
shirt, tied by the sleeves to a pole, On seeing this, I 
sent Price, as fast as he could ran, to the further extre- 
mity of the promontory, to call down to Captain Seaward. 
(who was posted below, within the cave-avenue stoccado 
with fourteen seamen, the romnant of our force here), to 
man my barge, and also the Avon, and despatch them 
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immediately to Fort Vernon. ‘This result of the contest, 
was most grateful to my feelings; for my anxiety had 
been more than I chose to express. 

‘The sun was going down, as my gallant friend, with 
his prisoners in tow, appeared round the opposite head- 
land; and I now thought £ might with safety allow the 
people to descend. I gave my beloved Eliza my arm, 
our hearts being lifted up to God for this wonderful 
deliverance from a powerful encmy; and we left the 
Leight, followed by Master Diego (loading tho two 
iules), und by all our household. Our first inquiry to 
the artillery-men, on our return, was for the wounded. 
‘There were none ag yot roported. No one at Fort George 
had been touched; but some of the Spaniards taken in 
the boats by Drake in the morning, were in hospital with 
Doctor Gordon; where good dear Mr. Rowley was now 
rendering overy assistance in his power, notwithstanding 
his timidity and natural horror even of the idea of wounds 
and bloodshed. The mansion, however, and all the out~ 
houses, und the sheds at the horns of the fort, were 
marked, and in some places much damaged, by the shot 
that passed over the curtain of the battery. 

Twas scarcely seated, when Drake carne on shore with 
a sailor close at his heels, carrying a huge bundle on his 
back. As the hero advanced to the mansion, his wifie 
ran out to embrace him; he clasped her in his arma 
tenderly, and then coming up to me by a sort of leap, 
exclaimed,—* We have done it, Sir Edward! IL have 
nabbed the Captain of the frigate, Don Pugnacio,—no, 
Ignacio, something, de Herrera: he'll tell you his name 
by-and-by: ho is our prisoner; there is his sword, and 
there are his colours;” tarning his eye upon the honest 
tar, who bore them on his shoulders. “Heave them 
down, Jack!’ said he; “und 1 hope sho lies broadside 
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on the reef by this time.” ‘Then resuming his discourse 
to me—" As soon us we cleared her decks of the sone 
fifly or sixty men that opposed us, I cat hor cable and 
sent her adrift.”"—“ You should have preserved the vessel, 
if you could, my dear Drake,” f replied; “she woald 
have made you a fall Captain."—“That crossed my 
mind, Sir Edward, whon I ordored hor to be cut adrift; 
‘but E would not risk a chance of miscarrying in the ser- 
vice I was sent upon, for that or any other consideration, 
If 1 hed attempted to keep posacssion of the frigate, I 
might have failed in what I have accomplished, and 
perhaps been taken myself.!"—* You have done well, ray 
qrallant friend," was my reply: “I honour you net only 
for your bravery, but for the noblenese of mind you have 
displayed on the occasion.” My dear wife at this 
moment stretched out her hand to him, say # Shake 
hands with mo, my excellent friend. How happy is my 
Eaward in being so nobly supported !” 

In the midst of theso grootings, the sergeant of artillery 
arrived from Lieutenant Craig, with a convention of eapi- 
tulation, signed with El Tenionte de Fregata, Don Juan 
Quesida; by which seventy-oight mon had laid down 
their arms, on condition that they might be ullowed to 
return to Spain or Spanish America,—“and not serve 
aguin until exchanged,” was very properly added by 
Craig. The arms were taken into the fort; the prisoners 
placed in two of the houses at Allwood's Bay; while a 
third was allotted to the woundod, who wore fast bringing 
in, two Spanish surgeons being in attendance; sentinels 
were planted, and a guard placed in an adjoining house, 
The sergeant of artillery, moreover, informed me, our 
reinforcement had arrived but just in times for that two 
guns had been got up nearly to the top of the ridge, by 
the Spaniards; that many of the Spaniards wore regular 
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soldiers, or marines; and that, as far as he could Jearn, the 
sumber of killed and wounded must ut least equal that of 
the prisoners. “Indeed, we soon eaw,” continued he, “ the 
Spanish surgoons havo their hands full.” But God had 
been merciful to us; there was not a man of ours killed 
‘st Fort Vernon, nor on the hill, and only three slightly 
wounded by musketry. “Tho Spanish vessels,” he said, 
“ fired so badly, that not even the fort was hit, but several 
shot struck the houses in the bay." I now counter-signed 
the conventions then taking the artillery sergeant aside, 
T whispered in his ear the parole and countersign for the 
night, desiring him to communicate them privately to the 
commanding officer at Edward's Island. Having done 
this, T put the ratified paper into his hands, desiring him 
to give it to Lieutenant Craig, with my thanks not only 
to himself, but to the men under his command, for their 
steady defonce of the post intrusted to them. I then 
desired that our wounded, might be sent over immedi- 
ately; and as there was no longer occasion for so large 
a force at Edward's Island, I requested that fifty of the 
train-band might return to me in the Avon. “ You may 
tell Don Junn Quesada,” said Drake to the sergeant of 
artillery, as be was about to depart, “ that I have got his 
friend, Captain Don Ignacio, snug enovgh."—*1 am 
glad to hear that, sir," replied the sergeants “he was 
likely to give us some trouble." —* But here is his Don- 
ship's sword, Sir Edward,” said Drake, stooping and 
taking it up from among the colours, where the sailor had 
thrown them: “I should have presented it to you in 
form, when I first came in, but somehow it slipped my 
memory at the moment.” I received it from his hand, 
with u feeling of some exultation, but it was that T might 
return it to him again. —* Let him that won it, wear it, 
my brave fellow,” I exclaimed: “you are worthy not 
only of his sword, but his frigate." 











‘As soon as the detachment arrived from the other side, 
the prisoners were landed from the Spanish ship's long- 
boat, and marched up with a guard to the stoccadoed 
recess; where the other prisoners already were, with no 
other sentinels than my brother, Van Kempen, and two 
artillery-men. But the Spanish Captain was detained 
on board the Porghce, for the present, by my order; as 
I did not wish him to see the hurly-burly condition to 
which he and his comrades in arms had thrown us. 

It was now thought right, although it was po longer 
daylight, to reconncitre not only the frigate, but the 
brigs. Honest Diego, who stood by me, and who never 
bad been five yurds from me all day, volunteered to go 
with his men in the barge, to carry Captain Drake round 
to the back of Edward's Island, to ease the white sailors 
a little, who had bed no rest since morning. Diego's 
proposal was immediately accepted; and he was told to 
send Martin or Purdy here, or both if he could find 
thom. While Diego was gone to got his crew together, 
poor Drake took some refreshment, the first be had put 
within his lips this day; yet be found time to speak 
between his mouthfals.— I told you those pirates were 
fine fellows, Sir Exward,” said ho: “my oye! how they 
laid about them when we boarded the frigate. I popt 
upon him round the headland, and was athwart his star- 
board bow before he saw us, I don't know how many 
of his crew my fellows drove overboard; however, the 
decks were soon cleared one way or other; bat three of 
the pirates were killed, and two of my own brave men 
also; and T have ordered seven more of them, who are 
wounded, to be sent on shore to the hospital.” As he 
said this, be took a glass of wine somewhat hastily, 
jumping up at the same time froma his chair, and wiping 
his eye with the back of his band, to brush away s tear 
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‘that had sprung forth in spite of him.—* But they only 
did their doty,” said he, “ to die for their country.” He 
then sat down ogain, saying, “I ar done,” and pushed 
aside bis plate. I endeavoured, and we all endeavoured, 
to eonceal our emotions, but some vainly: the feeling he 
had evinced was too powerful, not to carry along with it 
the sympathy of all present.—* Come, my dear fellow,” 
said I, striving to put aside what T folt, let us fill another 
glass of wine, and drink the King’s health, and the health: 
of all his brave men-at-arms.” As we filled our wine, 
Diogo returned with Martin and Purdy, tolling Captain 
Drake that the barge was rendy—“ Go you,” said I, 
addressing myself to the two Bermudians, “in a canoe 
to the Turtle Islands, and bring me word what the two 
Spanish brigs are about, Look narrowly at the one on 
the reef, but have care you are not taken.”—“ Can't 
catch canoe, eit," replied Purdy, laughing, and locking, 
perhaps, like Master Diogo’s black eat. Drake caught 
a little of Purdy’s bappy humour, his native spirits re 
turned, and he laughed too. I desired him to give cach 
of the men a glass of grog, which he did, and they all 
walked down to the beach together. 

‘There was uo sleep for many of us, this night. T sent 
for my brother, gave him the parole and countersign, 
and disposod of the guard. I then sent for Van Kempon, 
and requested him to victual the prisoners, and keep an 
account of the issues. Tho women were engaged in 
bringing back things from the promontory, and neither 
man, woman, nor child were idle; all happy to be so 
employed. Between two and three o'clock in the morn- 
ing, Drake returned from visiting the frigate, He found 
her aground on the inner edge of the reef Diego hnilod 
her in Spanish, and spoke to the men on board, before 
he carried Captain Drake alongside, He told them, all 
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She, however, quickly consoled horself and him, by say 
ing, “ Well, I should be thankful to God, that E and the 
children were not there; and that the Almighty has 
preserved you, through the perils of this awful day.” 

We now endeavoured to persunde the Indies to go to 
bed, but they desired to be permitted to remain. “ It is 
as beautiful night,” said Mrs, Rowley, “ so calm and cool; 
and I like to hear the sentinels calling out ‘ All's Well!” 
which i¢ so delightful a sound, after the toil and peril of 
this anxious day.” She had scarcely done speaking, 
when Purdy entered abruptly, out of breath, and all in 
flutter, I could only make out “Spanish officer, ir! 
Guard, sir!” Drake jumped up, and ran to the door: 
"A file of men are’ marching some one up,” he exe 
claimed; and presently Martin, and @ Spanish naval 
fieutenant, made their appearance, The ladies now with- 
drew— Martin and Purdy fell back towards the door, 
whare the guard stood while the officer entered. 1 rose 
to receive him. He said, “he had been sent by his Cap- 
tain, Don Blasco del Camino, to inquire into the truth 
of the information he had received from our canoe, that 
‘one of the Spanish frigates was captured by us, and that 
the Commodore had made a retreat. Don Blasco wished 
‘to know this, to order his conduct accordingly; and he 
trusted I would receive his officer, as if he came with a 
fing of truce."* I partly understood him; but I made 
Diego interpret, for fear of mistake. I then replied 

the eame medium, desiring Master Diego to tell 
him, “That what he heard was true.” And to ask him, 
whether his captain entertained any hope of getting the 
brig off the reef. He replicd, he did not.”—* Well 
then,” eaid I, would his vessel receive from us 157 
‘Spanish prisoners, besides forty-five wounded?” He 
stared, nt this question, which Diego repeated twice. 
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“ Valame Dios!” he exclaimed, “is this possible?” 
Drake had left Captain Iynacio’s sword upon the table, 
wnd the Spanish colours were lying on the floor, Diego, 

to them, said “ Mira Sétor Capitan!” On 
ee his lunes, and seemed much affected, 
stepping eside, evidently to avoid treading on the Spanish 
fag. I liked him for this, and desired him to be seated; 
at the same time ordering some wine and refreshment, 
Whilo he took it, I inquired of hima how he got into the 
cance. He said, “ They saw it from the brig, approsch 
the wreck; and made a man who spoke English, call to 
it, apd say they wanted to send a letter to the Governor 
of the island; and if the cance would wait and take the 
letter, no harm should happen to it.” The people in the 
canoe, replied, “Then sead only two men im the boat, 
and we will wrait.”"—* Well done, my old shipmates 1” ex- 
claimed Drake. After this account, I patmy question to 
him again, about receiving the wounded men and prisoner. 
He eaid, “ It was impoeaible, his vessel being already toe 
full, having all the people that belonged to the other brig, 
on board, excepting what kad been sunk in the boats, 
nd taken in the affair of the morning.” —# Well, then, 
sir,” I replied, “go back to your ship, and tell your 
Capain, Don Blasco del Camino, t make sail as goon 
ns possible, with all the men he bss on board, anil land 
them cither ot Saint Andreas, or elsewhere mean; amd 
rotarn with a flag of truce flying; he shall then hare 
his countrymen, oar prisoncrs; but it must be under 
stood that he abandons the brig om the reef to me. If 
he agrees to this, ket us see the white fag at your mas 
head early to-morrow morning, which I shall acknow- 
teige by hoisting a white flag also. I would send yoo 
back, sir” continued I, “in a large bout; but nothing 
larger than @ cance could take you with safety through 
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the reefé,” Ho wished to see Capitan Don Ignacio 
Pasqualde Horera. I told him “that was inadmissible: 
Don Ignacio was my prisoner, and could have no voice 
in the business." Here ended the conference. I then 
eve directions that Martin and Pardy should return 
him to his ship; adding my expectation, that they would 
‘act with the same caution in delivering him, ax they had 
done in receiving him. 

‘As the Spaniard stood up to withdraw, he said, with 
mach feeling, “I beliove there is a young officor, a son 
af Don Biayco del Camino, among the prisoners taken 
this morning; it would be gracious in your Excellency 
to give me tho pleasure of taking him back with me to 
hie father,”—* Certainly,” I replied; “you are a fine 
fellow; you have won my respect.” When Diego intere 
preted this, the Spaniard, with the warm manner of his 
climate, bent forward and kissed my hand. Tired as my 
dear friend Drake was, he would not lose the opportu- 
nity of participating in this gracious act, ax the Spanish 
Tieutenant very properly had designated it; #0 he walked 
down with him, escorted by the corporal’s guard, to the 
place whore we had deposited our prisoners, and 
the lad forth and delivered him to his friend. Their 
meeting was affecting and impassioned: the youth was 
‘overjoyed at his unoxpected freedom, and the immedinte 
prospect of being restored to hiv father. 

At daylight in the morning, just as the réveilles beat, 
‘8 large table-cloth was sent off to the promontory, to be 
bent on to the signal-hallinrds, in place of the ensign. 
‘At sunrise we fired our gun. ‘The Spanish brig then 
hoisted the flag of truce; and the moment it was per- 
ceived, ours went up also, As soon as the brooze reached 
ther, she was seen under all sail, steoring to the southward. 
Drake had thrown himself on the Spanish colours, soon 
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after hie return from delivering the youth to the Heute 
nant, and I was happy in seeing the poor fellow sleeping 
soundly. But we awoke at daylight, just as the drum 
bent, and dear old Rota brought in some coffee for our 
rofteshment, of which he gladly partook; saying, “Now 
Tam fresh asa lark—whnt's the order of the day, Sir 
Edward ?”"—* No rest for the wicked, Drake!” T replied 
jocosely; “1 place every sailor-man in the settlement, 
excepting Diego and ‘his crew, under your command. 
See if it be possible to get off the fri 

Rota had called Mrs. Drake, and my dear wife, agree 
able to their request. They came out in their dishabille, 
and joined us at our early breakfast. Very soon after 
their uppearance, my brother came in. He was anxious 
to return to Peccary Field, and my dear Eliza and myself 
were equally anxious that he should do #0, as it was pro- 
bable Mrs, Seaward had not as yet descended from the 
heights. While James was refreshing himeolf with tes 
and coffee, I arranged with Drake that he should go on 
board the Porghee immediately, taking Diogo ne inter- 
preter, and inform the Spanish captain, that in the course 
of half an hour a bont would be sent to remove him to 
the country-house of a gentleman on the island; where 
he was to remain while a prisoner with every indulgenee, 
except going beyond its immediste grounds. I also 
desired Drake to say, that whatever private property he 
had on board the frigate, should be got at and conveyed 
to him. Drake now left us, to apprise Don Ignacio 
Pasqual de Herera of all this, and then to set about the 
more arduous task T had imposed on him. By the time 
my brother had quite finished breakfast, Diego returned 
from his first commission to the Porghee, and I now 
ordered him to see that his men were clean, and 
equipped to attend Captain Seaward back to her. 
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As soon as Master Diego left us, to get the crew of his 
‘boat ready, I told my brother my reasons for desiring him 
to take the Spanish captain to his house. “ He could not 
remain on board the Porghee, while Drake was employed * 
in recovering the frigate—I had no room for him at the 
‘mansion—there were plenty of spare rooms at Peecary 
Field House—besidos, it was prudent to take him at some 
distance from the fortifications, and the prisoners, neither 
of which I wished him to see familiarly.” James bad 
made no objection when I first montioned it; but thought 
It right to show him my motive for sending this man to 
his house. «My brother seemed satisfied; but said, he 
hoped I would allow three or four of his servants to quit 
‘military duty atthe stoccado, and return to the house 
before him; for now there was not a man at Peceary 
Field; and if the women were not yet come from the 
heights, by the time he got home with the Spanish cap- 
tain, there would be nobody thore at all, and averything, 
‘of course, in disorder. “ You shall have the men,” said 
1; “send four of them off from the Black Rock in a 
canoe immediately; they will arrive at Peecary Field 
hofere you embark in the barge.” He now left the man- 
sion, and the ladies retired again to their rooms, my dear 
wife taking me by the arm, and leading me to her bed- 
side, where she made me sit down. “ Let me help you 
off with your coat, my Edward,” she said, “ and lay youre 
self down to take some rest, and your Eliza shall wateh 
you na you sleep.” I kissed the kind hand that helped 
me off with my cont, and Iaid me down on the mattress, 
wearled enough, in honest truth, She threw a sheet over 
me, and I soon fell asleep, 

In about two hours L opencd my eyes, inet by the 
blissful amile of my guardian angel, who had sat by me 
all the time, watching every respiration, and enjoying the 
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sight of her much loved husband sleeping safely, sweetly, 
and soundly, os she turned over in her mind the terrors, 
and anxieties of the precoding day, FE arose, and took a 
bath, by which I was much refreshed. Every thing was 
again in place in the house: a regular thougii Into break 
fast was now laid, and all the female servants were in 
‘attendance, “ 

Dr. Gordon camo up, accompanied by Mr. Rowley, 
and gave us rather a satisfactory account of our wounded 
man, On the Doctor's return to ihe hospital, my dear 
wife sent a woman with him, carrying a bundle of old 
linen, and some tea and sugar, with a few other comforts, 
for the sick, which he had requested. Diego came back 
from landing my brother, and the Spanish coptain, at 
Peceary Field; and he was now despatched to Allwootl’s 
Bay, at the sugyestion of my kind Eliza, with a similar 
present of old linen, and some wine, for the wounded 
Spaniards, with directions to enquire of their surgeons 
what clee they were in need of, He took over some of 
Mrs. Drake's women, but she chose to remain with us 
for the present. 

A little before noon the Avon came from the frigate, 
with n note from Drake to me, in which he said, “ I send 
you seventy-three barrels of gunpowder; this will ree 
plenish our magazines it'is quite dry. 1 don't think she 
leaks; but I know you will say [have done well to secure 
the powder. I have laid oat an anchor, reaily to heave 
on, a8 soon as we have lightened her enough. Ask Van 
Kempen to send me his gulliot, by retarn of the Avon; 
the one can tow the other.” —“ Well done, Drake!” 
thought I to myself; “ but what am I to do with the 
powder? the avenue to the maguzine, és full of prisoners.” 

‘The moment the gunpowder was landed, the Avow 
stood over to Peceary Crock, and returned, in tow of the 
galliot, on her way to rejoin Drake. 
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T mentioned to my Eliza the dilemma, in which the 
arrival of the gunpowder, placed me,—“ March the 
prizoners to the cocoa-nut grove,” said che; “ it will be 
a rocreation to them, and they will be out of the way.” 
—“ That will do,” T replied; and I forthwith sent my 
orderly to direct that all the prisoners within the stoccado, 
should be marched under @ sergeant’s guard to the cocon- 
‘ut grove for the day, their dinner to be sent round in a 
‘canoe; and they were to be allowed to eat of the cocoa 
‘nuts, and otherwise amuse themselves, but not to break 
the trees, This was done; the powder the while being 
placed in the magazine, and the avenue cleaned out, 
and some fresh sand thrown into it, all before the party 
roturned, 

Van Kempen came to me, after sending rations co the 
prisoners, and some supplies to Fort Vernon, He said he 
‘was sorry to inform me that no mullet had been taken the 
preceding night, and that the fish-pots were not sufti- 
ciently numerous to collect any quantity of other fish 
worth naming. ‘The fact was, the mullet had gradually 
forsaken the Black Rock, and now they were gone en- 
tirely. I wished it had been the rats, he was speaking of. 
Told him 1 would order more fish-pota to be made im- 
mediately; and for the present he must serve turtle and 
hog’s flesh, chocolate-nuts, and Indian-corn flour, to the 
prisoners; and that I intended, without loss of time, to 
bring all those now at Allwood’s Bay, over to the isthmus, 
and place them with the rest, within the stoccado. Diego 
and his men were now sent to Peccary Creek, for the 
Jack Martin, which I despatched to Allwood’s Boy, with 
a now to Lieutenant Craig, desiring him to send all the 
prisoners, excepting the officers and wounded men, over 
to the isthmus; also to return himself with our people, 
Jonving the settlers belonging to the bay, with their arma, 
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now to take care of themselves; and to place the Fort, and 
Hill, again in change of the sergeant of artillery, and his 
men ; leaving orders to plant un artillery sentinel at the 
door of the house where the Spanish officers were, and to 
Keep a good look-out, About five o'clock Cruig arrived 
with his detachment, and ninety-nine prisoners, who were 
murched up to the stoceado, just ns the others were coming: 
back from the cocoa-nut grove. The whole number being 
now enustered, amounted to one hundred and fity-foar; 
not many less than our whole population put together, 
including the suilors belonging to the Porghee and other 
vessels, But extraordinary as it may seer, it is a fact, 


drowned, and wounded. I think when we were attacked, 
our force was thirteen artillery-men 5 train band, ninety> 
eight; Porghee’s crew, King’s sailors, thirty; crews of 
the merchant vessels, including the ten pirates, forty-five, 
exclusive of officers ;—total, one hundred and eighty-six. 

When Craig had disposed of his prisoners, he waited 
on me, We talked over a little the trying business of 
yesterday, and 1 then desired him to put half the traim- 
band on daty, day and day about, until we got rid of the 
Spaniards, Then, after thanking him for his gallant 
conduct, I told him he should retain his commission as 
licutenant, with the addition of that of adjutant of the 
island force, also remain town-inajors and that I hoped 
T should be able to raise his pay equal to his new rank. 
Tie expressed his gratitude, and went away to perform 
the daties of his office. 

A little after sunset I received a note from Drake, 
written in pencil, to say, he could not return to-night; 
that be meant to work, watch and watch, in lightening the 
frigute, and that ho hoped to heave her off the reef in the 
morning; that he understood there was a Panama pearl- 
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diver among the prisoners, his name Vicente Guecco; 
that he wished I would find him out, and send him to 
the Porghoo, as they could eco the frigate’s cable and 
anchor, where it had been cut away, lying in about five 
fathoms water; that he had in vain endeuvoured to lay 
hold of it by grapnel, but he knew the pearl-diver could 
pass the bight of a rope round the end of the cablo, in an 
instant, und recover it.” In consequence I sent Diego 
to the stoceado, who soon found the man. He stipulated 
for a small reward, and a permanent asylum with us; to 
which I agreod most willingly, and then sent him to 
Dmke. He did the business adroitly, on the following 
morning, und received a piece of gold. 

On Thursday forenoon the Avon arrived, with various 
matters from the frigato, bringing the satisfactory infor- 
mation of her being afloat, and that she did not leak; 
the Cuptain's trunks, or rather boxes, with some other 
things belonging to him and the officers, were among 
the things brought in the Avon, and immediately for- 
warded to their respoctive owners by Diego, who was 
desired to inquire whether any other articles of value 
belonging to them yet remained to be looked for. The 
galliat xoon followed the Avon, protty well filled with 
stores and provisions. The frigate being thus lightened, 
and nll the water started, she was easily hove off. This 
being accomplished, the boats towed her to the spot where 
she lay at the time her cable was cut; the end of which, 
now recovered by the diver, was brought into the hawse 
hole, and the anchor weighed. That done, Drake had 
only to wait for some additional boats, to tow round the 
prize into the bay, which the opportune arrival of my 
barge and two others supplied. With these, and his own 
est boat, he took the proud Spaniard in tow, and = 
little before sunset brought him to an anchor off the 
wooilland region, 2 
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“T'Tovariado," her namo, appeared half as big again 
as the Sea-Horse, She mounted thirty lange guns, and, 
at the time of the attack, had on board three hundred 
men. Drake put his senior midebipman on board, with 
half his crew, ordering them to unbend tho sails, and 
mako a speedy and caroful clearance of the wreck for- 
ward; so that every thing might be ready to have the 
damage repaired as soon as possible. Wo folt a temptation 
to hoist the English colours over the Spunish flag; bat 
my gallant friend and I had but one paramount feeling on 
thut occasion ; which was, not to add tothe chagrin of the 
Captain and other prisoners, by displaying the ensign of 
our triumph before them. 

On the morrow Drake went to look at the brig, tying 
on the Turtle Island's reef; but it was his opinion that 
nothing could be done with her but break her up; so we 
detormined to leave the wreck as it was, until after we 
should get rid of our prisoners. 

Evory thing being now pretty well to rights, excepting 
the damage done by the shot, T was no longer nshamed 
of our condition; so I thought in courtesy to invite Don 
Ignacio Pasqual de Herera to dine with mej and acconl- 
ingly I fixed on the following day, Satarday,—giving 
Adjutant Craig orders to soe the whole body of men well 
dressed and appointed. 

‘The Spanish captain came agreeable to the invitation, 
and also two of his officers from the other side, whom T 
invited to meet him. Although he had no side-arme, 
and therefore was not entitled to a guard, I ordered him 
to be rooeived with military honours, and showed him 
much attention at the mansion. I was glad to find he 
could speak French. He was, however, grave and re+ 
sorved ; his officers wore more inclined to talk; bet as 
they knew nothing beyond Spanish, little conversation 
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could be kept up with them, We had an elegant dinner, 
‘end all our family were present, including the only hero 
that belongs to it, gullant Drake. 

After dinner, the conversation turned on Porto Bello. 
Don Ignacio now became a little more communicative. 
Hehad heard how Don Feanciseo Martinez de Retacz had 
behaved to the English Captain, Knight, and to mysalf; 
desiring me to believe him when he assured me, that 
‘Spanish officers generally, and he among the number, 
blamed theGovernor very much for that conduct. * But,” 
said he, “that hidalgo is now tasting the sweets of a prison 
himself; having been disgraced, and sent toa dungeon, 
on his arrival in Old Spain, after surrendering the place 
to Vernon,” My dear wifo now asked him, how the 
Spaniards came to give the name of Porto Bello to that 
horrible place. “Ip means Bel Havre—does it not?’ 
said Lady Seaward. “Oui, Madame,” he ropliod, “as 
you English speak it, and write it; but we Spaniards call 
it Porto Velo,—that is,‘ Havre Caché,’ the Veiled Port.” 
T was rather pleased to learn this from the mouth of a 
Spaniard, and therefore have noted it down in my journal. 
The Spanish Captain showed both good breeding and 
proper feeling during his visit, in never making any allu- 
gion to the events that had occurred here; and we were 
equally panctilions in avoiding the painful subject. He 
however spoke of the attack on Carthagena, by Vernon and 
Wentworth, saying, “ It was madness to have attempted 
it” and ho thonght they had acted wisely in abandoning 
Porto Velo and the Spanish Main altogether; and he 
added his belicf, that by thie time they had abandoned 
thoir design on Cuba also. Coffee and cigars wore served 
soon after dinner, and at an early hour my Spanish guests 
took Jeare, and returned to their respective quarters. 

‘On the following day, which was the Sabbath, I made 
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a point of having as fall an attendance at divine service 
as the nature of our present circumstances would admit, 
Our heavenly-minded pastor ov this occasion returned 
thanks to Almighty God, in an appropriate prayer, for 
our great deliverance from a powerful enemy. 

On Monday, the Spanish brig of war made her re= 
appearance, with a white flag flying at the fore; on 
which I sent out a boat to pilot her into our harbour, 
—first, taking the precaution to man the batteries, and 
pluce the train-band under arms. An English ensign was 
hoisted on board the frigate; but I did not make a vain- 
glorious display of thé Spanieh colours undor it, The 
prisoners and wounded were now embarked as quickly 
us possible, for wham T took » receipt, under the joint 
signatures of the two Spanish captains; by which they 
engaged, that the persons, named therein, should not serve 
against England during the present war, until exchanged, 
The brig being ready to put to sea, I ordered them a 
supply of fruit and vegetables; and we thus parted, as 
good friends as persona could well do who were national 
enemies, 
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CHAPTER XV. 


‘Tae final departure of the Spaniards was a matter of 
fenoral congratulation; for although the events incident 
to their invasion furnished matter for proud exultation, 
yet they had left us something more to do than sit down 
in idleness, and fight tho battles over again, On the very 
day tho brig smiled out of the harbour, I made arrango- 
ments for the morrow. The people were then set to work, 
to repair, in various ways, and at different places, the 
damages sustained by shot, during the encounter with 
tho enemy. Wo had plenty of hands and plenty of wood, 
and no lack of money. Drake had been the greatest 
sufferer, at his chiteau; but he made light of it, saying, 
—*T can plaster it over with somo of their own dollars.” 
The masons and other workmen now proceeded with 
the church, and Drake used all diligence to repair the 
damaged foremast of the frigate, hiring Derrick and 
Xavier to assist his own carponter. I employed a large 
party of men with boats, to save what they could from 
the Spanish brig, still lying broadside on the reef. I 
hired them at regular wages, to bo paid out of the pro- 
coeds, which were to be sold when the business was com- 
pleted, for the benefit of the island treasury, The wreck, 
T believe, was my right, if I chose to make it so; but the 
frigate was Drake's prizos and perhaps, according to the 
Jnw of the case, none but they who boarded her and took 
her, could claim to share for the capture, a8 she was not 
taken under any battery, nor within sight of any, But 
Drake was already rich in money, and always so in 
spirit; he therefore wished the prize to go among the 
garrison generally; und handsomely furnished an argue 
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ment against his own exclusive claim, by saying, “I¢ was: 
a shot from the promontory that disabled her; and he 
would therefore tell his crew that he thought every one 
should share,” The resule was, that the brave seamen 
made no demur; and the people were told, at the first 
mustor-day, of the liberal conduct of Captain Drake and 
his men, respecting the prize, ‘The train-band gave the 
gallant tars three cheers; and this cordial generosity was 
‘not without its happy consequences. 

‘The month of December was too far advanced before 
the frigate could be got ready, to be safe for Drake to 
proceed with her to Jamaica: besides, he could not do it 
without borrowing all the merchant sailors of the colony; 
and my brother and Mr, Reynolds were auxious to dea 
patch their two vessels to Kingston with Spanish goods, 
‘The Cedar schooner, which was built here, sailed remark- 
ably fast; but the Tom Cod was a sort of dray-horse. 
1 therefore begged of my brother not to send his vessel 
at present, but to allow the schooner to go alone, in which 
T meant to forward my despatches to the Governor, and 
to the Admiral, at Jamaica. “The schooner need not 
wait for my vossel,” he repliod; “they can each make 
the best of their way.”"—"O, very well brother,” [ree 
joined, “let it be 80; but when two are together, ene may 
escape, should an enemy's vessel seo them: if the Tom 
Cod be espiod alone, she is gone for a cortninty."—"1 
will take my chance,” he said; so accordingly the vessels 
wailed. 

‘My despatches dotailed the action we had sustained, in 
which I gave great praise to all our pooplo, bat more 
especially to Drake, and the seamen, and to Craig; re 
questing promotion for Drake; and praying that the 
Governor would send me thirty regulars; and if a fiew- 
tenancy could be purchased for Mr. Jumes Craig, who 
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‘wae now lieutenant and adjutant of the island force, E 
would pay for it, provided he might command the de- 
tachment; and I would give 261. over the usual price, to 
the lieutenant who might be in command of the men, 
to resign in favour of Mr. Craig. I fully expected all 1 
requested wolud bo granted; and making sure in my 
own mind that there were officers always desirous of 
quitting the West Indies for England, I should have no 
difficulty in purchasing a commission for Craig, and, by 
the proposed measure, obtain for him the command of 
the detachment. 

When the stormy season approached, all the veseels in 
port were Iaid up in safety within Peccary Crock, and 
Drake contrived to get the frignte in there also, mooring 
her head and stern to the shore and to the rock. We 
kept our Christmas as usual, The yoar finished without 
sooing either of our vessels return from Jumaica; and 
although the sky sometimes lowered, we were as yet » 
without any visitation from the storm. 

1743.—On Sunday, tho 2nd of January, a storm of a 
different kind, und to us more terrible, threatened the 
settlement with immediate destruction. At noon several 
large ships wore descried, not only from the 
to the southward and westward, butalso from the heights 
above German Town, to the northward of the island. 
As soon o# the alarm was given, we were on the alert; 
Drake betaking himsolf to the promontory, and one of 
his officers to the German Town height; signals being 
agreed on, I issued some orders, and joined Drake with 
all postible speed. By the time I got up to tho flag-staff, 
he had clearly made out three Spanish men-of-war of two 
decks, two frigates, and two brig. There were others in 
the distance, no doubt with troops, we could not make 
out distinctly; but we mw enough,—and for a moment 
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my heart sunk within me, I turned to Denke. “We 
will do our duty, Sir Edward,” said my gallant friend, 
“and must leave the event to God.” 1 turned to God. 
“We are in thy hand,” I exclaimed, raising my whole 
soul to the throne of mercy; “Thou only now canst save 
us.” My courage seeming to come again with this appeal, 
I hastened to return to the mansion, with » stout heart 
and collected mind, prepared to do my duty. 

But He, in whose hands are life and death, eut the 
matter short. Before I could reach the mansion, the 
aky was darkened, the lightning glared, and the thunder 
pealed, Tnstead of cannon, the hurricane blew all round 
the compass; and I blessed God in the storm. Full of 
joy, buffeted, and wet, we entered my dwelling. Here 
my beloved wife, and our revered pastor, and all our 
friends, met us in awful expectation. As I entered the 
ball amidst the min and the whirlwind, I lifted up my 
hands,—saying—* Our God has delivered us!” 

We now had to barricade ourselves against the blessed 
tempest, leaving the enomy in the hands of Him who ean 
break them as a reed, and scatter them like chaff. The 
storm raged, and the torrents poured down upon the earth 
and sea, with little intermission, for three daye: on 
Thursday, the sky became clear at intervals, and the 
winds lulled. Wrecks were then discovered from the 
heights, in several directions; but no sail was to be seen 
on the face of the waters. When this report was brought 
to me, dear Mr. Rowley stood up, and exclaimed —* We 
may now indeed say with Queen Elizabeth, on a like 
memorable occasion, ‘ Aflavit Dews, et dissipantur !""” 

The next day wus uppointed as a solemn fast to the 
Lord; which I hope was not only observed, but deeply 
felt by all his people, whom He had just delivered from 
an overwhelming force; which, according to human eal- 
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culation, had it attacked us, must have extirpated the 
whole colony. 

Our boats and canoes were sent out as soon as the 
weather would permit. Seven wrecks were soon dis- 
covered among the reefs and shoals that surround the 
islands; among which were two of the largest ships, but 
every soul had perished; spurs, and casks, and dead 
bodies, continually floating ashore. 

‘This wns an awful event; but the contemplation of our 
own imminent peril, had they lived! kept down every 
strong feeling of pity for those that had perishod : and T 
ventured to entertain a further consolation, that the fate 
of this expedition, which I now had no doubt had sailed 
promptly from Porto Bello, to revenge the cause of the 
former, would prevent any further attempt at our destrue~ 
tion, For tho scasons there, are no guides as to the 
seasons here; generally speaking, they have bad weather 
on the Main, from July to October, which is our fine 
season. Then, with occasional deviations, the weather 
becomes fine, when the islande suffer from hurricanes, 
not felt on the main-land ; and this is one reason among 
others, why the cacao or chocolate tree (a very weakly 
plant) thrives and bears 60 much better on the main, than 
in any of the islands, It is true, Vernon got a dusting 
‘at this season, off Carthngena; but, I understand, such 
weather seldom occurs at this time of the year, any where 
along the coast. = 

‘To preventour agricultural pursuits from being neglected 
at this important season, I was under the necessity of 
issuing an order os to the number of persona, each day, 
that could be permitied to despoil the wrecks ; desiring 
them to arrange among themselves who were to go, and 
who were to remain; and as to dividing the proceeds 
obtained, And I was happy enough, thus to secure the 
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interest of the settlement, without exciting murmurs 
umong the people; not at present an easy task, for they 
were daily obtaining articles of considerable value from 
the Spanish ships, But all that floated on shore of inself, 
heeame my property in right of my grant; which my 
servants collected from time to time, and either brought 
home, or piled up in appropriate places. I believe the 
wrecks also, as they lay upon tho reefs, wera droite to 
me; but I ruther chose to wave the question, and give 
them up to the people, insisting only on the drift that 
came on shore, 

About the middle of tho month, the Francis Drake 
rotarned from Jamaicn. This veste! had been detained 
by the bad weather, which set in there before Clristmas- 
day ; and we were sorry to learn that the Tom Cod had 
not reached Kingston, even when she sailed. Theechooner 
bronght letters in answer to my despatches; in which 
some compliments were paid to us on our gallant defence, 
and a sort of promise made, that Lieutenant Drakeshould 
have promotion on the arrival of the frigate, But no 
soldiers could be sent; General Wentworth having tken 
all the disposeable troops with him. Neither could any» 
thing be done at Jamaica, relative to getting a commission 
for Craig, in the King’s sorvice.— Woll! well!" I said, 
when I read these letters, “it mattors not, Our God has 
been our deliverer! 1 will confide our destinies to him ; 
and I feel assured the Spaniards will never try their 
fortane here again.” Mr, Rowley, and my dear wife, 
both applauded my feeling, and the resolution T had ox« 
pressed on the occasion; und Ica honestly say, I suffered 
no disappointment from the tenor of my letters from the 
authorities in Jamnica, except in my Silure with respect 
to Craig, 

Tn consequence of the wrecking business still going 
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ony Drake was not able to navigate the prize to Jamaica, 
till late in February; and then he could only manage ity 
by condition of taking a great load of merchandise in 
her, belonging to our merchants; all of whose sailors were, 
on those terms, lent to him, The frigate having been 
put in seaworthy condition, Drake presented me with her 
Jong-boat and pinnace; and on the 26th of Febraary, 
sailed with her for Jamaica, under convoy of the Porghee. 

He arrived in about ten days at Port Royal, without 
any accident, The naval officers there, had been Jong 
looking ont for this Spanish frigate, as an object for pro- 
motion. Drake says they crowded round the Porghee, 
in their bouts, as he came in with his prize, casting an 
eye on the large Spanish ensign, as it blew out under o 
St. Goorge’s jacks und as he passed under the stern of 
the ship that had the guard that day, the Captain hniled 
him,— What do you meun, sir, by hoisting a St. 
George's flag on board the prizet”—# They are our 
island colours, sir,” he replied. When he told me this, 
T wished to haye witnessed a sight 80 honourable to my 
‘most esteemed friend, and to myeelf, The circumstances 
under which the frigate had been captured, wero well 
Known; and therefore his answer as to the St. George’s 
jack, was undorstood and received. But when he went 
‘on board the flag-ship, to report his arrival officially, he 
was under the necessity of explaining the manner in 
which he had been able to man the prize; and that in 
consequence he must be permitted to move her up to 
Kingston, to discharge the cargo belonging to the mer- 
chants, who had on that condition lent their men to nuvie 
gate her, On the following day the prize was ordered 
to proceed to Kingston, to pat out the cargos and when 
this wax done, the frigute was moved down to Greenwich. 
Afier some days, a survey took place. She was valued 
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at 16,0002, and purchased for his Majesty's service; her 
name not only being changed, but reversed; being now 
called “The Inconstant." Prophetic, no doubt; for she 
was wrecked soon after, on the Grand Cayman, 

Drake received 14,0001, in treasury bills, on behalf of 
the captors; the head-money being yet forthcoming ; 
20002. of the purchase-money having been deducted as 
the eighth alleged to be the right of the Commander in 
Chief at Jamaica. This would have been a small matter 
to complain of; but my gallant friend was juggled oat 
of the promotion he so well had carned, and therefore so 
justly claimed. “Sir Chaloner Ogle was sorry he was 
obliged to give it to certain officers, sent out from England 
by the Admiralty; but he would recommend Lieutenant 
Drake to Lord Winchelsea, the first-lord of the Admi- 
ralty, for a sloop of war at some future period.” 

1 was much vexed by the treatment our brave defender 
met with at Jamaica; but it gave me some consolation, 
to perceive that he did not take it deeply to heart. When 
spoaking on this subject, he made this retlection:—" If 
IT had got the promotion I desired, T must have been 
removed from Seaward Islands, which contain every 
thing dear to me on earth. Bosides,” added he, “T 
have made an ample fortune by prize money; so by and 
by, porhups, we may all go to Old England togethers 
where I will hoist my pendant oa the chimney top of some 
gguod houses with you for my neighbours, and dear Maria 
for my first-liewtenant.”” 

My brother and Van Kempen purchased 80002, worth 
of the government bills, which enabled me to distribute 
four-eighths of the prizo money ivmediately: vis, three 
ecighths among the seamen and privates of the train- 
band, which gave 169) dollars to each man; one-eighth 
among eight non-commissioned and petty officers and 
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twelve artillery-men; the former having a double share, 
600 dollars each, the Jatter 300 dollars each. The re« 
maining G000/. in bills, was just equal to pay the other 
three-vighths; but we could not convert them into dollars: 
one-eighth, among Lioutonant Craig, und Van Kempen, 
Doctor Gordon, and the chaplain, Mr. Rowley; gave 
them each an interest of 5001, or 2100 dollars each, in 
the bills; and one-cighth between Captain Seaward and 
Lieutenant Drake—the latter shuring as a land eapiain— 
10004, or 4200 dollars each: and I, who perhaps deserved 
east, had the most in right of my situation—whieb, hows 
ever, is quite in unison with the general tenor of human 
affaire—my share being one entire eighth, viz. 20001., or 
8400 dollars. It was agreed among the parties concerned, 
that the bille should be sent to my bankers in London, 
with instructions to place the sums respectively to the 
credits of the individuals, according to the amounts en- 
dorsed on a paper accompanying them. Iwas glad of 
this arrangement, as it would secure a little something 
in England for those I wished well, and might prove an 
inducement to them—I mean Craig, the Doctor, and dear 
Mr, Rowley—to add something from time to time to the 
amount of this investment. 

‘The great quantity of spars, and every kind of timber, 
and iron bolts, and canvass, and ropes, with a thousand 
other things, that had been recovered from the wrecks of 
the Spanish ships, induced Allwood, and some others, to 
go to Jamaica, and bring back with them half a dozen 
ship carpenters; so that in a little time there were two 
fine yossels on the stocks, and one smaller one, and several 
oats. The smaller vessel, was the speculation of Xavier 
ee en a ee Se 
elfare 1 took a lively interest; the former, 
Bae cope, ‘once my honest and faithful 
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In tho course of this year, four negro men and four 
negro women, whom T had brought from Kingston, in 
bondage, seven years ago, were emancipated. It also 
occurred, that seventeen white families, amounting to 
fifty-thrue souls, arrived here in the Mary, from Bristol 
—driven from England by the pressure of the times inci- 
dent to the severe wintor of 1730-40, and which was still 
felt among the small farmers and peasantry, and many 
others. Every exertion was made to locate these ; 
and as many honses had been completed before their 
arrival, in the street crossing the woodland region, T 
found little difficulty in providing them with prosont habi- 
tations in the village. But, eventually, some of them were 
sent to German Town, and some to Allwood's Bay, to 
occupy allotments lnid out for them, where buildings for 
their dwellings are now well advanced ; it being intended 
that four fumilies only, remain at St. George's. 

Among the refugees, there happened to be a man and 
his wife of the name of Simmonds, who had kept school 
in Worcestershire. I was happy im by this 
circumstance, to releaso My, Rowley from the he 
kindly lad imposed on himnsolf, in teaching the children. 
I therefore set about erecting u house for the sehook 
master, adjoining the school, at the further end of the 
isthmus; and soon placed him and his wife there, with 
an understanding that the people were now to pay for the 
education of their families, every one baving become rich 
enough to do so. 

In addition to these my country peoplo, we also had 
9 gradual accession of thirty-nine sailors, to our strength; 
several individuals of the former crews, having married 
and fixed themselves on shore, Our vessels were eon- 
stantly going or coming; and sometimes 
in, and took away a cargo; #0 that activity amd prosperity 
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seemed to pervade the settlement, by incréasing numbers 
and by increasing industry. The village, the while, was 
progressively extending, and the workmen getting on 
rupidly towards completing the church. 

The May rains came heavily this year, and continued 
for nearly two weeks, In June several persons fell sick, 
and my beloved wife was among the number: sho suffered 
a severe attack of remittent fever, from which she reco. 
vered slowly and imperfectly. There were some deaths; 
‘among whom we had to register Mrs. Margaret Reynolds 
and her child, and five individuals from among those 
lately arrived. But we had to lament the loss of our 
faithful and much-loved Rota, whose death much affected 
both Lady Scaward and myself, Poor Diego took it 
much to heart: he never held up bis head for many weeks 
after this painful event, but sut silently on the seat before 
his door, with his eyes fixed on the ground. We all did 
our best to divert or console him under his affliction ; 
but time only succeeded in doing #0; little by little he 
came forth, gradually and almost imperceptibly resuming 
his former occupations, 

Before the end of the year, the church was finished; 
‘my uncle's brig having brought out 20,000 Welsh slates, 
with her other investments for the settlement, at the 
time the seventecn refuges families arrived. When the 
building was completed, the accounts were made up. It 
appeared there was a sum of 3440 dollars to be provided 
for, although the 2000 that remained of my share of the 
pirates’ booty had been expended on it. I addressed the 
people on this subject after divine service, under the 
sacred canopy of the venerable tree, where we were now 
ssembled for the last time, 

After making the statement, [ proposed that each male 
person should contribute according to bis means. On 
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which the bostswain of the Porghee stood forward, and 
spoke for the rest, saying—* Our people, sir, would like 
to have it snid they built « church, and so we are ready to 
pay for it” I thanked him; but requested Mr. Reynolds 
to take a pencil, and a list of the adult male population, 
got ready for the occasion, and call us over by mame, 
adding — What shall T put down for you?"”—I, Edward 
Seaward, stood first on the list—put down 1000 dollars; 
then followed Captain Seaward, 500; Captain Drake, 
500; Mr. Van Kempen, 600; Doctor Gordon, 100; 
poor dear Mr. Rowley, 100;—and this subscription was 
followed up by a spirit and Liberality in every individual, 
so great, that T was obliged to restrain many, who could 
not afford to give what they desired; no one offering 
less than 10 dollars. 4000 dollars were now subscribed, 
and the money paid down the next day. I thanked the 
people for their liberality, and especially the Porghee’s 
crew, for their most generous offer, saying, T was quite 
satisfied with what they had done in « general way. 
now stated to the assembly, that the church would be 
consecrated and opened on the following Sanday, by 
the name of St. George's Church, and that it would be 
expedient to provide comfortably for the minister. T 
therefore proposed, to that end, that every male person 
exceeding twenty yeare of age, should annually make 
him an offering of three dollars, and as much more as 
he might think fit, according to his circumstances, not 
exceeding one doubloon; the time for doing which, I 
thought, would bo in the week immediately after Easter~ 
day ; and this annual offering was to be received in liew 
of tithes, baptism, marringe, and burial fees. The people 
gave their assent, ono by one, as their names were called 
over; which act wax transferred to the Island a 
Mr. Rowley and myself now returned home, much 

with the people, and our success. 
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We observed Christmas-day this year with an impor- 
tant improvement. At nine o'clock all the boats in the 
settlement assembled at the landing-place below Fort 
George, each having a flag in the bow, I then embarked 
in my barge, with the St. George's flag, and led the pro- 
cession to Woodland Bay, where we landed precisely at 
the foot of George Street, ut the upper extremity of which 
the church is built. The tower, surmounted by a cross, 
(1 hope my Protestant brethren will take no offence,) 
directly faced us; the altar being to the enst, As we 
loft the beach, the newly made fountain, seen playing 
at the intersection of the streets, added much to the 
impression imparted by the view of our holy edifice. In 
a hot climate, water, pure water, may be esteemed un 
‘emblem even of heavenly enjoyment—and so it is repre- 
sented both in oar Holy Scriptures, and in the Aleoran, 
The people were all well dressed, and. the procession ad~ 
vanced, the St, George's Hag foremost. Every township 
or family, as might be, carrying the flag of their boat 
before them. I foresaw, in this institution, @ splendid 
annual pageant, perfectly innocent, and likely to do much 
good, by exciting a spirit of honest emulation in making 
fh fine appearance; and, in some measure, superseding 
the revels of former years, which I had found to be pro- 
ductive of some evil. However, they were not deprived 
of their amusements. The isthmean games were intended 
to be permanent: but no feast was given by me; justly 
alleging as a reason, that the settlement had become too 
populous to continue it. Some, therefore, went home 
before the evening closed in, and some remained in the 
‘village, until the dram beat off at nine o'clock, 
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sheds or open halls were pleasant places to sit down in 
at any time of the day, and promised to be useful for 
men on duty, or others, to retire to, from the scorching 
rays of the san, The roofs were boarded, and painted 
a lead colour; the pillars green: looking well from the 
lake, being not only useful but ornamental. 

This was the first year of jubilee on the island; and, 
in consequence, some of my brother’s bond-servante, but 
more of my own, would receive their freedom. To be 
prepared for this event, we made an accession of twelve 
male and nine female young negroes from Kingston, 
placing them under the same conditions of bondage with 
those that had preceded them. On the 9th of April, 
John Stone and Harry Rock, the two sailor boys, and 
Allan Derrick, the ship carpenter, and Priscilla his wife, 
and three other negro women, received their freedom in 
form; proclamation having been made on the spot, for 
any man to come forward and say why the person whose 
name was now called should not be free. In July, Abel, 
Noah, and David, Diego’s patriarchs, had their manu- 
mission; Jacob, their fellow, having been freed by my 
brother before, as has already been related. And in 
December, Harold and Marcus, the sawyers, with seven 
other men, five of whom were the artificers’ apprentices, 
and four women also, received their freedom from bond- 
age. The law of the settlement was thus established: 
the act done, would be referred to as a precedent. 
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portions of my right. However, before the Slst of De- 
comber, balances wore struck and paid, and roccipts 
passed, between myself and every individual on the 
island. 

In looking into public affairs, I was happy to find at 
tho expiration of the yoar (the salaries and other charges 
on our revenne being paid up), that the sum of 2520 
dollars remained in the hands of the fiscal. In conse- 
quence of this easy state of our finances, and taking into 
consideration the prosperous conilition of our trade and 
the riches of the poople, I issned a warrant, by which 
“the clergyman should still receive his 50h a-year, 
besides the Enster offering; and that Doctor Gordon 
might be at liberty to charge moderatoly for his medicine 
and attendance, in nddition to his salary, still receiving 
a8 heretofore his pay as fiscal; also that Town-major, 
Lioutonant,and Adjutant Craig, should havo one dollar per 
diem, us pay in fall for all his offices; and that M*Nabb, 
Andrews, and Finlayson (Lieutenant Craig's former 
comrades), should have a halberd each, with 2} pistarines, 
viz, 6 ryals, as their daily pay: the artillory-men to have 
their island pay continued for one year more; their ser 
geant’s, permanently: and lebourer’s wages, viz. 2 ryals 
aday, to be paid to the negro canoc-man at Pirates’ Fort, 
now Frazer's Fort;” which name it received after the 
defeat of the Spanish, in honour of the skilfal engineer, 
to whore good advice, under Heaven, we owed the pre- 
servation of the island on that occasion, 

T now turned my attention to my own revenues, bogin- 
ning with my cotton plantation at Long Bay; which 
yielded so well that I received an offer of 300 dollars a 
year from the setilors at Pirates’ Land, for its produce, 
which I nccepted. I next let Eastfield to Gortz, with 
all the sheep thereon, viz. 220, at a rent of 440 dollars 
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a-year; he being required to keep the same number of 
shcep always on that place, and the adjoining hills, The 
turtle fisheries were let to Rock and Stone, at 500 dollars 
wyear; and it appeared that I was likely to get a hand- 
some revenue by Vicente, the Panama pearl-diver; who 
alroady bad taken some very large oysters from the rocks 
in deep water, affording a few fine pearls, specimens af 
what we might expect: of the produce of this fishery T 
Jnid claim to one-third. These rents, and some others of 
loss value, I placed at the disposal of Captain Drake, to 
be expended, if absolutely required, in the public service: 
but to be remitted to me, if he could get on without 
them, 

1744.—Tho annual tempest passed away this season 
with little more evidence of its presence than an abund- 
ance of rain, We often reflected during this period on 
the kind providence of our God, who had eo ordered all 
things, that it was not now the Spaniards should come 
to destroy us. After the rains censed, and the weather 
became settled, I proposed to my dear Eliza, for us to 
visit overy individual sottler on the islands leisurely, day 
after day, to ascertain their condition ere we bade them 
farewell. We did this, and had wmple reason to be 
gratified by observing the cleanliness, satisfaction, and 
abundance, that everywhere appeared. 

Tho month of February arrived. T now arranged defic 
nitely with my friend Drake, as to the terms on which 
he was to assume the government. I desired that he 
should occupy the mansion as I had done, and give up 
his house and grounds to Mr. Rowley; appointing his 
senior officer to the ordinary command of the yacht. 
“There is a fine herd of deer in the Woodland Park, 
my dear friend,” said 1; “we have not as yet tasted the 
venison: but I do not desire you to abstain from doing 
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#0; only preserve the breed. I will endeavour to take 
two pairs of them with me to Hartland.” 

When my dear wife talked to Rosalie about making 
preparations for departure, she simpered and hesitated ; 
and after o little more nonsense, acknowledged that she 
hud engaged herself in marriage to Mr. Reynolds. On 
the matter being mentioned to me, I sent for him, and 
he avowed the truth, “ Well, sir,” I said, “it may be 
indelicate in me to press the matter, as you have not lost 
your wife quite twelve months; but I must cither take 
Miss Filibert back with us, or leave her here your wife. 
Tn short, unless she is your wife before wo sail, E must 
take hor along with us.” He answered respectfully, he 
would speak to the lady on the subject, and let me know. 
Much time was not required to settle the business; so on 
that day week Mr. Rowley tied the indissoluble knot. 
Reynolds had been steady, and bad made some money; 
besides, he had received gracious lettors from his father, 
to whose estate he wus heir. I therefore could make no 
objection to the match on behalf of Rosalie. When set- 
ling the business of the nuptials, he offered to pay me & 
moiety of his bond; bat I desired him to defer it another 
year, us otherwise he might cramp his means of trade, 
‘On the day of the marriage, Lady Seaward gave the 
bride 600 dollars, as a compensution for her services 
during the seven years she hud been with us; and she 
afterwards added to this, some little valuables, as a mark 
of her esteem. 

One morning, just as we came into the hall to break 
fast, Diego, who had been anxiously standing there to 
see us, put the palm of his hand upon his head, looking: 
‘at ua with an unusual vacancy, like one beroaved of hope. 
He said— Lady mine, and honoured master, 1 hear, 
soon you leave us. Diego then glad, for go rest with 
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Rota.” My Eliza did not give me time to answer him; 
— We will never leave you, nor forsake you, faithful 
Diego,” she ropliod: “if you will choose to go with us, 
oar home shall be your home; but England is a cold 
climate.” Diego looked at me. Come with us to 
England, Master Diogo,” said I, “and I will do all in 
my power to make you comfortable.” —“ Thank you, Sir 
Edward! thank you too, my Lady!” exclaimed Diego: 
then lowering his voiee, he said—* Rota loved my Lady;"" 
and then the old man wept—“ but Rota,” continued he, 
“is gone to Heaven, and Diego will go anywhere with 
his kind lady, and Master Sir Edward.” 

When it was known that Mademoiselle was to be mar- 
ried, there were many persons, both black and white, 
desirous of accompanying my wife to England as her 
maid; but she declined taking any one. Having ex- 
pressed her opinion to me, that a female attendant, 
‘unaccustomed to be at sea, was worse than useless on 
board ship; and that on her arrival in England, any 
woman brought from tho settlement woukl only-be an 
incumbrance; “I think you are right, dear,” I replied s 
“besides, women are already rather deficient here in 
numbers, and it would not be well, unnecessarily, to take 
even one away.” 

A few days before the time fixed on for oar departure, 
Mr, Rowley gave me 1500 dollars, whieh ho had sayed 
since his arrival in the island; being nearly the amount 
of his ontire salary for the whole period: but he had 
received some gifts, and had not been at any expense 
worth mentioning. He requested me to send the dollare 
to my banker in London; and desire him to invest the 
amount thereof, together with the GOO his interest in 
the large government bill, in such public securities ax 
might be deemed advisable. I met his request with 
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much pleasure; and was most happy in seeing this litde 
investment likely to be made, as a something in reserve 
for himself or family. 

On the same day Doctor Gordon called on me with 
a similar request, but propounded in a very different 
manner:—“ He would like to send some money to 
England, to be invested in the public funds, if I would 
see the business done at an advantageous time, so as not 
to lose the possibility of a fall by any inconsiderate pre- 
cipitancy.”” He then went into the merits and demerits 
of the different stocks; about which he had « great deal 
to say, having seen “The Chronicle” lately sent out to 
us; making 80 many pros, and cons, and confras, about 
the determinate mode of investing the money, that, not- 
withstanding the great respect I entortained for him, I 
felt myself obliged to decline having any thing to do 
with it, “Well, then, Sir Edward,” he said, “if you 
will not moddlo with the money,—and hore it is in four 
bags, out by, in the piazza, just 3000 dollars, and 1000 
pieces of eight,—I suppose you will have no objection to 
my putting it into business here, if I like.”—*O, none 
at all,” I replied.—* Well," he rejoined, “I'l s00 about 
it;" moving away at the same time to the great door, 
where his man, William Wallace, stood guarding the 
bags, “Give me twa o’ the bags, Wully,” said he, “and 
you tak the other twa; so we'll e’en go back we' them 
agin.” Finding that Wallace was there, I took the 
opportunity of reminding the Doctor, in the presence of 
his bondman, that this was the year of his jubilee. “1 
know that right woll, sir;” ho replied, a little testily; 
“bat I think the man may choose to stay where he is 
just, if he knows when he is well off” Saying this, be 
‘departed with his bags under his arms, followed by Wil- 
lism Wallace similarly laden; evidently not in very good 
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humour, but talking to the fellow in broad Scotch, which 
he always did: and to say the truth, he had tought his 
man Wully to speak so much like himself, that if it were 
not for his colour, you might mistake him for a descend- 
ant of the patriot whose name he bore. 

Before my departure 1 had several conferences with 
Van Kempen; the chief object of which was, to know 
how the additional vessels now building could find em- 
ployment. Ho said, “ If there were to be as many more, 
they could be employed; there was scarcely any bounds 
to the trade of an entrepét."— Then tell me, Mr. Van 
Kempen,” asked 1, “what is required of me, towards 
fostering this commerce ?—* In ordinary cases," be re 
plied, “it might be necessary to take off the ad valores 
duty; but where the profits are so large, and the facilities 
of trade so great, it will not be felt.”—“Then, is there 
any thing whatever for me to do?” I rejoined. “Yes; 
to Ict us alonel” he repliod, significantly: “that ie all 
we require of the Governor.” I allowed this reply to 
be conclusive; believing I saw in it the secret of that 
commercial ascendency, which, at different times, had 
obtained in places of not much greater territorial extent 
than Seaward Islands. 

My brother and his wife saw us often, both at their 
own house and at the mansion, ever since I had made up 
my mind to return to England. At one time, they had 
some thoughts of accompanying us; and my brother said 
he certainly would have done so, “but the loss of the 
Tom Cod was 3000), out of his pockets yet as soon as 
he could make up that lose, and perhaps realize a very 
little more, he assuredly would retire from business, et 
ho had now got together nearly 20,0001" Mrs, Sea 
wartl of late, evinced more fecling and affection for her 
sister, than I had before witnessed in her; but my sister 





Cis 





1744. NARRATIVE. 4 


Maria (Mrs, Drake), not only now, but on all occasions, 
‘was the kindest and most affectionate of friends. Mr. 
and Mrs. Rowley, too, were ever realy to cheer or amuse 
her. But it was on me she leaned for every earthly com- 
fort. “You are all to me, dear Edward,” she would say 
—“you aro all I desire on earth, to solace or to cheer 
me.” 

A few days before I sailed, Drake and I were closeted 
all the forenoon, making final arrangements, We wrote 
‘out a memorial, from him, to the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, and another to the King; setting forth 
what he had done for his Majesty's service, at Porto 
Bollo, and in the capture of vessels of superior force, and 
in the defence of these islands; praying for a promotion 
in the navy, to the rank of Master and Commander. The 
memorial to the King was not to be presented, unless the 
other should fnil in ite object. He then received from my 
hand an outline of our laws, or rather regulations; also a 
body of instructions for his conduct in all public matters, 
conceived and written down rather in the spirit, than in 
the letter, of what T should require, T then gave him 
some memoranda as to my private interests in the island; 
especially with respect to tho timber, which was not to be 
cut down without leave, and then to be paid for, at a 
valuation, by those who wanted it, I then presented to 
him hiscommissionas Licutenant-Governor, and Captain 
Commandant of Seaward Islands, 

On this day all our friends dined with us; and, before 
they took their leave, all of them confided to my care 
numerous lettors for England. Among the rest, Doctor 
Gordon, having “thought about it,” pulled a large packet 
from his waistcoat pockot, saying—“Sir Edward, I know 
Tam a little fasheous; but I hope you will not impute it 
to any disrespectful intention to yourself, who I am free 
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to acknowledge to be a most bosourable and trustworthy 
man. And 60, to make a long business short, if you will 
just be good enough to take charge of this letter for your 
bankers in London, with my four bags of money—which 
T will duly send you to-morrow morning, and which bave 
been sealed, and nailed up in a double case, in the presence 
of Mr. Van Kempen—I cannot but say, you will lay me 
under a great obligation.” I held out my hand to receive 
the packet; then taking a part of the Doctor's specch, for 
the greater part of my reply, I suid— To make « long 
business short, I will do it.” The Doctor seemed now as 
much pleased, ss be had been otherwise on the former 
occasion, And it afforded me no lose pleasure, to think 
I shoald, by this act, not leave an unpleasant feeling 
behind me in the breast of this eccentric, but traly honest 
man. 

Drake employed our few remaining days in making 
accommodation for the deer, and a large supply of soa~ 
stock for our ultimate voyage, to be put on board the 
schooner all the other things we intended to take with 
as, being packed and ready. On Satarday afternoon the 
whole was embarked. 

On Sunday, the 12th of February, after coming out of 
church, we took a general and affectionate have of all 
the people; myself addressing a few parting words, I 
may say, of parental exhortation to thom; which wert 
answered by the tears of many, and bows of reverence 
from all, My dear wife wept too; and ax she passed, 
every lip blossed her: sobs now became audible around 
us: then waving my hand kindly to them, I pulled my 
‘hat over my own eyes, and hastened forward. Earlythe 
next morning, our household were all assembled in the 
hall: we distributed some sppropriste presents among 
them ; and then we tenderly kissed the children, Our 
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‘nearest and dearest friends next appeared; and accom: 
panied by them, and attended by Diego, we left the man- 
sion. Eliza leaned on my arm, and grasped it hard ar 
we walked slong. She looked down, with an agitated 
colour on her cheek; but a sweet smile was on her mouth, 
whieh told me, though she felt a nataral emotion at quit- 
ting the place—perhaps for ever—yet happiness was |n 
her heart. Diego carried Fidele in his arms; the dear 
little animal haying grown too fat, in his old age, to run 
beside us, When arrived at the shore, we bade an nffeo- 
tionate but firm adieu to the attached friends and relations 
we were about to leave behind us, and embarked without 
any difficulty. ‘The beach was lined with our late servants, 
and the people, standing at various distances in groups, 
to see the last of us. 

In compliment to me and to our islands, Drake hoisted 
the St. George's flag at the fore; and all tho bonts of the 
settlement, with their flags flying, escorted us out of the 
harbour. When fairly out, we set our top-gallant sails, 
and hauled down our colours, which was the signal for 
the boats to return; they did so, but without a cheer. 
‘Their silence was a better compliment; it evinced their 
sorrowful focling on the occasion, 

When our verse! had proceeded some distance, and the 
ialands had receded far, my beloved looked steadily and 
mournfully on the shadowy land ;—“ Farewell!” she 
said, and sighed deoply. “ You sigh, love,” I exclaimed - 
“we leave the people rich and happy; and our dear 
friend here," alluding to Drake, “ will take good care of 
them."”—* It was the recollection of former days,” she 
replied, “ that drew forth that sigh—the recollection of the 
time when that land was to me an earthly paradise,” 

On the fifth day we came in sight of Port Royal, just 
az a convoy for England, with three ships of war, were 
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As I wished the Porghee to return ax quickly as 
possible to the Seaward Islands, I explained our sitaation 
to the Commodore; to whom, as Drake's commanding 
officer, the compliment was due. And on the following 
day our inestimable friend bade my dear wife and myself 
an affectionate adicu: shaking Master Diego cordially 
by the hand, not forgetting to say—" Good-by, Fidele!” 
he left us on board the Severn; and with an emotion not 
to be described, we saw our dear little vessel fill her sails 
and go. 

‘On the next day the whole fleet got under weigh, steer- 
ing to the westward. Our faithful Diego had always 
shown how useful he would prove to us, by the care 
he had token to sco all our packages stowed away, and 
those we might want placed in our state room, My 
dear wife and myself thought it would be expedient, 
now, to call him by the English equivalent for Diego, 
via. James, to prevent the possibility of hie Spanish 
name exposing him to jests or even affronts; and we 
took the exrliest opportunity of imparting this to hin, 
He had sense enough to comprehend the matter, and 
expressed himsolf obliged by our forethought. Then, 
Master Sir Edward,” said he, ‘if you please, my name 
is Diego James.” —“ Just 0, Master Diego,” I replied ; 
“but Mr, James for the mouths of strangers.” —* And 
for their cars too,” added my considerate Eliza, “when 
we speak of you to them.” Tt was not our intention to 
treat this worthy man as a menial, although he was quite 
disposed to do all that could be required of one; there- 
fore I stipulated thut he should mess with the second- 
mate, and T allowed him o supply from my own sea- 
stores and stock, to make him a welcome messmate, 

‘The breeze was stoudy, and the weather continued fine, 
until we got into the Gulf of Florida, It then became 
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hazy, and even foggy, which made it not only disagree 


After clearing the Gulf, end pasing Cape Conarerah 
the fleet 2 


‘The Editor bas to lament, that, from this point, seventy- 
three pages of the original manuseript are missing; that 
is, from page 690 to page 704 in the old MS. Only 
four subsequent peges have been found; and they appear 
to have been intended to close the Journal, Tt reams so, 
not only from the numbering figures in the pages, but 
from the dates of the years, which aniformly are added at 
the top of every page. The 704th page is headed 1749; 
andl bears #0 satisfactorily on the former most 
wubjects of the narrative, that the Editor ventures to 
hope the additional Chapier will prevest any actual dis 

in the reader's mind, concerning the safe 
arrival of the homewnrd-bound party, in England; and 
it also shows their snbsequent happy domestic residence 
at Sir Edward's seat in Gloucestershire, from the year 
of bia return—namely, 1744—antil his boing called to 
London on public business, five yeurs after—that ix, in 
the year 1749—when the narrative here recommences, 
and finishes with the fate of Scaward Islands. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


“Tx will answer no good purpose, sir,” he replied; 
but the contrary, Mr. Pelhum has been perfectly 
explicit, and I can have nothing more to say on the 
subject.” —“ It is not my wish, my Lord Duke,” I 
observed, “ to create any unnecessary vexntion to his 
Majesty's government; but I have a duty to perform in 
another quarter, T cannot suffer the people to be treated 
in this manner, abandoned like dogs, without secking 
that redress to which they are entitled; and I do feel 
that it ie my duty to have this business brought before 
parliament, if we are to be thus sacrificed.” —I tell 
you, Sir Edward Seaward,” he replied, “that the thing 
is done. Mr. Pellinm has alrendy told you so. Those 
islands, or rocks, or whatever they are, must be delivered 
up immediately to the crown of Spain.” 

‘On hearing this, I determined to make one effort more 
to impress his Grace with the importance of my request. 
“The court of Spain, my Lord Duke,” said I, “ knows 
the importance of the place, though perhaps you may 
not, Daring the war, the commanders both at Cartha- 
gona and Porto Bello, were ordered to take those islands; 
and they tried to do so; but we defeated their first expe- 
dition,—some of their shipa being captured, some de~ 
stroyed, and thoso that escaped were roughly handled. 
‘The next expedition, which was sufficiently formidable 
to attack the best of our West India Islands, suffered 
shipwreck on our shores; and with their remains we 
built versels, and pursued a lucrative commerce, alrondy 
established. Whether we contemplate Seaward Islands 
in a naval or commercial point of view, they are of no 
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sinall importance ; and the Spaniard knows it, The place 
is close to the track of his homeward-bound galleons, It 
is an entrepét by which his sullen commercial policy is 
neutralised : flags of all nations, including his own, resort 
there. Our merchants dispense millions of the produce 
of British industry and commerce, from that spot, to 
5 thoy have sont their gains to 
much of which, perhaps one hundred thousand pounds 
altogether, derived from those islands, has been vested 
in the public funds, Mesera, Perry and Co,, sir,” con- 
tinued I, “can vouch for the truth of this last ststement.”” 
‘The Duke bit his lip: but not speaking, I went on. 
“ But there is snother point, sir;—the claims of the 
people, They have made the place what it is, It is 
respectably fortified: it never cost the English govern- 
ment one shilling to lo it. Can you tell me, my Lord 
Duke, where I cam find another spot under the Crown, 
that can put in tho same claim? They bave brought the 
land into a garden-like cultivation; they have bailt a 
little town, with a fine church in it; they are formed 
‘ty ; and they are ready to defend them- 
selves against all invaders. Leave us to ourselves, my 
Lord Duke; do not interfere. Say that you will not 
interfere, und I will goand raise one thousand men at my 
own expense, and I will pat the Spaniard at defiance,” 
All the compliment I can pay to the Duke on the 
occasion is, that he kept silence while I spoke, and that 
he changed colour two or three times while I made this 
strong appeal; but it ended in his cool reply —“Sir 
Edward Seaward, I toll you again, the thing is done, and 
the place must forthwith be delivered up to the erown of 
Spsin. There will be 10,000/. fortheoming for your in~ 
domnification, as I told you before; and that is S000; 
more than we dare charge on the business. Why will you 
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beso troublesome t—tho Island of Rattan has been already 
given up, and every other place, agreeable to the conven- 
tion, excepting these abominable rocks of yours.” —* This 
boing your detormination, my Lord Duko,” I replied, 
“with your permission T take my leave.” He rose and 
bowed: I took my hat, bowing in return, but as a cavalier 
would do when he would give his antagonist to under- 
stand—* Sir, we meet again." 

After I left the Secretary of State, my mind was 10 
absent from the present, that I saw nothing in passing, 
until I arrived in Bruton Street. My ever dear and 
affectionate wife anxiously awaited my return. In a 
moment she read in my countenance, that things still 
went on counter, She did not epoak to me, but led me 
to a chair, and sat down by me, still holding my hand 
in hers. In less than a minute she urose; taking her 
eambric pocket-handkerchief from her pocket, and seat- 
ing herself on my knoe, began to rub my forehead; and 
having done this a little while, during which T found my 
blood circulate more freely, she kissed both my eyes, one 
after the other, saying—“ My dear Edward, if it were in 
your Eliza's power to make you happy in all things, you 
should not thus suffer." — O, my love, it ia too much,” 
I replied, “to see our people treated like dogs, and turned 
over to the Spaniards, without security, or even stipu- 
lation.” — Yor, my honoured husband,” she softly 
answered, “it is indeed grievous; and Tam not sur- 
prised to see you thus oppressed, and even indignant; 
but, my dear Edward,” continued she, prossing my hund, 
“Tet us look at the foundation of your grief in dotail, I 
wimit that, taking it altogether, it cannot do otherwise 
than vex and distress you; but Jet us examine it more 
closely, As to tho loss the Crown may sustain in giving 
np the place, that is their business, my Edward: ns to 
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the loss you yourself will suffer, I am sure you care 
nothing about it. Now, as to the people; your brother 
is in England, with his fumily; Drake i¢ rich, and 1 
should think would be happy to retire from a situation 
now full of anxiety; Van Kempen, you know, hus said 
in a late letter, he intended to go to Amsterdam ; Doctor 
Gordon has saved plenty of money; Mr. Rowley bas 
romitted a good deal; Mr, Reynolds has returned to 
England, to enjoy his paternal estate; all the mew mer- 
chants are personal strangers to us; and as to the other 
people, those whom you found slaves, you ultimately 
made free; and every one who came there under your 
anspices, is rich in money; even if the government should 
persist in taking from them their lands and place of habi- 
tation, All these people, my dear Edward,” eontinned 
she, “are in a condition to shift for themselves; amd not 
one of them, I believe, will grieve half so much at the 
change that is awaiting them, as you now ore doing for 
their sakes, ‘The timo was, when 1 would have grioved 
with you,—when the settlement was our nursing-child ; 
but that is no longer the case; every one is wealthy, and, 
if scattered abrond, they are as able to take cart of them- 
selyos as we are. Thoy have not that attachment to the 
place that you have; they vill soon find another home, 
and be satisfied. Drake will return, with his dear wife 
and family; most likely, Mr. Rowley will come to 
England also; poor dear Rota is no more; Diego is 
with us; Navier and bis family, wherever they go, will 
make it out very well.” Then putting her arms round 
my neck, she finished by saying —* Besides, it is God's 
will, my dear Edward, in the dis of his provi~ 
dence, that our islands should again become a desert?" — 
as she said this, she wept;—"‘and it is his will,” con- 
tinued she, * L hope, that we shall be resigneds and your 
own Eliza will endeavour to be your earthly paradise,” 
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I was overpowered and confounded; her kindness over- 
powered me, her reasonings confounded me; but it was 
always in this way that my guardian angel delivered me 
from perplexity and vexation. 

My perturbed mind, and agitated feelings, soon felt the 
smoothing influence of my Eliza's consolations, which, 
like oil cast upon the sea, breaks the power of the wind 
that would stir it into surge and billows. Thus softened 
down, and while enjoying something like a return of holy 
pence within, 1 had a visit from the Earl of Harrington, 
‘He smiled as he shook hands with me, and os usual said 
some fine things to Lady Seaward ; but T perceived he 
‘was not quite at ease, In a few minutes he said—“ My 
dear Sir Edward, I have called on you, as your friend, 
to advise you to make the best you can of it with the 
minister; conceding the point. ‘The fuet is, the govern- 
ment is pledged to the Crown of Spain, to deliver up the 
islands; and it must be done. I have even spoken to 
the King on the subject; but, I am sorry to say, he 
showed some displeasure ut my interference. ‘Tell Sir 
Edward Seaward, said his Majesty, ‘the place must be 
given up immediately; and he may consider it a mark of 
favour to himself, that I prevent his deputy-governor, 
Captain Drke, from being brought to 1 court-martial, 
for resisting the authorities that have been sent, to take 
poseession of it for the King of Spain.’”—* Indeed, I 
am sorry,” returned I, “tho King hay been brought to 
sce the case in this light; but I will be guided by you, 
my Lord, T have pointed out the situation and value of 
tho place to his Majosty’s ministers, and yet they persist 
in their decision: however, I um not surprised thut men, 
who did not know that Cape Breton was an island, 
should bo eo ignorant og to think that Seaward Islands 
lay off the harbour of Porto Bollo. But the thing is 
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done, Lam told, and I must submit; will you, therefore, 
my dear friend, see the minister, and tell him that I eub- 
mit to the order of government, but that I expect he will 
appoint a commissioner to carry the business into execu- 
tion, and that he will order him to confer with me on its 
details? My only wish now is, that the people should 
be removed with that degree of consideration, which ix 
due to the sucrifice they are called upon to muke, for the 
honour of those who signed or ratified the treaty that 
expels them. L expect that a propor settlement will be 
given, for such as may choose to go to the Mosquito shore, 
on the terms proposed to me by Mr. Pelham. Likewise 
say, that I shall expect the 10,000% offered to me, and 
which I will place at the disposal of Captain Drake, for the 
necessities of the people; and after that, if there should 
remain any part of it unappropriated, I will receive it as 
a small compensation for all the money I have laid out 
in making those islands what they are."”—* I think this 
will he acceded to, Sir Edward,” replied Lord Harring- 
ton; then, after a little explanatory conversation, he took 
his leave. 

On the morrow Mr. Pitts, who had been Governor of 
Rattan, waited on me from the minister, with full powers 
to arrange every thing for the evacuation of Seaward 
Islands. ‘The forts were to be demolished, and the place 
then given up, Such, bo said, bad beeu the fhte of 
Rattan, afler the government had expended 16,000/. on 
its establishment. Mr. Pitts was a liberal and kind- 
hearted man, entering warmly into my feelings. He 
had boen much among the Mosquito-shore Indians, and 
cordially undertook to procure a good settlement among 
them for the Seaward Island colony. We met three suc- 
cessive days, occupiod entirely completing our arrange- 
ments; by which it was stipulated, that the people should 
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have three months to remove from the islands, with their 
stock and goods, and that government should pay the 
island vessels for transporting them; that government 
should sntiefy the Indians for six square miles of land, 
such as might be fixed on for their residence; and also 
grant a commission of Superintendent, to Lieutenant 
James Craig, with a subaltern’s pay as such. All this 
boing ratified, I eat down and wrote a long letter to my 
dear and inestimable friend, Captain Drake, with all 
necessary details. Mr. Pitts received my letter, and 
last instructions, with much feeling and great courtesy; 
he saw the strnggle in my breast, when I gave it to him, 
He took his leave, and posted off for Plymouth, to sail 
instantly for the islands in a sloop of war. Our business 
in London being thus brought to a close— 

“Now, my own Edward,” said my beloved Eliza, “let 
us return to Hartland, and finish our days in pence.” 








THE END. 


LoxnoNs 
Fringed vy Manviog ond Mason, Bry Lave, Pasermmoniee Rows 
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ridge, if he could do nothing olse: he was sure he could 
reach the spot, where he saw a considerable body col- 
teoted ; and who, bo said, no doubt, wore making a plat- 
form to mount guns on. This suggestion I thought very 
probablo: I therefore desired him to try a shot, though 
the distance was perhaps rather more than two miles. 
There was great difficulty in getting the gun round; but 
by the help of the negro women on the height, who were 
numerons and accustomed to labour, we effected it. Then 
giving it the greatest elevation, to ascertain its power, he * 
threw ashot clear over the range. The angle waslossenod 
until he struck tho place just below where the Spaniards 
were at work; and he continued to fire every now and 
thea, whenever a number collected together on the spot. 
Iwas surprised that the gun on Sugar-Loaf Hill had not 
already bent them from this position; bat T learned afters 
wards, that the party we saw, were not seen from the 
other post, there being a screen of trees between them, 
‘The fire of our gun rather disconcorted them; at least we 
thought so, for they soon disappeared: but it was from 
acdifferent couse. Drake had lnid the frigate aboard, 
cleared her decks, and mado the Captain his prisoner. 
The friguto's boats, and almost all tho crew, were on 
shore; but the instant the attack on her, was discovered, 
the Spaniards that were in eight, or within hearing from 
the brach, crowded down to their boats, to go off to the 
assistance of their Captain und comrades. But the thing 
was dono; and Drake knew too well what he was about, 
to allow any consideration, undor honven, to induce him to 
risk his object, viz. the preservation of Sugar-Lout Hill, 
and consequently of the settlement. He therefore, after 
sriking the frigute’s colours, cut her cablo, and allowed 
her to drift, taking with him the colours and the Captain 
onboard the Porghee. Having thus disencumbered him- 
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a point of having as fall an attendance at divine service 
‘as the nature of our present circumstances would admit. 
Our heavenly-minded pastor on this occasion returned 
thanks to Almighty God, in an appropriate prayer, for 
our great deliverance from a powerful enemy. 

On Monday, the Spanish brig of war made her re- 
appearance, with a white flag flying at the fore; on 
which I sent out ® boat to pilot her into our harbour, 
—first, taking the precaution to man the betteries, and 
place the train-band under arms. An English ensign was 
hoisted on board the frigate; but I did not make a vain- 
glorious display of the Spanish colours under it. The 
prisoners and wounded were now embarked as quickly 
as possible, for whom I took a receipt, under the joint 
signatares of the two Spanish captains; by which they 
engaged, that the persons, named therein, should not serve 
against England during the present war, until exchanged. 
The brig being ready to put to sea, I ordered them a 
supply of fruit and vegetables; and we thus parted, as 
good friends as persons could well do who were national 
enemies, 
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ony Drake was not able to navigate the prize to Jamaica, 
till late in February ; and then he could only manage ity 
by a condition of taking ® great load of morchundiso in 
her, belonging to our merchants; all of whose sailors were, 
on those terms, lent to him, The frignte having been 
put in seaworthy condition, Drake presented me with her 
Jong-boat and pinnace; and on the 26th of February, 
sailed with her for Jamnica, under convoy of the Porghee. 

He arrived in about ten days at Port Royal, without 
any accident. The naval officers there, had been Jong 
looking out for this Spanish frigate, as an object for pros 
motion. Drake says they crowded round the Porghee, 
in their boats, as he came in with his prize, casting an 
eye on the large Spanish ensign, as it blew out under a 
St, George's jack; and as he passed under the stern of 
the ship that had the guard that day, the Captain hailed 
hisi,—* What do you mean, sir, by hoisting a St. 
George's flag on board the prize?"— They are our 
island colours, sir/” he replied. When he told me this, 
I wished to have witnessed a sight so honourable to my 
‘most esteemed friend, and to myself. The circumstances 
under which the frigate had been captured, were well 
known; and therefore his anewer a8 to the St. George's 
jack, was understood and received. But when he went 
‘on board the flag-ship, to report his arrival officially, be 
was under the necessity of expluining the manner in 
which he had been able to man the prize; and that in 
Consequence he must be permitted to move her up to 
Kingston, to discharge the cargo belonging to the mer- 
chants, who had on that condition lent their men to navi~ 
gate her, On the following day the prize was ordered 
to proceed to Kingston, to put out the cargo; and when 
this was done, the frigate was moved down to Greenwich, 
After some days, a survey took place. She was valued 
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twelve artillery-men; the former having a double share, 
G00 dollars cach, the latter 300 dollars cach. The re- 
‘maining 60001. in bills, was just equal to pay the other 
three-vighths; but we could aot convert them into dollars: 
one-eighth, among Licutconnt Craig, and Yan Kempen, 
Doctor Gordon, and the chaplain, Mr. Rowley; gave 
them each an interest of 5001, or 2100 dollars each, in 
the bills; and one-eighth between Captain Seaward and 
Lieutenant Drake—the latter sharing as a land eaptain— 
10002, or 4200 dollars each: and I, who perhaps deserved 
least, hed the most in right of my situation—which, how« 
ever, is quite in unison with the general tenor of human 
affairs—my share being one entire eighth, viz, 2000/,, or 
8400 dollars. It was agreed among the parties concerned, 
thet the bills should be sent to my bankers in London, 
with instructions to place the sums respectively to the 
credits of the individuals, according to the amounts en- 
dorsed on a paper accompanying them. I was glad of 
this arrangement, as it would secure a little something 
in England for those I wished well, and might prove an 
inducement to them—I mean Craig, the Doctor, and dear 
Mr. Rowley—to add something from time to time to the 
amount of this investment. 

‘The great quantity of spars, and every kind of timber, 
and iron bolts, and canvass, and ropes, with a thousand 
other things, that had been recovered from the wrecks of 
the Spanish ships, induced Allwood, and some others, to 
go to Jamaica, and bring back with them half a dozen 
ship carpenters; so that in a little time there were two 
fine vessels on the stocks, and one smaller one, and several 
boats. The smaller vessel, was the speculation of Xavier 
and Derrick; who wore much attached to each other, and 
in whose welfare I took a lively interest; the former, 
Diego's compeer—the latter, once my honest and faithful 
bondman. 
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seemed to pervade the settlement, by incréasing numbers 
and by increasing industry. ‘The village, the while, was 
progressively extending, and the workmen getting on 
rapidly towards completing the church, 

‘The May rains came heavily this year, and continued 
for nearly two weeks. In June several persons fell sick, 
and my beloved wife was among the number: she suffered 
a severe attack of remittent fever, from which she reco 
vered slowly and imperfectly. There were some deaths; 
among whom we had to rogittor Mrs. Margaret Reynolds 
and her child, and five individuals from among those 
lately arrived. But we had to lament the loss of our 
faithful and much-loved Rota, whose death much affected 
both Lady Seaward and myself. Poor Diego took it 
much to heart: he never held up his head for many weeks 
after this painful event, but sat silently on the seat before 
his door, with his eyes fixed on the ground. We all did 
our best to divert or console him under his afiiiction; 
but time only succeeded in doing so; little by little he 
came forth, gradually and almost imperceptibly resuming 
his former occupations, 

Before the end of the year, the church was finished; 
my uncle's brig having brought out 20,000 Welsh slates, 
with hor othor investments for the scttlement, at the 
timo the seventeen refugee families arrived. When the 
building was completed, the accounts were made up. It 

there was a sum of 3450 dollars to be provided 
for, although the 2000 that remained of my share of the 
pirates’ booty had been expended on it. [addressed the 
people oa this subject after divine service, under the 
sacred canopy of the venerable tree, where we were now 
sssembled for the lust time. 

After making the statement, I proposed that each male 
pereon should contribute according to his means. On 
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We observed Christmas-day this year with an impor- 
tant improvement. At nine o'clock all the boats in the 
settlement assembled at the landing-place below Fort 
George, each having a flag in the bow. T then embarked 
in my barge, with the St. George's flag, and Ted the pro- 
cession to Woodland Bay, where we landed precisely at 
the foot of George Street, at the upper extremity of which 
the chureh is built. The tower, surmounted by a cross, 
(1 hope my Protestant brethren will take no offence,) 
directly faced us; the altar being to the east, As we 
Ieft the beach, the newly made fountain, seen playing 
at the intersection of the streets, added much to the 
impression imparted by the view of our holy edifice, In 
a hot climate, water, pure water, may be esteemed an 
emblem even of heavenly enjoyment—and so it is repre- 
sented both in our Holy Scriptures, and in the Alooran, 
The people werv all well dressod, and the procession ad- 
vanced, the St. George's fag foremost. Every township 
or family, a8 might be, carrying the flag of their boat 
before them. I foresaw, in this institution, a eplendid 
annual pageant, perfectly innocent, and likely tode much 
good, by exciting « spirit of honest emulation in making 
4 five appearance; and, in some measure, euperseding 
the rovels of former years, which I had found to be pro- 
ductive of some evil. However, they were not deprived 
of their amusements. The isthmean games were intended 
to be permanent: but no feast was given by mo; justly 
alleging as a renson, that the sottlement hud become too 
populous to continue it. Some, therefore, went home 
before the evening closed in, and some remained in the 
village, until the drum beat off ut nine o'clock. 
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portions of my right. However, before the Slat of De- 
comber, balances wore struck and paid, and receipts 
passed, between myself and every individual on the 
island. 

In looking into public affairs, I wat happy to find at 
the expiration of the year (the salaries and other charges 
on our revenue being paid up), that the sum of 2620 
dollars remained in the hands of the fiseal. In conse 
quence of thie cnsy state of our finances, and taking into 
consideration the prosperous condition of our trade and 
the riches of the people, I issued a warrant, by which 
the clorgyman should still receive his SOL, 9-year, 
besides the Enster offering; and that Doctor Gordon 
a a Snes eas es 

and attendance, in addition to his salary, still receiving 
as heretofore his pay as fiscal; also that Town-major, 
Lientenant, and Adjutant Craig, should have one dollar per 
diem, ns pay in full for all his offices; and that M‘Nabb, 
Andrews, and Finlayson (Lieutenant Craig’s former 
comrades), should havea halberd each, with 2} pistarines, 
viz. 6 ryals, as their daily pay: the artillery-men to have 
their island pay continued for one year mores their ser- 
geant’s, permanently: and labourer's wages, viz. 2 ryale 
aday, to be pnid to the negro eanoo-man at Pirates’ Fort, 
now Frazer's Fort;" which name it received after the 
defeat of the Spanish, in honour of the skilfal engincor, 
to whose good advice, under Heaven, we owed the pre- 
servation of the island on that occasion. 

I now turned my attention to my own revenues, bogin- 
ning with my cotton plantation at Long Bay; which 
ylelded so well that I received an offer of 300 dollars a 
year from the setilers at Pirates’ Land, for its produce, 
which I occoptod. I next lot Eastficld to Gorts, with 
all the sheep thereon, viz. 220, at a rent of 440 dollars 
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0; only preserve the breed. I will endeavour to take 
‘toro pairs of them with me to Hartland.” 


When my dear wife talked to Rosalie about making 
preparations for departure, she simpered and hositated ; 
and ufter a little more nonsense, acknowledged that she 
had engaged herself in marriage to Mr. Reynolds. On 
the matter being mentioned to me, I sent for him, anit 
he avowed the truth, “ Well, sir,” I said, “it may be 
indelicate in me to press the matter, as you have not lost 
your wife quite twelve months; but J must cither take 
Miss Filibert back with us, or leave her here your wife. 
In short, unless she is your wife before we sail, I muse 
take her along with us,” Ho answered respectfully, he 
would speak to the Indy on the subject, and lot me know. 
Mach time was not required to settle the business; 80 on 
that day week Mr, Rowley tied the indissoluble knot. 
Reynolds had been steady, and had made some money; 
besides, he had received gracious letters from his father, 
to whose estate he was heir. 1 therefore could make no 
objection to the match on bebalf of Rosalic. When set« 
tling the business of the nuptials, he offered to pay mea 
moiety of his bond; but I desired him to dofer it another 
year, as otherwise he might cramp his means of trade, 
On the day of the marriage, Lady Seaward gnve the 
bride 600 dollare, a8 a compensation for her services 
during the seven years she had been with us; and she 
afterwards added to this, some little valuables, as a mark 
of her estecm. 

‘One morning, just as we came into the hall to break- 
fast, Diego, who had been anxiously standing there to 
see us, put the palm of his hand upon his head, looking 
‘at us with am unusual vacancy, like one bereaved of hope. 
He said—“ Lady mine, and honoured master, I hear, 
soon you leave us. Diego then glad, for go rest with 
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much pleasure; and was most happy in seeing this little 
investment likely to be made, as a something in reserve 
for himself or family. 

On the same day Doctor Gordon called on me with 
8 similar request, but propounded in a very different 
manner:—“ He would like to send some money to 
England, to be invested in the public fands, if T would 
sce the business done ut an advantageous time, so as not 
to lose the pomitehity ofa 8 by any inconsiderate pre- 
cipitancy.” He then went into the merits and dese 
of the different stocks; about which he had a great deal 
to say, having scon “The Chronicle” lately sent out to 
us; making so many pros, and eons, and contras, about 
the determinate mode of investing the money, that, not- 
withstanding the great respect I entertained for him, 1 
felt myself obliged to decline having any thing to do 
with it, “Well, then, Sir Edward,” he said, “if you 
will not meddle with the money,—and here it is in four 
bags, out by, in the pinzza, just 3000 dollars, and 1000 
picces ‘of eight,—I suppose you will have no objection to 
my putting it into business here, if I like"—*O, none 
at all,’ I replied. —“ Well,” he rejoined, “ I'll see about 
it;” moving away at the same time to the great door, 
where his man, William Wallace, stood guarding the 
bags. “Give me twa o the bags, Wully,” said he, “and 
you tak the other twa; so we'll e’en go back we’ them 
again.” Finding that Wallaco was there, I took the 
See of reminding the Doctor, in the presence of 

that this was the year ‘of his Jubilee, 6y 
pebererpirn os sits” he ropliod, ® little testily; 
“but I think the man may choose to stay where he is 
just, if he knows when he is well off” Saying this, he 
departed with bis bagy under his arms, followed by Wil- 
liam Wallace similarly Inden; evidently not in very good 
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Maria (Mra. Drake), not only now, but on all occasions, 
was the kindest and most affectionate of frionds. Mir. 
and Mrs. Rowley, too, weroever reaily to cheer or amuse 
her, But it was on me she leaned for every earthly com- 
fort. “ You are all to mo, dear Edward,” she would say 
—“you are all I desire on earth, to solace or to cheer 
aa 

A few days before I sailed, Drake and I were closeted 
all the forenoon, making final arrangements. We wrote 
out a memorial, from him, to the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, and another to the King; setting forth 
what he had done for his Majosty’s service, at Porto 
Bello, and in the capture of vessels of superior force, and 
in the defence of these islands; praying for a promotion 
in the navy, to the rank of Master and Commander. The 
memorial to the King was not to be presented, unless the 
other should fail in its object, He then received from my 
hand an outline of our laws, or rather rogalations; also a 
body of instructions for his conduct in all public matters, 
conceived and written down rather in the spirit, than in 
the letter, of what E should require, T then gave him 
some memoranda as to my private interests in the island; 
especially with respect to the timber, which was mot to be 
cut down without leave, and then to be paid for, at a 
valuation, by those who wanted it. I then presented to 
him his commissionas Licutenant-Governor, and Captain~ 
Commandant of Seaward Islands, 

On this day all our friends dined with uss and, before 
they took their ave ll tien See ee 
‘numerous letters for England. Among the rest, Doctor 
Gordon, having “thought about it,” > pled a lange packet 
from his waistcoat saying—" Sir Edward, I know 
Tam a little fasheous; but I hope you will not impute it 
to any disrespectful intention to yourself, who Tam free 
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nearest and dearest friends next appeared; and eccom- 
panied by them, and attended by Diogo, we left the man- 
sion. Eliza leaned on my arm, and grasped it hard as 
we walked along. She looked down, with an ngitated 
colour on her check; buta sweet smile was on her mouth, 
which told mo, though she folt 9 nataral emotion at quit- 
ting the placo—perhaps for cver—yet happiness was in 
her heart. Diego carried Fidele in his arms; the deur 
little animal having grown too fat, in his old age, to run 
beside us. When arrived at the shore, we bade an affoo- 
tionate but firm adieu to the attached friends and relations 
we were about to leave behind ua, and embarked without 
any difficulty. The beach was linod with our late servants, 
und the people, standing at various distances in groups, 
to see the Inst of us. 

In compliment to me and to our islands, Drake hoisted 
the St. George’s flag at the fore; and all the boats of the 
settlement, with their flags flying, escorted us out of the 
harbour. When fairly out, we set our top-gallant sails, 
and hauled down our colours, which was the signal for 
the boats to retarn; they did so, but without a ebeer. 
Their silence was a better compliment; it evinced their 
sorrowful fooling on the occasion. 

‘When our vessel had proceeded some distance, and the 
islands had receded far, my beloved looked steadily and 
mournfully on the shadowy land ;—* Farowell!" she 
said, and sighed dooply. * You sigh, love,” T exclaimed: 
“we leave the people rich and happy; and our dear 
friend here,” alluding to Drake, “ will take good care of 

Tt was the recollection of former days," she 
ropliod, “ that drew forth that sigh—the recollection of the 
time when that land was to me an earthly paradise.” 

‘On ths fifth day wo came in sight of Port Royal, just 
as a convoy for England, with three ships of war, were 
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As I wished the Porghee to return as quickly as 
possible to the Seaward Islands, I explained our situation 
to the Commodore; to whom, as Drake's commanding 
officer, the compliment was due. And on the following 
day our inestimable friend bade my dear wife and myself 
an affectionate ndiew: shaking Master Diego cordially 
by the hand, not forgetting to say—“ Good-by, Fidele !"" 
he left us on board the Severn; and with an emotion not 
to be described, we saw our dear little vessel fill her sails 
and go. 

On the next day the whole fleet got under weigh, steer- 
ing to the westward. Our faithfal Diego had always. 
shown how useful he would prove to us, by the care 
he had taken to sce all our packages stowed away, and 
those we might want placed in our state room, My 
dear wife and myself thought it would be expedient, 
now, to call him by the English equivalent for Diego, 
viz. James, to prevent the possibility of his Spanish 
name exposing him to josts or even affronte; and we 
took the earliest opportunity of imparting this to him, 
He had sense enough to comprehend the matter, and 
expressed himself obliged by our forethought. “Then, 
Master Sir Edward,” said he, “if you please, my name 
is Diego James."— Just so, Master Diogo,” I replied ; 
“but Mr, James for the mouths of strangers.”—" And 
for their ears too,” added my considerate Eliza, “ when 
we speak of you to them.” It was not our intention to 
treat this worthy man as a menial, although he was quite 
disposed to do all that could be required of one; there- 
fore I stipulated that he should mess with the seoond- 
mate, and T allowed him a supply from my own sea- 
stores and stock, to make him a welcome messmate. 

‘The breeze was steady, and the weather continued fine, 
until we got into the Gulf of Florida. It then became 
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CHAPTER XVU. 


“Tr will answer no good purpose, sir,” he replied; 
“but the contrary. Mr. Pelham has beon perfectly 
explicit, and T can have nothing more to say on the 
subject.”"—*It is not my wish, my Lord Duke,” T 
observed, “ to create any unnocestary vexation to his 
Majesty’s government; but I have a duty to perform in 
another quarter, I cannot suffer the people to be treated 
in this manner, abandoned like dogs, without seeking 
that redress to which they are entitled; and I do feel 
that it is my duty to have this business brought before 
parliament, if we ure to be thus sacrificed." I tell 
you, Sir Edward Seaward,” ho replied, “that the thing 
igdone. Mr. Pelham has already told you so. Those 
islands, or rocks, or whatever they are, must be delivered 
up immediately to the crown of Spain.” 

‘On hearing this, I determined to make one effort more 
to impress his Grace with the importance of my request. 
“The court of Spain, my Lord Duke,” said I, “ knows 
the importance of the place, though perhaps you may 
not. During the war, the commanders both at Carthn- 
gena and Porto Bello, were ordered to take those islands; 
and they tried to do 805 but we defeated their first expe- 
dition,—some of their ships being captured, some de- 
stroyed, and those that escaped were roughly handled. 
‘The next expedition, which was sufficiently formidable 
to attack the best of our Wost India Islands, suffered 
shipwreck on our shares; and with their remains we 








already 
established. Whether we contemplate Scaward Eslands 
in a naval or commercial point of view, they are of no 
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be so troublesome !—the Island of Rattan has been already 
given up, and every other place, agreeable to the conven- 
tion, excepting these abominable rocks of yours."—* This 
being your determination, my Lord Duke,” I replied, 
“with your permission I take my leave.” He rose and 
bowed: I wok my hat, bowing in return, but a8. a cavalier 
Would do when he would give his antagonist to under~ 
stand— Sir, we meet again.” 

After I left the Secretary of State, my mind was so 
absent from the present, that I saw nothing in passing, 
until I arrived in Bruton Street. My ever dour and 
affectionate wife anxiously awaited my return. In a 
moment she read in my countenance, that things still 
went on counter, She did not speak to me, but led me 
to a chair, and sat down by me, still holding my hand 
in hers. In less than a minute she arose; taking her 
cambric pocket-handkercbief from her pocket, and seat~ 
ing herself on my knee, began to rub my foreboad ; and 
having done this n little while, during which I found my 
blood circulate more freely, she kisted both my eyes, one 
after the other, eaying—“ My dear Edward, if it were in 
your Elizn’s power to make you happy in all things, you 
should not thus suffer.” —“ O, my love, it is too much," 
T replied, “ to see our people treated like dogs, and turned 
over t the Spaniards, without security, or even stipu- 
Intion.” —“ Yes, my honoured husband,” she saftly 
answered, “ it is indeed grievous; and I am not sur- 
prised to see you thus oppressed, and even indignant; 
bat, my dear Edward,” continued she, pressing my hand, 
“Tet us look at the foundation of your grief in detail, T 
admit that, taking it altogether, it cannot do otherwise 
than vex and distress you; but let us examine it more 
closely. As to the loss the Crown may sustain in giving 
‘up the place, that is their business, my Edward; os to 
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1 was overpowered and confounded; her kindness over~ 
powered me, her reasonings confounded me; but it was 
always in this way that my guardian angel delivered me 
from perplexity and vexation. 

My perturbed mind, and agitated feelings, soon felt the 
smoothing influence of my Eliza’s consolations, which, 
like oil cast upon the sea, breaks tho power of the wind 
that would stir it into surge and billows. Thus softened 
down, and while enjoying something like a return of holy 
peace within, T had a visit from the Earl of Harrington. 
‘He smiled as he shook hands with me, and as usual said 
some fine things to Lady Seaward; but I perceived he 
was not quite at ease. Ino few minates he said—* My 
dear Sir Edward, I hare called on you, as your friend, 
to advise you to make the best you can of it with the 
minister; conceding the point, The fact is, the govern- 
ment is pledged to the Crown of Spain, to deliver up the 
islands; and it must be done. I have even spoken to 
the King on the subject; but, 1 am sorry to aay, he 
showed some displeasure at my interfirence. * Toll Sir 
Edward Seaward,’ sald his Majesty, the place must be 
given up immediately; and he may consider it a mark of 
favour to himself, that I prevent his deputy-governor, 
Captain Drake, from being brought to a court-martial, 
for resisting the authorities that have been sent, to take 
possession of it for the King of Spain.’”—# Indeed, 1 
am sorry,” returned I, “the King has been brought to 
see the case in this light; but T will be guided by you, 
my Lord. I have pointed out the situation anit value of 
tho place to his Majosty’s ministers, and yet they persiet 
in their decision: however, I am not surprised that men, 
who did not know that Cape Breton wax an island, 
should be #0 ignorant as to think that Seaward Islands 
lay off the harbour of Porto Bello, But the thing is 
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have three months to remove from the islands, with their 
stock and goods, and that government should pay the 
islund vessels for transporting them; that government 
should satisfy the Indians for six square miles of land, 
such ag might be fixed on for their residence; and also 
grunt a commission of Superintendent, to Lieutenant 
James Craig, with a subaltem’s pay us such. All this 
being ratified, I eat down and wrote a long letter to my 
dear and inestimable friend, Captain Drake, with all 
necessary details, Mr. Pitts received my letter, and 
last instructions, with much feeling and great courtesy; 
he saw the struggle in my breast, when L gave it to him. 
He took his leave, and posted off for Plymouth, to sail 
instantly for the islands in a sloop of war, Our business 
in London being thus brought to a elose— 

“Now, my own Edward,” said my beloved Eliza, “let 
us return to Hartland, and finish our days in peace." 





THE END. 
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